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of the National Sta,te. They \\"ere to be of Aryan descent and

if married they were to be m:uried to nn Arya.n. There was a

good deal of opposition to these regulations, but it was brushed

aside. The new "8ing\le German Evangelical Churoo" is a

union of the Churches of Prussia, Saxony, and the other federal

States. Its Primnte is Bishop Ludwig lVHiller, who supplanted

the 1'1'rely elected Bishop von Bodelschwingh against the will of

the ecclesiastica'l authorities and ohe congregation,s. " The

Church," a.ccording to one the German Chr,istians as the new

organisation is N111ed, "must he the Church of German Christians

-that is to say, Christians of Aryan race." The Hitler scheme

is Emstianism of a more thoroug1h going kind than existed rin' the
Lutheran Consistorial polity, The 1J£anqhester Guardian ('1))'­

respondent snys thnt 2000 pastors, followers of Dr, von

Bodelschwingh, hnve entered in,to a covenant binding themselves

to do their duty ns servants" of the Word in sole allegiancp to

Holy ViTrit and to the Confessions of the Reform,ation as the true

interpretation of Holy 'Writ." Vve shaH watch ohis struggle

with interest, for there can be no douht but Hitler has created an

extraordinnry situntion not only in the State hut also in the
Church.

The German Religious Crisis.-New developments have

taken place since the above notes were written, Reich Bishop

Miillr]' hns made attempts to coneilinte the opposition, but it

would a,ppear from lntest reports he has not been successful.

Hitkr, who is aRoma n Catholic, is reported as heing annoyed

nt tl](' publicity tlw,t has heen given to the controversy. The

Government arc not sparing Roman Catholic prieiits whohaH'

crit'(,lsed the Govcl'I1ment. Onc llas been imprisoned fOT five

montus for libelling the Chancellor and another to one month's

imprisonmrnt in a fortress. These are the first that have been

sentenced since the COl1corc1a t entered into with the Vatican in

September, It. witl hr interrsting to watch the Vatican's moV<'.

How Heretics are Treated Nowadays.--Reeently the
Baptist Union for sufficient reasons stru"k the name of Pastor

Eric Roberts, Grantown, off the list of accr.:'dited ministers of
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the Union. Mr. Roberts, it seems, had adopted Arian views.

One would have thought that such n lapse from Olthodoxy would

he regarded as a dishonourable thing, cspeeinUy by thos-e pro­

fessing to believe in the De,ity of the Lord Jesus, but what do

\l"e find ~ The services of Mr. Roberts to the town are to be

honoured and the newspapers report that the promoters of tIle

public testimonial include the two Church of S('otLand ministers

and the EpiSJC"'opalian minister. Now we take nothing to do with

the cla~m that Mr. Ro,berts may have to the recognition or his

work as a citizen -ef Gran,town, but wc predict that M1'. Roherts'

services though he livec1 to the age of Methuselah mig'ht possibly

go unrecognised had it not been for his heresy and the faithfu[

tlenling of the Baptist Union in casting him out. Then, why

sIlOnld ministers who profcfis to be servants of the Lord J esns

lend their influence in pl'omoting a testimonial to onc wllo so

dishonoured thnt Mast,er by denying I--:1is true Deity ~ Things

have come to a strange pass when such things are po~ble.

The Holy Tryst.-In a prefaee to this booklet we are 111­

formed that its purpose is "to help members [of the Church

of Scotland Prayer Union] to maintain the habit of daily pcrayer

for the work of the Church at home and abroad, both in private

and at family wor:"hip." Information is given with reg;ard to

('adl mission field and the nature of the work carried on by the

missionaries for quickening sympathy and making the prayers

more intimate and direct. ·W·ith this end in view the compilers

have' not only made sugges1tions for prayer, but they have com­

posed a considerable number of pmyers for use. In a short

space like this we cannot enter into a detailed criticism of these

prayers, but three outstanding defects may me mentioned, viz.:

(1) The universal Fatherhood doctl'ine is acknowledged; (2) there

is a woeful lack of confession of sin; (3) dependence Oil the

Holy Spirit's work is rarely acknowledged. These are serious

defects prevaiEng f1S they do in so many of the prayers. We

are oppo&ed to compos('d prayers like this on any occasion, and

when we d-iscover such defects as mentioned above there is al<l
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the more reason for condemnation. The booklet has a foreword

by the Moderator, Dr. Lauchlan Maclean 'Vatt, which concludes

as follows:-

" For I have a Tryst to keep:

It was plighted long ago,

'With some who lie asleep."

The Tryst-keepers weave peace around the wOl'ld, and bind

this dusty star, with its graves, about the feet of God, clothed in
a resurrection hope." This may bc the language of a CEltic

mystic; to us it is wor~c than meaningless.

Gospel Book Mission to the Army and Navy.­
Mr. BrideI' has sent us his annual report. Parcels and boxes of

literrutu:re to the numlwr of 2250 were scnt to various garrison

townfl amI naval stations at home as well as clistant stations in

the nation. We are .sorry to see that this good causc, Eke so

many others, is ,badly hit by the trade depression. The amount

subscribed last year was £74 9s. 6d., which taken in connection

with the following quotation from the report, s'peaks for itself:­

"As my frif'uds know," writes Mr. BrideI', "I do not pOfZses;;

any private means whatever, neither do I take anything from

the Book Mission Funds, hut am wholly dependent upon the
Lord for personal support."

Christmas and New Year Festivities.-M01'e and more
Christmas as a religious observaJwe is cl'eeping' into Scotland.

Every year the number of Presbyterian Churches having Chl'ist­

mas services is growing. In the Scottish Episcopal Church and

in the Ritualistic section of the Church of Englnlld the ritual is

fast approaching that of Rome, if oit has not already rcached it.

While Christmas is ostensibly held in commemoration of the birth

of Christ it is too often given over to festivity and l'evelries

which had their origin in paganism. As Presbyteria.ns we shocld

not forg'et that suehf.estivals as Chr,istmas, Easter, etc., were cast

out by our Presbyterian forefa,thers at the Second Reformation,

and we do not view their return as a sign for good. It is

gratifying that the drunken revelry that used to accompany the
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beginning of the New Year in Scotland is dying out, but there

is still too much of it. It is a poor way of beginning the New

Year by ushering it in with rioting and drunkenness.

The Church and the Drama.-In an intewiew with Dr.

Charles 'Van, minister of St. Giles', Edinburgh, reported in

"Life :md vVork: the Record of the Church of Scotland," we

quote tl11e following :-" The attitude of the Chnrch to the drama

should be one of genuine interest and friend'ly sympathy. The

Church should bless evel'y sincere eJfort to"'ards the intelligent

interpretation of human life. 'Ve must try to preserve a large

heart for humanity. Above all, the clergy should regard it as

their duty to widen their cultural horir.on. Let us remember

that if the Church is to be the s'piritnal home of mankind, it

must spread its arms vcry wide. The attitude of the Church

to the theatre has undergone strange fluctuations. From the

sixth to the deventh century tlle j-,heatre was completely obliterated

from Europe through MJC Chnrch's hostihty, and then, curiously,

in the twelfth century, by the Church iL<;elf embarking on the

production of the Miracle and Mystery play, to be followed later

by the Morality play, the drama was rabm'n in the Western

World. The theatre, thus, was both killed and resurI'ooted by

the Ohul't'h." It would srcm thatsomc ministers are not satisfied

with the worldliness which characterises so lllany ehurcllC's ill

Scotlanclthry must open the doors as wide as possihle.

New Year's Day Services.-Most of our congregations, we

believe, nre in the habit of mepting for a short religious service

on New Year's Day. It hns been said by some that w,hile we

condemn the rdigious observance of Christmns we are observing

New Year's D~y -instend. This is not so, we attach no religious

significance to the day. T,he Free Presbytel'inns were not the

originators of these New Year's Day services. They were begun

by those who considered it becoming on a day which is observed

as a holiday and which marked the beginning of a new yea,r and

reminds us of the pas~ing of thr years that those so inclined

should meet fm prayel'-renclrI'ing thanks to Goel for His kinel-
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ness III the year that. had

the year that had begun.

to the occasion is given at

passed and seeking his guidance for

Usually a short address appropriate

these services.

Church Notes.
Communions.-January-Last Sabbath, Inverness. Feb-

ruary-First Sabbath, Dingwall. March-First Sabbath, UHa­

pool; second, POltree and Ness; third, Finsbay;

fOUlth, Kinlochbervie. South African Mis"ion-The foUowing

are the dates of the Communions :-Last Sahbath of March, June,

September, and December. Note.-Notice of any addition to,

or altemtions of, the above dates of Communions should be sent

to the Ed-itor.

Mission to the Jews.-Our readers will be interested to

know that the Rev. Donald Urquhart retu-rned to Palestine at

the end of October. On this occasion he is to have his head­

quarters at Jerusalem instead of Tel-aviv, where he 13Jboured 011

his f011mer visit. The Committee advised Mr. Urquhart to engage

a small hall where he conld hold divine services and preach the

gospel, which is the ordinar." means ordained by God for the

conversion of sinners whether Jews or Gentiles. Mr. Urquhart

explained to the Committee that rents in Jerusalem are exceed­

ingly high and halls most difficult to be had. In a letter received

a ff'II' days ago he informed us that so far -he has not been

snccessful in securing a place, but that he is doing his boot to get

one. The engaging of a hall wi]'], of course, add to our expenses,

and I would appeal aga1in to our people to support our Foreign

Mission Fund as liberally flS possible, for OUT outlay this year

is much beav,ier than in any previous yeaI'. We bave been

honoured as a Church in sending the gospel both to Jews and

Gentiles and let us not be weary in well-doing.-NETL MAcIN'I'YRE,
Convene,·.

Christmas and Easter PIays.-" I would like to see the

custom of religious plays, say at Christmas and gaster, taking



Cht£1"ch Notes. 397

deep root throughout Scotlanil," Dr. W arr further says "S11oo
plays, when reverently and intcUigently produced, are inval·uable,

especially as regards the young, for bringing home to the speotator

all that is meant by Bethlehem, Calvary, and the Empty Tomb. 1

am quite certain that if, in our town and country parishes, the

clergy were to approach suoh th~ngs with sympathy, they would

lind them an enorlllOU, assistanec to what they are striving to do

in 'Sunday' Schools and Bible ClaS6es. TIle spirit of OberaJill­

merg.1.l1 ncrd sur!'ly not be confined to Bavaria. If the Scottish

COllllllun ity Drama Assoeiation could, among their other activities,

transplant it into S("othmd, they wO'lllrl be doing a wonde'rful

service to our nntion." 'l'hese are serious statements comiug

from n prominent minister of the Ch urch of Scotland, but, in a11
likehhood, no nohee will bp taken of them by his Presbytery.

Dr. 'Varr, ill The Freobyte'rirul Trr'dif.ioil, IJlls ,,110\\111 ("leady that

he is out of sy.rnpathy with S()!lI(~ of tile most wort!IY elNne.llts ill

the Presbyterian tradition.

Ordination and Induction of the Rev. Archibald
Beaton.-It is .a. matter of great satisfaction that vaoant charges

t:hroughout the Church are heing gradually fiIlpd up. 'rhe Lord

of the vineyard is proving that He is m~nd:fnl of His cause a.nd

is sending forth labourers to lab01ll' in His vineyard.

The Western Presbyter.\" lllct in Gnirloell Oil jiile lUl.h Novomber

fol' tlJP ordination :m(l inclnl"tion 01' UIP Rcv. Ar<:>hib:lld Bea,ton.

Owing to the translation of t!H' Rev. R. Macke117,jp, their former

pastQr, to St.•Tnde's, Glasgow, the charge has been vacant for

some tinlc, hnt no\\-, t.hrough n unanimous call, a. most hnrmoniollS

settlement has been effec-ted. The Rf'v. D. N. Macleod, Moderator,

prCG1.ded aull prc:l<'lH'd from 1. Peter iv. J1 a c1iscoUl'se a..ppropriate

to the Qccasion. '1'1Ie newly ordaiJled pastor was nddressed by

the Rev. D. M. 1'1:w<1ona](I and the congregation by the Rev. D.

Macieod, Shei,ldaig-. The Rev.•T,ohn Colquhoun also took part
in the service.

The weather was ex<:>eptionally fine 'and many gathered from

different parts of the parish and the adjoining congrega.tions.
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The call was signed by 461. The Gairloch congregation has

been a strong support to our Church all along, and we trust that

the ministry now begun 'will redound to the glory of God and

be for the good of many souls.
Our desire is that both pastor and people may have a rioh

baptism of the Holy Spirit and that the Lord Jesus wit! grant
them much of His gracious presence and bring many from dark­

ness llltO His own marvellous light through the instrumentality

of their new minister.-D. M. M.

Resolution by the Western Presbytery.-The Western
Presbytery at a recent meeting passed a resolution condemning

the public use of strong drink at funerals and would urge upon

all their people within its bounds where this has been the prMtice

to give it up entirely from henceforth. The custom invites the

young to drink !md is apt to be a heavy burden on pOm' people.­
D. M. MAcDoNALD, Clerk of 'Vc"tenl Prei',bytery.

Death of Mr. Kenneth Macleod, Elder, Fort WiHiam.­
It is with sincere regTet we record the death of another of our
elders in the person of Mr. Kenneth Mncleod. KeJmeth was a

native of Harris. There was something very pleasing' about his

quiet, un~1ssuming demen nour as It man a lid as a, Christian. He

lived H hie in keeping with his profession, adorning the doctrine
of His Saviour. Fo)' some time 110 was laid aside through ill­

health. He passed Hway on 14th December. He was laid to
re,s't in BI.nJ:our burying ground, Spean Bridge, on the 18th of

the sattle month-the lnrge number of people present testifying

to the respect in which he was held. His remorval, following on

that of his brother elder, 'Captain Macintyre, is a grea,t loss to the
cause in Fort William.

We extend our heartfelt sympathy, to the widow, sons and
daughters and other relatives and also to the cOllg>regation of
Fort William.

Confession of Faith.-Copies of the Confession of Faith
may now be had from Mr. Finl1ay Beaton, 11 Greig Street,

Inverness, at 1/9 each or 2/- post free. This impression has



Acknowledgment of Donations. 399

been issued by the Irish Reformed Presbyterian Church and our

Synod has ordered 2000 copies. The book is very che:a.p at the

price o1'£eroo and as it may be many years b8fore another edition

will be issued wc strongly advise our people to take advantage of
this offer.
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