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destroy, but perfects the liberty of the will, and raises it up from death
and its damnable inclination, and makes it most joyfully and most freely
to make choice of this pearl of price, and bless itself in its choice for eveI'.
Therefore, let no man complain of wrong done to man's free-will, when
God stops its way to hell, and wisely, powerfully, graciously and sweetly
moves it to choose the way of life: but rather let men beware to take
the glory of actual COll\'ersion of men, from God, and either give it wholly
to their idol of free-will, or make it shareI' of the glory of reg'eneration
with God; which glory God, will not give to another, but reserve wholly
to Himself; for all men, in the point and; moment of regelleration, m'e like
unto Lazarus in the grave, to whom Gorl -by commaucling him to arise,
gave life and power to arise out of the grave where he lay dead ::md
rotting.

As to. the fifth proposition-we must distinguish the work of regener­
ation, from the preparation and disposition of the man to be regenerated,
whereby he is made more capable of regeneration to be wrought in him.
FOl' the material disposition of him, fitting him for regeneration. is
neither a part nor a degree of regeneration; for albeit the Lord be not
bound to these preparatory dispositions, yet He will have man bound to
make use of these external means which may prepare him; because by
'the use of external means (such as are, hearing of the word, catechising
and conference), a man may be brought more near unto regeneration, as
Christ teaches us by His speech to that Pharisee, who was instructed in
the law, and answered discreetly unto Christ; "'l'hou art not far (saith
He) from the ki~gdom of God." Mal'k xii., 34. This preparatory dis­
'position, in order to regeneration, is like unto the drying of timber to
make it sooner take fire, when it is cast into it. For dryness in the
timber is neither a part nor a degree of kindling or infiamation of it: but
only a preparation of the timber to rfceive infiamation when the fire
shall be set to it, or it be put in the fire, possibly, a long time after. In
these prepnratory exerciscs then no man will deny, that the natural mun
unrenewed, hns a natural power to go and hear a se1'1non preached, to read
the .scriptures, to be informed hy catechising and confel'Cnce of reHgion
.and regeneration, whereof God, when He pleases may nmke use' in rC­
gencration of a man. 'Vhcrefore, whosoever in the preaching of th.e
gospel, are charged and conmlended to repent, to believe in Christ. or
turn unto God, they are commanded also to use all these external means
whereby they may be informed of the duty required, and of the means
leading thereunto; in the exercise of which external means, they may meet
with sunury common operations and cffects of God's Spirit, before they
be regenerated or converted, whereof the use may be fonnd not onl.v in,
but also after, conversion. And if any man shall refuse, slight, 01'

neglect to follow these preparatory exercises, which may prepal'e him for
conversion, he is inexcusable before God. and man, and guilty of rejectiug
the offer of reconciliation; yea, guilty of resisting the Holy Ghost,
{)f which sin and guiltiness, the holy martyr Stephen charges thc misbelieving
Jews. Acts. vii., 51.

As for the regenerate man,he it is who in the acknowledgment of his
sinfulness and deserved misery, and of his utter inability to help himself,
casts a.way all confidence iu his own parts, and possible righteousness of
his own works, and fiees to Christ offercd in the gospel, that in Christ
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alone he may have true wisdom, l'ighteousness, sanctification, and rellemp­
tion; and does with full pmpose of heart consecrate himself, and
endeavour, in the strength of Christ, to serve God acceptably all the days
uf his life. For the ground; of this description, we have the words of the
apostle, where putting a difference between the true people of God, and
the counterfeit, he says, "We are the circumcision, who worship God ill
the Spirit, aJ;ld rejoice in Jesus Christ, and have no confidence in the·
flesh." PhiI. iii., 3. In which description of the regenerate man, the
apostle fi.l'st points out to us three special operations of the Spirit of
regeneration; then, three duties of the lllan reg·enerated.

The first operation of the Spirit of 'God, the only circumcision of the
hea-l't, is the humbliug of the man in the sense of Ilis sin, by the doctrine
of the law, and cutting off all his confidence in his own worth, wit, free·
will. a11(1 strength to )lelp himself, so that the man has no confidence in
the flesh. The second operation, is the infusion of saving faith, making
the man humbled to close with Christ in the covenant of reconciliation,
aJli(l to rest upon Him as the only and sufficient l'emedy of sin and
misery; so that. Christ becomes to Him the ground of rejoicing' and
~dorifying. 'rhe third operation , is the up·stirring. and enabling of the'
believer in Christ, to endeavour new obedience, and to worship God in
the Spirit.

As for the three duties of the man regenerated, the first is, to follow
the leading of the Spirit in the point of more and more humbling of
himself before God in the sense of his own insufficiency, and eschewing of
all leaning to his own parts, gifts, works, 01' sufferings, or anything elso
beside Christ: he must have "no confidence in the flesh." The second
duty is, to gl'OW in the estimation of Christ's righteousness, and fulness
of RII graces to be let forth to the believer, enjoying him by faith, and
comfol'ting himself in Christ against all difficulties, troubles, and tempta­
tions: he must rejoice in Jesus Christ. The third duty is to endeavour
cOllllllunion·keeping with God in the course of new obedience in all cases,
wOI'shipping and serving God in sincerity of heart: he must be a worshipper
of God. As to the IRst thing holden forth in the apostle's words, which
is the undoubted mal'k and evidence of the man regenerated and cil'cum­
cised in heart, it stands in the constant endeavour to grow in these three
duties jointly, so RS each of them may advance another; for many failings
and short'comings will be found in our new obedience, and worshipping
of God in the Spirit. But let these failings be made use of to
extinguiSh and abolish all confidence in our own parts and righteous·
ness and that OUl' daily failings may humble us, and cnt us oft
from all confidence in the flesh. But let not these failings so
discourage us, as to hinder us to put confidence in Christ; but by the
contrary, the less ground of confidence we find in ourselves let us raise
so much higher the estimation of remission of sin and imputation of
Chl'ist's righteousness, and stir up ourselves by faith to draw more strength
anc1 ability out of Christ fol' enabling us to walk more holily and righteous­
ly before God. And having fled to Christ, and comforted ourselves in
Him, let us not turn His grace into wantonness; but the more we believe
the grace of Jesus Christ, let us strive, in His strength, so much the more
t.o glorify God in new obedience. And in the circle of these three duties, let
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us wind ourselves up stairs toward heaven; for Go,l has promised, tllat
such" as wait 011 the Lord, shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings as eagles; they shall run and not be weary, they shall
walk and not faint." Isaiah xl., 3I.

In the conjunction of these three duties, the evidence of regeneration
is found. If there be not a sincere endeavour after all these three duties,
the evidence of regeneration is by so much darkened, and short for proba­
tion: for it is not sufficient to prove a man regenerated, that he is driven
from all confidence in his own righteousness, and filled with .the sense
of sin and deserved wrath; because a man that has no mOl'e than that,
may perish in this miserable condition; as we see in Judas the traitor,
whose conscience was burdened with the sense of sin, but did not seek
mercy and pardon. Neither is it sufficient to boast of acquaintance with
Christ, and profess great respect to Him; because many do cry, "Lord,

'Loril!" who neither renounce their confidence in their own righteousness,
nor worship God in spirit; for, of such Christ says, "Not everyone that
saith to mc, Loril, Lord, shall enter into the Kingilom of God." Matt. viii.,
21. Neither is it sufficient to pretend the worshipping of God in spirit:
for, all they who think to be justified by their own works, do esteem their
manner of serving of God, true and spiritual service and worship; as may
be seen in the proud Pharisee glorying before God in his own righteousness,
and acknowledging that God was the giver unto him of the holiness and
righteousness which he had. "I thank thee, 0 God," says he, "that I am
not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this
publican." Luke xviii., 11. For, of this man, Christ says, he retuJ'ned to
his house unjustified, that is, a man lying still in sin, unreconciled.

Neither is it sufficient to prove a man regenerated, to confess sin and
hygone unrighteousness, and to promise and hegin to amend his ways anll
future conversation; for, so much may a Pharisee attain. And there
are many that profess themselves Christians, who think to be justified
by the merits of their own and other saints' doings and sufferings, and
do disdainfully scoff and mock at the doctrine of the imputed righteous­
ness of Christ. How many are they also who think their bygone sins may
·be washed away, and be recompensed by their purpose to amend their life
in time to come~ How many are they, who, being willingly ignorant of
the righteousness of God, which is of faith in Jesus Christ, go about to
establish their own righteousness, as the Jews did ~ Rom. x., 3. And how
few are they who follow the example of the Apostle, who carefully served
God in spirit and truth, but did not lean to his own righteousness, but
sought more and more to be found in Christ, not having his own righteous­
ness, which behoved to be made up of his imperfect obedience of the law,
but that righteousness !Which is by faith in Jesus OhrisU Phil. iii., 9. But
that man, who daily in the sense of his sinfulness and poverty flees unto
Jesus Christ, that he may be justified by His righteousness, and endeavours
by faith in Him to bring forth the fruits of new obedience, and does not
put con:fidence in these his works when he has done them, but rejoices in
Jesus Christ the fountain of holiness and blessedness, that man, I say,
undoubtedly is regenerated, and a new creature, for so does the apostle
describe him. Phil. iii., 3.

(to be continued)
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A Nation's True Glory.

T HE wisest prince that ever sat upon a throne has told us that righteou~­

ness exalts a nation. Proverbs xiv., 37. It is not valom' in war
but righteousness. It is not policy in government but righteousness, It
is not wittiness of invention but righteousness. It is not civility in be­
haviour but righteousness. Nor is it greatness of command but
righteousness that is the honour and the safety, that is the renown aud
security of a nation. That nation that exalts righteousness, that nation
shall be ce,rtainly exalted by rigtheousness, It is not Ahithophel's policy;
it is not Jeroboam's calves in Dan and Bethel; it is not Jehu's pompous
zeal; it is not Goliath's sword; it is not rich mines of gold and silver,
nor magazines, nor armies, nor councils, nor fleets, nor forts-but justice
and righteousness that exalts a nation, and that will make a mean people to
become a great, a glorious and a famous people in the world. '1'he nation
is a ring, and righteousness is the diamond in that ring; the nation is
a body, and righteousness and justice is the soul of that body. Ah! England,
England, so long as judgment runs down as waters in the midst of theo,
and righteousness as a mighty stream, thou shalt not die but live, and
bear up bravely against all gainsayers and opposers-but no longer.

-THOMAS BROOKS (1662).

Notes and Comments.

AI'e We on the Lords Side~-During the terrible American Civil War
a minister remarked to President Lincoln: "The Lord is on our side."
"I am not concerned about that," said the President, "for I know tllat
the Lord is always on the side of the ?'ight. But it is my constant anxiety
and prayer that I and this nation sho1,ld be on the Lord's side."

White-washing Roglbes and Tmito?·s.-We cannot too emphatically or
too frequently warn our readers against the efforts of trained highly­
educated Jesuit writers to pervert British history and British historical
hiographies in the interests of the Papal System. Within comparatively
recent years especially this type of Jesuit writer has become feverishly
active, in this connection, by way of contributing articles to newspapers
and magazines, novel writing, biographies of historical personages, and
histories of periods in our national story supposed hitherto to have been
beclouded by the pl'ejudices of Protestant writers. They are now widely
advertised by our Jesuitically-controlled newspaper press as the very
essence of scholarly impartiality and models of historical accuracy, whereas
the truth is that these supposedly historical writings are the most despic­
ably unscrupulous perversions of historic fact and accuracy ever known
in the annals of human crime. Outstanding amongst these Jesuitised
Romanist writers is Hilaire Belloc, who succeeded so well in whitewashing
that most vile and immoral British Monarch, King Charles n" that were
one to take this well-known author's lies and perversions for historic
facts, the" Merry Monarch" would have to rank among the most virtuous
of our British sovereigns. It surely needs no further proof that a so­
called ecclesiastical system that demands this prostitution of genius in its
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dupes must be from the very nadir of the pit. It .must not be thought,
however, that this work of perverting history is confined to out-and-out
Romanist-Jesuit writers. Anglo-Gatholics, as well as Scoto-Catholics, even
from the Highlands and Islands of Scotland, are qnite as feverishly active
in tllis work of the devil, and they always :find book-reviewers in sympathy
with their ~fttanic work, who laud such historic perversions to the skies
as the very essence of scholftrly, historical accuracy. In Scotland these
historical perversions cluster around sueh personages as Queen Margaret,
the Consort. of Malcolm CanlllOI'e; Mary, Queen of Scots, and Prince
C~arles Edward Stewart, better known through the Jesuitic euphemism as
"Bonnie Prince Charlie," while all who righteously opposed them are
described as "ungovernable Scots in the dour Presbyterian tradition in
Scottish historiography." "The Listener," the organ of the Jesuitically­
controlled B.RC., naturally enough, gives widespread approving publicity
in its book-reviews to these despicable and unscrupulous historical per­
versions. The latest popular instance of this type of Jesuitic whitewashing
is the flood of books and pamphlets written in defence of the cowardly
tmitor, King Leopold of the Belgians. The Romanist Jesuits are afraid
that, aiter all, Britain and her Allies might win this war, and so, in
Tettdiness for that, to them, unpleasant and unfortunate event, King Leopold
has to be whitewashed, so that as a faithful Romanist he may not be
dethroned. Let it never be forgotten, however, that this traitorous King
sent General Overstatoll to visit Mussolini and the Pope, and two days
after his return the King traitorously surrendered.

The Sabbath as a National Day of Prayer.-One of the most satanically
suhtle methods employed by the great adversary of. God and man-the
devil_relative to the prevailing judgment of war, is the setting apart
of Sabbath (which has already been set apart for all'time for the spiritual
worship of God by an eternal Divine decree), for a National Day of
Pl'ayer. The whole object of the great adversary in this pretence of
honouring God is to guarantee 0UI' continued national dishonouring of
Him, involved in our rebellious obstinacy in refusing to acknowledge our
absoluto national dependence on Him, by setting apart a week-day of
National Humiliation, Confession of Sin, Petition, Intercession, and Thanks­
giving. We are perfectly convinced that were Britain, by order of His
Majesty the King, and His Government, thus to set apart a week-day,
instead of a Sabbath Day, God would amknowledge the honour thus done
to Him, by not merely granting increasing and continued suceess to OUI'

war efforts, but by pouring out upon us, as a nation, the Spirit of gl'ftce
and supplications. "'l'hem that honour Me, I will honour." Otherwise
by our invading the inalienable Divine claims and prerogatives of the
Sa,bhatlt Day, in which God challenges a special propriety, through obeying
the devil and his duped lmman agents, we are actually insulting and pro­
ViOking the Divine Majesty. Thus, under the subtle satanic guise of
honouring God, we are, in reality, grievously dishonouring Him. It is
high time the nation ceased to pay the least attention to the pronounce­
ments of the Archbishop of Canterbury in this connection, as he is a
pro-Romanist and pro-Modernist hypocritical and deceitful enemy of God.
Satan is also undoubtedly behind the subtle plausible argument that a week­
c]ay of cessation from war work is impracticable at the present junctUl'e.
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1'ho hollowness of this objection is seen in the light of the fact that
the Government gave a national holiday to all workers on Monday, the
4th August last, 'rhe Tefusal of our Government and nation to set apaTt
a week-day for this solemn pm'pose is a clear instance of satanic obstinacy,
as its setting apart would be a manifestation to all the world, as well as
to angels and devils, that Great Britain was not ashamed to acknowledge
its absolute dependence upon Him, who "doeth according to His will in
the armies of Heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth," while
simultaneously confessing that our individual and national sins deserve
Divine displeasure. 'l'hanksgiving is simultaneously an imperative duty
in view of how clearly God has' shown in this war, relative to Britain, that,
in' deserved wrath, He remembers mercy, as He has throughout mingled
His judgments with clear tokens of Divine mercy and compassion to our
guilty but highly favoured nation. .When, then, is the whole nation to
arise, as one man, demanding the honouring of our Creator, Governor, anu
bountiful Benefactor, by setting apart a week-day for this purpose, and
so hastening the end of the prevailing slaughter of precious young .lives'

Church Notes..
COMMUNIONS.-Novembej·-First Sabbath, Oban and Halkirk; second,

Glasgow; thiru, Edinburgh and Dornoch. SO'Idh Afr'ican Mi.l'sion.-'l'he
following are the dates of the Communions-Last Sabbath of March,
June, September, 'and December. Note._Notice of any change, or alter­
ation of the above dates of the Communions should be sent to the Editor.

The Magazine.
'l'he Magazine Committee have decided that until fUl'ther notice no

donations for the funds of the Church, or for Congregational purposes
wiU be acknowledged in the Magazine, except those l'eceived anonymously,
They have also, in: order to save space, decided that the usual list of
subscriptions for the Magazine will not be printed, That a subscriber
receives his Magazine each month will be deemed a sufficient acknowledg­
ment. Subscriptions for the Free Distribution Fund, lmd the Magazine
to the Forces Fund, will be printed aH usual.
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