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Looking MWack and Forward.

PBY the time this issue of the Magazine is in the hands

of most of our readers, .another year with its
sorrows, tragedies, blasted hopes and disappointments
on the one hand, and its joys, unanticipated blessings,
mercies and favours received on the other hand, will
have passed beyond the hope of recall. Another mile-
stone has been passed, and this is fitted to fill the mind
of many with the thought that for them there are not
many more to pass, and of all, that they are nearer the
end of the journey than they ever were before. It is a
time when the prayer should be on the lips of all: *‘So
teach us to number our days, that we may apply our
hearts unto wisdom.’” The past year to some of our
readers has brought sorrow—their ‘circumstances are not
so promising as they were—death has entered the family
circle, and there are vacant places—ill-health may have
stricken down some dear one and the future is overcast
with a funereal pall. To all such we extend our heart-
felt sympathy, for though many of our readers are un-
known to us, yet we feel an interest in them and their
welfare. To those who are of the household of faith
we can without any fear bring them the cheering
message that all their sorrows and afflictions are part of
the ‘‘all things that work together for good to them who
love God, who are the called according to His purpose.”
Looking at things as they see them, they are ready to say
with Jacob: “All these things are against me.” But it
is not so. Even now all these things so forbidding in
their outward appearance are working together for the
good of God’s people, and as for the future these light
afflictions are working out for them ‘“‘a far more exceed-
ing and eternal weight of glory.” “For which cause,”
the Apostle says, ‘“we faint not; but though our outward
man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day."



























































































































