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Actually it is the generation which received this devoted and
enthusiastic fostering that now plays the prodigal son and
departs for the far country every ‘Sunday’ by train, ’bus or
steamer. The many Youth activities of the Church have been,
by this standard, a failure.” We have all along condemned
such Societies as Boys’ Brigades, Boy Scouts, Girl Guides, ete.,
connected with Churches but all this may be set down to Free
Presbyterian narrow-mindedness and as the outcome of a spirit
of fault-finding with Churches other than their own. To those
who have such views it may, however, appear more on the lines
of sane criticism when the criticisim is printed in a secular paper.

Respect for Courage.—The above writer further adds:-—
“The whole Youth work of the past thirty years has indeed
betrayed a complete absence of respeet both for Youth and for
the Church’s own convietions. There is, of eourse, the well-
founded suspicion that the Church is not quite certain what its
convictions are, if any. Undoubtedly they have been made so
suitable to all palates that Youth, which illogically ranks
courage before convictions, fights shy of ultimate Church mem-
bership. At the moment, I belicve, the youth of Britain are
more intrigued by the courage of the Free Presbyterian Church,
daring to be old fashioned, and to be laughed at, than they are
influenced by Churches which will yield any point to get them.”

Larger Catechism on Dancing.—An attempt has been
made by a few crities in the press to set aside the point of our
Note in last issue by saying that it is “lascivious ” dancings the
Larger Catechism condemns. We were quite well aware of the
fact as also (of which our eritics were evidently ignorant) that
such expositors of the Catechisms (Larger and Shorter) as
Ridgeley, Watson, Fisher, Willison, John Brown (Haddington),
Boston, Ralph Erskine, cte., regarded “ promiscuous danecing”
(and let it be remembered it is promiscuous dancing that is to
the fore in this controversy) as coming under this category and
it was with the backing of these we made our comment. The
appeal to grammar and punctuation was quite unnecessary as
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it does not in any way help the critics. In the correct inter-
pretation of theological documents much more than the knowledge
possessed by a schoolboy (a favourite word with the erities) of
grammar and punctuation is required. If the erities had the
wisdom to sit down and acquaint themselves with the attitude
of the Puritans (and the Westminster Divines were out-and-out
Puritans) to dancing and stage-plays they would have known that
promiscuous dancing and all stage-plays were regarded by them
as “lascivious” and treated as such where they had the power
to deal with them. Into that terra incognita the critics have
probably mnever entered. A dip into the Larger Catechism is
not sufficient to establish them as such authorities on its inter-
pretation that every one must accept their verdiet as final. If
they can produce anything from the writings of the Westminster
Divines which indicates that they regarded promiseuous dancing
as an innocent pastime they will have done more to establish
their contention than appealing to punctuation.

Sabbath Excursions Protest.—Criteism of the advertising
of Sabbath railway excursions at the village of Brightons, near
Falkirk, was made at a meeting of the Church of Scotland
Presbytery of Linlithgow and Falkirk held last month (Sep-
tember). Rev. A. B. Robb, Laurieston, Convener of the
Presbytery’s Social Problems Committee, drew attention to what
he called the outrage of sandwichmen parading the main streets
of the village with posters advertising these excursions. He
considered this was contrary to Sabbath observance. Mr. D.
Watt, Polmont, blamed such excursions as the reason for the
churches being nearly empty on Sabbath evenings. There was
no saying where it would end. But why should the Presbytery
limit its protest to what is taking place at the above village?
If the Presbyteries of the Church of Secotland had done their
duty in the past the present serious eondition of things would
not have come to pass. But the country is now reaping what
was sown by the Fnemy while the Church was dosing or even
fast asleep. It is something to know that in some distriets
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ministers of the Church of Scotland are awakening to realise
that the advancing tides of Sabbath desecration mean among
other things, empty churches and unconcern for the means of
grace.

Church Notes.

Communions.—October—First Sabbath, North Tolsta;
second, Ness and Gairloch; third, Scourie; fourth, Lochinver and
Wick. November-—First Sabbath, Oban; second, Glasgow and
Halkirk ; third, Dornoeh. South African Mission—The following
are the dates of the Communions—Last Sabbath of March, June,
September and December. Note.——Notice of any additions to, or
alterations of, the above dates of Communions should be sent to
the Editor.

Call to Rev. Angus Mackay, M.A.—The call to Mr.
Mackay from the Applecross congregation has been sustained
by the Western Presbytery. The Preshytery appointed Tuesday,
the 24th of September for the ordination and induection.

Sermon in last Magazine.—The sermon in last issue was
preached by the Rev. N. Cameron at Rev. J. A. Tallach’s
induction to the Kames congregation. The omission of the
preacher’s name was not noticed until the Magazine appeared
in print.

Collection for the Month.—The Collection for this month
is for the Home Mission Fund (Missionaries and Catechists)
and according to the Synod’s instructions is to be taken up by
book from door to door.

A Warning.—We have in our hands indisputable evidence
that some of the bitter anonymous attacks made against the Free
Presbyterian Church and some of her ministers in the press are
from the pen of one who had come under the discipline of
our Church. We will not say anything more meantime but
desire our people not to be unduly perturbed by anything coming
from this source.
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Acknowledgment ot Donations.

Mr. John Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General
Treasurer, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following

donations : —
Sustentation Fund—Mrs N, Fort William, Ontario, 7s 10d.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.—Mrs McK., Stornoway, per Rev.
N. Mclntyre, £1; Friend, Fernabeg, 5s; Mrs D, McN., Hurstville,
Sydney, Australia, 16s 2d; Anon., Glasgow, 2s 6d; R. McL,
Clashmore, Clashnessie, 7s 6d; Anon., Kilmarnock, £1; “Pray
that Jerusalem may have” &c., Glasgow, 4s; Mr J. R. M., Simcoe,
Ontario, on behalf of New School on Stephen’s Farm, 16s; Mrs
H E, Suncoe for behalf of New School on Stephen’s Farm, 4s.
Rev. Jas McLeod Greenock, acknowledges with sincere thanks
the sum of £6 19s 3d ($35) from “ Canada.”

Winnipeg Church Fund.—Rev. F. McLeod, Dornoch, acknow-
ledges with sincere thanks a donation of £1 from * Friend,”
Kishorn.

Legacy Fund.—Recceived with grateful thanks from the Executor
of the Estate of the late Mrs MacKenzie, Udrigle, Laide, Ross-
shire, the sum of £50, being amount of legacy bequeathed by Mrs
MacKenzie to the Free Preshyterian Church of Scotland for
behoof of any Fund or Funds which the Synod may determine,
per Rev. R MacKenzie, M.A, St. Jude's, Glasgow.

The following lists have been sent in for publication : —

Daviot Church Building Fund.—Rev, E. Macqueen acknowledges
with sincere thanks the sum of £3 from K. McK., Inverness. The
following, per Mr A. MacBean, Tordarroch:—Miss McC., Kames,
£1; Rev. D. U, £1; A. McP, Daviot, 10s.

Dornoch Congregational Funds.—Rev. F. McLeod, acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—A Friend,
£1; Friend, 2s 6d; Sustentation Fund, A. M. 10s; Friend, £1;
Glasgow Friend, £1; Alexandria, #£1.

Islivig Mission House Fund.—Mr M. MacLeod, P.O., Islivig,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following collections:—
Collected at Reef, £2 4s; do. at Kneep, 9s; do. at Valtos, £2 2s 6d;
do. at Aird, £3 10s 6d; do. at Ardvoil, £3 8s; do. at Breanish and
Islivig, #4 14s. D. and N. M, Cliff, 18s.

Plockton Church Building Fund—Mr Alex. Gollan, acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—Friend,
Staffin, 10s; J. McK,, Porthenderson, 10s; D. McK. Strathdhirie,
5s; Anon., Plockton, £1.

Wick Manse Purchase Fund.—Rev. R, R. Sinclair, acknowledges
with sincere thanks the following donations:—Mrs W. C,, Wey-
bridge, £2; Mrs F., Fergus Drive, Glasgow, £1; Friend, Wick, 10s.

Portnalong Mission House—Mr D. Morrison acknowledges
with thanks the following donations:—S. Fraser, Strathpeffer, £1;
Friend (Dornoch postmark), 5s; Friend, Dunoon, 10s; Duncan
Mcl.eod, 14 Portnalong, Skye, 10s; Friend, Fernabeg, Shieldaig,
per Mr Donald McSween, missionary, 5s; Mrs H. Newington,
868 Minnesota St., Fort William, Ontario (Collecting Card), $3.
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South African Mission Clothing Fund.—Mrs J. Miller, 7 West
Banks, Wick, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations :—Miss M. McC., Kames, £1; Three Friends, Redcliffe,
Portree, £1 2s 6d; Bedford st., Glasgow, Prayer Meeting, per
General Treasurer, £2.

The Magazine.
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