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naltion, and that they would s,pecially remember onr young men

who are called' upon to face the enemy.

To our Young Men in His Majes'ty's Forces.~Young

men, you are engag'ed, or on the way to be engaged, in a terrible

struggle. You are miss,ed from your usua[ place in the house of

God. Some of you, when you had the opportunity, w('rc uot

as regular there as 011'(' wodd wish, and it pierces the hearts

of some who had an interest in your spiritual welfare to remem­

her that it was so, and to l'('alise now that YOllr place is empty

for a reason, alas! too well known. Those who had an interest in

p'0ur spiritual welfare still follow you witll their prayers, and

would plead with you ollee again, perhaps with some of you for

the last time, to " Seek the Lord while He ma,y be round, call ye

upon Him while He is near," and to remmnber that, "The I,ord

is nigh unto all them that call upon Him, to all that call upon

Him in truth."

Britain's Humiliation.~Perhapsnever in the history of our

nation did Great Britain get such a humiliating slap in the face

as in her recent negotiations with that heaven-defying nation~

Russia. One was amazed to hear good men whose Christianity

one would not ,dJare to doubt assuming the attitude of the oppor­

tunist and saying: ""'IVell, what can we do ~ we mnst do some­

thing to meet the aggressive policy of Hitler." The Lord's

answer to Great Britain was emphatic and sharp: it said plainly:

"You will have to do without her." In this MllJgazine we clo not

take to do with the intricacies of diplomacy except where they

impinge on well recognized religious principles. Some years

ago a movement to have some intercourse with Russia was

eharaeieriseda.<; an attempt to shake hands with assassins dripping

with blood. But the abhorrence of having 'anything to ,dQ with

Russia passed away, but God had not forgotten the blasphemous

and heaven-defying speeches of many of her leaders. He

has spoken very loudly to our country and it is to be

hoped she ha.,; learned a lesson. "'IVe feel ill at oase about
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many of the alliances into which Britain IS entering

or ha;; entered. The Bible d.elivers no uncertain message on
theSje matters. Whatever good' may come out of Russia's bare­

faced conduct we should not forget that Britain has received

one of the glreatest humiliations ever she experienced in the field

of diplomacy at the hands of a nation which openly defiedl the

Ruler of the Nations and with whom Britain wished to be on

friendly terms. Sink or swim, however, we are to do without

Rucsia's help. Since the foregoing was written Russia has given

anothPT shock to Britain by invading Poland.

A Learned Savant's Riotous Imagination.-The Presi­
dent of the Zoological Seetion of the British Assooiation (Prof.

J,ames RitclJJie) in his presi,d!entialaddress to the above section

gave whRt he h'rmed a 1,200,000,000 year vista of the steady

climb of life th'l'ough long; tv,olutionary proce&,>es. When it is
borne in mind that there is not a million days (to say nothing of

yt>.ars) 'since the birth of Christ it will be seen what a tremendous

strain the learned professor is placing on his own lively imagina,­

tion. But it is when he proceeds to say that during this long
evolutionary period man has been moving towards a "higher

intellectual, spiritual, and mOTal standard, and the biological

view would be that in the immediate future--geologically
speakrng-that movement would continue and that for human

beings this .future li(1; in the ,d!evelopment and perfection of social
life alocl in the 5pn'.u(ling of the social idea to indudc peoples

and nations it" wdl ns individuals, "'ith all the correlated wd­
-vances tha.t thcse imply," that hp lays the mins on the neek of

his riotous and erratic imagination. 'Vas the learned professor
blind to the mRdn(~ss that has armed the civilized nation::; to the

teeth when he wrote the above? It is such lltteranees of thes!'
that gave an opening to the wit when he hit off the Britis·h

Association as tl1P British As's. Fortnnately there are learne<l

men in this famous gathering who do not rely on their imagina­
tion for their faets. How much nearer to the truth is the Bible

aeeolmt of man's I~rcation, his fall, and his present low spiritual
condition; in his fallen state.
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The Word" Day" in Genesis I.-It has often been asserted
that the "day" in Genesis T. is a long period of time. From

the words in the inspired record-" And God called the light
day, and the darkness He called night and the evening and the

morning were the first day" it is evident that each day was com­

posed of a period of light and a period of ,diarkness. If these.
day;; were long periods of time what would become of animal

and vegetable life during' these periods. Again, if those days

were long periods of time did God rest for an equal period of

time corresponding to one day when he finished! Creation'! If
SQ, what explanation can he given by those who hold this view

of thr words in the Fonrth Commandment: "Si}!: day shalt thou
labour, and do all thy work . . . . . for in six Iday the Lord

made heaven ~,Illd earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested

the seventh day." Is the day mentioned in connection with man's
labour a long period of time'! Do not the words of the Com­

mandment dearly indicate that God's "day" of rest is similar

to the "day" when man is to la;bour and do all his work'!

Conversion of Professor Sayce.-In his younger days,
says the Rev. D. S. Hart-Davies, M.A., D.D., in the P'l'otestant

TVoman for September, Professor Sayce was regarded as one of

the leaders of the Higher Critical Group in the UllJiversity of

Oxford. It was generally believed that he would! sueceed Dr.

Pusey as Regius Professor of Hebrew. Much pressure was
brought to bea.r upon GLadstone. but he refused to appoint Sayee
on the ground that (in the y(>ar 1882) he was recognised as one

of the leaders of the Higher Critical movement in the University.

Instead Professor Driver was appointed. Sayee then left

Oxford, and went out to the East to dig. He was converted
by the results of his excavations, and abaJ1Jd~med his critical

views. In 1890 he <,ould write, "I myself have now come to be

regarded as a representative of the so-called orthodox party and

a defender of Holy Writ. Just as the areh:eological discoveries
in the Mediterranean have given the death-blow to the critical

theories about Homer, so similar discoverie:-: are killing tlw various
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critical theories about the Old Testament and its contents. Sub­

jective rantasies must give way before the solid facts of science.

The archreological discoveries of the last thirty-five years in the

near East have been dlcacl against the conclusions of the self­

appointed critic and on the side of ancient tradition."

Fuhrer and Pope.-The Spectatol" (4th August) giv,es pro­

minence to an article on the foreign policy of the present Pope,

the writer being Richal,a Birley. According to his statements,

the Pope has not fulfilled the hopes of those who expected that he

would side with the democracies in the European trouble. Since the

Pope was crowned Pra.g~le had falien, the Italians seized Albania,

and' Franco, who had been congratulat,ed by the Pope on his

"Catholic victory," had signed the Anti-Comintern Pact-and

the Vwtica.n had remained silent. Pius XII. is busying himself

at present in the diplomatic field over the Danzig affair and

dlemocratic circles in France view this interference with grave

mistrust. The article in the Spectator states that there is nothing

fundamentally pro--democratie and Anti-Nazi in the bitter

struggle between Hitler and the Vatiean, and Douglas Reed is

quoted (" Insanity Fair") as being nearer the truth when he

says" the Church is not against HiUm' from conviction, only on

grounds of interest." This is Rome's way for ever. The

prestige ailld dominance of "The Church" are her chief concern.

To further her aims she is "often df~liberately opportunist," the

Spectator article says. Far stronger language than that might

be used. It is the opinion of the writer in the Spectator that

the fridion which existed between the Hitler regime and the last

Pope has noticably decreased since the present Pope was ap·

pointed; that the Austrian Romanists require careful handling;

that "the more Hitler becomes conscious of the Hapshurg heri­

tage the more inevitably will he seek some sort of collaboration

with the Papacy;" and that "ev('rything points to a Berlin­

Valtican rapprochement because such a rappl"ochement is in the

best interests of both parties." However that may be, it would
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be wdl that the British statesmen now in power should be on

their guard against the diplomatic workings of Papal agents,

all whose aims arc directed tu the s,trengthening of the stakes

and the lengthening of the cords of a Church which regaJ.1ds

British Pl'otestantism and Protestantism everywhere as the great

enemy that must be destroyed.-l'he Bulwa1'lc.

Church Notes.
Communiol1s.-()cto/)cr : First Sabbath, Nmth Tolsta;

sewl1d, Ness and GRirloch; fourth, Lochinver, Greenock; fifth,

Wick. N o'vernbc'l': First Sabbath, Oban; second, Glasgow;

third, Edinburgh and Dornoch; fourth, Halkirk. South African

Mission: The following are the dates of the communions :-Last

Sa.bba'th of March, June, September, and December. No·m.­

Notice of any additions to, or alteration of, the above dates of

Communion13 should be sent to the Editor.

Collection for October. -The Home Mission Fuud (f11'st

Collection) is to be taken up during this month.

Cancellation of Deputy's Sailing.-- Many readers of tht,
Magazine are aware that the sailing of the ship on which ,Rev.

D. 'Bea:ton, Oban, had intel1Jd'('d (D.V.) to leave for overseas on

1st September wa.;; cancelled by the Admiralty. A berth was

olfered him on the next ship, S..8. Cameronia, but, war having

broken out before it was due to s.ail, he decided not to go abroad

mea.ntime.-1V. GI'nnt, Convenel', Canadian ctnd Colonial

Committee.

Presentation to Rev. D. Beaton.--As ma.ny of our readerr;
are aware, a movement had been set on foot recently to make !1

presentation to the Rev. D. Beaton, Ollan, in recongition of his

many alId useful services to the Church both as Theological
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TutO'I' !~U1ld' in othf,r capacities during the long period of forty

year,;. On behalf 0 I' those ministers who sponsored the move­

ment, I have much plcasUl'e in informing subscribers that the

result has been most gratifying and that a large sum of monoy
ha.,> been handed to Mr. Beaton. Mr. Beaton clesires me to ex­

pr~" to those who so liberally contributed his heartfelt npprocia­

tion and gratitude for this, on his part, wholly unexpected- token

of goodwill.-N. Mac]ntY'l'e.
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