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Dancing at its Worst.-Dancing at its best, as c,arried
on in our day, is a form of dissipation that wise people,
to say nothing of Christians, should carefully shun.
But when it descends to what took place recently in
Oxford, under the auspices of the Oxford University
Dramatic Society, one begins to wonder if such things
are actually possible in a Christian land, in one O[ the
towns of our foremost Universities, and by youths under­
going training there. The "Daily Mail" (London), in
reporting this orgy of devilry, heads its report-" Hell'
Ball at Oxford." It says there were 500 guests, and
these were met at the entrance to the Town Hall by a
party of red-clothed "devils," led by Mr P. B. MoSni­
ham, son of Sir Berkeley Moyniham, and were con­
ducted into "Hell." Over the doorway was the motto,
"All hope abandon ye who enter here." Moving red
lights, ingeniously reflected from the ceiling, made the
floor look like a fiery river. Round the fiery floor was
an intense, eerie blackness, and but for the hilarious
laughter of the dancers the place might have been a
cave lit by black-red lanterns swung by unseen spirits.
At one end of the hall was a band gathered round the
"Gates of Heaven," which were kept closed. Astonished
and shocked reader! this is not an account of a cannibal
dance, but of young men and women of a town
renowned for its high intellectual life. The whole
setting not only shocks every serious mind, but is a
daring trifling with matters that should never be referred
to but with the. most solemn seriousnes:;;. It i" on
record that a worthy elder, while listening to a sermon
in which the preacher time aRd again uttered the word
"hell" in an unfeeling and harsh way, was overheard
by those sitting near him say-"Ay, man, if ye got a dip
into it for two seconds ye would have a little more feel­
ing when ye spoke about it." The light-hearteGil com­
pany that danced and laughed in the Town Hall of
Oxford may have. another day, unless God in His mercy
save them, when the laughter will be absent and their
dancing at an end, and hell such a reality that none of
them dare mock at it.

Revised Prayer Book.-A momentous vote has been
given by the Church Assembly of the Church of Eng­
land. The total vote was 517 for the Ne:w Prayer
Book and 133 against. The House of Bishops voted as
follows :-34 for, 4 against-House. of Clergy: 253 for,
37 against-House of Laity: 230 for, 92 against. This
has been described as the most important decision
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given by the Church of England since the Reformation.
The Mlatter now goes to the Ecclesiastical Committee of.
Parliament who will decide whether or not the measure
infringes in any way upon the rights of His MaJesty's
subjects. If accepted by them it will then be presented
tc Par.liament. We watch future developments with
the keenest interest, for there can be no doubt but
momentous decisions have been taken and are about to
be taken.

Busy Scenes in Glasgow.-Such was the sub-head­
ing of a recent item of news in the "Glasgow Herald."
The opening sentence read :-"Yesterday murning
[Sabbath, 19th June] scenes at the Central Station,
Glasgow, according to a railway official, were almost
like a Fair Saturday. It was estimated that between
the ordinary 'Sunday' services run by the Lond0n Mid­
land and Scottish Railway Company and special excur­
sion trains about 7000 passengers left the city for
various destinations. Of this number, 4000 travelled
by the special excursion trains, which included Lwo to
Oban, two to Kirkcudbright, one to Stranraer, one :')
Arbroath, and another for the Clyde coast run in con­
nection with a cruise to Brodick Bay." The Scottish
people, it would appear, have taken the hold of Lhe
bit in their mouths, and are determined to set at de­
fiance the divine law, but retribution is awaitins ther,1
as surely as that awaiting the defiers of natural law.
The Railway Companies tell us barefacedly that these
excursions are run on the Lord's Day to increase
revenue, but God has His own way of scattering gain
gathered in defiance of His holy law, and the Railway
Companies may sooq find this out. But whether

. they do or not, the fact remains that a great deal of
guilt rests on them for providing cheap facilities to the
godless trippers who make God's holy day d rlay of
pleasure and sport.

British Delegation to the Vatican. - The following
report from "The Times" (12th May) will be of interest
to our readers :-"Sir A. Chamberlain, replying to Vis­
count Sandon (Shrewsbury, D.), who asked whether the
maintenance of a Legation at the~ Vatican was now re­
garded as a matter of permanent policy, said- :-Yes,
sir. His Majesty's Government have no intention of
withdrawing the Mission to the Holy See. Replying to
Mr Thurtle, Sir A. Chamberlain said :--His Majesty's
Government found it convenient to establish this delega­
tion at a time of great international trouble and diffi-
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. culty. To withdraw the delegation now would, I think,
be an almost offen5ive course, which we should be slow
to adopt. Apart from that, whatever views we may
take individuaUy about the Roman Church, there can be
no doubt that the head of that Church represents a
great force in the world and is venerated by many mil­
lions of his Majesty's subjects. Mr Thurtle-May I ask
why, as this delegation was sent at a time of aboormal
circumstances, and the conditions have become normal,
you should not, as a matter of ordinary policy, with­
draw the delegation? Sir A. Chamberlain-I think
certainly not. I think it would be high,ly impolitic.
Sir H. Slesser (Leeds, S.E., Lab.)-Is it not a fact that
the appointment of the delegation did not entirely arise
out of extraordinary circumstances? Sir A. Chamber­
lain-Ordinary and extraordinary circumstances com­
bined to induce the Government of the day to reach that
decision." It is nothing short of a scandal that not­
withstanding the protests that have been made to the
continuance of a British representative at the Vatican,
that the Government should give permanency to the
appointment. On the first appointment assurance was
given that it was only a temporary appointment, and
then. without consulting Parliament it was made per­
manent. When statesmen shamelessly break their
word, what honour or respect do they deserve?

(!burcb 1Rotes.

Communi,ons.-August-First Sabbath, Dingwall;
second, .Portree and Stratherric"k; third, Laide, Broad­
ford, Bonar-Bridge; fourth, Finsbay, Stornoway.
September-First Sabbath, Vatten, Ullapool; second,
Strathy; third, Tarbert (Harris), Stoer. October
-Second Sabbath, Gairloch; third, Scourie; fourth,
Lochinver; fifth, Wick. November - First Sab­
bath, Oban; second, Glasgow; third, Edinburgh and
Dornoch. South African Mission.-----.,The following are
the date~ of the Communions :-Last Sabbath of March,
June, September, and December. Note.-Notice of any
additions to, or alterations of, the above list should be
sent to the Editor·

Collection for the Month.-The Collection for this
month is for the College Fund. It may bc, also,
pointed out that last Synod decided that the Or~aniza­
tion Fund Collection be taken up in September mstead
of January, as formerly.
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The late Mr Archibald MacColI, Elder, St dude's.­
We deeply regreL to learn that this worthy elder has
passed away. He was in the St Jude's Session from its
beginning'. Mr MacColl was a native of Argyllshire,
and had reached the great age of 88 years. W'e extend
our sympathy to his family and relatives and to the con­
gregation of St Jude's which, as an elder, he served for
so long a time. A fuller notice will appear in a later
i~sue.

South African Mission.-The Rev. Neil Cameron in­
forms us that Mrs Miller, West Banks Terrace, Wick, in
response to the appeal in our last issue, has consented
to receive and despatch parcels of such materials as may
be suitable for bandages for fractured limbs to the
Mission Station at Ingwenya.

Appeal on Behalf of Edinburgh Church Purchase
Fund.-As friends are aware, this church was pur­
chased in July 1921, for £3000, and of that sum £1450
had to be borrowed from friends within the congre­
gation, to whom we extend our gratitude for their sup­
port. With~ne help of' kind friends outside the con­
gregation, we have now got the debt reduced to £523,
which is very gratifying,and the congregation i,; very
grateful to all those who so liberally supported them
by contributing towards the Fund. The Treasmer has
recently received a promissory note for £100, 00 con­
aition that the congregation contribute the balance, Le.,
£423, by March 1929. The promised donation is
liberal, and the congregation is most willing to :io what
they can to raise the required sum; but we feel that
without the help of outside friends, the burden is too
heavy to be met within the period specified. We
therefore, very reluctantly appeal to all friends inter­
ested for their support in order to secure this d,1T,dion,
and (D.V.) have the church cleared of all debt. This
appeal is made with the authority of the SOo.lthern
Presbytery. Contributions will be gratefully received
by the Rev. Neil Macintyre, 41 Colinton Road, Edin­
burgh, and Mr Maclean, 16 Marchmont Crescent, Edin­
burgh, 'freasurer.-Neil Macintyre.

A Witness for the- Sabbath.-The dismissal of Mr
Norman Shaw, assistant light-house keeper, Toward
Point, Argyllshire, and a communicant of our Church,
has awakened considerable interest in the country. The
case has been brought before the House of Commons
and considerable sympathy has been shown to Mr Sha~
for his noble and faithful witness to the sacredness of
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the Lord's Day. It had been decided to test a wireless
.apparatus on the Lord's Day. Mr Shaw refused to taka
part in the experiments because he regar~ed the work
.as unnecessary. He expressed his willingness to attend
to emergency calls as he had always done before. For
refusing, Mr Shaw got notice of dismissal, which was
to take effect on FriClay, 15th July. It appears that
Satan has outwitted himself in this case, and our prayer
is that Mr Shaw may have grace given him to stand
firm in the noble witness he has raised for the sanctity
'Of the Sabbath. If the Clyde Light-houses Commis­
sioners persist in their tyrannical course we feel that
the Lord can easily provide employment for Mr Shaw.
We hope to give further information on the case in our
next issue.

BcJmowlebgment of IDonations.
John Grant, Palmerston Villa, Millburn Road.

Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges, with
thanks, the following donations:-

SUSTENTATION FUND.-Miss M. Dallas, The Birches, Kingus'sie, 5s;
Mrs H. ~Iuckenzie, 31 Foremost, Alta., 17s; Mrs C. Urquhart, 19 Belmont
Fit.reet,_ Toronto, per :Miss J. McColl, Glas·gow, £1; Mrs Cattanach, Kingussie,
10,; Arch. Muclood, 9 Edinbane, Pm·tree, 2s 6d; "Penrith," per Miss C. Mac­
Okay, Dingwall, 45; "In Remembrance of a Loved One," Stornoway, 125 lId;
}[rs 'V. Bonallo. Hogquiam, 'Vash., 10S. Rev. N. Carneron acknowledges,
with thanks, from Capt. Boyd, ola St Judes Sustentation Fund, £16.

AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS' AND WIDOWS' FUND.-Mrs Crowe,
'Veybl·idge. SUI'rey, per Rev. Wm. Grant, £2; Miss J. C. Ken, Pitlochry, 4s;
K. Maclean. Matiel'e, King's County. N. Zealand, 11s 6d.

GENERAL BUILDING FUND.-R. Matheson, Lonbain, Shieldaig, 5S.

JEWISH AND FOREIGN MISSIONS,-Miss A. Mackenzie, Upfietd, Stroud,
'Glos., 25; R. MatheS<Jn, Lonbain, 10S; Friend, Gairlooh, for Kafflr Bibles, pel'
Rev. N. Cameron, £1; Friend, Kishol'll, per do., £1; Mrs A. Macnicol, Cor­
rour, 'for filrs Radasi. 108; Do., for ~'lrs Tallacb's Sewing School, 65 6d; J.
·und B. M.-T.M., Canada, £1 Os 6d; D. Macrae, Ardme,askun, Lochcarron,
Iler K. Macrae, 10s.

The following lists have been sent in for publica­
tion:-

EDINBURGH CHURCH PURCHASE FUND.-Rev. N. Macintyre acknow·
ledges. with sincere thanks, the following donations :-GlendaJe CongregationJ

£17 2s; Geo. Ross, Ullapool, £1; Mrs Moran, Gullane, £1; Mrs Moflat, Glen­
elg, £1; Three Friends, Applecross, lOS, 8S, 5s-£1 3s; a Friend, Broadford,
per Alex. Macaskiil J £1 25; a Friend, 10S; F'ree Presbyternian, Waternish, £2;
ltaasay Congregation, £8 10s.

GLEN DALE BUILDING FUN D.-Rev. James Macleod acknowledges, with
·sincere tMnks, from Mrs Moran, Gullane, £l.

FINSBAY CHURCH BUILDING FUND.-Mr Alex. Morrison, Lingerbay
"llouse. Lingerbay, acknowledges, with sincere thanks, from Mrs Macrae, Craig­
""'d Cottage. Kyle, £1 105; Miss Morrison, Leverburgh, per D. J. Mackay and
Friends, New York, £2.
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HELMSDALE CHURCH BUILDING FUND.-Rev. William Grant, Hal­
kirk, grateJully acknowledges receipt of the follo,v-illg. donations :-J ames·
Ra:;s, Backlass, )Vatten, 108; :Miss G. Sinclair, Halkirk, £1; .Miss .Mackelizie,
Stroud, Glos., 10s; D. J. Ma,ckay, BJ'ighou~e. B ..C., Canada, 8~ 6d; l\lis.:i C.
Ma.ckay, Dingwall (C. Card), £6 168 6d. Per James Aciamson---lvll's A. Hoss,..
Shinness, La,irg, 10s.

35 6d SUBSCRIPTlONS,-Miss Banks, Sinclair Street, llalkirk; Mrs D.
Gillies, 15 Inverarish Terrace, Raasa.y; l\.iiss A. .Ma,cqu3rrie, ,Middlequul'ter,..
N ort11 Uis,t; l\.'1rs Nla,ckinnon, George Street, Pa,isley; :Miss D. Thlackay, Lone­
more, Dornoch; Miss A. Stewart, 4 :Melbost, Stornoway; Thos. Fraser, 39
Alderney Street, Pimlico, London; Wm. Mackay, 24 Syre, Kinbrace; Hngh
:Macleod, Poul Plock, li'ea.rn; ~'1rs H. :Mackenzie, Box 31, Foremost, Alberta;
Mrs C. W. Stewart, 100 Millwood Road, Toronto; Mrs P. StewaTt, 14 G81'rard
Street, London, Onta.rio; Mrs J. Siddell, Ilderton, Ontario; John Macleod, 14
N€-w Tolsta, Stornoway; Mrs ~iacpherson, Gartne.ss, Balfroll'; D. Gillies, 35­
Kirksyde Ave., Kirkintilloch; Mrs TllOS. Scarlett, 354 Innisfail, Alta.; Mrs M.
:Morrison, Culkein, Drumbeg; A. :Macvical', 2122 Union Street, Vancouver ..
B.C.; Re,v. M. Gillies" F.P. ~'1anse, Stornoway; Mrs Gillies, 15 East Street,.
Sandwich-Hill, Stornoway; J. Shaw, Tolosh, }<:incl'aig; .John ~JcCuis.h, ~f.a.la.gIhte..
North Uist; D. J. Mackay, 13 Brighouse P.O., Lnlu Island, B.C.; Donald
:J\'lathe'son, Rearquha,r, Dornooh; Alex. bIacleod, .Bl'yna.port, Kishorn; :Mrs D.
Gillanders, Fernabeg, Arrina; Re¥. Prof. F. Davidson, B.D., O.S. :Manse, Pais­
ley; Angus Matheson, Badidanoch, Lochinver; 'Vm. Boyd, Tigharry, North
Uist; A. ~funro, lnver, Lochinver; Miss D. PoIson, 28 Polwarth Terra-ce, Edin­
burgh; ~Irs A. :Macnicol, The Station, Carrour; John 1\1acgre-gor, Gl'uinard,
Anltbea; Mrs Spottiswood, Woodvale Road, Belfast; Mrs Grant, tCorner Cot­
tage, EveUx, Dornoch; Alex. ~lathison, Polesmuir, Skelbo, Darnoch.

45 SUBSCRIPTIONS.-Miss M. Da·llas, The Birches, Kingussie; Miss
Kennedy, Anehintraid, Kishorn; Mrs E. Macdonald, 18 Winton Street, Ard­
rossan; Hugh Macleod, The }'alls, CIashnessie; John :Ma.C-rae, Tenby, Manitoba~

D. McCnish, Middlequa.rtel·, North Uist: Mrs E. H. Wheal, 486 Notre Dame'
Ave., 'Vinnip€g; .1\'1rs Norman Maclennan, Lang\vell, Vllapool; K. l\'lac!ean •.
l\fatie,re, King County, New Zealand; Ml's Ci\uty, Aria Te Knite, do-.; K. l\ia-c­
rae, Millbank, Lochcarron; K. Koster" Bik-en, Arnoldkade 28, Ijinniden, Hol­
la.IId; Ml"s M. ~fa.cleanJ Rowan Cott.age. Strathcannard; _Rev. D. N. ~Iacleod,

P.P. Manse, Ullapool; Mrs A. Mnnro. 5 Lower Breakish. Kyle; Colin Mac­
dougall, 35 School Street, Port Ellen; M. Mackay, 21 Skigel'sta, Ness; Mrs
~i~wpherson, Durinver, Shieldaig; D. :Mackellzie, Lajd, fClashnessie; Arch. l\1:ac­
master, Bridgend, Shiskine, Arran; 1\11'5 Bro,wil, 62 Portland Place, Hamilton;
DOll. Gillies, jun., Callakille, Shieldaig; Mrs .T. 1. l\Iaecallnm, 244 Mundare,
Alta.; Hugh D. Grant, 'New York; Miss 1\-'1. :Ma.cleod, Crondall, Fal'nham, Hur­
rey.

OTHER SUBSCRIPTIONS.-Mrs Cattanach, Kingnssie, 55; Mrs C. Mac­
ka.y, 2 Albert Place, MarJburgh, 7s 6d; Miss M. Campbell, Invershin, 15; Mrs
Thick, BeverIe-y, Sask., 8s- 2d; N. Macneill, 129 Buccleuch Stree-t, Glasgo\\',.
8s; Ale,x. Burnett, Kishorn, 8s; Wm. Macangus, Craiglea, Hilton. Fearn, 108;
Alex. ~Iacfarlane, O,e.sley, Onta-rio, 8s 2d; Donald Macdonald. Oak Villa,.
Inve-rgarry, 63; 1\11'8 Colin Gillie-s, Arkona., Ontario, 6S; M. Ross, Blairbllie,
Aehiltibuie, 8S; 'Vm. ChishaIrn, J,eant,own, Lochcarron, 53; Miss :M. l\1orrison,
Brana.huie, Stornoway, 5s,; l\iliss. A 1\'1a,ckenzie, Upfield. ~troud, Glos., 10s;
:Miss K. :Macdonald, 1 Sand Street, Oulegrean. stornoway, 5s; :Miss J. Mac­
kenzie, .-\rdessie, Dundonne.Jl, 7s 6d; Jam8<& 1v1i:tekay, Senview CDUage, Achina,
2s; ~frs 'V. BanaUa, 2324 Sumner Ave., Hogniam, ",Vash., 10s; 1\11's J. :Mac­
alister, 34 Elizabeth Street, St Thomas, Ontario. 5s Miss K. Macdon'ald,
ClachHn House, Grosebay, Harris, 2s 4d; l\:1.r8 Macleod, Alness, Is 6d; Angus;
:Mackenzie, L:ochillver Stores, L.oe:hinver, £2 2~.

(Several Subscriptions held over till next month).




