
























































Notes and Comments. 193

~

of the dedication prayer offered up by the Moderator as reported

in the" Oban Times" :-" Accept we beseech Thee, at our hands

this Bell, which has been cast and gifted for Thy glory and

is now dedicated with adoring gratitude for Thy worship and to

Thy holy service. We pray that it may be richly blessed in

its ministry of calling the dwellers on this Isle beloved and all

who sojourn with them to communion with Thee and each other

within these walls." How the bell is to be for God's worship

and His holy service passes our comprehension. We had

hoped that the days of dedicating buildings, bells, etc., had

passed forever from Presbyterian Scotland but the very people

who scorn to stand by the scriptural doctrines of their fore­

fathers are the people who delight in Romish and Episcopalian

practices which with all the trumpery of Rome had been cast
out at the Reformation.

Court of Session Decision re Opening of Cinemas on
the Sabbath.-Lord Mackay has at length given his decision

in the action raised by certain members of the Lord's Day

Observance Association of Scotland, who asked that the

Magistrates of Edinburgh should be interdicted from granting

licencps for the opening of pictUTe houses for public entertain­

ment on the Lord's Day. His Lordship dismissed the action as

incompetent and irrelevant. On the question of competency

and relevancy he said tIle title to compel the licensing authorities

to forbid in their permits any such performances was to attempt
the impossible. The propel' method of getting at what was

desired was to attack the actual committers of the offences or

profanations of the Sabbath. He further gave as his opinion

that lie had been unable, even undeI' the general category of

prof:ll1nliol1 of the Sabbath, to find anything which did definitely
prohibit in the law of Scotland the presentation of a moving

pictorial rcprcsentation to a body of the public collected within

an enclosed arca a]](l causing no disturbance without its walls.

This interpretation of tllc Seottish statutes on Sabbath observance
gives a tremellllou:; advantage to those exhibitors who wish to

open Cinemas on the Lonl's D:lY and is a very serious matter
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for all who wish Lo sce the Sabbath better o]Jsl'l'ved ill this

country. It is g'ratifying to know, however, that Lord llJarkay

rl'jedell th(' plea that the Scottish Acts on Sabbath O])Sl'!'V,);lrc

wen' 110 longer binding owing to desuetude.

The Spanish Republic and the Church of Rome.-It
would appe<1r that the new Government in Spa.in is anything

but favourable to the Chnrcll of Home. The latest, at the

time of writing this note, is the expulsion of Cardinal Segura

on his return from the V:1 titan to Spain. The Cardinal

informed the Spc(·ia.l COlTcspondent of the "Daily Mail" that

he had gonc to ]tome by an :llTangement come to at a mceting
{)f the Sp;mish bisllOps "to report 011 the new regime and its

anti-Catholic tendencies." \"Then questioned as to the position

of the RC. Church in Spain the Cardinal replied that "all

the decrees dealing with religion which had been issued by the

Provisional Government were directed against the Catholic Church

ns established in Spain." He fmther expressed a fear that

"the new Cortes (Parliament) when elected will be still more

,anti-religious and that the laws it will make will tend towards

the destruction of the Catholic CllUrch in Spain." The Pope

has instructed the Papal Nuncio to Spain, to protest to the

Spanish Government against the expulsion of the Cardinal. At

present the matter rests there and what the future develop­

ments will be is not within our knowledge. The situation

would be more encouraging to us as Protestants if we were

assured that the present movement was anti-papal and not anti­

religious as we have good evidence for believing it is.

Earthquake and Storms.-Thc country has had a reminder
in the recent earthquake which was felt as far north as the

Orkneys to the far south of the instability of the solid earth.

As a land we have been mercifully immune from the terrifying

,experiences encountered in other countries but slight though the

shocks were they were sufficient to create the strangest sensations
in those which experienced them. 'Within ten days or so the

country was visited by a more than ordinary sever!' rflin storm.

Twu "Sunday" excm'sion tr:lins, O]le from Aberdeen and the
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other from Oban, had very narrow escapes owing to tbe washing

away of the rail way bed. Some lives were lost in efforts to

save stock. There was a day in Scotlanu when such visitations

would be taken seriously to heart as a warning fl'om !leaven.

These days are past but the wise will consider these things and

lay them to heart. When God was to punish Ariel, tbe city

where David dwelt, it was announced: "Thou shalt be visited
of tlle Lord of hosts with thunder, and with earthqmike, and

great noise, ,l'ith storm and tempest, and the flame of devouring

fire" (Isaiah xxix. 6).

Folk-Plays for Assembly Members.-The following notice
with the foregoing ('l'oss-heading appeared in the Church of

Scotland R.ecord-" Life and 'York "-in its May issue: "Three

FoUr-Plays in the Scots Vel'l1aeular, by Margaret R.obertson,

i\'[us.B., Edin., incorporating well-known Scots songs, will be

perforJlled in 8t. Giles' Hall, Victoria Terrace (by permission of

the kil'k-~('ssioll oC St. Giles' Cathedral), on Tuesday, 19th May,

at 8 o'c·lock. '1'1](' plays are After Ct!71oclen) The Auld Cloak)

and The CI'oun u' flie Causey.)) Comment is needless.

Extraordinary Statement by a Law Officer of the
Crown.-In the recent discussions in Committee on the Sunday
Performances (R.egulntion) Bill (Sabbath Desecration Bill ought

to be its name) Sir 'YilIiam J owitt, Attorney-General, is reported

in the press as having ~aid: "I admit that until this recent

agitation I winked at what I l'rgarded as a breach of the law,

because I looked upon the Sunday Observance Act as largely

out 01' accord with public opinion. Onc must administer the

la 11' with a certain amount of discretion, and I thought I was

quih' justified in so doing, but if tllis Bill passes then obviously

it will 1)(' onl' dnty to sce that the law is enforced." 'Ve have

always ]ll'i 1I ('(1 ourselYes as a people on the administration of

English Jaw hut wllen an officer of the Crown, o('cupying Sir

William's illl]lo]'tnnt place coolly informs us that he winked

at what lie ]'rg'arr1ecl as a breach of the law bcc'ausc lie looked
upon tile SUllllay Ohsel'YaIl('(' Act as largely out of acconl with

public opinion onc l!<'gills[o ,mnder where ,rc really stand.
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Is Sir vVilliam laying down the principle that because a law

is not in accord with public opinion therefore it is to be ignored ~

If so it is about high time he vacated his position; for such

gross dereliction of duty on the part of a responsible law

oHicel' of the Crown is an incentive to that lawlessness which

is a feature of the age. Sir ,Villiam must know that the Bill

before Parliament is not in accord with popular opinion. It

has the 'support of only a section-and that a rather noisy

section-of the public. A great many are opposed to it because

it goes too far and others because it does not go far enough.

If the Bill becomes law is Sir vVilliam, therefore, to wink at it ~

While the General Strike was on would Sir ,Villiam have winked

at the legislation that checked the efforts of reckless agitators

simply because it was not in accord with public opinion. May

the British nation be delivered from such law officers!

Literary Notke.
AmHORISED OR REVIS~iD by F. B.

In this pamphlet Mr. Bentley (for in giving the writer's name

we are not giving away a secret) has done a good piece of

work. He has read widely in the subject before embarking

on his task. 'Che pamphlet is an echo of the correspondence

which took place in the northern press in connection with the

Last Twelve Verses of M:ark and the Three Heavenly \Vitnesses

(1. John v. 7). In the course of the discussion the relative

merit of the Authorised and Revised Versions emerges and

Mr. Bentley has done good service in emphasising the right to

the place of pre-eminence of the Authorised over the Revised.

As a Church we have been charged by those who ought to know

better that we have virtually given the place of the" Old Testa­

ment in Hebrew" and the "New Testament in Greek" to the

Authorised Version as the final court of appeal in controversy.

This is a complete misunderstanding and mis-statement of our

position. That position is clearly defined in the Confessional

statement (Chap. i., sec. 8). At the same time, in the public

reading of the Scriptures, it is recognised among us in accordance
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with the rule Iflid down in the Dircctory for Public Worship

that "all the canonical books of thc Old and New Testamcnt

shall be puhlicly read in the ·vul.lJrtT tongue m!t of the bel3t

allowed tntnl3lation)} which, in English, is decidedly the

Authorised Vcrsion. In the course of his discussion Mr. Bentley

ha::; called a Ltentioll tu a point worthy of notice in refcrence tu

1. Jolm v. 7. He points out thnL the 'Westminster Divines in
th(' pruuf texts :ldvanel'd {'or the uocLrine of the Trinity alike ill

the Confession (chap. ii., sec. 3), the Larger Catechism

(Question 9) and the Shorter Catechism (Question G) this text

lS quoted. Now, whil,' it is true that at our ordination wc are

not asked to lweept tllC proof texts of the doctrines of the

Confession (tlle wllOl(' doctrine of which we profess to accept)

yrt brcause of t1w time expended on the proof texts (they devoted

no less thnl1 7U days to them) and tlle carc with which they werc

llnnvll up, it is n mattel' of some importance in this eonnection

:-1,IIU wc :11'C 110t ,·In im illg too much in saying that, those who

defended the grlluilJ('l1l'.SS of L John v. 7 arc more in line with

the '\Vestminster Di\'ill('s IImn those who rcgard the words m;

spmious. The pnlllldJld. lIIay be had from MJ'. Bentley, 35

Buston 'l'el'l'at'l', Ne,v<':lsll('-oH-Tyne.

Church Notes.
Communions.-August-Fir.st. Sabhath, j)ingwall; serond,

Fan (13cttyhil1), Portrc(', StratlH'lTiek; third, Laide, and Bonar­

Bl'idg('; fourth, li'insbllY; fifth, Stornoway. September-First

Sa bhaLh, Vntt('n and Ullapool; second, Strathy; third, Tarbert

and Storl'. Odober-·First Sabbath, North Tolsta; second, Ness,

Gairlo('ll; j 11 iI'd S"ourie; fourth, Lochinver and Wick. South

African lVlissiOlI-'I'lH' following- are the dates of the COlJuIllmions :

-L:l~t Snhhal h 01' M:ll'ch, June, September and December.

Note.-Notil'r of' llll} :lllrlitions to, or alteration of, the above

dates of Communion" ~hollld h(~ sent to the Editor.

Collection for August.-'J'llr Collection for thi::; month is
1'01' the Colll'gc Fund.
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Elgol (Skye) Church Building Fund.-·Mr. lames Mackil1non,
21 Elgol, Broadford, acknowledges with g-rateful thanks Collecting
Card, £2 16s, per Miss 1-1'. A. ]\;[atheson, 1'lockton., VV. McK,
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Friend, Lairg, £1; Miss R. Golspie, £1.

Solas (North Uist) Church Building Fund.-Rev. J. McLachlan,
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NIl' and 1-1rs ]. K, Vancouver, £2 Is Id; D. I'v1., Middlequarter,
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Donation of £1 from A. McC. and D. McD., New Zealand,
acknowledged in May issue should read £1 each; Miss K. McD.,
Sobs, lOs.
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Treasurer, acknowledges with grateful thanks-Captain K. K.
MacL., £1; Friend, Shieldaig, Ss; Miss B. McK, Edinburgh, lOs;
Miss J. ).rlcR., Craggie, Nairn, £1; A. N., Borne, 1'Ol'trec, £1 per
General Treasurer.

South African Mission Clothing Fund.--Mrs. ]. Miller acknow­
ledges with grateful thanks-MrsMacD., Grant Street, £1; N.
MacE., S.S. Viceroy, per Mrs. ]. S. Sinclair, Ss; parcel garments,
from NIrs S. F., Strathpeffer.

Staffin Church Building Fund.-Mr. A. Mackay, ::vlissionary,
Staffin, acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:
--Friend, Raasay, £1; D. McL., Glenelg, £1; A Friend, S.S.
Lochness, lOs; Mrs McL., Port Appin, £1; A Friend, Sartle, £1;
Friends, Gairloch, £2 lOs; Friend, Lochcarron, 2s 6d; Friend,
Raasay, £3; Friend, Raasay, Ss; Friend, Applecross, lOs; Friend,
Raasay, lOs.

1'vlr. J obn Grant, Palmer;;ton Villa, 4 :Millburn Road, III VeJ'llC~H,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations:­

Sustentation Fund.-A. M., Tofino, E.C., £1 Os 9d; Mrs c.,
Kingussie, lOs; Miss]. E. M., Helensburgh, 10s; D. K, Golspic,
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15s; Mrs N., Fort William, Canada, 4s Id; D. M., Fort William,
Canada, 4s Id; Mrs A. M., Seaforth, Ontario, £1 Os 5d; J. McP.,
Ardrishaig, lOs; R, MacL., H.odney, Ss 6d; A. C, Broallan, 8s 3d;
C u., Luihlllore, lOs; M rs P. C, Drimnin, 8s; Friend (o/a
Shie1daig Sustentation Fund), £1 Is; Friend (in memory of a
brother) (o/a Loehcarron), £1; R Mce., Cumbrae, o/a Shieldaig,
£2; Wellwisher, o/a Bayhead Sustentation Fund, £5.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.-" Anon," Northton P.O., £3;
Miss M., Craggie, lOs; Miss J. E. M., Helensburgh, lOs; Mrs. A.
M:., Seaforth, Ontario, £1 1s; per Miss C Turner, for Rev. J.
Tallach, lOs; Rev. ]. Tallach's Sabbath School, lOs, from Mrs
S., New York; S. NI'., Scolscalder, 16s 3d; F. P., Raasay, £1;
for Mrs. Radasi, A. MacN., Corrour, 6s 3d; K. M. H., Manor
Road, London, lOs; A. J. S., Police St., Applecross, 15s; A. C,
London, £1 ; "Tnlerested," East Ham, £5; Mrs D. M., Lairg, lOs;
A. S., Achnacarry, 16s 3d; "Friend," per Miss S. Urquhart,
Balblair, £2; A. Wcllwisher, Glasgow, 15s; A. McN., Kilcreggan,
lOs; Friend, Breakish, o/a "Daniel," Rhodesia, per Rev. D. M.
MacDonald, Ss; Miss J. MacI<:. , N ewmore Schoolhouse, £1;
Friend, Shieldaig, 3s; Miss B. Mack, Edinburgh, £1 Ss; P. D.,
Dunringill, Kyleakin, £2 lOs.

Home Mission Fund.-Mrs B., Hamilton, 6s 3d; Miss M. Mad.,
Cairndow, lOs.

Colonial Mission Fund.-P. D., Dunringill, Kyleakin, £2 lOs.

Organisation Fund.-A. M·cN., Kilcreggan, 6s.

Aged and Infirm Ministers', Widows' and Orphans' Fund.­
A. R, Fort Wi11iam, 10s; M rs K :tvr. H., London, lOs.

-- --~------
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