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MMotes and Comments.

The Late Rev. D. Macfarlane’s “Memoir.””—The
sale of this book has exceeded all our expectations and,
if we might be permitted to suggest to those who have
not yet obtained copies they should procure copies at an
early opportunity. As our stock was almost exhausted
we learned that our printers had not dispersed all the
type, so we asked them to set up what had been taken
down and print another impression for us. Only a por-
tion of this impression will be bound meantime, and
where the copies issued to ministers and missionaries
have been bought up an application may be made either
to Mr Grant or the Editor, who will supply copies
(Price 3s 6d; Postage 4d). We have had numerous
letters from outsiders saying that, owing to the clear
and simple way Mr Macfarlane states the Free Presby-
terian case, they have a much better idea of the position
taken up by our Church after reading the book. The
book will be found very useful to the young people of
our Church who wish to have a simple statement of the
contendings of the Free Presbyterian Church since 1893.

Betting and Gambling.—At a meeting held in the
hall of Barony Church, Glasgow, the Rev. Frederick E.
Watson, honorary secretary of the Scottish National
League Against Betting and Gambling, made reference
to the enormous sums spent on strong drink and gamb-
ling in Great Britain. Mr Watson said he felt there was
a tremendous amount of humbug and hypocrisy
talked by politicians and others in face of the unem-
ployment question when it was remembered that as a
nation we wasted something like £300,000,000 on alcohol
and sterilised the sum of £400,000,000 annually on gamb-
ling. One of the most ominous signs of the times was
the alarming growth of gambling among women.

Mr Brider’s Annual Report.—We have received the
report for the year 1929. Mr Brider is still able to carry
on his good work in distributing sound literature to our
Sailors and Soldiers. He regrets to record the death
of generous supporters, and if the good work is to be
carried on others will have to step into the breach.
2000 parcels of literature have been sent to various naval
ports and military stations at home and abroad. The
report contains letters of warm appreciation from men
in different parts of the world who received books, etc.,
through Mr Brider’s distributing agency. As some of
our readers may know Mr Brider is doing this work as

-
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a labour of love, he has no private means, neither does he
take anything out of the Mission Funds; he is dependent
upon the Lord for personal support. We commend this
good work to our readers who can help either by send-
ing monetary gifts or hooks to Mr Brider, 21 Firfield
Street, Totterdown, Bristol.

A Good Bill (?)—The ‘“Daily Express’ (Scottish
Edition) thus describes the Bill before Parliament which
lays down the law that in fufure no criminal proceed-
ings shall be taken against disseminators of blasphemy,
heresy, or atheism. The ‘“‘Express,” since it invaded
Scotland, has done its best to help the Devil in his work
to break down all respect for the Sabbath as at one time

observed in Scotland, and now it sees in the above Bill -

something worthy of commendation. It pleads for
liberty to the individual; it is a strong prohibitionist
against prohibition. If this is the kind of message the
“Daily Express” is bringing to Scotland the less we have
of it the better. In the speeches made by Mr Serimgeour
(Independent) and Mr Lansbury (First Commissioner, of
Work), there were some well-directed thrusts at the
Modernists in the Church of England teaching contrary
to her Creed, and accepting the Church’s pay for the
same. It was pointed out that some of them should
have been on trial before this. =~ Mr Lansbury, who
manages to square his Anglo-Catholicism with his
Socialism, is, however, an out-and-out supporter of the
Bill. At the time of writing the Bill has passed its
second reading, but as Mr Clynes, for the Government,
gave the Bill a cold reception, its prospects of becoming
law are not very bright. »

‘Important.—We would advise our readers to get
into immediate touch with the Secretary of N.C.D. Move-
ment, 25 Victoria Street, Westminster, London, S.W. 1,
to get petitions against the Blasphemy Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, for though it has not the sanction of the
Government it is a very short Bill and might slip through
easily. It would be a thousand pities if it would find a
place on the Statute Book. Members of Parliament ought
also to he approached.

Burial Prayers Criticised.—The Rev. Dr Philip (a
former Moderator of the U.F. Church), in his third

Warrack Lecture in the Church of Scotland College,

Aberdeen, among other things made reference to burial
prayers. ‘It seems to me,” he said, ‘“‘that a great deal
that is said and done at such times is false, and neither
brings comfort to the living nor expresses our duty to the
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dead.” Perhaps there is no place where so much ful-
some, false flattery is to be heard as at the side of an
open grave. One often wonders what must be the feel-
ings of those attending a funeral when they hear pro-
fessed servants of Christ make references to the departed
that are as false as they are uncalled for. Of course we
admit that the same thing takes place in the service held
in the house, but these things ought not to be.

- Sabbath Fishing.—The question of Sabbath fishing
- has come up time and again in recent years. The Scot-
tish women- fish-workers have taken a definite stand
against handling herring caught on Sabbath at the Eng-
lish ports. But a new development has taken place by
the decision come to at a meeting of the British Curers’
Association held in Aberdeen. A motion was brought
forward to the effect that the curers should refuse to
handle fish caught on Saturday night and Sabbath night.
Another motion was that they should refuse to handle
only the Saturday night catches. Both motions were de-
feated, and it was decided, by a considerable majority, to
allow the English fishing vessels to carry on their pre-
sent practice of fishing on any day they liked. This de-
cision is most regrettable, and places the Scottish women
workers in a very difficult position. It is to be hoped
they will make a firm stand, for the curers are helpless
without. them.

Church Motes.

Communions.—March—First Sabbath, Ullapool;
second, Portree, Ness, and Tarbert (Harris); fourth, Kin-
lochbervie; fifth, North Tolsta April—First Sabbath,
Stoer; second, Lochgilphead; third, London and Green-
ock; fourth, Glasgow and Wick. May—First Sabbath,
Kames and Oban; second, Dumbarton; third, Edinburgh.
June—Third Sabbath, Helmsdale. South  African
Mission — The  following are the dates of the
Communions:—Last Sabbath of March, June, Sep-
tember and December. Note—Notice of any additions to,
or alterations of, the above dates of Communions should
be sent to the Editor.

Magazine Subscriptions for 1929-30.—Our Treasurer
informs us that a number of subscriptions for 1929-30
are slow in coming in, and has asked us to put a note
to this effect in the Magazine, :
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Student Received.—At a meeting of the Southern
Presbytery held at Glasgow on 14th January, Mr John
P. Macqueen was received as a student of the Chureh.

Deputy to Ganada.—The Rev. William Grant, Hal-
kirk, expects to sail about the 20th of April for Canada
as the Church’s deputy. The Rev. Finlay Macleod is at
present in Winnipeg, and expects to visit Detroit on his
homeward journey.

Death of Mr Alexander Macfarlane, Elder, Oban.

It is with sincere regret we record the passing away of
this fine Christian and most exemplary office-bearer of
our Church. Mr Macfarlane was the last of the mem-
bers who composed the Free Church Presbytery in 1893,
Rev. D. Macfarlane and D. Macdonald being the others.
He had reached a ripe old age, and was well known and
very highly respected by a wide circle of our readers.
Mr Macfarlane was an affectionate, devoted father, and
that affection was returned by the members of his family,
who lovingly attended on him to the end. He passed
away in the house of his son, Rev. D. A. Macfarlane,
M.A., Oban. To him and his sisters we extend, in our
own name and in the name of others, our deep sympathy
with them in their loss of their beloved father. - A fuller
notice will (D.V.) appear in a future issue.

Hchnowledgment of Donations.

John Grant, Palmerston Villa, Millburn Road, Inverness, General
Treasurer, acknowlédges, with grateful thanks, the following dona-
tions.—

SUSTENTATION FUND.—Friend, Aviemore, 10s; A.C.B., 6s; Mrs
N., Fort-William, Ontario, 4s 1d; Mr D. McK., ‘do.; 4s; J. G., per Mr
D. Mackinnon, o/a Struan, £1.

JEWISH AND FOREIGN MISSIONS.—Mr D. C, Valencia Pa,
U.S.A.,, £6; Mrs Scott, Australia, o/a Clothing and Bibles, South
African Mission, £1; Friend, Inverness, o/a " Rev. [DIRE=R
Macdonald, for building and requirements of Hospital, £10;
Anon., Canada, o/a South Africa Mission, £1 0s 3d; do., o/a Rev. D.
J. Urquhart, for Jewish Mission, £1 0s 3d; “Rural Ross,” for Kaffir
Bibles, 10s; D. G., Fernabeg, per Mr F. Macdonald, Missionary, 10s.

ORGANISATION FUND.—Vancouver Congregation, per Mr H.
Mackay, o/a Rev. F. Macleod’s expenses as Deputy (balance), £4;
Winnipeg Congregation, per Rev. F. Macleod, o/a his expenses as
Deputy to Winnipeg, £16.

The following lists have been sent in for publication :—

ACHMORE (STORNOWAY) CHURCH BUILDING FUND.—Capt.
K. K. Macleod, 41 Chalmers Street, Edinburgh, acknowledges, with
sincere thanks, the following donations:— Mr and Mrs M. Campbell,
Oban, 10s; N. M., Edinburgh, 10s; Mrs Gunn, Edinburgh, 10s; Miss
Martin, Caledon Castle, £1; Miss Gordon, Inverness, £1.
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BONAR-BRIDGE CHURCH BUILDING FUND.—Friend, Lairg,
10s; Friend, Glasgow, 10s; Mr J. F., Skebo, £1; Lairg, ——, £3 18 8d;
Collecting Card, per Mrs M. Matheson, Eyre, Skye, £4.

BRAES CHURCH BUILDING FUND, PORTREE.—Rev. D. M.
Macdonald, Portree, acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following
donations:—Oban Congregation, per Rev. D. A. Macfarlane, £5 12s;
Friends, per Mr A. Macaskill, Braes, £1 10s; Nurse N., Inverness, per
F. Macleod, Portree, £1; Friends in Greenock, per Mr A. Beaton,
Student, £2 11s; Friends, 15s; Mr A. McP., Gruinards, £2; Collecting
Card, per Inspector Campbell, London, £3.

EDINBURGH CHURCH BUILDING FUND.—Rev. N. Macintyre
acknowledges, with sincere thanks:—Wellwisher, Glasgow, £1.

ELGOL CHURCH BUILDING FUND (SKYE).—Mr James Mac-
kinnon, treasurer, Elgol, Broadford, acknowledges, with sincere
thanks, the following donations:—Mr McL. of Skeabost, £1; Mr R.
McK., Kyle, £1; Rhumore, 10s; Collecting Card, per Mr J. Robertson,
Breakish, £6.

HELMSDALE CHURCH BUILDING FUND.—Rev. Wm. Grant,
Halkirk, gratefully acknowledges the following donations:—J. McK.,
Calgary, per Mr J. Davidson, £1; Sundries, 10s; Executors of the
late John Mackay, Helmsdale, per Mrs Mackay, £20; do., W. Ralph,
Helmsdale, £20.

NESS CONGREGATION.—Mr John Murray acknowledges, with
sincere thanks, £1 for the congregational funds. (Liverpool
postmark).

NEWCASTLE CHURCH PURCHASE FUND.—Mr F. Bentley, 35
Buston Terrace, Newcastle, acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the
following donations:—Caraid, Newcastle, 10s; Friend, Shieldaig, 10s.

STAFFIN CHURCH BUILDING FUND.—Mr A. Mackay, Mis-
silonary, Staffin, acknowledges, with sincere thanks, the following
donations:—J. McL., Tomich, 10s; Mrs McL., do., 5s; Friend, Gair-
loch, 10s; J. M. McL., Raasay, 10s; Miss J. McK., Schoolhouse, St
Lillans, 10s; J. M. McD., s.s. Clydesdale, 10s; Collecting Card, per Mr
J. Macdonald, s.s. Iona, £1 10s.

SOUTH AFRICAN MISSION—CLOTHING FUND.—Mrs  Miller,
Westbanks Terrace, Wick, acknowledges, with grateful thanks, the
following donations on behalf of medical requirements, per Miss
Mackenzie, Ullapool :—Friends, Scorraig, £1 3s 6d; do., Ardmair, Ulla-
pool, 12s 6d; do., Braes, do., 14s; do., Strathcanaird £1 14s 6d.

The MDagazine.

3s 6d SUBSCRIPTIONS.—Rev. Thomas R. Cameron, New Zea-
land; J. Graham, 64 Crown Street, Newcastle; Mrs E. Peek, 71 St
Margaret’s Road, Pakefield, Lowestoft; Ewen Macsween, Bernisdale,
Skye.

OTHER SUBSCRIPTIONS.—Mrs A. Burns, Buchanan, Callander,
5s; Rod. Campbell, Toronto, 5s; H. Koster, Biken Arnoldhade 28,
Ymuiden, Holland, 5s 4d; Mrs J. Kelly, 1858 39th Avenue E., Van-
couver, B.C., 8s 1d; D. Livingston, Milton, Applecross, 5s; James Mac-
kay, Achina, Bettyhill, 2s; M. Maclean, Sunnyside, Poolewe. RoOss,
1s 9d; Kenneth Macleod, Altnabran, East Lochinver, 4s; Rod. Mac-
leod, 315 West 113th Street, New York City, 4s; A. Nicolson, 231 37th
Avenue East, Vancouver, B.C., 4s; Miss M. Stewart, Stein, Waternish,
Ts; Mrs Sutherland, 85 Pearson Avenue, Toronto, 10s.

FREE DISTRIBUTION.—Mrs A. Burns, Buchanan Cottage, Cal-
lander, 5s; Friend. Toronto, 5s; F. M. L., Parkcircus, Glasgow. 10s; F.
Macdonald, Ardheslaig, Lochcarron, 5s.




