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the Union.  Mr. Roberts, it seems, had adopted Arian views.
One would have thought that such a lapse from orthodoxy would
be regarded as a dishonourable thing, especially by those pro-
fessing to believe in the Deity of the Lord Jesus, but what do
we find? The services of Mr. Roberts to the town are to he
honoured and the newspapers report that the promoters of the
public testimonial include the two Church of Scotland ministers
and the Episcopalian minister. Now we take nothing to do with
the claim that Mr. Roberts may have to the recognition of his
work as a citizen of Grantown, but we predict that Mr. Roberts’
services though he lived to the age of Methuselah might possibly
go unrecognised had it not been for his heresy and the faithful
dealing of the Baptist Union in ecasting him out. Then, why
should ministers who profess to be servants of the Lord Jesus
lend their influence in promoting a testimonial to one who so
dishonoured that Master by denying His true Deity? Things

have come to a strange pass when such things are possible.

The Holy Tryst.—In a preface to this hooklet we are in-
formed that its purpose is “to help members [of the Church
of Scotland Prayer Union] to maintain the habit of daily prayer
for the work of the Church at home and abroad, hoth in private
and at family worship.” Information is given with regard to
ecach mission field and the nature of the work carried on by the
missionaries for quickening sympathy and making the prayers
more intimate and direct. With this end in view the compilers
have not only made suggestions for prayer, but they have com-
posed a considerable numher of prayers for use. In a short
space like this we cannot enter into a detailed eriticism of these
prayers, but three outstanding defects may me mentioned, viz. :
(1) The universal Fatherhood doctrine is acknowledged ; (2) there
is a woeful lack of confession of sin; (3) dependence on the
Holy Spirit’s work is rarely acknowledged. These are serious
defects prevailing as they do in so many of the prayers. We
are opposed to composed prayers like this on any occasion, and
when we discover such defects as mentioned above there is all
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the more reason for condemnation. The booklet has a foreword
by the Moderator, Dr. Lauchlan Maclean Watt, which concludes
as follows :—
“For I have a Tryst to keep :
It was plighted long ago,
With some who lie asleep.”

The Tryst-keepers weave peace around the world, and bind
this dusty star, with its graves, about the feet of God, clothed in
a resurrection hope.”  This may he the language of a Celtic
mystic; to us it is worse than meaningless.

Gospel Book Mission to the Army and Navy.—
Mr. Brider has sent us his annual report. Parcels and boxes of
literature to the number of 2250 were sent to various garrison
towns and naval stations at home as well as distant stations in
the nation. We are sorry to see that this good cause, like so
many others, is badly hit by the trade depression. The amount
subseribed last year was £74 9s. 6d., which taken in conncetion
with the following quotation from the report, speaks for itself : —
“As my friends know,” writes Mr. Brider, “T do mot possess
any private means whatever, neither do I take anything from
the Book Mission Funds, but am wholly dependent upon the
Lord for personal support.”

Christmas and New Year Festivities.—More and more
Christmas as a religious observance is creeping into Seotland.
Every year the number of Preshyterian Churches having Christ-
mas services is growing. In the Secottish Episcopal Chureh and
in the Ritualistic seetion of the Church of England the ritual is
fast approaching that of Rome, if it has not already reached it.
While Christmas is ostensibly held in commemoration of the birth
of Christ it is too often given over to festivity and vevelries
which had their origin in paganism. As Presbyterians we should
not forget that such festivals as Christmas, Haster, ete., were cast
out by our Presbyterian forefathers at the Second Reformation,
and we do not view their return as a sign for good. Tt is
gratifying that the drunken revelry that used to accompany the
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beginning of the New Year in Scotland is dying out, but there
is still too much of it. It is a poor way of beginning the New

Year by ushering it in with rioting and drunkenness.

The Church and the Drama.—In an interview with Dr.
Charles Warr, minister of St. Giles’, Edinburgh, reported in
“TLife and Work : the Record of the Church of Scotland,” we
quote the following :— The attitude of the Church to the drama
should he one of genuine interest and friendly sympathy. The
Chureh should hless every sincere effort towards the intelligent
interpretation of human life. We must fry to preserve a large
heart for humanity. Above all, the clergy should regard it as
their duty to widen their cultural horizon. Let us remember
that if the Church is to be the spiritual home of mankind, it
must spread its arms very wide. The attitude of the Church
to the theatre has undergone strange fluctuations.  From the
sixth to the eleventh century the theatre was completely obliterated
from Burope through the Churel’s hostility, and then, curiously,
in the twelfth century, by the Church itself embarking on the
production of the Miracle and Mystery play, to be followed later
by the Morality play, the drama was reborn in the Western
World. The theatre, thus, was both killed and resurrected by
the Church.” It would seem that some ministers are not satisfied
with the worldliness which characterises so many churches in
Scotland they must open the doors as wide as possible.

New Year’s Day Services.—Most of our congregations, we
believe, are in the habit of meeting for a short religious service
on New Year's Day. It has been said by some that while we
condemn the religious observance of Christmas we are observing
New Year’s Day instead. This is not so, we attach no religious
significance to the day. The Free Preshyterians were not the
originators of these New Year’s Day services. They were begun
by those who considered it beecoming on a day which is observed
as a holiday and which marked the beginning of a new year and
reminds us of the passing of the years that those so inelined
should meet for prayer—rendering thanks to God for His kind-



396 Free Presbyterian Magazine.

ness in the year that had passed and seeking his guidance for
the year that had begun. Usually a short address appropriate

to the occasion is given at these services.

Church Notes.

Communions.—January—DLast Sabbath, Inverness. Feb-
ruary—First Sabbath, Dingwall. Marech—First Sabbath, Ulla-
pool;  second, Portree and  Ness;  third, Finshay;
fourth, Kinloehbervie. South Afriecan Mission—The following
are the dates of the Communions :—Last Sabbath of March, June,
September, and December. Note.—Notice of any addition to,
or alterations of, the above dates of Communions should be sent
to the Editor.

Mission to the Jews.—Our readers will be interested to
know that the Rev. Donald Urquhart returned to Palestine at
the end of October. On this occasion he is to have his head-
quarters at Jerusalem instead of Tel-aviv, where he laboured on
his former visit. The Committee advised Mr. Urquhart to engage
a small hall where he could hold divine services and preach the
gospel, which is the ordinary means ordained by God for the
conversion of sinners whether Jews or Gentiles. Mr. Urquhart
explained to the Committee that rents in Jerusalem are exceed-
ingly high and halls most difficult to be had. In a letter received
a few days ago he informed us that so far he has not been
suceessful in securing a place, hut that he is doing his best to get
one. The engaging of a hall will, of course, add to our expenses,
and T would appeal again to our people to support our Foreign
Mission Fund as liberally as possible, for our outlay this year
is much heavier than in any previous year. We have been
honoured as a Chureh in sending the gospel both to Jews and
Gentiles and let us not be weary in well-doing.—NrrL MACINTYRE,
Convener.

Christmas and Easter Plays.—“T would like to see the
custom of religious plays, say at Christmas and Easter, taking
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“suech

deep root throughout Scotland,” Dr. Warr further says
plays, when reverently and intelligently produced, are invaluable,
espeeially as regards the young, for bringing home to the spectator
all that is meant by Bethlehem, Calvary, and the Empty Tomb. |
am quite certain that if, in our town and country pavishes, the
clergy were to approach such things with sympathy, they would
find them an enormous assistance to what they are striving to do
in ‘Sunday’ Schools and Bible Classes. The spirit of Oberam-
mergau need surely not be confined to Bavaria. It the Scottish
Jommunity Drama Association could, among their other activities,
transplant it into Scotland, they would be doing a wonderful
service to our nation.” These are serious statements coming
from a prominent minister of the Church of Seotland, but, in all
likelihood, no notice will he taken of them by his Preshytery.
Dr. Warr, in The Presbyterian Trodition, has shown clearly that
he is out of sympathy with some of the most worthy clements in
the Presbyterian tradition.

Ordination and Induction of the Rev. Archibald
Beaton.

It 1s a matter of great satisfaction that vacant charges
throughout the Church are being gradually filled up. The Lord
of the vineyard is proving that e is mindful of His cause and
is sending forth labourers to labour in His vineyard.

The Western Preshytery met in (Gairloch on the 16th November
for the ordination and induction of the Rev. Archibald Beaton.
Owing to the translation of the Rev. R. Mackenzie, their former
pastor, to St. Jude’s, Glasgow, the charge has been vacant for
some time, but now, through a unanimous eall, a most harmonious
settlement has been effected. The Rev. D. N. Macleod, Moderator,
presided and preached from 1. Peter iv. 11 a discourse appropriate
to the occasion. The newly ordained pastor was addressed by
the Rev. D. M. Macdonald and the congregation by the Rev. D.
Macleod, Sheildaig. The Rev. John Colquhoun also took part
in the service.

The weather was exceptionally fine and many gathered from
different parts of the parish and the adjoining congregations.
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The call was signed by 461.  The Gairloch congregation has
been a strong support to our Church all along, and we trust that
the ministry now begun will redound to the glory of God and
be for the good of many souls.

Our desire is that both pastor and people may have a rich
baptism of the Holy Spirit and that the Lord Jesus will grant
vhem much of His gracious presence and bring many from dark-
ness into His own marvellous light through the instrumentality
of their new minister.—D. M. M.

Resolution by the Western Presbytery.—The Western
Preshytery at a recent meeting passed a resolution condemning
the public use of strong drink at funerals and would urge upon
all their people within its bounds where this has been the practice
to give it up entirely from henceforth. The custom invites the
young to drink and is apt to be a heavy burden on poor people.—
D. M. Macponanp, Clerk of Western Preshytery.

Death of Mr. Kenneth Macleod, Elder, Fort William.—
It is with sincere regret we record the death of another of our
elders in the person of Mr. Kenneth Macleod. Kenneth was a
native of Harris.  There was something very pleasing about his
quiet, unassuming demeanour as a man and as a Christian. e
lived a life in keeping with his profession, adorning the doctrine
of His Saviour. Tor some time he was laid aside through ill-
health.  He passed away on 14th Decemher. He was laid to
rest in Blarour burying ground, Spean Bridge, on the 18th of
the same month—the large number of people present testifying
to the respect in which he was held. His removal, following on
that of his brother elder, Captain Macintyre, is a great loss to the
cause in Fort William.

We extend our heartfelt sympathy, to the widow, sons and
daughters and other relatives and also to the congregation of
Fort William.

Confession of Faith.—Copies of the Confession of Faith
may now be had from Mr. Finlay Beaton, 11 Greig Street,
Inverness, at 1/9 each or 2/- post free. This impression has
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been issued by the Irish Reformed Presbyterian Chureh and our
Synod has ordered 2000 copics. The book is very cheap at the
priee offered and as it may be many years before another edition
will be issued we strongly advise our people to take advantage of
this offer.

Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. John Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General
Treasurer, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations :—

Sustentation Fund.—“In Memory of a Mother,” per Rev. R.
MacKenzie, £3; Mrs McM., Dalnabreac, Rogart, £2; Anon,
Portree, £1; D. M., 710 Main Street, Saskatoon, £1; Anon, 4s;
J. K. McL, Lodsworth, Sussex, 10s; J. W., Blacksboat, Moray-
shire, 10s; A. K., Westhill, Culloden, 5s; C. M. A., Skinidin (o/a
Glendale), 2s; N. and J., Skinidin (o/a Glendale), 10s; K. McK.,,
Brooks, Alberta, £1 18s 4d.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.—Mrs McM., Dalnabreac, Rogart,
£5; D. M., Main Street, Saskatoon, £1 7s 7d; Friend in Tain, 16s;
Anon, Comrie, £1; Friend, Skye, 10s; Miss I. C. K., Lochinver,
5s; “In Memory of a Mother,” per Rev. R. MacKenzie, £1 8s 2d;
Anon, per Rev. R. MacKenzie, 10s; Mrs M., Dornoch, £2.

College Fund.—B. G., Fernabeg, Ross-shire, 10s; D. M., Main
Street, Saskatoon, £1.

Home Mission Fund.—B. (., Fernabeg, 10s; Mrs McM., Dal-
nabreac, Rogart, £2; Friend, Skye, 10s.

Organisation Fund.—D. M., Main Street, Saskatoon, 10s; Miss
I. C. K., Lochinver, 5s.

Winnipeg Church Fund.—A. K., Westhill, Culloden, Ss.
The following lists sent in for publication :—

Applecross Manse Building Fund—Mr John MacAulay,
missionary, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations :—Friend, Clydebank, 10s; Sailor, S.S. “ Guchna,” 10s;
Collecting Cards, per Mr J. MacKenzie, Stornoway, £5; per Mr
K. MacKenzie, Stornoway, £7. Mr M. Gillanders acknowledges
with sincere thanks the following:—Mrs J. J. F. Quebec, £2;
Mrs I, Vancouver, £1.  Collecting Cards, per Miss K. Nicolson,
Breakish, £3 8 6d; per Mrs Clark, Stirling, £4 13s 6d.

Islivig and Breanish Mission House Fund.—Rev. R. MaclInnes,
Uig, acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of £1 15s from
Anon, Manchester; the following per Mr Murdo McLeod,
Islivig:—J. S., Wick, 10s 6d; FIriend, Callanish, 3s 6d.
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London Mission Church Building Fund—Mr R. R. Sinclair,
Treasurer, acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of #£2
from Mrs H., Manor Road, N.16.

Newcastle-on-Tyne Mission.—Mr F. Bentley, 178 Portland
Road, thankfully acknowledges a donation of 10/- for Mission
Funds from “A Friend in the Highlands.”

Tallisker Church Building Fund.—Mr John McIntyre, Carbost,
acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of 10/- from D. M.,
7 Portnalong.

Uig (Stornoeway) Manse Building Fund.—Rev. R. Maclnnes,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following:—Congregation
of Raasay, per Miss C. Gillies, £10; J. M., School House,
Newmore, 5/-; J. McL., Crianlarich, 10s; Mrs M., Timsgarry,
WUig: #£1. ’

Wick Manse Purchase Fund.—Rev. R. R. Sinclair, Wick,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—
Nurse C. R. W, Glasgow, £2; J. M. Wick, £1; E. C. S,

Glasgow, £1.

South African Mission—Clothing Fund.—Mrs Miller, 7 West
Banks Terrace, Wick, acknowledges with sincere thanks the
following donations:—M. G. M., Achlyness, 5s; “Interested,”
Portree, 6s; F.P., Friend, Ross-shire, 2s 4d.

The Magazine.

3s 9d Subscriptions.—Norman MacAnlay, Grosebay, Harris;
Miss M. Ferguson, Viewforth, Bridge of Allan; Sam Cameron,
Glenmallie, Achnacarry, Spean Bridge; Mrs Campbell, Mossfield,
Lochyside, Banavie; M. Macdiarmid, 47 Leamington Terrace,
Edinburgh; Miss J. MacKenzie, 10 St. George’s Road, Toorak,
Melbourne, Australia; Peter McCuish, 17 Northton, Leverburgh,
Harris; M. S. Fraser, The Mound, Dornoch.

Other Subscriptions.—D). J. MacKay, McBurnie Road, R.R.2
Clovesdale, B.C, 3s 8d; Don, Morrison, 710 Main Street,
Saskatoon, Canada, 4s; Murdo MclLeod, Shore, Melvaig, Gairloch,
2s 10d; Mrs A. MacKenzie, Stoer, Lairg, 4s; John MacKay,
1 Achmore, Stornoway, 2s; Alex. MacKenzie, Durnanuck, by
Garve, 4s; Rev. A. Beaton, F.P. Manse, Gairloch, 5s; Mrs Hugh
Ross, 8 Back Street, Hilton, Fearn, 5s; Miss M. McLeod, Roag
House, Dunvegan, Skye, 2s; Neil McLean, Skinidin, Skye, 2s;
Mrs MacKay, Immer, Stromeferry, 4s; Mrs C. Munn, Dalnaine,
Oban, 5s; Donald MacDonald, Lochtrieghead, Corrur, 4s; Miss
C. Morrison, Arnisdale, Glenelg, 4s.

Free Distribution.—Mrs MacMaster, Dalnabreac, Rogart, £1;
Anon, per Rev. R. MacKenzie, 5s; Rev. A. Beaton, F.P. Manse,
Gairloch, 2s 6d. Total to date, £23 16s.



