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I'espect, He behoved to be dealt with as standing, in our name, guilty,
and paying the debt of being forsaken of God-which we were bound to
suffer fully and for ever, if He had not interposed for us.

The Doctrine of Justification by Faith.
(Contirvued [TOm page 54).

IN confirmation of the +point stressed in the concluding paragraphs of
our first article on this subject we were impressed with a statement

made by Dr. James Buchanan in his important work The Doctrine of
Justification and we are taking the liberty of quoting it at length for the
benefit of our readers. "The best preparation for the study of this
doctrine," says Dr. Buchanan, "is, neither great intellectual ability, nor
much scholastic learning, but a conscience impressed with a sense of our
actual condition as sinners in the sight of God. A deep conviction of sin
is the one thing needful in such an inquiry, a conviction of the fact of
sin, as an awful reality in our own personal experience, of the power of
sin, as an inveterate evil cleaving to us continually, and having its roots
deep in the innermost recesses of our hearts, and of the guilt of sin past
as well as present, as an offence against God, which, once committed can
never cease to be ,true of us individually, and which, however He may be
pleased to deal with it, has deserved His wrath and righteous indignation.
Without some such conviction of sin, we may speculate on thi~, as on any
other part of divine truth, and bring all the resources of our intellect and
learning tp bear upon it, but can have no suitable sense tof our actual
danger, and no serious desire of deliverance from it. To study the subject
with advantage, we must have a heartfelt interest in it, as one that bears
directly on the salvation of our own souls; and this interest can only be
felt in proportion as we realise our guilt, and misery, and danger, as trans­
gressors of God's Law. The Law is still, as it was in the Jewish Church,
'a schoolmaster to bring us to Christ, that we may be justified by faith';
and the Law must be applied to the conscience, so as to quicken and arouse
it, before we can feel our need of salvation, or make anyl serious effort to
attain it. It is the convinced, and not the -careless, sinner, who alone will
lay to heart, with some sense of its real meaning and momentous import­
ance, the solemn question: 'How shall a man be just with God f' But
more than this. As, without some heartfelt convinction of sin, we could
have no feeling of personal interest in the doctrine of Justification, such
as is necessary to command our serious attention in the study of it, so we
should be scarcely capable of understanding, in their full scriptural
meaning, the terms of which it is proposed to us, or the testimonies by

~ which alone it can be established. The doctrine of salvation, which is
taught by the gospel, presupposes the doctrine of sin, which is taught by
the law; and the two together constitute the sum and substance of GoG's
revealed truth.• They are distinct, and even different, from each other; but
they are so related that, while there may be some knowledge of sin with­
out any knowledge of salvation, there can be no knowledge of salvation
without sOme knowledge of sin. As this is true of the general doctrine of
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salvation, which includes deliverance from the power, as well as from the
punishment, of sin, so it is equally true of each of 'its constituent parts, the
special doctrines of justification and sanctification, with this only differ­
ence, that, in the one case, we must have some knowledge of sin, in its
legal aspect, as guilt already incurred; in the other, of sin, in its' spiritual
aspect, as an inveterate inherent depravity"(p. 222, 223).

Words in Season: Owen.

1. The more eminent in any season are the real effusions of the Holy
Spirit upon ministers of the Gospel and disciples of Christ, the more
diligence and watchfulness against delusions are necessary. For, on such
opportunities, it is, when the use and reputation of spiritual gifts is
eminent, that Satan: dott lay hold to intrude his· own deceitful suggestions.

2. There is nothing excellent among men, whether it be absolutely extra­
ordinary, or whether it consist in an eminent improvement of those
principles and abilities, but it is ascribed to the Holy Spirit of God as the
immediate operator and efficient cause. Of old He was all; now some would
have Him nothing.

3. The chiefest privilege of the Church of old was but to hear tidings
of the things which we enjoy.

4. It was not merely" His enduring the penalty of the law that was the
means of our deliverance; but the voluntarily giving Himself up to be a
sacrifice in those holy acts of obedience, was that upon which, in an especial
manner, God was reconciled to us. '

5. Great opportunity for service neglected, and great gifts not improved,
are oftentimes the occasion of plunging the soul into great depths.

6. It is easy to follow a multitude to do evil. Would anyone liave
thought it possible that such and such professors, in our days, should have
fallen into ways of self" of flesh, and of the world f To play at cards,
dice, revel, dance i To neglect family and closet duties' To be proud,
haughty, ambitious, wor~dly, covetous, oppressive' Or that they should be
turned away after foolish, vain, ridiculous opinions, deserting the Gospel
of ChrisU

7. Do not decieve yourselves; it is not an inJifferent thin'g whethel'
you will come to Christ upon His invitation or not; a' thing which you may
put off from one occasion unto another. Your present refusal of it is as
high an act of enmity against God as your nature is capable of.

Letter of the late Rev. Neil Cameron to the
late Mr. Duncan MacKinnon, Bracadale.

216 West Regent Street, Glasgow, Feb. 26th, 1924.-My dear Friend,­
Captain Campbell's daughter told me this afternoon of your serious illness,
for which I am sorry. I heard a report of it last Friday; so I called on
her today to make myself sure. I do pray and hope that the Lord, of His
infinite mercY', will speedily restore you to' your former health and useful­
ness in His vineyard. The longer I; live the more I am convinced that the
Lord gives His own cup to drink to each one of His sons (the same is true
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of His daughters) and that every drop in: that cup is placed there by His
own blessed hand. Should we not be of the same mind that was in His
Well-beloved Son when He said: "The cup mY' Father hath given me to
drink, shall I not drink it'" May the Lord fill your soul with joy in
believing, and may He enable you to glorify God in your fiery trials in
that Isle of fhe Sea. I trust your wife and children are well, and that you.
will very soon be quite better, and praising the Physician of Gilead and
His value to the sinners of Skye. With warm regards to you and all :yours.
I remain, dear Friend, Your humble friend, Neil Cameron.

Notes and Comments.
Notes on the Assemblies.-In our next issue we hope to give a short

review of the proceedings at the General Assemblies of the Presbyterian
Churches in Scotland and also of the Irish Presbyterian Church Assembly.

The Advanoi(ng Tide.-At a· meeting of Ayr Presbytery (Church of
.scotland) lYlJ,ll. on Tuesday, 30th June, a motion was passed expressing
regret at the fact of the Ayr Home Guard holding sports on Sabbath.
Mlr. J. Percival Agnew, Symington, an elder we presume said tl1jll,t
"Sunday was the best day the Home Guard had of getting the most of
the men together. The meeting had been held to keep up the members'
interest in the Hume Guat'd and to encourage others to join." Mr. Agnew
bears an honoured name of one who was a noble advocate of the binding
obligations of the Fourth Commandment. It is encouraging that the
Pl'csbytery expressed regret at this glaring act of Sabbath desecration
though we would prefer that its condemnatlon was stronger and that some
of the speeches were less of the milk and water type. Gaps are being
rp.ade in t!).e walls and the incoming tide is flowing with a rush that
bodes ill for the future.

The Do'UYftgrade Movement in the 17'ish P7'esbyterian Church.-At its
last meeting of Assembly the Irish Presbyterian Church celebmted the
Tercentenary of the first Presby<tery at Carrickfergus on June 10th, 1642.
The Unitarians of Ireland who are Presbyterians in their church govern­
ment sent a message of greeting to the General Assembly in which they
say that they treasured "all in our common heritage that serves to
establish bonds of fellowship and community' of interest between the
two bodies." The General Assembly of the Irish Presbyterian Church
sent a reciprocal message. What a change has come over the Churclh
which the Lord by the labours of His honoured servant, Dr. Cooke, saved
from the deadening blight of Arianism. The Assembly at its meetings
appointed Prof. Davey to the Principalship of the Assembly's College,
Belfast-an event that speaks all too plainly of the drift of Irish Pres­
byterianism.

Juvenile Crime.-Mr. Thomas Johnston, Secretary of State for Scot­
land speaking recently in Edinbm'gh City Chambers at the Annual Meeting
of the Edinburgh Juvenile Organisations Committee called attention to
the increased juvenile delinquency to-day. In 1941, said Mr. Johnston,
there were found guilty in .scotland in Juvenile Courts no fewer than
14,253, and of these more than half were under the age of 14. It was
tl'Ue that there were crimes and crimes. Malicious mischief, fOt' exampit,
accounted for over 3,000 of the cases, .and he felt bound to say that
among these convicts for malicious mischief, but for the grace of God,
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might have been in their time himself and others present at that meeting.
But the convictions of over 6,000 for theft and nearly 3,000 for house­
breaking were appalling. In some towns they were securing reductions
by one means or another, but in most towns there were increases, and
some of the increases were alarming. For example, in Kilmarnock the
inCl'ease of convictions of children under 14 had risen from 18 in the
year 1937 to 238 in the year 1941. Dundee city figures also had more
than doubled. The over 14 to age 17 group was not so alarming. Indeed,
Glasgow had a deduction of 1,000, and Lanark County was down from 549
to 452. Edinburgh, too, was showing a decrease, but he could not under­
,stand whj Paisley should have convictions of 212 and Falkirk con­
victions of only 44.

Church Notes.
Communions.-August first Habbath, Dingwall; second, Portree and

'Thurso; third, Finsbay, Laide, Bonarbridge; fourth, Vatten; fifth Storno­
·way. September, first Sabbath, Ullapool and Breasclete; second, Strathy;
third, Tarbert (Harris) and Stoer. October, first Sabbath, Tolsta; second,
Ness. South .tJ.f1'ica Mission.-The following ate the dates of the Com­
.munions :-Last Sabbath of March, June, ''september and December.
NOTE.-Notice of any additions to, or alterations of, the above dates of
Communions should be sent to the Editor.

Day of HumiUation and Prayer.-The Syno~appointedWednesday, 19th
day of August as a Day of Humiliation. and Prayer throughout the
'Church. .

"Thle Mrs, Mally Mon-won Macfarlane Bequest."-The form of· this
Bequest were given in last year's issue of the Synod Proceedings. Its object
is to enoourage among our young people definite instruction in. the Scrip­
tures and Shorter, and Mother's, Catechism. The necessity for such
-teaching in home, school, and church is more and m~re urgent in these
evil days, The Shorter Catechism is much despised by Modernists. It
is truly scriptural and educative in its setting forth of the fundamental
·doctrines of Christianity. The, fact that proposals are being made to
produce a "New Catechism" pleasing to the corrupt minds of present
day religious teachers, should make us more zealous. for the old. An
equal proportion of the yearly interest on this Bequest is available to each
Presbytery of our church to provide good books as encouragements for
·children attaining satisfactory proficiency in their knowledge of the Bible
and Catechisms. This also applies to our South .tJ.frican Mission at the
discretion of the Trustees. Presbyteries are expected to make arrange­
ments accordingly and congregations may regard this effort as de­
serving their supplementary support if the number of books- provided
is not sufficient. -Wo Grant.

Synod Motion in Conrnection with Forementioned Bequ.est.-In con­
nection with the foregoing the following motion was passed at the Synod.
"'That the Magazine Committee be appointed to carry out the terms of
the Mrs. Mary Morrison Macfarlane Bequest, with the Editor of the
Free Presbyterian Magazine as Convener. The Clerks of each Presbyteryl
are to make arrangements for examinations and to report to the Committee
regarding the results of the examinations."

Commeqoation Of Notable Events.-The Synod at its meeting in May
;appointed the following Committee:- .
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Revs. D. Beaton, D. A. MacFarlane, J. Colquhoun, and D. J. MacAskill,
to make suitable arrangements for the Commemoration of-I. The Ter­
centenary of The Westminister Assembly, 1643. 2. The Centenary of the
Disruption, 1843. 3. And 50th Anniversary of the Free Presbyterian
Church of Scotland; and that they be instrl,lcted to have Papers prepared.

Mr' Edwin Radasi.-The following motion was passed at the Synod:­
"The Synod having heard the Reports of the Board of Examiners as to
the progress of Mr. Edwin Radasi in Theology and cognate subjects, re­
solves as follows :-(1). That Mr. Radasi continue his studies until the end
of the War. (2). That the Tutors be asked to prescribe books for study
for Mr. Radasi without having a regular class."

Magazines to the Troops F~vnd.-Owing to scarcity of paper this Fund
is closed meantime until further notice.

Oollection fOT August.-The Synod' Collection for. August is for the
College Fund.

Copies of Proceedings of Synod fol' Readel'S Abroad.
Readers in D.S.A., CaIl-ada, New Zealand and Australia may have copies

from the following:-
U.S.A.-Mr. Roderick Macleod, 21 W. 21st Street, New York; Mr.

Kenneth MacKenzie, 314 David Whitney Building, Detroit, Mich.; Mr.
Isaac Morrison, 9330 -Savery Street, Detroit, Mich.; price 15 cents.

CANADA.-Mr. Roderick Campbell, 168 Briar Hill Avenue, Toronto,
Ontario; Mr. John Ross, 1162 Dominion Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba; Mr.
John Brand, 418 24th ,street W., Saskatoon, Sask.; Mr. Angus Beaton,_
440 21st Avenue, N.W., Calgary, Alta; Mr. Hugh Mackay, 778 23rd
Avenue West, Vancouver, B.C.-price 15 cents.

NEW ZEALAND.-Mr. Donald Beaton, Matiere, King Country- price.
10d. (New Zealand currency). .

AUSTRALlA..-Mr. Murdo MacGregor, 19 Hodge Street, Hurstville,
N.S.W.; Mr. Donald J. Shaw, 33a Clarence Street, Grafton, N.S.W.­
price 10d. (Australian currency).

N01'E.-At the time of writing this note the Clerks have not received
the proofs of the Synod PTOceedings but whenever printed the ~'oceedings

will be issued to ministers and missionaries as was done last year and copies
will be sent abroad to the addresses given above.
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Rev. N. M'Intyre, £6; T. M'D., Brock, Sask., Canada, £1/2/6; Refund! o/a Mr. E.
Radasi's Maintenance, £6; Mr. P. C., Nairn Street, GIssgow, £1; A Widow's Mite,
£1; RA.F. Friend (third donation). £9; Mrs. J. M'I., North Tolsta pet'! Mr. J. Nlcolson,.
5/-; Mrs. C. Canty. Aria, New Zealand, £5.
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OolO1lllal Misllion F'IMld.-A Friend, Overseas, £1.
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Ml1theson, 2 Bank Street. Flocklon, 6/6; Alex. MacI,cod, Duart Nedd, Lalrg, 4/-;
A. and C. Mackay, Oban, £1; Mrs. G. Anderson, ArthUl'stone, Melgle, 7/6; Wm. M.
Swanson, Heathfteld, Thurso, 2/6; John Clark. Kylesku P.O., Assyut, 5/-; A. Cb.
Stcedman, 280 Lansdowne Ave., Winnipeg, 17/10.




