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ere the articles were written, and those who wasted
time reading them will have the satisfaction of know-
ing, if they did not know before, what a barren,
withered thing the religion of these writers is. It is
one of the signs of the times when it is recognised in
certain quarters that their opinions on such an import-
ant subject is worth putting on paper.

The Right to Think for Oneself.—In a reference to
the part he played in the famous Tennessee trial, Mr
Scopes said that his willingness was due to the training
given by his father, in which he was taught ‘‘to think
for himself.””  Thisraises animportant question — Does
the right to think for oneself imply that a man may think
whatever he pleases? The ‘‘Presbyterian’ has well said
—“Thereissome truth and right in this utterance, and
when wisely and soberly used, it may be productive of
great good, but when carried to a false extreme, it is
most vicious and dangerous.” In supernatural mat-
ters, for instance, thinking for oneself independent of
God is not simply undisguised vanity, but daring
presumption. If God has spoken and made known to
us-the way in which man was created no rights of man
permit him to set at naught God’s Word.

Life and Letters of Sir William Robertson Nicoll.—
The life of .this noted journalist has recently appeared.
As the editor of the “British Weekly,” “The Book-
man.” and other publications, he attained to a very high
place in religious and literary journalism. Son of the
Free Church minister of Lumsden, he himself held
charges in the Free Church until his health broke down.
He then went to London, and began his remarkable
journalistic career. In his “‘Life and Letters,”” by T.
H. Darlow, there is much light thrown on the career of
this remarkable man, possessed with gifts of the most
varied kinds. We confess to a kind of feeling of per-
plexity as to what one is to think of him after reading
this biography. A great admirer of the mystics, yet a
sworn friend to the Old Testament critics, those dwellers
in the sandy wildernesses of theological thought; dread-
ing the dangers of the higher critical views, especially
in regard to the New Testament, yet throwing the shield
of his influence over the enemy as he entered the gate,
an admirer of such men as Father Stanton and yet
occasionally frequenting Strict Baptist chapels, very re-
ligious in his own way, but seeing no inconsistency in
attending the theatre or cinema and hobnobbing with
actors and dramatists. Literature had led captive
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Nicoll’s mind, and it was all the same to him whether
it was sober history or fiction provided it was good
literature, and he exercised a very bad influence over
thousands of young ministers by encouraging them to
make use of fiction in illustration of Bible truths.
Literary form was one of the gods he devotedly wor-
shipped, which blinded his own eyes and the eyes of
many who were foolish enough to follow him in this
idolatry of literature.

Nicoll Witnessing Against Dangerous Views.—When
“The Encyclopadia Biblica” was published, Nicoll be-
gan to realise the seriousness of opening the gates to
the newer learning. Writing to Dr Denney, he warned
him of controversies ahead far more grave than those
raised over the Old Testament. Of Dr Bruce’s article
on Jesus, he says Bruce, to his mind, had abandoned the
contention that Jesus was sinless.  ‘“‘Christ he be-
lieved,” he writes, with a touch of cynicism, ‘‘to have
been a very good fellow, almost as good as Alexander
Bruce, though less enlightened.”” In reference to Mof-
fatt’s “‘The Historical New Testament,”” he says in
another letter, Moffatt is ‘‘the first among the Presby-
terians of our Church [who] calmly yields the crucial
points on the New Testament, and makes the admissions
as if they were of no consequence. A student like
Moffatt goes on quietly yielding this and that, and does
not see what his admissions mean for the working
Church. But he needs, and others need, to be told it.
Men ought to know what is at stake in these contro-
versies.”” Yet notwithstanding all this, alike in the
“Expositor” and in the ‘“‘British Weekly,” Nicoll opened
the door wide for the very men who were the ring-
leaders of the new views, and which to-day have well-
nigh sucked the vitality from the Churches which ac-
cepted them.

The Menace of Modernism in the China Mission
Field.—A missionary writing in the “Sunday School
Times” (Philadelphia) makes the following disquieting
statement :—*“Much has been said and written during
the last few years regarding the missionary situation in
China. It is well known by the readers of the ‘Sunday
School Times’ that liberalism, or more properly speak-
ing, rationalism, was becoming so prevalent among the
missionary body that the Bible Union of China was
formed five years ago, and missionaries who hold to
the fundamental doctrines of Christianity were called to
rally around its standard of absolute loyalty to the Word
of God, and to the Person and work of the Lord Jesus
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Christ. It may not be so well known that up to the
present time only about twenty-eight per cent. of the
missionaries have joined the Union. This does not by
any means signify that the remaining seventy-two per
cent are all rationalists. For different reasons many
thoroughly orthodox missionaries have not seen fit to
identify themselves with the movement. The fact that
some of the missionaries feel that their Boards are not
in sympathy with the Union may have deterred some
from joining it. It would seem a safe assumption,
however, that at least half of the missionaries in China

hold rationalistic views more or less pronounced in
character.”

A Protest Agains: Modern Fashions.—One of our
elders has written us protesting strongly against the
“immodest and odious fashion” of young and middle-
aged woman cutting off their hair. My opinion is,”
he writes, ‘‘that those who are guilty of it are dis-
honouring the Word of the Lord : ‘But if a woman have
long hair it is a glory to her’ (I. Cor. xi. 15). There
is a craze among many young women, and also among
some who cannot any longer be called young, to follow
every new fashion, however ridiculous it makes them
appear and however contrary it may be to the Scripture.
In the case of some of the young, parental authority is
flouted and the fashions of the gay world followed as
more consonant with their light-headed notions. Those
professing godliness should be guided by the rules of
the Word of God and for those who are not making such
a profession this is the best guide for them also.

. Carmelite Nunnery Set up in Edinburgh. — Para-
graphs appeared recently in the Scottish press an-
nouncing that Cardinal Bourne was to come North to
instal the Carmelite Sisters with special ritual in their
new nunnery. It was also intimated that on the two
previous days before the installation the premises would
be open for the inspection of “‘Catholics and non-
Catholics.”  The installation took place on 30th Sep-
tember with due ceremonial. One of the most out-
standing of the Carmelite nuns was Theresa de Cepeda,
better known as Saint Teresa, and whose praises were
so loudly sounded by Dr Alexander Whyte in St
George’s. Rome is intending to reap where the seed
was so assiduously sown by a minister who professed to
have unbounded admiration for the Puritans, while he
praised such Roman Catholic notables as St Teresa and
Cardinal Newman.
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Church Motes.

Communions. — November — First Sabbath, Oban;
second, Glasgow; third, Edinburgh, Dornoch, and Hal-
kirk. January—Last Sabbath, Inverness. February
—First Sabbath, Dingwall. South African Mission.—
The following are the dates of the Communions :—Last
Sabbath of March, June, September, and December.
Note.—Notice of any additions tc or alteration of the
above dates of Communions should bhe sent to the
Editor.

Supply for Winnipeg.—The Canadian Mission Com-
mittee, with the consent of the Presbyteries, have asked
Mr D. J. Matheson, divinity student, to supply Winni-
peg in place of Mr John Murray, who left at the end
of September, to prosecute his studies at Princeton. Mr
Matheson sailed for Canada on the 9th October.

London Mission. — Mr James Tallach, divinty
student, has been asked to supply this mission, and

will (D.V.) take up duty on the third Sabbath of No-
vember.

Theological Classes.—The classes in New Testa-
ment Greek and Church History will (D.V.) begin on
Tuesday, 1st December, at Wick. The prayers of the
Lord’s people are solicited for tutor and students.

Echnowledogment of Donations.

John Grant, Palmerston Villa, 4 Millburn Rd., In-
verness, General Treasurer, acknowledges, with thanks,
the following donations received up to 17th November
1925:—

JEWISH AND FOREIGN MiSSIONS.—Per Rev. N. Cameron—From the
Children of our Mission in Vancouver, £5 1s 3d; per do.,—Nurse J. Macken-
zie, £2; Mr A. Maclean, Teafrish, Beauly, 10s; ‘“ A. C.,”” Kinloch-Rannoch,
1s 6d; Mrs Macdougall, Westerton, 7s 6d.

SUSTENTATION FUND.—Mr A. Maclean, Teafrish, 5s; Nurse Nicolson,
Inverness, £1; Miss C. Mackenzie, 55 Shore Street, Inverness, £3.

HOME MISSION FUND.—Per Rev. N. Cameron—Nurse J. Mackenzie, £2;
Miss C. Mackenzie, Inverness, £1.

COLLEGE FUND.--Chesley, Ontario, Congregation, per My John M. Thom-
son, £7 7s 3d.
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AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS’ AND WIDOWS' FUND.—Mr Rod.
Mackenzie, Fort-William, 2s 6d.

TALISKER (SKYE) BUILDING FUND.
Arrochar, £1.

The following lists have been sent in for publica-
tion:—
LOCHINVER MANSE BUILDING FUND.—Rey. M. Morrison acknow-

ledges, with sincere thanks, £5 11s, collected by a Friend, Invercargill, New
Zealand.

Mr John MecCuish, Glen-Douglas,

CLYDEBANK CHURCH DEBT FUND.—Mr James Nicolson, 58 Second
Avenue, Clydebank, acknowledges, with sincere thanks, from Mr R, Maec-
caskill and friends, Flashadder, Skye, £4 10s.

EDINBURGH CHURCH FURCHASE FUND.—Mr A. Maclean, 16 March-
mont Crescent, Edinburgh, acknowledges, with sincere thanks:—Per N. Mac-
intyre—F.P., Skye, £2; per do.—F.P., Kinbrace, 7s; per Captain K. K.
Macleod—Mr C. Gillies, Lochgilphead, £1; per do.—Mr D. Maclachlan, Tigh-
na-Bruach, £1; per Mr Jas. Mackay—Two young Student Friends, £2.

GREENOCK CHURCH PURCHASE FUND.—Rev. N. Cameron desires to
acknowledge, with sincere thanks:—JFrom a IFriend, Oban, £1; M. M. L,
£1; Miss Watson, (California, £1; ‘ Observer,” £25; Nurse J. Mackenzie, £1;
Friend, Stirling, £1. Mr J. Urqubart, 12 Lyndoch Street, Greemock, acknow-
ledges, with sincere thanks, the following:—Mrs Adams, Greenock (collection
card), £1 8s; per Mrs Macpherson, Langbank, 10s; Miss Moffat, Greenock
(collection card), £2 3s 6d; Miss K. Livingstone, Glasgow, 10s; Friends in
Halkirk, per Mr J. Mackay, Greenock, £10; A. Campbell, Diabeg, 10s; Mrs
J. Urquhart, Greenock ({collection card), £6 1s; Mr J. Campbell, Inverness,
£10; Friend, Inverness, £2; Miss Maclean, Inverness (collection card), £4;
Iriend, Glasgow, £1; Miss Cameron, Farr, Daviot (collection card), £1 16s;
G. Mackay, Lairg (collection card), £4 4s 6d; per Miss F. Maclean; Greenock,
158 6d.

The Mhagaszine.

" 4s SUBSCRIPTIONS.—Mirs W. Black, Talmine; Neil Campbell, Farley;
Alex. Gillies, Raasay; A. Livingstone, Fernabeg; Norman Morrison, 8 Skigersta;
Mrs D. Munro, Achmore; Mrs Norman  Murray, Ll Skigersta;
Miss M.  Mactarlane, Onich; Miss Chris. Mackenzie, 55 Shore Street, Inver-
ness; Miss M., Macleod, 35 Bayhead Street, Stornoway; Miss J. J. Tallach,
Foyers; Miss R. Maclean, Bualnaluib School; Mrs John Maclennan, Isle Ewe.

OTHER SUBSCRIPTIONS.—Mr Hugh Brown, Lochranza, 5s; Mr D.
Calder, 26 Worbeck Road, London, 2s; Miss M. {ameron, Kishorn, 4s 6d; Mrs
A. Campbell, Brauleboro, U.S.A., 4s 2d; Miss J. Fraser, Conon-Bridge, 10s;
Kenneth Kerr, Woollahra, Sydney, U.S.A., 6s; Miss S. Kerr, Clashnessie, 2s;
Mrs M. J. Macdougall, Westerton, Drumchapel, 8s; Peter Macewen, Laird,
Sask., Canada, 16s; Miss B. Mackenzie, Stroud, Glos., £1; Miss C. Mackenzie,
Seafield Ilouse, Lochinver, 10s; Miss H, Mackenzie, Lennie-Rannoch, 3s;
John Maclennan, Camusterrach, 5s; Mrs Ritson, Bank of Scotland House,
Kyle, 5s.

FREE DISTRIBUTION.—Anon., Carr-Bridge Post-mark, 5s 6d; Mrs W.
Black, Melness, 6s; A. Livingstone, Fernabeg, 6s; Peter Macewan, Laird,
Sask., 4s 8d; Miss {. Mackenzie, 55 Shore Street, Inverness, 1s; Mr A. Mac-
lean, Teafrish, 5s; Miss R. Maclean, Bualnaluib School, 2s; Nurse Nicolson,
Inverness, 5s.





