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The Origin of “Easter” and the “ East=

waro [Position.”
By REv. D. MACFARLANE, DINGWALL.

T is well known that the custom of observing Easter
is still kept up in Ritualistic Churches from year to
year as a season of a reholous festival, dnd we are
accustomed to hear of the ° Easter Hohdays Now,
- there' is no foundation in Scripture for the religious
observance of Easter. The word Easter is not a scrip-
tural term.

It may be objected that the word Easter is in Acts
xii. 4. Yes, the word is there, but it is a mistransla-
tion of the original. The ‘Greek word there is
“‘pascha,” and all who know the Greek language know
that the word is used by the Apostle Paul in I. Cor.
v. 7, where he says—'Christ our passover (pascha) is
sacrificed for us.”” Those who observe the Easter
festival say that they do so to commemorate the Resur-
rection of Christ from the dead. But as the Lord’s
Supper is the ordinance Christ instituted to commemo-
rate His death, the Christian Sabbath is the ordinance He
appointed to commemorate His resurrection. Every
Sabbath reminds us of the resurrection of Christ; and
to add Easter to that memorial of His resurrection has
no divine authority. It is a mere human invention.

“The observance of Easter is of Pagan origin. There
was a Pagan goddess of the name Eastre, and her wor-
shippers (elebld,ted an annual festival in honour of her
in the month of April—the month in which Ritualists
observe Easter! Some think the goddess Eastre was
the same as Astoreth, the goddess of the Sidonians—
I. Kings, xi. b, and that she represented the moon,
which was an object of heathen worship. As the
Ritualistic Churches borrowed a great deal of their
religion from the Pagans, they borrowed this part of
their religion from them {oo.

This of itself is a sufficient reason why men call-
ing themselves Christians should give it up as a
heathenish practice. But some may say it is an ancient
custom, and that Easter was observed in the Christian
Church at an early day. But the antiquity of a thing
is no reason for its continuance if it is not sanctioned
by the Word of God.

There was no observance of Easter in the days of
the Apostles; but it was introduced. into the Church,
along with other heathenish practices, soon after they
had left the world.
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The observance of Easter is not the only heathenish
practice to be found in Ritualistic Churches; there are
many more. Among others, may be mentioned the
clergyman’s practice of turning his face to the east
when he is conducting public worship. The Pagans
did the same, and especially the conductor of worship.
What was the reason for this attitude? The reason
was that they worshipped the sun, as the sun rose in
the east, the conductor of worship turned his face to
the east when leading the worship of his god.

Now, it is lamentable, not to say sinful, that men
and women bearing the Christian name should, in the
20th century, be imitating the dark heathens in their
worship of the living and true God !

The poor heathen did not know better; they had
no Bible to guide them. Both men and women who
have God’s Book in their hand are left without excuse
if they do not worship God according to the rule of
His Word.

These heathenish practices are pointed out that
those who are guilty of them might be led to discon-
tinue them, and begin to worship God in a Christian
manner, and that those who worship Him accoraing
to His Word might not be led astray by the example
of Ritualists who borrowed much of their religious
observances from the benighted heathen.

Should this friendly warning fail to produce the
desired effect on either party, the blame must lie on
them and not on the writer of this article.

Litcrary Motice.

THE LEAVEN OF THE SADDUCEES, by Ernest Gordon.
Chicago : Bible Institute Colportage Association,
826 North La Salle Street. Paper covers, $1.00
net.

This is a timely exposure of the leavening work of
Unitarianism in the New England Churches, especially
the Congregational. @ Mr Gordon produces a damaging
array of facts, which reveal a very low standard of
ethical conduct on the part of Unitarian preachers. He
exposes the efforts made by Unitarianism to capture the
Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., and also its efforts to bring
American Universities, Colleges, and Educational Insti-
tutions down to its low and degrading views of the Son
of God. The chapter on the Religious Education As-
sociation is a revelation of the malign influences at work
in teaching the most advanced higher critical views
to the young. The American Colleges, at least too
many of them, seem to be permeated with Unitarian teach-
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ing. The bare-faced attempt of the Andover trustees
to affiliate the theological school with that of the Uni-
tarian Harvard is one of the most glaring efforts of the
unethical attempts of Modernism to divert endowments
to other purposes than that for which they were in-
tended.  Fortunately the law put a stop to this plan.
The story of the apostasy of the Union Theological
Seminary, New York, is sad reading. The drift began
with Dr Briggs, and has culminated in the daring
statements of President McGiffert. Mr Gordon’s book
makes sad reading, but he has done an excellent ser-
vice to Christianity in exposing how widespread the
Sadducean leaven 1s. In his last chapter Mr Gordon
goes further afield, and shows how this Modernism is
sapping the vitality of religion in Europe as well as in
America. It was high time American Christianity rose
and met the Modernist foe. It would be well if some-
one in this country would do a similar piece of work
for Britain. It would help to open the eyes of the
people to the real seriousness of the religious situaticn
We very heartily commend this book to the attention <!
our readers who are interested in the subject.

Motes and Comments.

The Eternal Sonship of Jesus Christ.—Some of our
English readers have written us objecting to the state-
ment in our review of J. C. Philpot's ‘“‘Efernal Sonship
of the Lord Jesus,” that ‘‘Among the Strict Baptists
those who deny the Eternal Sonship are represented
by the ‘Earthen Vessel.””  We are assured by our
correspondents that this is too sweeping a statement in
regard to the denomination whose organ is the
“Earthen Vessel,” and whose official designation is the
Strict and Particular Baptist Denomination, as it is
unfair to charge the whole denomination with this
heresy. 'We accept these assurances, and we should
be sorry to do injustice to those who hold this important
and Scriptural doctrine in that denomination. At the
same time, this heresy is so unscriptural and the ex-
pressions- quoted by Mr Philpot from the ** Earthen
Vessel” so shocking that we feel that all who value
Scriptural truth should give a very wide berth to any
who hold it or are lukewarm about the Scriptural doc-
[rine. ~ All frue Christians should be of one mind on
ihlS matter, and if others hold different views it should
ve made plain to them that this doctrine is too im-
portant in the estimation of God’s people to enter into

Hgﬁ field of charitable consideration for the opinions of
ofhiers.
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Church iotes.

Gommunions.—October—Second Sabbath, Gairloch;
third, Scourie; fourth, Lochinver; fifth, Wick. No-
vember—First Sabbath, Oban; second, Glasgow; third,
‘Halkirk, Edinburgh, and Dornoch. Jan.—lLast Sabbath,
Inverness. Feb.—First Sabbath, Dingwall. South
African Mission.—The following are the dates of the
Communions :—Last Sabbath of March, June, Septem-
ber, and December. Note.—Notice of any additions to,
or alterations of, the above list should be sent to the
Editor.

Collection for this Month.—The collection ap-
pointed by the Synod for Home Mission (Missionaries’
and Catechists’) Fund is to be taken up this month.
According to the Synod’s instructions, the collection is
to be taken up by book from house to house. It is
sincerely hoped that there will be a liberal response
from the people of our Church to this collection.

Gail to the Rev. Finlay Macleod, Probationer.—The
joint congregation of Dornoch and Rogart have pre-
sented a call to the Rev. Finlay Macleod, probationer,
and the Northern Preshytery has appomted (D.V.),
Tuesday, 5th October, at 6.30 p.m., for the ordination
and induction.

Winnipeg.—According to information received, it is
expected that Mr James Tallach will be ordained on
the 13th of October, and that he will sail for Canada on
the 15th of the same month. . Mr Tallach is to take
Mr D. J. Matheson’s place, who returns to this country.

-London Missien.—We regret that the hall, owing to
difficulty in getting supply, has had to be tempolarlly
closed, but we smcerelv hope that this is only for a
short time. :

ﬂchnowlebgment of Donations.

John Grant, Palmerston Villa, Millburn Road.
Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges, with
thanks, the following dénations:—

SUSTENTATION FUND.——Mrs Macleod, Slumbeg, Lochcarron, 3s; John
K. Maclennan, The Gardens, Dankeith, £1; Mrs Mackinnon, Barfad, Kirkcowan,
6s; Miss C. Macaskill, Dunorchy, Dalmally, 12s; per Rev. E. Macqueen—
Friend, Manchester, £4; per do., Friend, Uist, £1.

WINNIPEG CHURCH BUILDING FUND.—Mr J. Grant, General Trea-
surer, acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following donations:—James
Campbell, Inverness, £3; Friend, Inverness, 5s.

CCLLEGE FUND.—J, McD, Redfield, £1; a Friend, per K. Macrae, Loch-
carron, 2s. k
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The following lists have been sent ir. for publication:—

DUNOON CHURCH DEBT FUND.—Rev. N. {ameron gratefully acknow-

ledges a donation of 10s from Mr Wi, Anderson,125 Broad Street, Palmerston
North, New Zealand.

GREENOCK CHURCH PURCHASE FUND.—Mr John Urquhart, 12 Lyn-
doch Street, Greenock, acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following dona-
tions :—DMurdo Mackinnon, Stockinish, Harris (collecting card), £6 4s; Miss
Isobel Graham, Shieldaig (do.), £2 16s; Friend, Gareloch, per D. Macsween,
Greenock, £1. !

HALKIRK CHURCH AND MANSE ALTERATION FUND.—Rev. William
Grant acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following donations towards re-
moval of debt:—Mr and Mrs MacAdie, London, £1; Mrs Paterson, Altnaceal-
gach Hotel, Sutherlandshire, £1; Two Friends, Dingwall, £5.

JEWISH AND FOREIGN MISSIONS.—A. (., Golspie, 2s 6d; D. Clark,
Valencia, Penn., U.S.A., £6; F.P., Shieldaig, 3s 6d; Mrs M. Maclennan, Nap-
pan Station, Nova Scotia, £1 0s 7d; Anon., Glasgow postmark, o/a Rev. J.
Tallach’s Car Fund, 2s 6d; Mrs A. Chisholm, Thornhill, Dumfriesshire, o/a
do., £1; Mrs Scott and Nurse Macdonald, Grafton, Australia, o/a do., 10s;
Miss H. Mackenzie, Innes Street, Inverness, o/a Mrs Radasi, 10s.

ORGANISATION FUND,—Mr Alex. MacNeilage, Kilereggan, 6s.

The fdagaszine.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED FOR MAGAZINE—5s SUBSCRIPTIONS.—M.
A. Boyd, 1120 W. 102nd Street, Los Angeles, California; Capt. Chapman, The
Strand, Townsvale, Queensland; Miss Morrison, Larkhall; D. Mackenzie,
Morningside, Auckland, N.Z.; L. Mackinnon, 24 Elgoll; Hugh Macqueen, Kerry-
crusack Farm, Rothesay.

4s SUBSCRIPTIONS.—Mrs Andrews, 35 Westbourne Terrace, Hyde Park,
London; John Campbell, Culdnie, Applecross; Mrs Campbell, 15 Hill Street,
Springburn, Glasgow; Mrs D. Gillanders, TFernabeg, Arrina; A. Gillies, Fladda,
Raasay; Mrs D, Gillies, 15 Inverarish Terrace, Raasay; Thos, Finlayson,
Trantlemore, Forsinard; Angus Kerr, 265 Calder Street, Govanhill, Glasgow;
Miss M. Gunn, Badentarbert, Achiltibuie; Miss B. Matheson, Kenloch, Shiel-
daig; Mrs Hugh Matheson, Badnaban, Lochinver; Mrs H. Matheson, Flat,
Alaska, North America; Rod, Mackay, Crockvar, Evelix, Dornoch; John Mac-
kay, 17 Skigersta, Port of Ness; Murdo Mackay, 21 do.; Colin Mackenzie,
. Sufiield, Alberta; John Mackenzie, Glendarroch, Lochinver; Mrs Mackinnon,
Barfod, Kirkcowan; John Maclennan, Laid, Rogart; Mrs H. Macleod, Polophoch,
Fearn; Miss M. Macleod, 2 Branshine, Stornoway: J. Macleod, Achillie, Rogart;
John Macleod, - Crianlarich, Perthshire; Wm, Macpherson, Bailenancraobh,
Bonar-Bridge; James Maciver, Inverewe, Grant Street, Ilgin; John Macleod,
14 Maclennan Street, M.F., Glasgow; Alex. Macneilage, Kilereggan; Mrs R.
Macrae, Ardelve, Kyle; Ken. Macrae, Millbank, Lochecarron; Mr H. B. Pitt, 7
Silver Street, Trowbridge.

OTHER SUBSCRIPTIONS.—Arch. Campbell, Brattleboro, Vt., U.S.A. 4s
1d; Miss J. Campbell, Bailey’s Hotel, London, 10s; Mrs M. Cress, Cromarty,
10s; A. Morrison, Lingerbay, Leverburgh, 16s; Alex. Finlayson, Dutton, On-
tario, 4s 1d; Rod Matheson, Lonbain, Shieldaig, 8s; Don. Macdonald, 13 Cove,
Inverasdale, 10s; «{olin Macdougall, School Road, Port Ellen, 2s 8d;
A, Macfarlane, R.R. No, 1, Chesley, 12s 3d; J. K. Maclen-
nan, _The Gardens, Dankeith, Kilmarnock, 3s; Mrs Mackintosh, Tor-
darrach Mains, Farr, 14s; Don. Maclennan, Kincardine, Ontario, 4s 1d; Mrs
Mary Maclennan, Nappan Station, N.S., 4s 1d; Mrs M. Mackeracher, Dutton,
Ontario, 4s 1d; Mrs Macleod, Alness, 10s 6d; Mrs M. Macleod, 2 West Suish-
nish, Raasay, 4s 6d; Don. Macleod, 106th Street, Edmonton, Alberta, 3s 3d;
Maleolm Macleod, 14 Rozel Street, Saint Charles, Montreal, 4s 6d; Murdo
Macrae, joiner, Milton, Applecross, 10s.

FREE DISTRIBUTION.—Anon., Glasgow postmark, 23 6d; F. M, D,
Valtos, per A. Mackay, Staffin, 2s 8d; Angus Kerr, 265 Calder Street, Govan-
hill, Glasgow, 28 6d; Rod, Matheson, Lonbain, Shieldaig, 2s.





