




































































The Babe in Bethlehem.

ttbe :tBabe in :tBetblebem.
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"THE most famous sermon Mr Lachlan Mackenzie
ever preached," says Dr Kennedy, in the Days

of the Fathers in Ross-shire, "was on 'The Babe in
Bethlehem.' It made a very deep impression on the
minds of such of the Lord's people as were privileged
to hear it: and the memories of that sermon were al­
ways recalled with peculiar vividness and delight.
The preacher having proposed to go to seek for Jesus,
an inquirer was supposed to offer to attend him, and
the two were represented as setting out together on that
search. They had not gone far when, the inquirer's
.eye resting on a fine house not far away, he said­
'Surely this is the place where we will find Him.'
'Come and let us see,' was the guide's reply. They go
io the fine mansion, and peeping in through the win­
dow, they see a company seated rouna a gaming table.
"Oh, come away! come away! Jesus cannot be here,'
the inquirer cries. 'I knew that,' his guide replied.
'but while we are on the way to some other place let
me tell you what will be the fate of the company on
which we were looking.' He then detailed the future
of the family in the mansion, and the programme he
gave was actua~ly carried out in the after-history of a
family in his parish. 'Oh, perhaps He is there,' says
the inquirer, pointing to another house. 'Come and
let us see,' was again the guid.e's reply. They ~eached

the house, but they had only just stood, when the
hoarse laugh of the drunkard sounded in their ears.
Again the inquirer is satisfied that they must seek else­
where for Jesus; and, again, with wonderful minute­
ness, the minister describes the future career of another
household in his parish. After repeated trials, made at
his own suggestion, the inquirer begins to despair of
finding Jesus at all. He leaves himself now entirely
in the hands of his guide, who brings him to the back
court of an inn, and pointing to the door of the stable,
says, 'It is there Jesus will be found.' 'There !' cries
the inquirer, 'behind that !Dass of filth,' as he pointed
to the dung-heap at the door of the stable.' Applying
this to the remembrance of past sins, and his fear that
one so guilty as he could never find Jesus, the guide
reasoned with the inquirer till his first difficulty was
removed. He then brings him to the threshold, but
the filth within now arrests him. 'Oh, surely,' he
cries, 'He cannot be in such a place as tfiis.' Applying
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this to the sense of indwelling corruption, his guide
again reasons with the inquirer till the second difficulty
is removed. But seeing beasts within, he is afraid to
cross over to the manger. This suggests the presence
and wiles of the tempter, and the inquirer's fears,
arising from temptation, are met and removed. At
last the manger is reached, and there, in swaddling
clothes, they find the infant Jesus. In the renewed
will of the inquirer himself, seeking Jesus as revealed
and offered in the Gospel, and as he fain would embrace
Him .in the I?romise, if he d~re, Jesus at last is found,
notwIthstandmg all past gUIlt; abounding corruption,
and harassing temptations" (Days of the Fathers in
Ross-shire, 1897 Edit., pp. 65, 66).

1Rotes an~ ~omments.

The British and Foreign Bible Society and the
Trinitarian Bible Society.-As some of our readers are
probably aware, there is a controversy between these
two Bible Societies, and as the representatives of the
larger Society had been making attacks upon the ver­
acity and trustworthiness of the statements made by
the Trinitarian Bible Society as to the issue of corrupt
versions in foreign languages issued by the British and
Foreign Bible Society, the whole field of controversy
was reviewed in the "Quarterly Record" of the Trini­
tarian Bible Society, beginning with the April issue,
1924, and concluded in the January issue, 1926-in all,
seven issues at one penny each. Apart from the light
thrown on the controversy, these Records contain very
interesting material and informationrabout the good
work done by this excellent Society. The Society sets
itself against the issue of corrupt versions of the Word
of God in foreign translations, and is doing fine work
at home and abroad. The above-mentioned Records
may be had from the secretary, The Rev. F. Gecil
Lovely, B.A., 7 Bury Street, Bloomsbury, London,
W.G.l·.

Romanism in the- Ohurch of England.-We give the
following extracts, says the "English Gh~lrchma~,"
from the "Acton Gazette" respecting the serVIces whICh
were held in St Peter's, Acton :-"On Good Friday the
ancient liturgical service known as the Mass of the
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Presanctified, and obseryed ,throughout W~stern and
Eastern Christendom, was the principal service at ii
a.m. at the above church. In the presence of a good
congregation, with the customary dignified ceremonial,
the service was one of deep reverence, and the Vener-
ation of the Cross formed part of the service. 'The
Reproaches' were sung feelingly by the choir." "On
Easter Day there were Low Masses with Communion
at 6.45 and 8 a.m., High Mass with procession at ii
a.m., the preacher being the vicar. At 3.15 there was
a children's service with procession, and at 6.30 solemn
Evensong with procession, sermon and Adoration."
This shows how far things have drifted in the diocese
of London and the deplorable lack of discipline pre­
vailing..

The Great Strike.-Our country has just passed
through one of the most critical periods of our history.
The Trades Union Council launched on the com­
munity a General Strike, as they said, in support of
the miners. Fortunately, though it caused untold
trouble, inconvenience, and loss, the cOl,ll1try rallied to
the side of the Government, and the infatuated men
who called the Strike saw it end in a tragic failure,
and have had to admit defeat. It was one of the most
gigantic blunders ever made hy men professing to be
leaders of men. As a conntry we have had a revela­
tion of the forces that are out for disorder and revolll­
tion. On the other hancl, we have the greatest cause
of thankfulness to God that He frustrated the designs
of evil men. It was for these reasons the Synod ap­
pointed a Day of Humiliation, Prayer, and Thanks­
giving on 26th May. We cannot here refer to the
subject at greater length. Our printers were held up
like others, and though they have pushed on the print­
ing as rapidly as possible after the Strike, it was im­
possible to get the matter throug'h as expeditiously as
formerly. This 8xulains the delay in the issue of the
Magazine this month.

<tburcb 'ROteB.

Communions.-June-First Sabbath, Coigach and
Applecross; second, Shieldaig; third; Dornoch, Glen­
dale, Helmsdale. and Lochcarron; fourth, Gairloch and
Inverness. Jul.r~-First Sabbath, Lairg, Raasay, and
Beauly; second, Tain, Staffin, and Tomatin; third,
Daviot, Halkirl" Flashadder, and Rogart; fourth, Plock-
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ton, Bracadale, and North Uist. August-----:-First Sab­
bath-Dingwall; second, Portree and Stratherrick;
third, Bonar-Bridge and Broadford. tieptember---:'"
Vatten, third Sabbath. The Lewis Communions will
be given in the July Magazine.

Meeting of Synod.-The Synod met in Glasgow on
Tuesday, 18th May, when the retiring moderator, Rev.
N. Macintyre, preached on Matt. xvi. !8-"Thou art
Peter, and upon this rock will I build my church."
There \vas a large attendance of the public, but the
dislocation of boat and train services caused by the
Strike interfered with the attendance of members. In­
teresting and encouraging reports were given in on the
Foreign Mission and Canadian Mission, and also on
Religion and Morals and the finances of the Church.
We. hope to give these reports in our next issue, and also
a full report of the Synod. It may interest our readers
to know that the matter referred to in the opening
article as to a history of the Free PresbyterIan Church
received the attention of the Synod, and a Committee
has been appoint~d to carry out thlt work.

- Jubilee Presentation to the Rev. D. Macfarlane,
Dingwall.-On Friday, 21s~ May, according to the
Synod's arrangement, the Moderator (Rev. D. M. Mac­
donald) and the Clerk of the Synod (Rev. D. Heaton),
\vitlt Mr James Mackay, representing the Southern
Pr.esbytery, and Mr Kenneth Mathe80n, representing the
Northern Presbytery, with other friends, met in the
Free Presbyterian Manse, Dingwall. The Moderator,
after opening the meeting with devotional exercises, pre­
sented an address from the Synod, and thereafter the
Clerk of Synod handed to Mr Macfarlane a cheque for
a substantial sum. 1'.11' Macfarlane suitably replied,
and thanked the Church cordially for their kind remem­
brance of him. He wished for all his friends God's
blessing. The meeting concluded with the singing of
Psalm cxxxiii.

Ordinati'Jn and Induction at Halkirk.-The North­
ern Presbytery have appointed Tuesday, the 30th June,
for the ordination and induction of the Rev. vVilliam
Grant. Public worship will (D.V.) begin at 12.30 p.m.

Dunoon.-We are pleased to be able to intimate
that Mr Maclean, formerly of Sandbank, IS expected
to conduct the services (D.V.) in Dunoon during the
months of July and August.

London Miss-jon.-It has been arranged that the
Rev. W. Grant will (D.V.) conduct the services in our
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Road,
with

London Mission for three Sabbaths, beginning. 30th
May. For Hall address and hours, see· Magazine
cover. Mr Tallach divinity student, will. (D:.V.)
resume duties there from 20th June. CommumcatlOns
may be addressed to Mr Grant (c/o Butler), 160 War­
wick Street, S.W·.

Collection for this Month.~By appointment of .th.e
Synod, the collection for the Aged,' and Infirm Mml­
sters' 'Widows, and Orphans' Fund is to be taken up
during the month of June.

BcJ:mowlebgment of IDonatlonB.

John Grant, Palmerston Villa, Millburn
Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges,
thanll:s, the following c1onations:-

SUSTENTATION FUND.-::lIrs I'. Cameron, Ardgour, 8s; Mrs MplIat,
Sand3ig, Glenelg, 108; i\frs ~l:1ckenzie, AutLands, Coigach, £1; a Friend,
Skelpick, pet' :Mis8 .r. 1\'hmro, 55; l".ll., Heast, £2;· Mr3 .1\1 •.Macgregof, prom·
ullie. 6s; J;lck :M acrae, PuerIo, .Argentina, 10s; Angus Macrao, Vancouver
Island, £1 Os 5d; Nurse "iI1a.ciolles, J\1elrose, 5B.

COLLEGE FUND.-A Friend, Wick, per Rev. N. Cameron, 105.

HOME MISSION FUND.-Miss Kerr, Pitlochry, 4s 6d; F.P., Heast, £1;
::\lr5 Call1eron, Aeharaclc, Is; :Miss E. ~1acrae, Windsor, Ontario, 45 Id.

ORGAN ISATION FUND.-J. i\lacrae, Argentina, 55; A. Stewart, Spean·
Bridge, 165.

JEWISH AND FOREIGN MISSIONS.-D. Clark, Valencia, li.S.A., £6;
J. and B., T. ;If., Canada, 128 3d; 1. M. n., Dornoch, 10s; 'Ihos. ~Illc,

donald, Brock, Sask., £2 05 10d; A. Macdonald, do., do., 8s 2d; Mrs J.
Grant, :Bae-lueiman, Lochiu\'er, Ss; !\frs Hogg, 46 l\lanor Road. London! 125';
~1rs Mackay, Saval, Lairg (for Kaffir Bibles), 105; James Ross, Bac.kl" ss,
Watten (for do.), 8s; A. Macnicol, Station liouse, (:orrour (for Mrs Radasi),
65; K. ~Iackenzie, .-\.chanalt (for do.), 4s 6d; J. ~Iacrae, Argentina, 55; a.
Gairloch Friend, 58; Mrs Robertson, She>re Street, Ullapool, £1; l.Irs Robert·
son, Shore Street, Ullapool (fo'r Kaffir Bibles), £1; Miss B. Macleod, Boston,
D.S.A., per Rev. N. Cameron, £20. Rev. J. Tallach's Car Ftind.~Per Re•.
N. Camemn-R. lIIacsween, Coigach, 10s; Miss B. Macleod, Boston, U.S.A.,
£1; Friend, Blil,ck Isle,_ 105: Per General Treasurer'-'?'P' J Sutherlandshire,
105; James Ross, Backless, 85; Betty and John lI1unro, Simcoe, Ontario,
85 2d; John Maclennan, Charleston. Gairloch, 55; J. C. Gordon, Atlantic
City, N.J., £1; Mrs Robertson, Shore Street, Ullapool, 10s; Alex. Macken·
zie, Pultney Street, do., 108.

REV. D. MACFARLANE'S MINISTERIAL JUBiLEE PRESENTATION.­
John Grant, 4 Mmburn Road, Inverness, Treasurer of .the above Fund,
acknowledges, with sincere thauks, contributioU5 amounting to £187 i8s 7d,
which "Illount includes the following donations :-A Gairloch Friend, 10s;
F.P., Kedd, 55; E. Murray, Glasgow postlllllrk, 5s; a Well,wisher, Arran; 48;
a. Friend, Kilsyth, 108; J. a.nd B., T. M., !Ca.nada, £1 Qs 8d; Anon., Storno-
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,Vay, 58; F,P,,' Sutherlandslfire, 105; Anon., Inverness, 10s.; 'Vell-wisher, -Muir
of Oid, 5s; F'riends, WinnipQg Congregation, per Mr Wm. Slnclair, £4; Dea­
con:;;' Cou'rt, Inverness Congregation, £5; Deacons;' Court, St Jude's, Glasgow,
£20.

55 SU BSC RIPTlONS.-Mr P. Mackenzie, Breakachy, Beauly; Ml' Charles
Gillies, Lochgilphead; Mr Robert Morrison, mercha.nt, Hal'ris; Ml' M. Mac­
lennau, No. 1 Tomich, :Muir of Ord; :Mr D. Cameroll, Lower ScotstOWll, Stroll·
tlall; :Mr John :Macgregof, Corriekinloch, Lairg; l\{r John :,Macdonald, P .0.,
Dochgarroch; Thlr A. Beaton, _s.s. "Hebrides," Glasgow; Mrs K. l\fackenzie,
Badniscallie, Coigach; John Macleod, Holman, Raasay; ~1iss Luey Graham,
Culkein, Dl.'ull1beg; Nurse :Martin, C'harles.- St.reet, Inverness; :Ml's Mackenzie,
18 High Street, }""iorres ; Miss ~l. ~:ioITison, Braushine, Sto-rnoway; l\Iurdo Mac­
leuuall, DelTJ'claggan, Shieldaig; ~1iss M. :Macaskill, Culke'in, Clashnessie; Mrs
Don. ~lorrison, 46:North To18ta; F. f'raser, Jeantown W., Lochcarron; 1.1r 1i.
l\Iaeka.y, Stock port Road, 1\lanchester; Tllos. Macdonald, Brock, Sask., Canada;
1\11'5 :Machrer, Carman House, Sha,,,bQ.st, Stornoway.

OTHER SUBSCRIPTIONS,~MrsDallas, Milton, Aviemore, 4s 6d; Miss A.
11ackellzie, Reancarn, Claslmessie, 8s; .Miss C. 11acphcrsoll, Sherboke Street,
'M,ontreal, 35; :Mrs ~Iac(lonuld, Tighnabl'uich, Torridon, 7s 6d; David Suther­
land, Cadboll Mount Cottage, ll'eal'n, 4s 4d; ~liS& P. Macneill, 199-31st Avenue,
Vancouvc,r, 4s Id; 1\lrs R. 1\1 iller, Chesley, Ontorio, 4s 1d; Alist-air 11ackinllon,
Hi Elgoll, 4s 4d; Miss M. J. Ramage, Waterloo, Ontario, 4s 1d; Mrs C. MaG­
donald, Logan Avenue, To'ronto, 45 lod; D. Macdonald, 9 Lionel, Kess, 8s;
~{r AI. :Mol:rison, Adit 4, FOl't-\Villiam, £1 105; James ~G. White, Stevenston,
105; Alex_ Macdonald, merchant, Lochmaddy, £2; Mrs R. Maclean, Balblair,
Beauly, 8s; Mrs D.Fa-irlie, Tay Vallich, Lochgilpllead, 103; A. 'Mackenzie,
Letters, IAJchbroom,' 48 6d; Mrs O. B. Zuglc-f, Texas, D.S.A., 45 6dj Don.
l\facmillan, Ballachulish, 10S; Miss 1. GO-rdOll, Inverness, 85; D. G. ~iackenzie,

Shieldaig, 148'; Mrg ~lacive-r, ~orth Tolsta, 108; 1I-fiss C. A. nlacdonald, ~-lca­

vaig, Stornoway, 8s; 1\11'8 :Macleod, Alness, 3s 6d; Miss l\Iacpherson, Shieldaig,
65; Miss nf.ary Ca.mpbel1, 2 EyHort, Carbost, 45 2d; :Mrs H. B. Armstrong,
R.R.1, Allandale, Ontario, 125 3d; Murdo Macleod, Bayonne, New Jersey, 45
2d; Mrs John Macleod, R.R., No. 3, Lucknow, 8s 2d; Mr R. F. Mackenzie,
(lo. do., 8s 2d; Murdo Mathe50n, do. do., 85 2d; D. R. Maciver, Stettler,
Alberta, 55 1R; 1\rrs 1. C. Boston. Clnneron Street, Regina, 55 1d; nlr5 S. K.
'Vallace, PoIson Avenue,\Vinn~peg, 5s Id; Duncan :Macle-od, Parkhill, Canada,
8s 2d; Miss A. ll. 'Macdonald, Box 603, Goderich, Ontario, £1 165; MiS5 Sarah
Morri50n, flo. do., 48 10d.

FREE DISTRI BUTlON.~:\lr Chas. Gillie8, Lochgilphead, 55;, Miss M.
Grant, Aviemore, 45; :Miss B. }la-cdonald, 13 Alexandel' Street, Clydebank, 6s;
.Mrs A. ?l-Iaclennan, Dallas, FOlTes, 1s; :Miss K. Grant, Kilmalcollll, 6:-;; nod.
Mackenzie, Fort-William, '25; Don. Macleod, Strathy Point, 68; C. S. MurraJ',
Scotscalder, 165; Mr J. R. Crowc, Weybriclge, 65; Jamcs Forbes, South Clnnes,
6s; :MrA. Robertson, missionary, Plockton, 2s; :Mrs J. Ross, Lo,aus, Rarichie,
Feam, 6s; A. Bea-ton, s.s. "Hebrides," Gla.sgow, 25 6d; :Miss A. 1\Iorrison,
Bridge of Weir, 55; ~Ir:3 nlacleod, Struth, I..ev-erburgh, 4s; :i\1iss Isa. Morrison,
BallantrushaI. I.ewis, 38; ~lllrdo 1\1aclennan, 449 St George's Hoad, Glasgow,
65; D. A. Mar.donald, commission agent, Kirkhill, 4s; D. l\ianson, Rock;y Lane,
Monton, 12s; Samuel Fra,er, Stratl1pefler, 65; James Campbell, 10 Braneshile
Gardens, LOlidon, 6s; l\Iiss J. C. Kerr, Pitlochry, 28; :Miss T. Gm·don, Inverness,
25; Miss RellaMacleod, 27 Park Circus, Glasgow, 105; "Miss 1\1. Mackenzie,
13 Glengyle Terrace. Edinburgh, 48 6d; Miss J. Bain, 18 Irville Place. . ber­
deen, 6s; Thos. ~lacdonald, Brock., Sask., Canada, 158 5d; Mrs C. W,atson,
Pasade.ria, California, 128; Mr Wm. Anderson, 125 Broad Street, Pallll~rston

North, New Zealand, 55,




