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Minimum Stipend Threatened.—The daily press at the
beginning of last month quoted a paragraph from Life and Worl
indicating that the Minimum Stipend (£300) of the ministers of
the Church of Scotland was threatened. It gives us no
particular pleasure to see the salaries of ministers or others
reduced but in this case it cannot altogether be attributed to
the financial distress through which the country is passing for
we believe that other causes are at work causing the stringency
in contributing to the Maintenance of the Ministry Fund. Oue
of the arguments adduced in favour of union, both in 1900 and
1929, was that with the union of congregations it would be
easier to give larger salaries to ministers. In both cases the
prophets have miserably failed. With all the unions con-
summated sinee 1929 one would have thought that the long
anticipated day when the ministers of the Church of Scotland
would be enjoying larger salaries would have come but instead
of this there is a ery going up from the central office throughout
the land that the minimum stipend is threatened.

The Prayer Meeting.—In an article recently appearing iu
the Evening Dispatch (Edinburgh) from the pen of a “ Country
Minister 7 surprise is expressed that prayer meetings are held
in the far north in August. He then goes on to say: “ Many
a minister in the south must covet such fidelity on the part
of his office-bearers and congregation, for he knows that his
prayer-meeting is crowded out before the onrush of countless
meetings.  In many congregations it has died in the stampede
and been laid to rest without mourning. In other cases 1t
struggles for its life during the months of October, November
and December, but after the hectic days of the Christmas and
New Year festivities are over it languishes, and by the end of
February has once more to be abandoned, like some lost cause
which the leader fain hopes will be retrieved in the somewhat
distant autumn.”  These words throw anything but an agree-
able light on the religious condition of too many congregations
in Secotland.  The lukewarm way in which the prayer-meeting
is regarded in many congregations is bad enough but when it
comes to giving up the prayer-meeting because pleasure and
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social duties call louder than religion then such congregations
are on the high road te be like the Church of Sardis having
a name that it is living while 1n the sight of the Lord it is dead.

The Law and Sabbath Excursion Traffic.—The trans-
formation of the Lord’s Day into a day of pleasure is steadily
on the inerease, and the menace of Sunday ’bus excursions, so
prevalent in the south of Scotland, has now made its way to
the Highlands. To their representations made before the
Traffic Commissioners, to refuse road service licences to "Bus
Companies to run such excursions, the Inverness and North of
Scotland Branch of the Lord’s Day Association of Scotland
have been informed by the Traffic Commissioners that they (the
Association) had no standing.  This state of matters being
wholly unsatistactory the Association communicated with the
Secretary for Scotland who in his reply presents the matter in
a clearer light.  From his reply we quote the following :—

“The Ministry of Transport, and not the Scottish Office, is
the central authority in regard to road traffie legislation and
administration. Moreover, the law already provides for
objections to the grant of road service licences—whether on
Sabbatarian or other grounds—to be made by local authoritics
to the Traffic Commissioners (Section 72, particularly sub-section
(3) thereof, of the Road Traffic Act, 1930); and where road
service licences are granted despite such objections a loeal
authority has a right to appeal to the Minister of Transport
under Section 81 (1) (b) of the Act.”

The local authority referred to is the Town or County Couneil,
or both, as the ease may be, responsible for the roads of the
route traversed by proposed excursions.—F. B.

Statutory Defence of Sabbath.—The Scottish Secretary in
his reply further states:—

“The proper course for the Associafion, if they desire to
object to the grant of road service licences for Sunday traffic
services, is to take advantage of the existing statutory provisions
by moving the appropriate local authority or authorities to
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exercise their statutory right or objection to the Traffic Com-
missioners, and, if necessary, ot appeal to the Minister of
Transport.”

For this statutory means of vestraining Sabbath desecration
by selfish 'Bus Companies we have cause tor thankfulness. But
as this restraint can be made effectual only with the approval
of the elected representatives of the people, it means that
effective resistance to encroachments on the sanctity of the
Sabbath, ean be maintained ouly by having elected to Councils,
men who are favourable to the Lord’s Day.  Sabbath observance
<hould therefore be made a test question at all elections—town,
county and distriet, as well as Parliamentary. At public
meetings candidates should he questioned as to their views, and
lovers of the Lord’s Day should make it their duty to support
candidates who are sound on this question.  This is imperative.
We have reached a state of matters in which half-measures are
worse than useless. It is a case of Sabbath or no Sabbath,
God or no God.  This is really the most momentous publie
question of the day, although few recognize it.  Providence
has conferred the franchise upon men, and privilege brings with
it responsibility.  The Sabbath question challenges the electors.
Through the ballot-box they can deecide whether the Sabbath
be recognised by the State and the community as a day of
revelry and toil or of rest and worship. The November
elections are at hand. Who on polling day will stand up for
the Lord and His day? To make candidates disclose their
attitude it is suggested that electors put the following questions
to them.—1. Are you opposed to the growing tendency to turn
the Lord’s Day into a day of pleasure and indiscriminate work?
2. Are you prepared to have inserted in all County (or Town)
Council contracts a condition requiring that no work be done on
the Lord’s Day, other than works of real necessity and mercy?
3. Will you, if elected, use all your influence in the direetion
of upholding the Divine authority of the Fourth Commandment,
thus conserving the Sabbath as a day for holy rest and
worship ?7—F. B.
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Church Notes.

Communions.—October—Second Sabbath, Ness and Gair-
loeh; third, Scourie; fourth, Lochinver and Greenock; fifth,
Wick.  November—First Sabbath, Oban and Halkirk; second,
Glasgow; third, Dornoch and Edinburgh. South  African
Mission—"The following are the dates of the Communions :—
Last Sabbath of March, June, September and December.  Note——
Notice ol any additions to, or alteration of, the above dates of
Communions should be sent to the Editor.

Collection for the Month.—The first Collection for the
ITome Mission (Missionaries and Catechists) Fund is to be taken

up this month by hook.

Rev. Donald Urquhart. Mr. Urqubart arrived safely
this country at the beginning of September. At a meeting of
the Foreign Mission Committee, held in Glasgow, on 12th
September, it was decided that Mr. Urquhart proceed next
month (October) to Jerusalem which is to be his headquarters.
We are sure we are expressing our readers wishes in saying

that we wish him all suceess in the Lord.

Call to Rev. John Colquhoun. —Mr. Colquhoun has received
a unanimons call from Glendale.  The ordination and induetion
s been appointed by the Western Preshytery to take place
(D.V.) on Thursday, 28th September.

History of the Free Presbyterian Church.—As we have
received o number of orders and inquiries in connection with
the above we may inform those interested that the book is now
printed and fhat whenever the bound copies are received from
the binders parcels of the book will be sent to ministers,
missionaries, and others from whom the book may be had.
Those sending orders dirveet should address them to Rev. Wm.
Grant, Free Preshyterian Manse, Halkirk, Caithness, and not
to the Editor.  The price is 2s. 6d. or 2s. 10d. post free.
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Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. John Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General
Treasuver, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations : —

Sustentation Fund.—Anon, 4s; Mrs McL., Aviemore, £1; Miss
A. M, £2

College Fund—Mrs D, M.—Isaiah 50-4, 8s.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.—K, M. Raasay, 10s; W. W,
Lochinver, 10s; A. Friend, £1 10s; D. F., 18 Skigersta, Ness, 5s;
Friend of the Cause, Vancouver, per Rev. F. Macleod, £10 19s.

Organisation Fund.—Anon, Dunvegan postmark (o/a Struan), 5s.

The following lists have been sent in for publication :—

Applecross Manse Building Fund.—Mr. John MacAulay,
Missionary, Applecross, acknowledges with sincere thanks the
following donations:—A Free Presbyterian, Applecross, £10;
Friend, Ullapool, £2; per J. McI}, Shore Street, Applecross, 5s
from Mrs McK., Lochcarron; F. P, Shieldaig, 10s; Friend,
Colheghillie, £2; Mrs D. G., Fernabeg, £2; Mrs McB., Cuaig, 10s;
Collecting Card, per Miss T. Matheson, Bonar Bridge, £4 14s 6d.

Plockton Church Building Fund.—Mr A. Gollan acknowledges
with grateful thanks the following donations:—Friends, Plockton,
5s 60d; Friend, Staffin, 10s; Mrs and J. M. Glenelg, 15s; Mrs
McK., Gairloch, 5s; F. P., Strathpeffer, £1; Wellwisher, Staffin,
£1; J. McK., Port Henderson, 10s; Friend, Gairloch, 10s; Miss
G. M., Edinburgh, £1; Nurse McL. Duncraig, £3; H. McE,
Laird, Sask., $5; Collecting Cards per Miss McK., Gairloch, £7
and Mr A. Robertson, Tain, £2.

Raasay Manse Building Fund.—Mr William  MacSween,
Missionary, acknowledges with  sincere thanks the following
donations :—Friend, Kishorn, 10s; Friend, Applecross, 5s.

Rogart Church Building Fund.—Rev. I©. McLeod acknowledges
with sincere thanks the following:—Friends, Glasgow—Collecting
Card, £3 4s 6d; A. M., Dornoch, per R. Ross, 10s.

The Building Committee of Rogart Congregation, in closing
this  Fund, desire to thank all contributors, ecspecially Miss
Murray and Mrs MacKenzie, Rogart, for generous contributions,
as directed by their late worthy brother, Mr Adam Murray.—F. M.

Tallisker (Skye) Church Building Fund.—Mr James R. MacRac,
Carbost, acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of £1 from
Anonymous, Dunvegan.

Uig (Stornoway) Manse Building Fund.—Rev. R. MaclInnes,
Uig, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations :—
Collecting Card per Miss G. MacRae, from Halkirk District, £11;
A. McL.,, Ardvoil, £1; E. M. F., Sandyford, Glasgow, 5s; J. J.
Mack, 10s; J. McK. 10s; A Friend, £5; Mr D. F., Skigersta,
per Mr N. Mackay, £1.

Wick Manse Purchase Fund.—Recv. R. R, Sinclair, acknowledges
with sincere thanks the following donations:—Mrs 1. McK.,
Halkirk, 10s; H. V. Hull, £2; Collecting Card, per Miss G.
Sinclair, Halkirk, £7 2s; Collecting Card, per K. Matheson,
Dingwall, £5 13s 6d; E. H., Sandyford, Glasgow, 5s.
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London Mission Church Building Fund.—Dr. M. Tallach, 160
Southampton Street, London, acknowledges with grateful thanks
the following:—Collecting Cards from Mrs Mackenzie, 1 Princes
Row, London, £4 10s; Miss Bain, Catliff Buildings, London, £1 10s.

St. Jude’'s Congregation, Glasgow.—\Mr Neil Macl.eod,
Treasurer, 153 Kent Road, Glasgow, acknowledges the following
donations with sincere thanks:—On account of Foreign Mission
Collection, Anon, £3; Anon, 10s; on account of Sustentation Fund,
M. H., Tobermory, £1; A. K., Glasgow, 17s.

South African Mission—Clothing Fund.—Mrs Miller, 7 West
Banks T'errace, Wick, acknowledges with grateful thanks, 70
yards of material from Edinburgh Congregation, per Mrs
Meclntyre; 5s from two little boys, Greenock C. and D. W.
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A. MacKay, West End, Saltburn; K. Mclver, 18 Breasclete,
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