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Chriosd umuighean, agus ghleachd air son trocaire; agus tha 0

'gan gnitthachadh sin uile a nis, mar dhuais air son trocaire,
a' cur cudthrom mol' ona, 'na theachd gu caithir nan gras.
Ach ann an so tha Spiorad an Tighearn' a' tilgeadh fras shaighd­

ean gu cridhe an duine, leisam bheil earbsa 's na nithean sin

air tuiteam agus air a sgrios; agus ann an Aite bhi smuaineachadh
gu bheil e ni's fean na moran, tha 0 air a thoirt gu 0 fein
fhaicinn ni's miosa na neaoh sam bith. Tha graineileachd ath­

leasachaidh a chaithe-beatha air fhoillseachadh dhh; chan 'oil

aithreachas 'na bheachd fein ni's fean na bha aithreachas ludais,
a dheoir mar dheoir Esau, agus 'iantuis an deidh Ohriosd feineil
agus suarrach, eosmhuil; riusan a oh' ian an deidh Chriosd air

son nam buillionna, Eoin vi. 26. Tha e nis a' meas gu bheil Dia
ag rhdh, imieh uam fheumaich uaibhrieh! Cionnus a ehuireas

mi thu am measg na cloinne 7 Tha e 'meas gu bheil e ag amlmrc
gl'uamaeh air, air son a dhi-meas air losa C1'iosa tre neo­
ehreidimh, peaoadh do naeh a' thug e aeh beag aire roimhe. Aeh

a nis, air a' cheann mu dheireadh, tha: e ga fhaieinn 'na dhath

dearg; agus tha e air a throimh-lotadh gus a chridhe, mar le mile
saighead, am feadh a ta e faicinn mar a bhae 'dol air aghaidh
gu dall, a' peacaehadh an aghaidh an leigheis air son peaeaidh,

agus, fad uile ehursa a bheatha a' saltairt fo chois air fuil Mhie
DhC ! Agus a nis tha e 'na shealladh fein 'na chuspair truagh,

toilteanach air dioghaltas an lagha, seadh, agns air dioghaltas
an t-soisgeil mar an ceudna.

Ri leantuinn.

Notes and Comments .
.. That they might be one."-This is one of the most

abused texts of Scripture but surely its misinterpretation

reached a climax in its application to a series of services con­
ducted in Trinity Church, Glasgow (Rev. H. S. M'Clelland,

RA., RD., minister), under the. heading of League of Religiom

I
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Services. The advertisement announces that" Members of many
faiths will worship together on Sunday Evenings; December
29th and .January 5th. Speakers representing Hinduism,
Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, and Mohammedanism will take
part. Lessons read from sacred books of many faiths
The minister will lead the devotions at both services." Things
have come to a fine pass when a Church professing to be
Christian allows such services to be conducted under its auspices.
We feel it our duty to enter a strong protest against the glaring
misuse of the words of the great high priestly Prayer of our
Lord in such a connection. It is dishonouring to His Name
to say that He ever prayed that His followers and Hindus,
Buddhists, Mohammedans, etc., as such, should be one. That
is not what He prayed for.

What is a .Christian?-This question came to our minds
in reading a few comments made by the Rev. Alfred Hall on
a remarkable document left behind by Mr. E. M. Gibbs, a
noted architect and surveyor, Sheffield, and which was read at
his funeral service in the Upper Chapel, Sheffield. Mr. Gibbs
was born of Unitarian parents but through reading Darwin
and Spencer he becallUe an Agnostic which, as Mr. Spurgeon
tellingly pointed out is the Greek form for the Latin ignoram1~s.

He was a worshipper of the Unknown God or as he put it
himself-Cl the infinite and eternal Energy from which all things

proceed "-whatever that may mean. Mr. Hall remarked:

"I cannot help thinking that Mr. Gibbs was more of a Christian

than many who profess themselves such." Probably Mr. Hall

imagines Unitarians to be Christians though they deny the Deity

of our Lord. It makes no undue demands on charity to un­
hesitatingly deny that they have any claim to such a noble

designation.

A Meatless and Treeless Christmas.-It seems among
many other difficulties Italy suffered owing to her unrighteous
war was that of a meatless and treeless Christmas. The Fascist
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ban on Christmas tree!; had the approval of the Vatican orgall­
Osse'rvatol'e Romano-which describes the Christmas tree as an
"exotic and Protestant fashion." It seems, according to this
organ, that the Christmas tree is "a relic of naturalistic pagan
rituals." "It is with approval," it add!;, "we note the (Fascist)
order which definitely abolishes this Nordic usage." We have
no idea holY the German Dictator will take this but it would
be well for so-called Protestants to bear in mind that the
Ossel"l;atore Romano is not far off the mark in its description
of the origin of the Christmas tree. It does seem strange,
however, that the papal authorities made this belated discovery
through the application of the Fascist ban. The Church of
Rome is substituting the Italian "Christmas Crib" for the
Nordic "Christmas Tree" which is as bad notwithstanding the
blessing of the Osser1wtore Romano.

Mr. Brider's Gospel Mission to the Army, Navy and
Air Force.-The Annual Report has been sent us. Mr. BrideI'
is still carrying on his good work in sending religious literature
to the Army, Navy and Ail' FOl"ce. We regret he is sorely
handicapped through weak health and it is to his credit that
he has not given in, A number of our readers in the past have
sent contributions for the carrying on of the work and
others may wish to send contributions his way. Mr. Brider

is entirely dependent on what may be sent him as he has no

personal mean!; of support. One thousand parcels have been

sent out last year for free distribution to men in garrison

towns and naval stations at home and abroad. Mr. Brider's

address is 21 Firfield Street, Totterdown, Bristol.

"Music and Dancing."-When the Saviour tabernacled
among men His words were oftell misinterpreted-wrested from

their meaning-the same injustice is done to Him still. One

of the most reprehensible forms of this misinterpretation is the
appropr,iation of His words as a cover to worldly pra.ctices

and follies. The words quoted above from the most touching

•
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and beautiful of all His parables have been used by professing
Christia.ns with a decidedly worldly outlook as a justification for
promismlous dancing. Bishop Ryle's comment on the words is
to the point and gives no countenance to the above interpretation.
"ISome commentators," he says, "have carefully dwelt on this
expression, and have hinted, not obscurely that it sanctions
recreations and amusements from which many ChristianB think
it better to abstain. 8tier exclaims, 'A note for the Pietists!'
Alford says more gravely, 'Vvould these festal cmployments have
been mentioned by our Lord on so solemn and blessed an occasion
if they really come among those worl"" of the devil which He
came into th.e world to destroy.' I c.an sce no force in arguments
of this kind. There is not the slig'htest proof that the <laneing
referred to in this place was at all like the dancing of modern
time. There is no proof that it was at night, or that it was a
da.nce of men and women mingled together. Until these thirngs
can be p·rov.ed, sueh comments on the ve:vse before us are much
to be regretted. I am not aware of any Christian objecting to
music. Dancing, as it isconductec1 in modern times, maI}Y
excellent Christians object to, and 1; frankly say, I think with
good reason" (Expository Thoughts on St. L~t7ce, ii, 193).

Dry Rot in the Churches.-We were recently pulled up
in the press for commenting on dry rot in the Church of
Scotland but when one of its own ,elders uses the phrase
perhaps it may not be considered so much out of place as
coming from us. Near the beginning of last month Mr. William
R. Mackay, headmaster of Stemster School, Bower, in a speech
before the Caithness Presbytery of the Church of Scotland
said some very wise things about prayer-meetings. He asserted
that social activities were taking the place of prayer"meetings
in their Churches. The abandoning of prayer-meetings was n
tragedy and their decay indicated the decay of spiritual life.
He further asserted that their congregations had largely lost the
sense of prayer. The dry rot of formality had invaded their
Churches and the sleeping sickness of spiritual paralysis seemed
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to have settled down on their congregations. "In many of their
Churches Ichabod might be chalked on their doors." It is
regrettable that Mr. Mackay used the too common phrase yet
so unscriptural and dishonouring to the sovereign God-" Give
<rod a chance "-ill his .speech.

Church Notes.
Communions.-February-First Sabbath, Dingwall; third,

Stornoway. March-First Sabbath, tnlapool; second, Portrce
and Ness; third, Finsbay; fourth Killlochbervie; fifth, Nortll
ToLsta. April-First Sabbath, Portnalong, Achmore and Stoer;
second, Lochgilphead; third, Greenock; fourth, masgow and
W:ick. South African Mission--T'he following are the dates of
the Communions-Last SlI!bbath of March, June, September and
December. Note.-Notice of any additions to, or alterations of,
the above dates of Communions should be sent to the Editor.

Death of Mr. Lachlan Ross, Winnipeg.-We regret that
Mr. Lachlan Ross, Winnipeg, passed away on 3Td January of
this year. Mr. Ross was connected with our Scourie congregation
hefore going to .canada a number of years ago. A fuller notice
may appear later on.-D. Macleod, .church's Deputy to Canada.

Request by Mr. John Grant.-Our General Treasurel'
requests that all unsold copies of Rev. D. Macfarlane's MemoiI'
and Rev. N. Cameron's be sent in to him 'at once so that he
may be able to supply orders sent to him. All outlying
payments for copies sold should also be made to Mr. Grant.

Deputies.-For the infonnation of our people in Canada
the services in Vancouver from the 24th January will (D.V.) be
conducted by Rev. J. P. Macqueen who expects to arrive back
from Australia on that date. The Rev. Donald Macleod remaine
in Winnipeg until he is relieved by Mr. Macqueen.-F. Macleod,
COfWener of Canadian and Colonial Mission.
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Useful and Instructive Books.-There are still copies to
be had of Rev. D. Macfarlane's and Rev. Neil Cameron's
Memoirs (3/6 each; post free 3/10) from Mr. John Grant, our
General Treasurer, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, who can also
supply copies of the History of the Free Presbyterian Church
(2/6; post free, 2/Hl) Rnd the Confession of Faith (1/9; post
free,2/-). We may also add that copies of Rev. J. R. Anderson's
Sermons (2/-) of which a notice appeared in the Magazine last
year may be had from Mr. H. B. Pitt, 4 Clarendon Road,
Trowbridge, Wilts.

Acknowledgment ot Donations.
Mr. John Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General

Treasurer, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations: -

Sustentation Fund.-Mrs. C. F., Kirbuddo, Forfar, ISs; Cl North
Uist," 16s; }. W. Blacksboat, Moray, 6s 3d; Friend, Toronto, £2.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.-J. MeR., Kelwood, Manitoba, lOs;
Anon., Kilmarnock, £1; Mrs. A. c., Purley, Surrey, £1; "A Young
Friend," Glasgow, 2s 6d; .. North Uist," 4s.

Organisation Fund.-Friend, Toronto, £1.

The following lists have ,been sent in for publieation:­

Daviot Church Building Fund.-Mr. A. MacBean, Tordarroch,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the sum of £15 from Inverness
Congregation per Mr. D. MacRae, Treasurer. Miss M. Urquhart,
Daviot, Collecting Card, £3 7s 6d.

Dornoch Congregational Funds.-Rev. F. MacLeod acknowledges
with sincere thanks a donation of $5 from Mr. A.McK., Innisfail,
Alberta" in loving memory of James Murray and Alex. Campbell;"
"A young friend," Glasgow, 2s 6d.

Dingwall Church Building Fund.-Mr. S. Fraser, Timaru House,
Strathpeffer, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations :-Miss M. M. Beauly, £5, per Rev. D. A. IMaefarlane;
"A Raasay Friend," £1; A Young Friend, Glasgow, 2s 6d per
General Treasurer.

Edinburgh Ma~se Purchase Fund.-Mr. A. MacAulay, 20
Leamington Terrace, Edinburgh, acknowledges with grateful
thanks a donation of lOs from Miss M., Comrie, per Rev. N,
McIntyre,
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Greenock Manse Purchase Fund.-Rev. Jas. McLeod, acknow­
ledges with sincere thanks the following donations :-Two Glasgow
Friends, £1; Friend, London, Ss; A Young Glasgow Friend, 25 6d.

Islivig Mission House Fund.-Mr. M. McLeod, p.a. Islivig,
acknowledges with grateful thanks a donation of lOs from M. M.,
Carnish.

Lochbroom Congregational Funds.-Rev. D. N. MacLeod,
Ullapool, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations on behalf of the Sustentation Fund the sum of £10
from Mr. and Mrs. M. K. MeD., apoho, New Zealand, and £3
from "c. R," Ullapool.

Plockton Church Building Fund.-Mr. Alex. Gollan, acknow­
ledges with sincere thanks the following donations :-Mrs. M. D.,
Ardintoul, 55 per Mr. D. Matheson; Friend, Glasgow, £1.

Portnalong Mission House.-Mr. D. 'Morrison, Portnalong,
acknowledges with sincere thanks :-Collecting Card, £2 105 6d,
per Mrs MacDonald, Uiginish, and "Widow's Mite," £3, per Mr.
D. MacSween.

Wick Manse Purchase Fund.-Rev. R R Sinc1air, acknowledges
with grateful thanks the following donations :-A Friend, Wick,
lOs; Miss ]. S., £1 ; Miss J. B., £1; Friend, Wick, lOs.
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