













































































Notes and Comments. 511

following sentence :—* Luther was actively anti-Sabbatarian,
Knox himself was far from striet. His first meeting with Calvin
was on a Sunday, on the bowling-green at Geneva, and these grim
personages are said to have had a game, in which, one is certain,
the Haddington man won.” It would be advisable that journal-
ists, as well as others, in writing on such a subject would acquaint
themselves with the facts of the case before putting in print what,
to say the least of it, is not strictly accurate. A study of Gil-
fillan’s The Sabbath and Principal Fairbairn’s “ Views of the
Reformers regarding the Sabbath” in his Typology of Scripture
(Appendix A) instead of relying on statements made by such
writers as Hengstenberg, Hessey, Cox and Dr. Norman Macleod,
might have the effect on him of qualifying what he says about
Luther and withdrawing what he says about Calvin and Kunox.
We readily admit that Luther on this subject as on others allowed
himself under the impulse of his powerful dynamie nature to
make statements at times that were not in aecordance with Serip-

ture. But to say that he was ¢

actively anti-Sabbatarian” in the
sense in which that term is usually understood is not borne out
by a careful study of his writings. _

A Hoary Legend about Calvin and Knox.—One would
have thought that the hoary legend about Calvin and Knox play-
ing a game of bowls on the Sabbath would, by this time, have
died a natural death through senile decay. But judging by the
frequency with which it is vesurrected by the Anti-Sabbatarian
resurrectionists it must be considered of vital importance to their
cause. Dr. Hay Fleming many years ago thoroughly exposed
the lack of historical evidence for the legend in his Critical
Reviews Relating to Scotland (p. 191). Law Mathieson, whose
auntipathy to Sabbatarianism was not a qualification for one
dealing with the religious history of Scotland, had no historieal
ground for the statement he made about Knox and Calvin. Here
is an instance of the unserupulous way in which men professing
to be historians deal with such matters. “ Both Dean Stanley
and Mr. Mathieson,” says Dr. Hay Fleming, “have been out-
stripped by a learned Scotsman, who, in a recent article,
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introduced the statement that Knox occasionally took part in
a round of golf on Sabbath afternoon. On being asked for his
authority, the writer frankly acknowledged that he had nonc;
but deelined to delete the statement, because as he thought, it
helped to brighten the article which was too technical to be
generally interesting!” The “learned Scotsman,” referred to,
passed as an authority on Scottish history! What a scare some
of these traducers of his name would get were John Knox to
appear. Queen Mary would not be the only one he would “ gar
” At present Scottish history is too much in the hands of
the Cavalier School and Scotland needs a M‘Crie, or a Hay Flem-
ing to teach them not to be so dependent on their imagination for
their faets and to propose some cure for their religious

greet.

astigmatism.

Sabbath Broadcasting. — The B.B. Corporation has an-
nounced in the press that it intends broadeasting a programme
of a light character every Sabbath between 10.45 a.m. and 12.30
p.m.  From the press announcements we should have thought
that its present programme on the Lord’s Day was sufficiently
light to please all worldly-minded persons. This new move 1s
symptomatic of the age. At one time the world endeavoured to
press its demands on the plea of necessity and mercy. But it has
become bolder with each concession and einemas, games, ete., now
arc asked for on the Sabbath without an excuse and without a
blush.

The Jews in Palestine.—Dr. W. M. Christie writing in the
British Weekly deplores the commercialisation of the Sea of
Galilee on whose waters the Son of Man walked and whose waves
He stilled; His feet trod its shores and the cities on its coasts
heard his wonderful words and ;witnessed his marvellous works.
“ Now it is practically a mill dam, with levels changed at the will
of, and to suit the convenience of the Electrie Corporation,” he
says. We lay no stress on the sacredness of places but we
confess to a strong leaning to the sentiment of the saintly
M‘Cheyne expressed in his beautiful poem on the Sea of Galilee :
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How pleasant to me thy deep bluc wave, O Sea of Galilee!

For the glorious One who came to save hath often stood by

thee.

Fair are the lakes in the land I love, where pine and heather

grow; ’

But thou has loveliness far above what Nature can bestow.
It appears from what Dr. Christie says that the Jews would not
only have the Arabs cleared out of Palestine but the Christians
also. Dr. Christic, as is well known, is not an enemy of the
Jews but candour demands him to write as he does. The Jewish
problem in Palestine is baffling and requires more than the
wisdom of men to deal with it. From the reports of discussions
in Parliament and the large sums required for the maintenance
of order our Administrators in Palestine have their hands more
than full.

A Crime Committed Against the Young in the Name
of God.—Our readers, I am sure, would never surmise what this
crime was. Well, it is simply this : Braintree in Essex has turned
down * Sunday ” Cinemas and the Dean of Bocking has evidently
lost ‘his temper and his commonsense as the following reported
words indicate : “ A erime,” he says, “ has been committed against
the young in the name of God. A haven of refuge from the hot
blood and inexperience of their years has been taken away, and
the moral mischict which has been the outeome of having nowhere
to go on ‘Sunday’ remains unchecked, when with the grace of
art and beauty they might have found new inspirations, courage,
and self restraint. God help us at the Day of Judgment.” Well
might the Dean pray that prayer for himself. We have rarely
ever read words from a professed minister of Christ that give
such an encouragement to Satan’s campaign against the Lord’s
Day. The Dean’s words are not only foolish but charged with
Satanic mischief. Tree Presbyterians are sometimes charged
with using strong. language. We need never hesitate to denounce
as strongly as we can disloyalty to Christ’s eause by His pro-
fessed servants, it does not matter to which denomination they
belong. The Dean charged the Sabbatarians with intolerance but
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he should attend to the big beam that is in his own eye before
he tries to get rid of the motes that are in his neighbours’ eyes.
There is no intolerance so fierce as the intolerance of the so-called
liberal minded.

Nativity Plays.—Somectime ago some stir was caused through
the reported performance of a nativity play in ome of the public
schools in the West Highlands. 1In the March issue of Life and
Work (the Record of the Church of Scotland) a photograph is
given of children who took part in a Nativity Play at Lerwick.
It is aceompanied by the following note : “ The above illustration
shows a tablean from Margaret Cropper’s Nativity Play, Three
Roses, as performed in St. Columba’s Church, Lerwick. The
costumes of the principal characters were from those which the
Church Offices lend out for such performances” (the italics are
ours). The Shetland Presbytery, under whose jurisdiction this
congregation is, we are told, is “ by no means out of date in the
forms of its church aectivities.”” What with community drama
and nativity plays (encouraged by ministers) what is the end of it
all to be? We are fast drifting back to a state of things which
our forefathers cleared out of the professing Chureh and out of
Scotland.

Church Notes.

Communions.—A pril—TFirst Sabbath, Portnalong and Stoer;
second, Lochgilphead; third, Greenock; fourth, Glasgow and
Wick. May—First Sabbath, Kames and Oban; second, Dingwall,
Scourie and Dumbarton; third, Edinburgh and Broadford; fifth,
Fort William (note change of date). July—Fifth Sabbath,
Thurso (note change of date). South African Mission—The
following are the dates of the Communions:—Last Sabbath of
March, June, September, and December. Note—Notice of any
additions to, or alterations of, the above dates of Communions
should be sent to the editor.
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London Communion Services.—The services in connection
with the administration of the Lord’s Supper in the London
Congregation on Sabbath, 17th April, have been arranged as
follows :—Thursday (14th April) at 7 p.m. (English). Friday,
3.30 p.m. (Gaelic) and 7 p.m. (Fellowship Meeting))). Saturday,
3.30 pm. (English). Sabbath, 11 am. and 7 p.an. (English);
3.45 p.m. (Gaelic). Monday, 7 p.m. (English). These services
are held in Eccleston Hall, Eccleston Street, Buckingham Palace
Road, Vietoria, S.W. The Rev. D. J. Matheson, Lairg, and Rev.
R. R. Sinelair, Wick, are expected (D.V.) to assist on this
oceasion. Services are held regularly every Sabbath in the
above Hall at 11 am. and 7 p.m. (English), and 3.45 p.m.
(Gaelic)). A weekly meeting is held on Wednesday at 8 p.m.

Notice to Magazine Subscribers.—Subscribers are respect-
fully reminded that their subscriptions for 1938-9 are now due
and Mr. John Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, will feel ohliged
by an early remittance. The annual subseription is 3s. 9d. (inelud-
ing double July number) post free. Subscribers are requested
to read the instructions on p. ii. of the cover of the Magazine
and to state whether they are new or former subseribers when
sending their subseriptions.

Notice to Congregational Treasurers. — Congregational
Treasurers are reminded that copies of their financial statements,
duly audited, are to be sent to the Clerks of Presbyteries under
whose jurisdiction their congregations are.

Notice to Clerks of Kirk-Sessions and Deacons’ Courts.
—Clerks are hereby reminded that their records, with Communion
Rolls, are to be sent for examination to the Clerks of Presbyteries
under whose jurisdiction their congregations are, not later than
the end of April. Sufficient to cover return postage should be
included.

Collection for April.—The Collection (first) for the Home
Mission Fund (Missionaries and Catechists) is to be taken up
this month.

Young People’s Magazine.—This Magazine, beginning with
the May number, will be issued at the middle of the month
instead of at the beginning as formerly.
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Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—

Sustentation Fund.—Mrs H. N., Fort William, Ontario, 11s 9d;
Mr J. L., 2 Westcott Street, Stockton-on-Tees, £2; Mrs and Miss
B., Partick West, Glasgow, 10s; Miss C. R. Ridgeburn, Bonhaid
Road, Scone, £1; Miss M. G., Larig View, Aviemorc, 12s.

General Building Fund.—Mrs H. N., Bayble, Stornoway, 10s;
Mrs F. C., Immerion, Strathyre, 10s.

Home Mission Fund—Mr J. L., 2 Westcott Street, Stockton-
on-Tees, £1; Mr G. S., Skelpick, Bcttyhlll per Mr M. Mackay, £1.

College Fund—A Frlend Vancouver, per Rev. J. P. Mdcquecn
£l

Organisation Fund.—Mr J. L., 2 Westcott Street, Stockton-on-
Tees, £1; Mr J. McL., Drinishader, Harris, 8s 9d.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.—Mr J. L., 2 Westcott Street,
Stockton-on-Tees, £1; Mrs C. McN.,, Hurstville, Sydney, £1;
Vancouver Congregation, 1st Collection of Year and donation
from a Friend, California, £18; Vancouver Sabbath School Collec-
tions, per Mr Hugh Mackay, Missionary, £10; Miss M. G., Larig
View, Aviemore, 10s; Mrs H. N. Bayble, Stornoway, 10s; Friend,
Ullapool, per Rev. N. Mclntyre, £1; Miss A. B. McK., Apfield,
Denton Road, Eastbourne, 10s.

South African Mission—Well-Sinking Fund.--A  Shicldaig
Friend, Vancouver, per Hugh Mackay, £2.

The following lists have been sent in for publication :—

Rogart Congregation.—Mr John Murray acknowledges with
sincere thanks from a “ Iriend,” 5s for the South African Mission
Fund and 5s for Rogart Congregational Funds.

Fort William Church Purchase Fund.—Mr A. Rankin, Mamore
Cottage, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following dona-
tions :—Mr Charles MaclIntyre, Mossfield, Lochieside, #£1; Miss
C. Campbell, Glasgow (per Miss 1. MacIntyre Lochleslde) 10s;
Strond Congregation, per Mr P. Macleod, South Harris, £1 10s;
Miss L. Macdonald, Glen Nevis School, IOs; Mrs K. Macdonald,
Lundavra Crescent, Fort William, #£1; Mrs Moffat, Kirkton,
Gleneclg, 10s; Miss Joan Moffat, Kirkton, Glenclg, 55, Gairloch
Church Collectlon per Mr D. Trascr £12 125 Glasgow Postmark,
10s; Finsbay and "Geocrab Collcchon per D. Campbell £2 9s 2d;
Mr D. J. Mackay, Strone, Banavie, 43, ‘ Friends,” Dingwall, 10%,
Lochgilphead Church Collection, per Mr Hugh MacEwan, £6;
Mr Malcolm Campbell, Tarbert, Lochfyne, £2; Meavaig and
Druinishadder Collection (per Mr Edward ) \Iorrxson) £1 16s 6d;
Miss Henederson, Tobermory (Collecting Card), £2 7s 6d; Mr
Hugh Macdougall Grant Street, Glasgow, £5; Shleldalg Congrega
tion, per Mr J. Gordon, £3; Stockinish Congregahon per Mr
John Gillies, £5 12s.

A number of Acknowledgments and the Magazine Subscriptions have
had to be held over owing to lack of space.






