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’sam bith; ach bha lobhairt agus féisd aca, air son chairdean
air an am sin. Bu ghnath le cuid diubh bron a dhéanamh aig
breith, agus aoibhneas ri'n adhlacadh. Ach tha cleachdadh cuid
de chinnich nan Inseanach, fathast na’s iongantaiche mu ’m
bheil iomradh, aig bas an fhir, gu 'm bu ghnath le ’mhnaibh fa
leth a bhi ’stri an lathair nam breitheamhna, co .dhiubh a b’
ionmhuinne leis; agus ise air an do dhearbhadh a bhi 'na dheadh-
.ghean thar chach, thilg si 1 féin le gniiis aoibhneach anns na
lasraichibh a dh’ ulluicheadh air son cuirp a fir, loisgeadh annta
sin 1, agus bha i air a meas sona, am feadh a bha cach bed
ann an doilghios agus air am meas truagh! Ach, ciod ’sam
bith mar a dh’ fheudas barailean dorcha air staid an déidh
so, a bha air an cumail suas le h-ardan, le féin-ghloir, le eagal
cruadh-chais sa’ bheatha so agus le ’n_leithide sin de chriochaibh
a ta freagarrach do nadur truaillidh an duine, buadhachadh air
inntinn bruideil aineolach, 'n uair a ta iad air an neartachadh
le innleachdan ifrinn; O! ciod an t-aoibhneas agus a’ chomh-
fhurtach laidir a dh’ fheudas a bhi aca-san, a ta ’nam fior
Chriosduidhean, air dhoibh “a bhi ann an Criosd, a thug beatha
agus neo-bhasmhorachd chum soluis tre an t-soisgeul!” 2 Tim.
i. 10. TIs e am bas aon de’n uile nithibh sin, a ta comh-oibreach-
adh chum maith, do'n dream aig am bheil gradh do Dhia, Rom.
viii. 28, ’N uair a ta 'n corp a’ basachadh, tha’n t-anam air
a dhéanamh iomlan; theid corp a ’bhais thairis aig bas a’ euirp.
Ciod an cron a rinn fear-coimhead a’ phriosain air buidealair
Pharaoh, 'n uair a dh’ fthosgal e dorus a’ phriosain di, agus
a leig e mach e? Am bheil an t-eun ann an staid as miosa,
’nuair a ta e aig saorsa, no 'n uair a ta ¢ air a chumail a stigh
ann an ‘cliabh? ’S ann mar sin, agus chan ann na’s miosa, a
ta anama nan naomh aig a’ bhas : Thig ¢ a dh’ ionnsuidh an duine
dhiadhaidh, mar a thainig Haman gu Mordeeai, leis a’ chulaidh
rioghail agus leis an each, le Ordugh urram a dhéanamh dhi :
-eiod ’sam bith cho neo-thoileach ’sa tha e air a dhéanamh, Ester
vi. 11.  Chan ’eil teagamh agam, nach d’ rinn Haman an t-seirbhis
so gu h-agach, le aghaidh-neulaich, suil-chrom, agus le gnlis
ghruamaich; agus cosmhuil ri neach a thdinig gu crochadh, ’s
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chan ann a thoirt urram dha: Ach b’ éiginn da-san air am bu
toil leis an righ urram a chur, urram fhaotainn; agus b’ éiginn
gu'm v e Haman, ndmhaid mér Mhordecai, an duine a gheibheadh
an obair so r’a dhéanamh. Gloir, gloir, gloir, beannachd agus
moladh, d’ ar Fear-saoraidh, d’ ar Slanuighear, d’ ar n-Eadar-
mheadhonair, a thug tre ’bhis, air a’ bhis uamhara sgriosach
a leithide de dheadh ghniomh a dhéanamh dhoibhsan, a db’
fheudadh e ann an doigh eile a ghreasad air falbh ’nan aingidh-
eachd, gu ‘sgrios iomlan agus siorruidh! Tha 1& a’ bhais ann
féin, ’na 14 aoibhneach do na naoimh: is e 14 ’n saorsa ¢, 'n
nair a bhitheas na braighdean air an leigeadh as, 'n uair a
bhitheas na priosanaich air an cur fo sgaoil: Is e an 13 ’san
tig na h-eilthirich dhachaidh o’n cunairt: an 1& ’sam pill oighr-
eachan na gloire o an turmis gu 'n duthaich féin, agus gu tigh
an Athar, agus anns an téid iad a steach gu fior-sheilbh a
ghabhail air an oighreachd ghlbrmhbr! Is e'n 13 bainnse e;
is e nis 4m posaidh, ach an sin tha ’bhanais air a crunadh,
agus tha cuirm bhainnse air tdiseachadh, alg nach ’eil erioch!
Ma ’s ann mar sin tha ’chiiis, nach ’eil staid nan naomh dochasach
aig a’ bhas?
Ri leantuinn.

Notes and Comments.

Sabbath Football.—Recently a paragraph appeared in the
press, probably sent out as a “feeler,” intimating that the
Football Association were ready to recognise play on the Sabbath.
The International Selection Committee, it is true, by a majority
decided against the proposal but a leading member of the
Association said that the step to sanetion play on the Lord’s
Day would be taken soon. One is wondering where all this drive
against the Sabbath is to end. It is gratifying to learn that the
Lord’s Day Observance Society, London, has lodged a Protest
with the Association against the recent agitation in favour of
organised Sabbath Football. The Protest stated:—* The
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possibility of ¢ Sunday ’ Football Matches with the almost inevit-
able sequel of ¢ Sunday’ Cup Ties, ‘ Sunday’ Test Matches, and
‘Sunday’ Horse Races is a ghastly prospeet from which we
recoil. We, therefore, make our direct appeal to the Football
Association to refuse to recognise ‘ Sunday’ Football, and thus
help in saving what remains of the qguiet Christian ¢ Sunday’
in our land.”

Paganism in Scotland.—Recently on scanning the corres-
pondence page of one of the Scottish dailies our eve caught a
heading to the above effect. Thinking that the letter dealt with
some new phase of the devil’s work we read on but had not gone
very far when we learned that Scotland’s paganism consisted in
not keeping Christmas and the other so-called holy days. The
writer may have been a Roman Catholic or an Anglo-Catholic,
who are step-brothers in the same family. To them Scotland’s
non-observance of these man-invented church festivals is a much
more serious matter than her departure from the faith of her
fathers.  But what a narrow-minded view and ecircumseribed
vision such a judgment indicates. Were the men responsible for
the work done at the (lasgow Assembly in ‘1638, when these
holy days were swept away, pagans? Were some of the holiest
men that ever breathed the air of Scotland pagans because they
shunned the observance of men-appointed church festivals.

The World Rebuking the Church.—A series of
articles in one of the Secottish dailies have dealt with various
aspects of church life and the chureh’s difficulties.  They
are written from the standpoint of the world, generally
speaking, but as we have it on the highest authority that “the
children of this world are in their generation wiser than the
children' of light” (Luke xvi. 8) we may listen to what they
have to say in connection with matters in their own sphere and
which the church has unwisely introduced into its activities.
“Is a badminton club, for instance,” asks the writer of the articles,
“not just a cynical device for keeping young people about the
place to make a fine show of congregational solidarity? In
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some eases, on¢ fears, the answers must be in the affirmative.
There are many great men in the church who in their hearts
detest and fear the emphasis on the purely get-together activities
of parish life.,” The journalist is not so far astray as journalists
usually are in religious matters when he suggested that the
Sabbath services must scent almost an irrelevance after a erowded
week of these social activities.

Letters of the late Mrs. Auld, Thurso.—Would those who
received letters from the late Mrs. Auld, widow of the Rev.
Alexander Auld, Castletown, kindly communicate with, or send
the letters to, Dr. Alexander G. Auld, 25 Ilavley Street, London,
W.1.?

The Castlecary Railway Disaster.—The country was
shocked to learn of the terrible railway disaster on the L.N.E.R.
line when 35 were killed and a great many injured. The sympathy
of the country goes out to those so suddenly hercaved. A
searching inquiry is to be made into the causes that led to the
disaster and is proceeding at the time of the writing of this
note. How little would those who were so suddenly hurled into.
eternity think that life’s journey was to end so soon, as they
boarded their trains. It is a solemm call to us all to be ready.

Holy Humbug.—A leaderette writer in the Daily Express
has evidently lost his temper and with it a sense of the fitnes-
of things. Our readers will be surprised to learn that the cause
of it is that Manchester City Council turned down Sabbath
cinemas by a vote of 72 to 26—40 councillors did not vote.
Most reasonable men will applaud the action of the Council, not
so the Daily Express which heads its leadervette—“ Holy
Humbug.,” And with the strange illogicality of his kind the
writer says you can drive to Ashton-under-Lyne and get a
cinema there, and if you want to see a wrestling mach, or prize
fights on Sabbath you c¢an sec these in Manchester. If Ashton-
under-Lyne is faithfully helping the devil or if there are things
done in Manchester that ought not to be permitted that does
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not say that the best way to remedy this condition of things is
to lengthen the devil’s chain. One might point out to the Daily
Irpress that there is a much worse thing than “ holy humbug ™
and that is unholy humbug and some of our leading dailies have

too mueh of this undesirable element in their cditorial sanctums.
;

Church Notes.

Communions.—January—Last Sabbath, Inverness. South
African Mission—The following are the dates of the communions
—Last Sabbath of Mareh, June, September and December.
Note.—Notice of any additions to, or alterations of, the above
dates of Communions should be sent to the Editor.

Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following dounations:—

Sustentation Fund.—K. C., Post Office, Soay, £1; Anonymous,
Canada, £1; Mrs. A. McL., Crianlarich, 6s; Mrs. H. N, Fort
William, Ontario, 11s 10d.

Aged and Infirm Ministers and Widows and Orphans Fund.—
Anonymous, Canada, £2.

Home Mission Fund.—Anonymous, Canada, £1.

Organisation Fund.—Anonymous, Canada, £1.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.—A Friend, U.S. A, £2; Anony-
mous, Canada, £1; A Shieldaig-Vancouver Friend, per Rev. J. P.
Macqueen, 5$.

South African Mission—Well-Sinking Fund.—Anonymous,
Canada, £2; M. Mcl., Brora, 4s.

The following lists have been sent in for publication :—

Dornoch Congregational Funds.—Rev. F. McLeod acknowledges
with sincere thanks the following donations:—Friend, Kishorn,
£2; Friend, Vancouver, £1; Friend, Wick, £1; A. M., Glasgow,
£1; G. M., Glasgow, 10s.

Edinburgh Manse Purchase Fund.—Mr A. Macaulay, 20 Leam-
ington Terrace, Edinburgh, acknowledges with grateful thanks
the following donations :—Friend, Glasgow, €1; J. Murray, Rogart,
£1, per Rev, N, McIntyre,
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London Congregational Funds.—Rev. J. P. Macqueen acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks a donation of £2 from Mrs C. M.
and Mr J. R. M. 22 Stephenson Ave. Toronto.

London Church Building Fund.—Dr. M. G. Tallach, 166 South-
ampton Way, Camberwell, acknowledges with sincere thanks a
donation of £2 from “Friends, Inverness.”

Fort William Church Purchase Fund.—Per Mr John Macarthur,
Achmore (Lewis) Church Collection, £2; per Rev. N. Macintyre,
“TFriend,” Kames, £1; Mrs Elliot, Edinburgh, £1.

Wick Manse Purchase Fund—Rev. R. R. Sinclair acknowledges
with grateful thanks the following donations:—A Friend, Clyth,
£1; Friend, Wick, 10s; Two Friends, £1; Friend, Dumbarton, £1;
Friend, Caithness, £1; Friend, Wick, 10s.

South African Mission.—Rev. John Tallach acknowledges with
sincere thanks a donation of £5 (£3 19s 1d British money) from
Coinnich Dhonhanllach, Dunedin, New Zealand, for Dr. Mac-
donald’s house.

South African Mission—Clothing Fund.—Mrs. Miller, Wick,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:—Mrs
M. L., Culkein, 10s; S. O., Ardgay postmark, 10s.

South African Mission Schools.—Mr H. S. MacGillivray
acknowledges with thanks to the Drummond Tract Society,
Stirling, for a parcel of Books and Tracts.

The Magazine.

3s 9d Subscriptions.—Mrs B. Moir, 3 Hood Street, Kai Korai,
Dunedin, New Zealand; Wm. Mackay, Newton Stemster, Halkirk;
Mrs A. McLennan, Crianlarich; Miss J. Mackenzie, 12 Port-
henderson, Gairloch; Angus Macdonald, 4 Swordale Point, Storno-
way; Jas. A. Kidd, 123 Burnett Street, Ballina, Australia; John
Mackinnon, 10 Arwruaich Lochs., Stornoway; Don. Gillies, 2
FFladda, Raasay.

6s Subscriptons. F.P. and Y.P. Magazines.—Ken, Cameron,
Post Office, Soay, Mallaig; D. MacLennan, 23 Seaview Gress.,
Stornoway; M. MacLeod, Stanley Cottage, Brora; Miss J. J.
Tallach, Isle of Scalpay, Harris.

Other Subscriptions.—A. MacVicar, 2122° Adams Street, Van-
couver, £1; Colin Mackenzie, Brooks, Alta, Canada, 17s 11d; Miss
K. Macdonald, 1 Sand Street, Calgrean, Stornoway, 4s; M. Macrae,
Craigard, Kyle, 7s 6d; Dr. I. Holdom, 3040 Bryant Ave, S.
Minneapolis, 8s; John McLean, Glasnakille, Elgoll, 4s; Rev. J. P.
Macqueen, London, 6s; Mrs. A. J. Purdie, Crane Street, Ballina,
7s 6d; Mrs Bowman, Lanarkville, Crane Street, Ballina, 7s 6d;
Duncan McLean, 63 Roadside, North Tolsta, 4s; Mrs A, Cambbell,
Mossfield, Banavie, 7s 6d; M. Macrae, Milton, Applecross, 10s;
Miss M. McLeod, Roag House, Dunvegan, 2s; Miss M. A,
MacLachlan, c/o Rev. N, MacLeod, The Manse, 16 Faraday Ave.
Rose Bay, Sidney, 7s 6d. '





