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120 years after his death his name would have been associated
with honour and reverence and affection in the service of a
Christian church he would be struck dumb with astonishment.”
Not only so but we believe the poet would have scorned in his
inmost heart the pulpit flatterers who are bent on canonizing
him in face of all the teaching of their chief Guide-book, the
Bible. It would have been well that his pulpit panegyrist in
the Kelvinside Church had experienced a little of the same
dumbness after coolly announcing to his congregation that
“mnothing could disguise the fact that it was a service in com-
memoration of Burns himself ” they were holding on the Sabbath
night of 25th January.  Another of the Glasgow ministers
(Rev. J. MacMorland, St. John’s Church (City) who finds his
‘Bible as barren of themes for the pulpit as his Kelvinside
brother lectured on “ The Faith of Robert Burns” and described
the poet as “a religious genius.”  “ Religious,” of course is a
term of very wide eonnotation but one cannot help feeling that
the devil must by this time be highly satisfied with the splendid
help he is getting from many of the Presbyterian ministers of
Scotland.  The flood of fulsome flattery that is let loose on the
country on the 256th of January of each year is bad enough on
a week-day and by worldly men but is trebly so on the Sabbath
when professed ministers of the Gospel join in it.

The New Zealand Earthquake.—The news of the terrible
calamity which overtook the towns of Hastings and Napier in
New Zealand came as a shock to the people of this country.
The people who passed through this terrible ordeal are our kith
and kin and it is in great measure owing to this that the
calamity came nearer to us than if it had happened in another
land which was not so intimately connected with us by racial
ties.  Earthquakes are one of the most terrifying experiences
through which men pass. The suddenness of the visitation, the
sense of insecurity caused by the rocking earth, the gigantie
forces at work and the utter helplessness of man are all
fitted to ereate a feeling of terror that is overwhelming.
Seripture speaks of “sudden destruction” and this is certainly
true of the destruction caused by the earthquake. People in
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the doomed towns could have made no preparation to meet the
catastrophe which was to deprive so many of them of their
lives and a mueh greater number of them of their homes. The
sympathy of the people of this country goes out to their kith
and kin and if financial help is required we are sure it will
be forthcoming. It would be well that both the people of New
Zealand and this country would listen to the solemn warning
that has sounded in their ears and lay to heart that when the
Lord’s judgments are in the earth the people should learn
righteousness. ;

Irish Free State Sweepstakes.—Prof. Bowman of Glasgow
University uttered a timely protest against this popular and
ensnaring appeal to the gambling instinets of the people of
these Islands. His protest was made in the course of a lecture
delivered in St. Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow, on “ Citizenship and
Christianity,” and applies not only to the Irish Free State
Sweepstake but to all gambling schemes of a like seductive
nature.  “Let me here in publie,” said the Professor, enter
my protest on the infamy perpetrated in Ireland. The people
who organize and promote such enterprises as these are trading
upon what is the meanest and most hypoeritical in our nature
under the pretence of aiding charity. They are appealing to
everything that is low in our character.  These are the true
enemies of the State.  Theirs is the most subtle and most
heinous form of crime.” He further added: “In so far as the
State continues to dabble in these activities the Christian must
be in a perpetual state of revolt. The Christian is a rebel all
the time, but he does not go out with a rifle in his hand. Hie
takes Christ as his model. His protest takes the form of non-
participation.”  The popular press has much to answer for
in giving so much publicity to these sweepstakes even where it
does not actively support and agitate for their adoption by
the Government for charitable purposes. We would seriously
warn our young people to shun gambling in every form as they
would the plague. Its popularity and the tremendous appeal
it makes to some natures have carried thousands upon thousands
in these islands off their feet.
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Opening of Cinemas, etc., on Sabbath.—The decision of
the High Court of England that the Act of 1781 was still in
force was a sore blow to promoters of a * Continental Sunday ”
in these Islands. The smart humourists in the Devil’s army
used their small wit to ridicule the English Act and in this they
were supported by the “big circulation” press.  The ecinema
exhibitors played on the feelings of the public by pointing out
how greatly the hospitals would suffer through the cinemas being
closed on Sabbath.  This sham sophistry of these Sabbath-
breakers is too easily seen through to gull anybody but themselves.
These gentlemen don’t care a snap of the finger what would
become of the hospitals if the opening of the cinemas was not
replenishing their own coffers. The Home Secretary has been
approached by the London County Council to have legislation
passed giving permission to corporations to allow places of
amusement to be opened under licence. The Lord’s Day
observance is putting forth a great effort so that the law may
not be changed. At the time of writing the Court of Session
has not given its deecision on the question as to whether the
opening of cinemas on the Sabbath is illegal or not according
to the law of Scotland. The opening of the cinemas in Edin-
burgh for three Sabbaths evidently was not the success it was
hoped it would be. Thousands attended, it is true, even standing
in the snow in queues, but the biblical pictures shown were far
too tame for the motley erowd of Sabbath-breakers that crowded
the cinema houses. This is as one would expect it to be. We
do not approve of Bible incidents being presented on the sereen
even to a serious minded audience, but they were altogether out
of place to the flippant minds of the Edinburgh pleasure-seekers.

The Financial Difficulties of the Railways.—The great
railway systems of this country are passing through deep financial
waters.  Their executive staffs are at their wit’s end and have
embarked on the policy of cutting the wages of the employees
whereby they hope to save a few million pounds. When the
responsible* officials of the railway systems launched out on a
bold and determined policy to get the people of Great Britain
to travel on the Sabbath by offering them tempting fares they
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barefacedly said that it was in order to pay dividends to their
shareholders. At the time we pointed out even should they be
successful in doing so there were many ways whereby their
income would be like money put into a bag with holes.  These
worldly wise business men with their eye on this world only do
not seem to realise that the Most High can baffle them at every
point. It is interesting to note that Mr. Bromley, speaking for
the locomotive drivers, boldly said that “Sunday trams” were
not @ necessity though we regret he then went on to endeavour
to strike a better bargain in the wages paid to men on Sabbath
duty. The Sabbath buses and steamboat companies may also
find that trafficking on the Sabbath is evidence of a wrong-headed
policy even for this world itself.

The Assured Results of the Higher Criticism.—The
phrase “assured results” of modern scholarship has heen so
often used by the devotces of modernism that it seemed that
nothing was so certain as the results obtained by the unbelieving
scholarship of modern times. But strange things are happening
in the world of research and even the “ Expository Times” had
recently a paragraph to this effect : “1It is not so long ago since
we talked complacently of the ‘ assured results’ of Old Testament
criticism, but any one who has been following the discussions of
the last few years will be ready to admit that now a humbler
and less confident mood is more befitting the facts.” We should
think so and it is amazing how long it has taken the “ Expository
Times ” to realise that the higher eritical structure is a Tower
of Babel that has not reached up to heaven but which has very
effectively caused the greatest confusion in the professing church.
Of eourse, the “ Expository Times” is not willing to give up the
composite authorship of the Pentateuch. “ There is no probability,
indeed no possibility, that we shall ever again be able to believe
that the Pentateuch came from the Land of Moses,” it says.
The cocksureness of that sentence after the immediately preceding
acknowledgment is diverting. =~ When the Tiibingen school was
in the ascendancy it was as certain as the modern school of Old
Testament criticism that it had a monopoly of the knowledge
of the authorship of the New Testament books and now to-day
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there is none so foolish as to do it reverence. Like other phases
of unbelief it had its day and is now lying in some forgotten
grave unlamented and unregretted with no hope of a resurrection.
We predict the same fate for modern Old Testament eriticism
notwithstanding what the “ Expository Times” says.

Church Notes.

Communions.—March—First Sabbath, Ullapool; second,
Portree, Ness and Tarbert (Harris); third, Lochinver and
Achmore, Lewis; fourth, Kinlochbervie; fifth, North Tolsta.
April—Second Sabbath, Lochgilphead; third, Greenock; fourth,
Glasgow and Wick. May—First Sabbath, Kames and Oban;
second, Dumbarton; third, Edinburgh. South African Mission
—The following are the dates of the Communions:—Last
Sabbath of March, June, September, and December. Note.—
Notice of any additions to, or alteration of, the above dates of
Communions should be sent to the Editor.

Notice to Magazine Subscribers.—Owing to the decision
come to at last Synod that the July issue of the Magazine should
be a double number so that it may contain an account of the
Synod’s proceedings and the various reports of Church Com-
mittees the annual subseription will be raised from 3/- to 3/3
and by post from 3/6 to 3/9. In view of the great trouble
entailed in arranging Magazines sent in for binding the Editor
does not feel he can undertake this extra work and, therefore,
requests that no Magazines be sent for binding until further
notice.  Mr. Grant, Treasurer, requests that subsecribers in
remitting their subscriptions would greatly oblige by stating
whether they are former or new subseribers.

London Communion.—The services in connection with the
Communion (6th April) will (D.V.) be held as follows :—Thurs-
day (2nd April), 7 p.m. (English). Friday, 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic);
7 pm. (English).  Saturday, 3.30 p.m. (English).  Sabbath,
11 am. and 7 p.m. (English); 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic). Monday, 7
pm. (English).  The services are held in Conference Hall,
Eceleston Street, Buckingham Palace Road, Victoria, S.W.
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Acknowledgment of Donations.

John Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—

Sustentation Fund.—A. C. B, Bay, 5s; Mr and Mrs McD,
3righton Villa, Nth. Kessock, 10s; Mrs C. Russell Hill, Purley, £1;
J. McK., Johannesburgh, per Rev. D. McLeod, Shieldaig, £2;
Mrs C. F., Mile End, Montreal, 16s; Mr. F. (of Chicago), Shean-
lous, Clunes, £1; F.P., Scourie Postmark, 5s; M. G. Anderson,
Hung Tung Shausi, China, £10; R. W. A, 41 St. Vincent Place,
GGlasgow, £5.

Home Mission Fund.—M. G. Anderson, Hung Tung, China, £10;
R. W. A, 41 St. Vincent Place, Glasgow, £5; F.P., Scourie, 2s 6d.

Finsbay Church Building Fund—Rev. D. R. Macdonald ac-
knowledges with thanks £1 10s from a “ Free Presbyterian.”

General Building Fund.—" Rhumore,” £6 10s.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.— Rhumore,” o/a Rev. J. Tallach,
£} 10s; Friend, Harrogate, per Rev. D. McLeod, 6s 6d; Mr and
Mrs MecD., Brighton Villa, North Kessock, 10s; Mrs C. McN,,
New Berrina, Australia, 6s 6d; From Calgary (Canada) Sabbath
School Children, per Mr Angus Beaton, £1 0s 6d; Mrs E,
Calgary, per Mr Angus Beaton, 2s. Rev. N. Cameron acknow-
ledges with sincere thanks the following donations:—F.P. Con-
gregation, Ness, £3; A Friend, Lonbain, £1; A Well-wisher, £1;
Miss M. G., Aviemore, 10s.

Organisation Fund.—Friend of the Cause, London Mission, £2.

The following lists have been sent in for publication :—

Achmore (Stornoway) Church Building Fund.—Capt. K. K.
McLeod acknowledges with sincere thanks the following don-
ations:—A. F. Inverness, 5s; M. F., Inverness, 5s; Mrs McL.,
S5s; Miss McP., 5s; Friend, 5s; Rhumore, 10s; Mrs McL., 4s;
Mrs McG,, 10s; Friend, 6s; J. F, £1; E. M., 10s; Friend, 10s;
Friend, 5s; Friend, Sutherland, £2.

Bonar Bridge Church Building Fund.—Rev. D. J. Matheson,
Lairg, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations:
—Friend of the Cause, £5; Miss K., Oykel, 5s; Rhumore, 10s;
Friends, Culbokie, per Mr D. J. MacKenzie, £1 13s 6d.

Helmsdale Church Building Fund.—Rev. W. Grant, Halkirk,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:—
“The West,” Vancouver Postmark, £1; “Rhumore,” 10s; For
Helmsdale Sustentation Fund, Friend, Dingwall, £1.

Newcastle Church Purchase Fund.—Mr F. Bentley, 35 Buston
Terrace, Newcastle, acknowledges with grateful thanks the sum
of £5 2s 6d collected by Mrs A, MacKenzie, Strath Gairloch,
“ Rhumore,” 10s.

Rogart Church Building Fund.—Rev. F. MaclLeod, Dornoch,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following :—Collections from
Dornoch Congregation, £11; Friend, per Mr M. Fraser, Mound,
10s; “Rhumore,” 10s.
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Sollas (Lochmaddy) Church Building Fund.—Mr Lachlan Mac-
donald, Treasurer, Sollas, acknowledges with sincere thanks the
following :—Collecting Card, per Miss A. Macdonald, Ardvonlie,
£2; Collecting Card, per Mrs D. H. Boyd, Tigharry, 19s; Collecting
Card, per Miss McLean, Balemore, 15s 6d; per Mr D, Cameron,
Grenitote—Friend, £2 12s (From Bethel); I¥. M., Grenitote, 2s 6d;
C. McL., Grenitote, 2s 6d; Friend, Oban, per Rev. D. Beaton, £1;
“ Rhumore,” 10s.

Staffin Church Building Fund.—Mr A. MacKay, Missionary,
Staffin, acknowledges with sincere thanks the following dona-
tions :—Miss M. McD., Glasgow, 10s; M. McD., Glasgow, 10s;
Friend, Glenheinsdale, £1; *“Rhumore,” 10s; Miss J. McK,,
London, £1; Collecting Card, per R. MacKenzie, Kyle, £1 10s;
Jo M, D, “S.S. Locheil" £1, !

Tallisker Church Building Fund.—Mr John MclIntyre, Carbost-
more, Carbost, acknowledges with grateful thanks a donation of
15s from D. M., Beckrivig, Harris.

South African Mission—Clothing Fund.—Mrs Miller, Westbank
Terrace, Wick, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations :—“The West,” Vancouver Postmark, per Rev. W.
Grant, 10s; M. G., Lochgilphead, 10s; “Interested,” Portree Post-
mark, 4s; 10s each from Two Friends, Vatten Congregation.

The Magazine.

3s 6d Subscriptions.—Mrs Crowe, Beech Hollow, Weybridge;
F. Curry, 24 High Street, Dorking; D. Leslie, Badininish, Dornoch ;
Alex. MacKenzie, Letters, Lochbroom; D. J. Mackinnon, 10
Arivrnaich, Lochs, Lewis; Mrs F. Sutherland, Bridge Street,
Halkirk. -

Other Subscriptions.—F. Boerhave, South Holland, Illinois,
U.S.A, 4s 2d; Herman Van Eck, 11176 S. Green Street, Chicago,
4s 1d; J. B. Gillies, 3830 Park Boulavard, Oakland, California,
16s; Don. Gillies, 424 East 57 Street, New York City, 4s; Alex.
Campbell, 418 4 Street, N.E. Calgary, 4s 1d; Mrs C. Fraser, 6273
St. Dominique Street, Mile End, Montreal, 4s; Miss J. Fraser,
77 Walnut Street, Winnipeg, 4s; Rod. Fraser, 6748 Normal Blvd.,
Chicago, 4s 2d; Miss Rachel Gillies, Island Bank Road, Inverness,
Is 6d; D. Livingstone, Milton, Applecross, 5s; Miss C. Morrison,
Kneep, Uig, Stornoway, 1s 6d; Wm. Morrison, Scadabay, Tarbert,
Harris, 4s 1d; Miss P. Murray, Lewis Sanatorium, Stornoway,
Is 9d; James MacCuish, Grenitote, Lochmaddy, 4s 6d; Mrs M.
MacDonald, Seabank, Aird, Badachro, Gairloch, £1 1s; K. Mac-
Donald, Morsgail, Stornoway, 1s; James Mackay, Achina, Betty-
hill, 2s; Mrs Mackenzie, Breackachy, Beauly, 6s; A. Mackinnon,
22 FElgoll, Broadford, 1s 9d; Duncan MacRae, 13 Aultgrishan,
Gairloch, 5s; A. H. Pounds, 67 Bourne Road, Bexley, Kent, 5s;
John M. Young, Mains Park, Arisaig, 10s 6d.

Free Distribution.—Alex. Campbell, 418 4th Street, N.E. Calgary,
9s 3d; Mrs Crowe, Beech Hollow, Weybridge, 6s 6d. (Total to
date, £12 19s 9d.)





