






































































Notes and Comments. 275

Parables Performed by the Children.-The Glasgow

Herald (17th August) had a ,paragraph under the above heading.
The Parables in question were those of the Labourers in the
Vineyard and the Ten Virgins. The first was entirely rendered

by boys and the second by boys and girls. The production was

under the supervision of Mr. Joseph S. Richie, New College, Edin­
burgh, the leader of the children's work in the Church of

Scotland Sea-side Campaign at Millport. This is the beginning
of a bad practice which is sure to grow in popularity. What

harm some may ask in little children innocently enjoying them­
selves in this manner with a spice of religion thrown in ~ All

we have to say is this that the solemn impressions fitted to be
produced by these parables of the Lord Jesus Christ will be
obliterated in the minds of the little ones by the excitement and

bustle incident to the preparation for the acting and the
perfoTmance by the chiluren. If the Church of Scotland was

what she should bc, she ,would straightway prohibit these sea­
siue performances sponsored as they aTe by those connected with

her. The stock question of Satan, what harm is there in it ~
will, of course, come too readily to the lips of thousands of

professing religious people in Scotland. This is the modern
method of training up a child in the way he should go but
it is not the good old way which did not give one the impression
that religion ,vas play.

Youth's Societies connected with Churches.-A writer
in one of the Glnsgow evening papers commenting on the need

of the forthcoming report on the above subject to the Glasgow

Presbytery says that "An inquest on the Youth Societies con­
nected with the Clmn,h is long overdue." He then makes the

following commenb:-

"Do the Youth Societies as presently conducted, and with
their present aims, help the Church, or do they noH A direct

answer can be evaded in a score of ways. Experience and

results, however, both indicate that the benefit is wholly inadequate
compared with the amount of labour and money expended.
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Actually it is the generation which received this devoted and
enthusiastic fostering that now plays the prodigal son and
departs for the far country every 'Sunday' by train, 'bus or

steamer. The many Youth activities of the Church have been,

by this standard, a failure." i¥e have all along condemned
such Societies as Boys' Brigades, Boy Scouts, Girl Guides, etc.,
connected with Churches but all this may be set down to Free

Presbyterian narrow-mindedness and as the outcome of a spirit

of fault-finding with Churches othcr than thcir own. To those
who have snch views it may, however, appear more on the lines
of sane criticism when the criticism is printed in a secular paper.

Respect for Courage.-The above writer further adds:­
"The whole Youth work of the past thirty years has indeed

betrayed a complete absence of respect both for Youth and for

the Church's own convictions. There is, of course, the well­
founded suspicion that the Church is not quite certain what its

convictions are, if any. Undoubtedly they have been made so
suitable to all palates that Youth, which illogically ranks

courage before convictions, fights shy of ultimate Church mem­
bership. At the moment, I believe, the youtb of Britain are
more intrigued by the courage of the Free Presbyterian Church,

daring to be old fashioned, and to be laughed at, than they arc

influenced by Churches which will yield any point to get them."

Larger Catechism on Dancing.-An attempt has been
made by a few critics in the press to' set aside the point of our
Note in last issue by saying th.atit is "lascivious" dRllcings the

Larger Catechism condemn'>. i¥e were quite well aware of the

f~1,Ct as also (of whicl] our critics were evidently ignorant) that
such expositors of the Catechisms (Larger and Shorter) as

Ridgeley, i'Vatson, Fisher, Willison, ,John Brown (Haddington),

Boston, R,alph Erskine, etc., regarded "promiscuous dancing"

(and let it be remembered it is promiscuous dancing that is to

the fore in this controversy) as coming under this category aud
it was with the backing of these we made our comment. The

appeal to grammar and punctuation w,as quite unnecessary as



Notes and Comments. 277

it does not in any way help the critics. In the correct inter­

pretation of theological documents much more than the knowledge
possessed by 11 s,choolboy (a favourite word with the critics) of

grammar and punctuation is required. If the critics had the
wisdom to sit down and acquaint themselves with the attitude

of the Puritans (and the Westminster Divines were out-and-out

Puritans) to dancing and stage-plays they would have known that
promiscuous dancing and all stage-plays were regarded by them

as "lascivious" and treated as such where they had the power

to deal with them. Into that terra incog,nita the critics have

pl'Obably never entered. A dip into the Larger Catechism is

not sufficient to establish them as such authorities on its inter­
pretation that el,ery onc must accept their verdict as final. If

they can produce anything from the writings of the Westminster

Divines which indicates that they regarded promiscuous dancing

as an innocent p!lstime they will have done more to establish

their contention than appealing to punctuation.

Sabbath Excursions Protest.-Critcism of the advertising
of Sabbath railway excursions at the village of Brightons, near

Falkirk, was made at a meeting of the Church of Scotland
Presbytery of Linlithgow and Falkirk held last month (Sep­

tember). Rev. A. B. Robb, Laurieston, Convener of thp

Presbytery's Social Problems Committee, drew attention to what

he called the outrage of sandwichmen parading the main streets
of the village with posters advertising these excursions. He

considered this \yas contrary to Sabbath observancp. Mr. D.

Watt, Polmont, blamed such excursions as the reason for the

churches being nearly empty on Sabbath evenings. There was
no saying where it would end. But why should the Presbytery

limit its protest to what is taking place at the above village~

If the Presbytcries of the GhUl'Ch of Scotland had done their
duty in the P!\st the present serious condition of things would

not h!\ve eomc to pass. But the country is now reaping what

W!lS sown by the Enemy while tbe Church was dosing or even
fast a,flleep. It is something to know that in some districts
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ministers of the Church of Scotland are awakening to realise
that the advancing tides of Sabbath desecmtion mean among
other things, empty churches and un<loncern for the means of

grace.

Church Notes.
Communions.-October-First Sabbath, North Tolsta;

second, Ness and Gairloeh; third, Scourie; fourth, Lochinver anfl
Wick. Nov,ember-First Sabbath, Oban; seeond, Glasgow and
Halkirk; third, Dornoch. South Afri<lan Mission-The following
are the dates of the Communions-Last Sabbath of March, June,
September and December. Note.-Noticeof any additions to, or
alterations of, the above dates of Communions should be sent to

the Editor.

Call to Rev. Angus Mackay, M.A.-'l'he call to Mr.
Mackay from the Applecross congregation has been sustained
by the Western Presbytery. The Presbytery appointed Tuesday,
the 24th of September for the ordination and induction.

Sermon in last Magazine.-The sermon in last issue was
preached by the Rev. N. Cameron at Rev. .r. A. Tallach's
induction to the Kames congregation. The omission of the
preacher's name was not noticed until the Magazine appeared
in print.

Collection for the Month.-The Collection for this month
is for the Home Mission Fund (Missionaries and Catechist·;)
and according to the Synod's instructions is to be taken up by
book from door to door.

A Warning.-We have in our hands indisputable evidence
that some of the bitter anonymOt~s attacks made against the Free
Presbyterian Church and some of her ministers in the press are
from the pen of one who had come under the discipline of
our Church. We will not say anything more meantime but
desire our people not to be unduly perturbed by anything coming
from this source.

l
•

~



Acknowledgment of Donations. 279

Acknowledgment of Donations.
Mr. .J ohn Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General

Treasurer, aclmowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations :-

Sustentation Fund.-Mrs N., Fort WiIliam, Ontario, 7s lOd.
Jewish and Foreign Missions.'-':Mrs McK., Stornoway, per Rev.

N. McIntyre, £1; Friend, Fernabeg, Ss; Mrs D. McN., Hurstville,
Sydney, Australia, 16s 2d; Anon., Glasgow, 2s 6d; R. McL.,
Clashmore, Clashnessie, 7s 6d; Anon., Kilmarnock, £1; "Pray
that Jerusalem may have" &c., GI,asgow, 4s; Mr J. R. M., Simcoe,
Ontario, on behalf of New School on Stephen's Farm, 16s; Mrs
H. E., Simcoe, for behalf of New School on Stephen's Farm, 4s.
Rev. Jas. McLeod, Greenock, acknowledges with sincere thanks
the sum of £6 19s 3d ($35) frolll "Canada."

Winnipeg Church Fund.-Rev. F. McLeod, Dornoch, acknow­
ledges with sincere thanks a r1onation of £1 from "Friend,"
Kishorn.

Legacy Fund.-Reccivcd with grateful thanks from the Executor
of the E~tate of the late Mrs MacKenzie, Udrigle, Laide, Ross­
shire, the sum of £50, bciug :lmouut of legacy bequeathed by Mrs
MacKenzie to the Free Presbyterian Church of. Scotland for
hehuof of any Fund or Fl1nds which the Synod may determine,
per Rev. R. MacKenzie, M.A, SI. Jude's, Glasgow.

The following lists have been sent in for publication :­
Daviot Church Building Fund.-Rev. E. Macqueen acknowledges

with sincere thanks the sum of £3 from K. McK., Inverness. The
following, per Mr A MacBean, Tordarroch :-Miss McC, Kames,
£1; Rev. D. u., £1; A McP., Daviot, 10s.

Dornoch Congregational Funds.-Rev. F. McLeod, acknow­
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations :-A Friend,
£1; Friend, 2s 6d; Sustentation Fund, A M., lDs; Friend, £1;
Glasgow Friend, £1; Alexandria, £1.

Islivig Mission House Fund.-Mr M. MacLeod, P.O., Islivig,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following collections:­
Collected at Reef, £2 4s; do. at Kneep, 9s; do. at Valtos, £2 2s 6d;
do. at Aird, £3 lOs 6d; do. at Ardvoil, £3 8s; do. at Breanish and
Islivig, £4 14s. D. and N. M, Cliff, 18s.

Plockton Church Building Fund.'-':Mr Alex. Gonan, acknow­
ledges with g-ratcful thanks the 'following donations :-Friend,
Staffin, 10s; ]. McK., Porthenrlerson, 10s; D. McK., Strathdhirie,
Ss; Anon., Plockton, £1.

Wick Manse Purchase Fund.-Rev. R. R. Sinclair, acknowledges
with sincere thanks the following donations :-Mrs W. C, Wey­
bridge, £2; Mrs F., Fergus Drive, Glasgow, £1; Friend, Wick, lOs.

Portnalong Mission House.-Mr D. Morrison acknowledges
with thanks the following donations :-S. Fraser, Strathpeffer, £1;
Friend (Dornoch postmark), Ss; Friend, Dunoon, lOs; Duncan
McLeod, 14 Portnalong, Skye, lOs; Friend, Fernabeg, Shieldaig,
per 'Mr Donald McSween, missionary, Ss; Mrs H. Newington,
868 Minnesota St., Fort William, Ontario (Collecting Card), $3.
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South African Mission Clothing Fund.-Mrs ]. Miller, 7 West
Banks, Wick, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations :-Miss M. McC., Kames, £1; Three Friends, Redcliffe,
Portree, £1 2s 6d; Bedford st., Glasgow, Prayer Meeting, per
General Treasurer, £2.

The Magazine.
3s 9d Subscriptions.-Rod. MacRae, Badachro, Gairloch; Alex.

McLeod, Newfield, Elphin; J. Macdonald, Kylis, Bayhead; Thos.
Finlayson, Trantlemore, Forsinard; John Gillies, 4 Fladda, Raasay;
A. Nicolson, Middleton, Raasay; Will. MacKay, Queenzicburn,
Kilsyth; Miss B. MacKay, School Ho., Rearquhar; Alex. Gillies,
10 Clachan, Raasay; Don. 'Mackenzie, Point Farm, Gairloch;
D. Gillies, 51 Kirksyde Ave., Kirkintilloch; Mrs McLean, Lochie­
portside, North Uist; Don. Gillies, Fladda, &aasay; Kenneth
M:icRae, Cuaig, Arrina; Miss Kelly, 7 Landsdowne Cres.,
Glasgow; Miss Matheson, Bellahouston Terr., Glasgow; Mrs J.
MacKinnon, Burnet st., Ballina, N.S. Wales; Mrs H. ]. Purdic,
Crane Street, Ballina, N.S. Wales; ]. D. Kidd, 123 Burnct Strect,
Ballina, N.S. Wales; Mrs W. D. Bannerman, Inshape, Rogart;
Geo. Murray, Aultnagar, Invershin; Wm. MacKay, Newton
Stemster, Halkirk; K. McCaskill, Faillie Mains, Daviot; Mrs D.
McNeil, 114 Winiro Road, Hurstville, Sydney, Australia.

4s Subscriptions.-Alex. MacVicar, Little Stl'l1th, Lochmaddy;
D. McCuish, 30 Northton, Leverburgh; Geo. Hendry, Birichen,
Dornoch; John Clark, UnapooI, Assynt; Colin MacKenzie, Tor·­
breck, Rogart; Mrs Alex. MacBeth, Cor ran House, Shicldaig;
Mrs ]. K. McLeod, o/a Lamont, Annishadder, Skye; Mrs M.
Ross, 8 Back st., Hilton; Miss J. MacKenzie, 88 Elm Ave.,
Toronto; Miss K. Macrae, Camusteil, Applecross; Miss M.
MacKenzie, 869 West Milwaukie Ave., Detroit; D. Macdonald,
Entrance Lodge, Lochbl1ie, Mull.

Other Subscriptions.--A. MacSween, Strond, Lcverburgh, 8s 6e1;
Mrs D. Gillies, Camusteil, Applecross, Ss; Wm. Macqueen, IS
Park Road, Portree, lOs; M. Mackenzie, 8 Ardvoil, Uig, Storno­
way, 8s; Nurse M. R. MacLeod, 24 Qtteensberry st., Boston,
USA., 3s lOd; P. Nicolson, School House, Uig, Skye, 2s 4d;
J. H. Matheson, Badidarroch, Lochinver, lOs; Miss Macdonald,
Amhuinllsiclh, Harris, £1 6s 3d; Miss MacAulay, Bernera, Storno­
way, 2s 2d; Dr. Isa Holdom, 3040 Bryant Ave., S. Minneapolis,
USA., Ss 6d; Miss M. McLeod, 2 Branahl1ie, Stornoway, 7s 6d;
Mrs E. Fr.aser, 151 Sherwood Ave., Toronto, 7s 9d; Miss K.
MacAskill, Carnish, Lochmaddy, 2s; Mrs M. MacKenzie, Pier
Road, Tarbert, Harris, 4s 6d; Mrs R. Matheson, Polglass,
Achiltibl1ie, lOs; Miss E. MacGregor, Pultney Street, Ullapool,
Ss 6d; ilIrs D. MacRae, Pultney Street, Ullapool, 3s 6d; F.
MacRae, 630 10th Ave. East, Vancouver, £1.

Free Distribution.-Donald McLeod, Upper Bighouse, Forsinard,
6s; Miss Macdonald, Teacher, Amhuinnsidh, Harris, 13s 9e1;
Miss K. McCaskill, Carnish, Lochmaddy, Is 9d.


