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Notes and Comments.

The Year that is past.—By the time that this issue is in the
hands of many of our readers the year 1938 with all its joys and
sorrows will have passed away. Internationally, nationally and
ecclesiastically it cannot be said generally speaking to have been
a bright one. The European nations were scared by the. terrible
threat of war and though this has passed the international
situation is anything but settled. The mad race in heaping up
armaments fills many minds with forebodings should these be
required. What 1939 has in store for the nations, the churches,
and our individual selves is alone known to the Most High. To
those of our readers who at this season are reminded of the
vacant places in their homes we tender our heartfelt sympathies.
We wish all our readers a happy New Year with the Lord’s
rich blessing.

Football Pools.—In an article which appeared in the Daily
Telegraph and Morning Post (30th November, 1938) the evil
influence of the football pools on industry is indicated. It ap-
pears that from £40,000,000 to £50,000,000 of working-class
money is spent in connection with this popular form of gambling.
The writer of the above mentioned article is dealing with the
matter from the purely financial side and for the purpose he
has in view does not touch upon the moral aspeet which is
decidedly the more serions. These pools are competing with
legitimate industrial enterprises and unfortunately football pool
promoters are legally permitted to use every means of enticement
to persuade the working man to gamble his half-crown in the
hope of amassing wealth. The writer of the forerr_len’cioned
article says:—“ And where will it all end? The football season
is marked by the most amazing spate of pool advertisements.
New, and, I suppose, highly paid, tipsters are pouring out their
thousands of words a day encouraging more and more people
to put more and more of their hard-earned cash into competitions
which offer a poor chance of return. It is impossible to estimate
the proportions which this system may achieve if something is
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not done to stop: it.” The most serious. aspect. of this gambling
craze is the moral and from the religious standpoint it is a
problem. faeing organised Christianity in this country. Tt is one
of many indications of the religious and moral downgrade move-
ment of the present age.

Papal Delegate in Britaim—As the December issue of the
Magazine was passing through the press public intimation was
made- that the Vatican was to be represented in Lendon by an
Apostolic Delegate in the person of the Archbishop of Cius.
The R.C. Universe says that this is not a diplomatic. appointment.
The delegate deals exclusively with religious affairs; he watches
over and reports to the Vatican the condition of the papal Church
and considers and may give decisions on cases submitted: to him
from' diocesan courts. But the Universe, while stressing the
ecclesiastical nature of the appointment, says this does not exclude
communication with the Government and Public Bodies. In this
respect he differs from a Papal Nunecio but, if we may be per-
mitted the use of the figure, he is the camel’s head preceding the
entrance of the body into the tent. Canada, India, Australia
and South Africa have already Delegates. The last diplomatie
representative that Britain had was in the short and inglorious
reig}l of James TI. who fled on the landing of William at Torbay.
The Vatican is using the art of peaceful penetration and while
the papal diplomatists refrain from the blustering methods of
the Dictators their policy is none the less effective for their ends.
It is regrettable, if the press reports are true, that our Prime
Minister intends to pay the Pope a courtesy call when visiting
Italy this month. The days were when such happenings as the
-above would raise a storm in this country. If this visit takes
place, Mr. Chamberlain, according to a press statement, will be
the first Prime Minister who has paid a private visit to the Pope.

Shorter Sermons.—Dr. Cox, joint-principal eclerk of the
General Assembly of the Chureh of Scotland in a recent address
to Aberdeen Elders” Union is reported to have said, among other
things, that sermons sliould be eut down to 15 minutes or thereby.
This is a polite or perhaps not very polite way of showing the
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sermon to the door. Iu the case of sonie sermons 15 minuteés 13
too long especially those which have distilled doefrinal poisou.
The pulpit is losing the power and place it once had in Presby-
terian Scotland and one need not wonder at sueh an utterance.
Dr. Cox also spoke ahout a dozen parishes in the Synod of
Aberdeen where the minister is not doing his duty or is making
a “mess” of his joh. Dr. Cox’s vemedy 1s the re-dnstitution of
the Superintendents, a suggestion with which we wost emphati-
eally disagree.

Another Form of Sabbath Desecration Suggested.—A
pleasure lToving age is not content with six days in the week for
its pleasure, it must commandeer the seventh also.  The foolish-
ness and restlessness, which, wnfortunately, is not confined to the
voung, must have some ountgate on the Lord’s Day and henee golt,
tenmis, ete., are now indulged in on the Holy Day. Mountain-
cering, no doubt, was ndulged n to a great extent on the
Sabhath, but 1t was left to o young lawyer of Inverness, Mr. J.
D. Sturrock, to sanctify this open breach of the Lord’s Day.  As
reported by the newspaperman, Mr. Sturrock is eredited with
saying that to spend a Sabbath on the hills is as good as listening
to a sermon hecause on the hills there is a -sense of contact with
the Great Unknown. These sceutiments, whether Mr. Sturrock’s
or the reporter’s, indieate a strong mixture of Deism and Agnos-
tielsm. It is not to get into contaet with * the Great Unknown”

that the mountaineer scales the giddy heighls on the Lovd’s Day.

A Much-Needed Resolution.—At a mecting of the Dorset
Couneil a resolution was passed hy n vote of 30 to 20 that, in
view of the renewed emphasis on the need Tor moral and spivitnal
re-armament, the Couveil asked Parliament  “to consider the
inereasing indiffercnce to the day ol worship and vest and fo have
more regard to the real significance of this dav.” One of the
memnbers, Captain Hambro, M.P.. told the Couneil he had heen
brounght up in the Preshyterian way but he could not hring
up his children in that, way. Ie voted against the resolution.

Unfortunately there ave too many broughi wp in Presbyterian
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Scotland of the same mind, but this does not affeet the divine
authority that made the Sabbath law binding. There is a touch
of irony in the faet that the Couneil commissioned Captain
Hambro to communicate the resolution to the Prime Minister.
One could have wished that the Counecil had gone a step further
and stressed the divine authority for the keeping of the Sabbath.
Wlhen will any of our Seottish Couneils move in this matter?

Church Notes.

Communions.—January—Last Sabbath, Inverness; February
~—First Sabbath, Dingwall; third, Stornoway ; fourth, Breasclete.
March—TFirst Sabbath, Ullapool; second, Portree and Ness; thivd,
Finsbay ; fourth, Kinlochhervie and North Tolsta. South African
Mission.—The following are the dates of the Conununions : —Last
Sabbath of March, June, Scptember, and December. Nole.—
Notice of any additions to, ov alterations of, the above dates of
Communions should be sent to the Editor.

Draft Catechism.—Members of Synod are reguested to re-
turn to the Dev. D. Beaton, Oban, the draft copies of the
Catechism handed to them at the Synod with any additions,
suggestions or criticisms they may deem it necessary to make.

Acknowledgment of Donations.
Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations :-—-

Sustentation Fund.—Mrs McL., The Sheeling, Aviemore, £1;
Mrs A, McL, Crianlarich, 5s; R. McD., Glenfinlas, Callander, 5s
9d; Friends, Wollongong, Australia, o/a Glendale Congregation, £2.

Home Mission Fund.—Passer-by, o/a Scouric Congregation; 10s.

Colonial Mission.—Messrs.  MacLennan Brothers,  Rodncey,
Ontario, per Rev. James McLcod, £3.
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Legacy Fund.—Received with grateful thanks from Executor of
the late Mrs Elizabeth Mackenzie, Laide House, Laide, on behalf
of the Funds of the Church, the sum of £19, per Mr John A.
Mackenzie, Merchant, Aultbea.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.—Well-wisher, Middlesbrough, £10;
Passer-by, o/a Scourie Congregation, 10s; R, D. N, 2 Penifiler,
Portree, 7s; M. Mcl., Stanley Cottage, Brora, 3s 9d; “]J,” 10s;
Friend, Dingwall, per Mr S. Fraser, £1; Miss D., Lochgilphead, 5s;
Friend, Tolsta, per Rev. N. MclIntyre, £3; Friend, Greenock, per
Rev. N. MclIntyre, 2s 6d; Portree Sabbath School, per Rev. D. M.
Macdonald, £6.

The following lists have been sent in for publication :—

Fort William Church Purchase Fund.—Mr Alex. Rankin,
Mamore Cottage, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following
donations :—Mr James Dunbar, Invereen, Tomatin, £1; A Friend,
Inverness, £2; Friend, Fort William, 10s; A Friend, Paisley, £1;
Mrs. Northcott, Camberwell, Australia, £S5,

Applecross Manse Building Fund.—Mr M. Gillanders acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations:~—Mrs D. G
Fernabeg, £1; Contribution Card, Per Mr A. Campbell, Diabeg, 10s;
Passer-by, £1; Anon., 6s 6d, per Rev. A. F. Mackay.

Borve (Harris) Mission Hall.—Mr Angus Mackay, Horgabost,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following:—From Strond
and Rodel Districts, £7 11s; Mr J. A. McD.,, “S.S. Alexandria,”
Loch Lomond, #4 5s.

Daviot Church Building Fund.—Mr J. Grant, Inverness, acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks a donation of 10s from “A Friend,”
per Miss Cameron, P.O., Farr.

Bracadale Church Building Debt.—Mr J. Mclver, Portree, ac-
knowledges with sincere thanks the sum of £2 5s 6d from Struan
Congregation per Mr Peter Beaton.

Edinburgh Manse Building Fund.—Mr A. MacAulay, 20 Leam-
ington Terrace, acknowledges with grateful thanks a donation of
£2 from Friends, Wollongong, Australia, per Rev. N. McIntyre.

St. Jude’s Congregation, Glasgow.—The Hon. Treasurer begs to
acknowledge with sincere thanks receipt of the following
donations to the Sustentation Fund.—Mr. G. Anderson, China
Inland Mission, Hantung, Shansi, £10; Mr R. W. A, 29 St.
Vincent Place, Glasgow, £10.

Greenock Manse Purchase Fund.—Rev. Jas. Macl.eod, acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—A., R,
Glasgow, £2; Miss McP., Glasgow, 4s 6d, per Mr D. J. Walker,
Treasurer.

Raasay Manse Building Fund—Mr Ewen Macrae, Treasurer,

Inverarish Cottage, Raasay, acknowledges with sincere thanks the
following donations:—Mr and Mrs McL., 3 S. Arnish, £2; N. McL,,
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3 Clachan, 7s 6d; Mrs McL., Achmelvich, Lochinver, 10s, per Rev.
A. MacAskill. .

Inverness Congregational Funds.—Mr. John Fraser, Treasurer,
acknowledges with grategul thanks a donation of 10s for the use
of the Congregation from Mrs C, Edinburgh, per Rev. N.
Meclntyre. )

Stoer, Lochinver Congregation.— M\t R. Kerr, Treasurer, Hill
Cottage, Clashnessie, acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation
of £1, ¢/v th~ Sustentation Fund, from Anon., Glasgow Postmark,
per Rev, A, MacAskill,

Tallisker Church Building Debt.—\r ). Morrison, ortnalong,
Treasurer, acknowledges with grateful thanks the sum of £8 7s,
collected by D. J. M. and J. N. M. in the Portnalong section of
the Congregation.

Winnipeg Congregation Canada.—Mr. A, B. Steedman, 280
Lonsdowne Avenue, Winnipeg, Treasurer, acknowledges with sin-
cere thanks the following donaticns for the Winnipeg Church
Building Fund—2Mr. T, McD. Brock, Sask, 10$; From a friend in
Scotland, £3.

South African Mission Clothing Fund.—Mrs J. Miller, 7 West
Banks Terrace, Wick, ackunowledges with grateful thanks the
following :—A Friend, Clachamish, Portree, £1; 67 cuts wools from
Fladda Friends, per Miss Gillies; parcel garments from Mrs
Mackenzie, Clydebank, two parcels dressings sent direct to Dr.
Macdonald from friends in London Congregation, per Miss
Sansum, 3 parcels from Winnipeg Congregation sent direct, per
Miss McTaggart. :

The Magazine.

3s 9d Subscriptions.—H. J. Mackenzie, Glendarroch, Lochinver;
J. Mackenzie, Badnaban, Lochinver; Mrs A. Mcl.ennan, 0
Strathfillan. Terrace, Crianlarich; M, McLeod, Stanley Cottage,
Brora; Flora Beaton, Riverside, Wester Alligin, Torridon; Mrs R.
McLean, 25 Keith Street, Palmerston North, N.Z.; Mrs Trotter,
Badfearn, Aultbea, Ross-shire; Miss Grace Ross, 1 Gower Street,
Brora; Miss C. Macdonald, 5232 Jones Street, Omaha, Nebraska,
U.S.A. .

Other Subscriptions.—Miss K. Macdonald, 1 Sand Street, Coul-
grean, Stornoway, 4s; Miss C. Mackenzie, Seafield House,
Lochinver, 5s; Miss C. Mackenzie, 12 Porthenderson, Gairloch,
4s; N. Shaw, 50 Keira Street, Wollongong, N.S'W, 12s; Don
McLennan, 1 Kneep, Uig, Stornoway, 7s; Mrs McLeod, Quidinish
Leverburgh, 7s 6d; Mrs Thom, Hillhead, Burghmuir, Perth, 10s.

Free Distribution—M. C., Dingwall, 5s; Friend, Australia, Is 6d.





