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Notes and Commendts.

among the downtrodden and outcasts has blinded the eyes of
many to its grave and serious heretical teaching. Methodism
has been described as Arminianism set on fire and much of
the drive in the Boothite movement is due to its strong Armin-
ianism and Pelagianism; it is militant Semi-pelagianism. In
view of the faet that its religion and soecial work are dovetailed
it hecomes a question for the conseience whether any finanecial
support should be given to the Army by any that value sound
doctrinal teaching.

“The Devil’s Rattlebag.”—Such was the happy, if stinging,
epithet given by Alexander Peden to David Mason, a mnoisy,
blustering religionist of his time. The name lost nothing of its
aptness by its picturesque touch. It is a fitting deseription of
some pseudo-scientists and literary men of our day among whom
may he named Bernard Shaw and H. G. Wells. Recently the
latter has been airing his opinions at the meetings of the British
Association held at Nottingham.  The leading lights in the
scientific world gather to these meetings and air their opinions.
Some of these are helpful and useful and are a real advance
on our knowledge but if one wishes to get speeimens of some
of the most arrant nonsense he has only to read some of papers
delivered at the British Association meetings. Take for instance
this utterance of H. G. Wells in his presidential address to the
section of Educational Science :—* All the historieal part of the
Bible abounded in wild exaggeration of the importance of
Palestine. Nothing began there, nothing was worked out there.
Solomon’s temple was smaller than most barns. Tt was time we
recognised the extreme insignificance of the events recorded in
Kings and Chronicles. Even if we think it desivable to perplex
another generation with the myths of the Creation, the Flood,
the Chosen Pcople and so forth, we haven’t got the time for it.”

Strange History.— Nothing began there; nothing was
worked out there.” We wonder if Mr. Wells is in carnest! Do
we understand him to say that nothing began in Palestine and
nothing was worked out therc? TIn a land where a work was
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done that lifted empires off their hinges and which is destined
to vitalise the whole world.  Ope might as well admire the
peculiar judgment of an astronomer who ignores the existence
of the sun in his caleulations as give any place to Mr. Wells’
strange deliverance. Mr. Wells professes to be a historian who
takes no parochial view of the trend of events yet, if he is
judged hy the above words, his vision is woefully cireumseribed.
He is troubled about many things in the Bible and if his writings
mean anvthing he would replace them by the uncertainties of
Evolution of which he is an ardent exponent. What he calls
the myths of the Creation and the Flood will, we suppose, be
replaced in the sehool currienluin by the fantastie theorisings
of the pseudo-scientists.  Things have come to a low state when
men like Mr. Wells are recognised as orvacles and are listened
to with respect in the educational world. ’

Forced Ecclesiastical Marriages and Ecclesiastical
Divorces.—For some reason best known to itself the Secottish
Press does not give the prominence to the ecelesiastical disturb-
ances in the Church of Seotland as it does to those in some of
the smaller denominations. As one reads of the unsuccessful
attempts, however, of forced ecclesiastical marriages such as
Latheron, ete., one does not need to possess a very active imagina-
tion to picture all the ill-feeling engendered by the efforts of
those determined to bring together people who are quite
determined that they will not. Then we have a new phase in
the case of congregations sueh as Carradale in Argyllshire
separating. Perhaps these congregations acted wisely in resorting
to divoree for in all probability the marital relations were
anyvthing but happy. It is well that those who think that there
are no ecelesiastical troubles exeept in the Free Presbyterian
Church should have their attention directed to these cases.

A Mischevious Speech.—At a dinner held recently in
Glasgow, Prof. Main, one of the University Divinity Professors,
said 'in a speech: “TI hope that the time will not come when
we lose the tradition of a morning serviee on the Sabbath. And
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if there ave some who in this bustling era, feel they nced
recreation on Sunday I think we perhap‘s ought not to lay
intolerable burdens upon them. Rather should we say: We
know you like recreation, but we would like you to know there
is a tradition in Scotland for morning worship. So let us come
to a compromise. Let ns say—* No games on a Sunday until
two o’clock.” That will allow those who have to work that
others may play a chance of morning worship.,” 1t is this
playing into the hands of the cnemy by ministers that has been
ne of the chief causes of the great land-slide on Sabbath
observance in Scotland. It ix lamentable that one in Prot. Main’s
position and with his early ecelesiastical upbringing should have
given utterance to such scentiments.

Church Notes.

Communions.—October-—First  Sabbath, North Tolsta;
second, Ness and Gairloch; fourth, Greenock, Lochinver; fifth,
Wick.  November—First Sabbath, Oban and Dingwall (note
change of dalc); second, Glasgow and Halkirk; third, Edinburgh
and Dornoch. South African Mission—The following are the
dates of Comwmunions :—Last Sabbath of March, June, Septem-
ber and December.  Note~—Notice of any additions to, or
alterations ef, the above dates of the Connmnunions should be sent
to the Editor.

Collection for October.——The Collection for this month is
for the Home Mission Fund (Missionaries and Catechists) and
is to be taken up by book from house to house by the instruetions
of the Synod.

Opening of place of worship at Borve, South Harris.—
On the 14th July, a large congregation gathered from all distriets
of Harris, for the opening service in the place of worship recently
erected in the Borve distriet, by subseriptions raised locally
and throughout the Chureh.  Rev. M. Gillies, Stornoway, presided
and preached an appropriate sermon on Hosea, xii. 3, 4. We
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have causc for thankfulness to the Most High that this new
crofting settlement has a building where He may be worshipped
and glorified who is worthy of adoration and glory and dominion,
world without end.  We hope the preaching here will be for TLis
glory. and the everlasting happiness oif hmmortal souls. I take
this opportunity of thanking all who were moved to coutribute
throughout the Churel, and also the kind friends of the cause of
Christ overscas.—D. J. Macaskill.

Protest.—The Sabbath Observance Committee of the Freo
Preshyterian Chuveh of  Scotland, having had their attention
drawn to a recent Press report vegarding the holding of Naval
Sports at Invergordon on the Lord’s Day, hexeby enter their
emphatic protest agninst this new eneroachment on the sanectity
of the Sabbath in the Highlands.

The Counmittee hold strongly that the Fourth Commandment
lays a binding moral obligation on all men, and especially on
those in authority, to keep holy the Sabbath Day as a day set
apart for the purposes of divine worship, and that the devoting
of any part of it to sport or other such secular purposes involves
individuals and nations in guilt before God. They furflier hold
that the sin of
the Most High, and more than ordinarily provocative ot Ilis

Sabbath desceration is peculiavly offensives to

righteous indignation.

Viewing with alarm the extent to which Sabbath deseeration
is indulged in and tolerated in this, our beloved land, at the
present time, and being gravely apprehensive of the consequences
should things go on as they ave doing, the Committee feel con-
strained to urge upon our Rulers the desirability of taking
action with a view to placing the maintenaunce of the Sabbath
institution on a more satisfactory basis in the nation’s economy
than it presently oceupies.

The Committee would, therefore, respectfully appeal to the
Admiralty to issue such instruetions as would safeguard the
interests of Sabbath observanee in the Navy, and as would obviate
the repetition of such an incident as that protested against.
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Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. J. Gieant, 4 Millburn Road, Iuverness, General Treasurer,
acknovwledges with grateful thanks the following donations :—

Sustentation Fund.—N, S, Kerraville, Wollongong, N.S.W., £2;
Mrs G, Coneyvhurst Court, Billingshurst, Sussex, £2; Mrs N,
Fort William, Ontario, 12s 1d; Mrs J. McD., Mid Fearn,
Ardgay, Os 3d. 4

Aged and Infirm Ministers and Widows and Orphans Fund.—
Mrs 1. M., North Strome, Lochcarron, 7s 6d.

Home Mission Fund—J. S, Kerraville, New South Wales, £1.

Ovrganisation Fund.—A Sydney N.S'W. Friend, per Rev. J. P.
Macqueen, 10s; Mr A, B. Steedman, o/a Balance of Rev. . J.
Urgithart's cxpenses, £7 2s.

Jewich and Foreign Missions.—I). McN., Glasgow, 10s; A
%dm\, N.S.W., Friend, per IC\ J . Macqueen, £1; J. S,

Kerraville, \/Vullongmn \T%\V Mrs C. M. W., Pasadena—
l”t'izc Money for Chilucn 10s.

Reve N, Mclntyre acknowledges with gldteful thanks the
following ——“Anon 7 Eagland, f01 Missionary’s new house, £10;
A I'riend, Tolsta, t.S, Mrs Peelk, Lowestoft, £2; Friend, Storno-
way, £1; }«ncnd Glasgow, for New Schools, £1 Mrs B, (neunod\
for New Qxchools 10s

South African Mission—-—Wel] Sinking Fund.—Mrs C. M. W,
Pasadenn, £1 10s.

The following lists have been sent in for publieation :—

Applecross Manse Building Fund.—-Mr M. Gillanders acknow-
ledoes \\nh grateful thanks the following donations:—Friend,
“ Luubuu 1”\’(‘[)1(55 £1; Mrs M., Toronto, per Mr J. Grant, 10s.

Daviot Church Building Fund—Mr J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road,
Inverness, acknowledges with  grateful thanks the f{ollowing
donations :——Mrs G., Coneyhurst Court, Billingshurst, Sussex, £3;
Mrs M., Toronto, 10s; Mr Angus MucBean, Tordarroch, from
coliections, £10.

Dornoch Congregational Fands.—Rev. . Macleod, acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—Friend,
Arvdncaskan, £1; Friend, Sydney, £1; A. M., 10s.

Glendale Congregational Funds.—Mr F. Nicolson, Hamara,
acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of £1 from an
Tntercsted Briend o/a Sustentation Fund, per Mr M. MacAskill,
Missionary.

Edinburgh Manse Purchase Fund—Mr A. MacAulay, 20
Leamington Terrace, acknowledges with sincerc thanks a donation
of £2 from A Friend, per Rev. N. McIntyre.

London Congregational Funds.—Rev., J. I>. Macqueen, acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations —A Sydney
(Australian) Triend, 10s; Mrs R. Mcl, “Eilean a’ cheo,” 11
Elmwood Avenue, London £1 5s; Mrs D, McN Hurstville, Sydney,
N.S.W., £1; and Mrs McA of same address 10s,
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Plockton Church Building Fund.—Mr A. Gollan, acknowledges
with sincere thanks the following donations:—A. C., Diabaig,
5s; Miss A. McA.,, Inverness, 10s; Miss M., Kensaleyre, 10s.

Portnalong Mission House.—Mr 1), Morrison, acknowledges
with grateful thanks the following donations:—]J. Mecl., Jr., 14
Portnalong, 10s; K. McL., Waternish, per Mr D. MacSween, 10s.

Inverness Congregational Funds.—Rcv. E. Macqueen, acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks a donation of 3 dollars from Mrs
H. N, Fort William, Ontario, o/a Sustentation Fund.

Vatten Church Extension Fund.--Mr John Mackay, Dunvegan,
acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of £2 from “A
Friend,” per Mr Finlay MacAskill, Grecep.

South African Mission Schools.—Mr A. S. MacGillivray, Dunoon,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following gifts on behalf
of the Mission Schools :—550 books of the Gospel and 200 Booklets
from The Scripture Gift Mission Committee, Iccleston Hall,
London, per the Secretary; 100 Booklets—-The I\oydl Law—issued
by The Lord’s Day Observance Society, London, from Mr J. D.
M. Kean, President, Glasgow €. E. Unions; Six Dozen Jubilee
Medals from Bible \V'uuhousc 42 Ann %ttcct Belfast, per Mr
C. McLeay; Six Dozen -Scrlpuue Medals and Three Dozen
Scriptures from an old Free Church Deacon.

The Magazine. ;

3s 9d Subscriptions.—Miss I, Livingstone, Kentra, Acharacle,
Argyll; Mrs J. Macdougall, Mid Fecarn, Ardgay; Mrs Hugh Ross,
8 Back Street, Fearn; Miss J. Mackenzie, The Ark, Lochcarron;
Nurse iulloch Maternity Home, 20 Cheslie bt1eet Edinburgh;
Mrs Mcxckcn/m 24 Midtown, Invuas(l(\lc I’oolcwc Ross; K
MacAskill, Faillie Mains, Daviot.

6s Subscriptions. F.P. and Y.P. Magazines.—Alex. MacLeod,
Newfield, Elphin; Mrs Guthrie, Coneyhurst Court, Billingshurst,
Sussex; Mrs Bannerman, Inchape, Rogart; Rev. A. F. Mackay,
Applecross; Mrs G. Murray, Achnagar, Invershin.

Other Subscriptions.—N, Shaw, Keiraville, Wollongong, N.S'W.,
7s; H. McL., Loumore, Gairloch, £1; Nurse M. McCuish, Skeabost
Br,, Portlee 2s 4d; Mrs A. Beaton 301 13th Avenue, Calgarry,
Alberta S5s; Mrs D. Matheson, North Strome, Lochcarron, 7s 6d;
Miss J. MacGllhuav School House, erogle 6s; Rev Js P
Macqueen, London, ()s, Ken. l\HcLeod The Gardens, Raasay,
10s; Pastor J. W. \aundcn’ The Manse, Necdingworth, St. Ives,
3s 6d; Mrs C. L. George, 549 East 32nd Street, In(hduopohs,
Induna U.S.A., 4s; Miss Agnes Macfarlane, 1 Sk1gersta Ness,

i Al Calder l\omnt 4s; H. J. Mackenzie, Glendarroch, Loch-
invcr, 7s 6d; Miss Joan Mackenzie, Camustiel Applecross, 4s.

Free Distribution.—Mrs D). Matheson, North Strome, Loch-
carron, 7s 6d; N, Shaw, Keiraville, Wo]longon NSW 4s,





