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educatecl under present-day conditions, has defined Faith as "that quality
which enables us to believe what we know to be untrue." And this
definition rather coincides with the modem popular conceptions. Consider
for a moment how a non-miraculous secular teaching alters OUT education.
For there is nothing constant about the benefit of education as so many
seem to assume-it depends upon its fundamentals. Hitler has manipulated
German education to staTtlirlg effect by tampering with these, and so have
othel·s. Organised religion is now advocating more religious education,
but is it to include belief in 1niracles~ The difference becomes clear-cut
when we come to prayer. 'l'he average man in the street subconsciouslv
feels-" What is the use of praying to a God who is entirely subject t~
natural laws; it is mere supeTstition~" And with. this mental background
it is easy to understand-" Why waste time on going to ChuTch ~ It won't
help us against the Germans!" What with all the printed matter and
with all the radio messages which ignore the Deity, it takes moral courage
in any form of society for a man to affirm a real belief in miraeles. To
the great mass of our people Teligion is to-day " just precept upon precept,
line upon line, here a little and there a little."

TirE NEW APPROACH.
But, even as this black-out, of perhaps the most important thing in

life, was brought upon us by an old-fashioned and superficial science, so
the more enlightened scientists of to-day aTe endeavouring to raise the
cnrtain. To begin with, scientists no longer think they know about all
there is to be known-they are stressing their ignorance instrad of their
knowledge. One affirms that the very actions of every-day life partake of
the nature of miracles. .And there are others whose writings take them
into account. But it has been left to a United States scientist-DT. Alexis
Canel, of the Rockefeller Institute, a Nobel prize-winner-to cO~le forward
and state that, as a l'esult of his reseaTches in medical science, a negative
attitude to miracles can no longer be sustained. He claims to have
witnessed even the healing of cancer by pmyer. And now he has gone a
stage further. In the Reader's Digest for April last DT. Carrel states:
"Prayer is a fm'ce as real as terrestrial gravity ... it is the only power
in the world that. seems to overcome the so-called 'laws of nature.''' If
we heard this pronouncement f]'Om a pulpit we should Tegard it as mere
assertion, and subconsciously a.ffil'ffi that this is an age of science. But
here is one of the greatest scientists in the world who is making this
statement as a result of his Tesearch. Prayer, a force as' great as gravity!
Gravity is unseen, but we recognise its reality:, and, although we do not
understand what it is, we do not label it as "superstition." As the corner
stone of a new and better world, should we not seek in the seculaI' know­
led'ge of to-day to lift the miracle black-out of last century fr'Olll our
national mentality~

Literary Notice.
The Bible-Searching Almanac for 1942. C. J. Fa1'llcombe & Sons, Ltd.,

55 South End, Croydon. Price 3d. post free. This almanac will provide
a splendid exeTcise for old and young. There are three hundred aDd
,ixty-five texts given and we are sure if one began at the first one, dis-
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pensing with the aid of a concordance, and going through the whole,
searching the Bible for each text, he would have more knowledge of the
Bible when he finished than when he began. We heartily recommend it to
parents and teachers, and others.

Notes and Comments.
U",,-Scriptural Christ-dishonowring Pre-Millennarianism.-" Should the

Lord Jesus appear now to any of us in His majesty and glory, it would
not be unto our edification' nor consolation. For we are not meet nor able,_
by the power of any light or grace that we have received, or can receive,
to bear the immediate appearance and representation of them. His beloved
apostle John had leaned on His bosom probrubly many a time in his life,
in the intimate familiarities of love; but when He afterward appeared
unto him in his glory, 'he fell at His feet as one dead.' And when He
appeared unto Paul, all the account he could give thereof was, 'that he
saw a light from heaven, above the brightness of the sun'; whereon he,
and all that were with him, 'fell to the ground.'

"And this was one reason why, in the days of His ministry here on
earth, His glory was veiled in the infirmities of the flesh, and all sorts
of sufferings, as we have before related. The church in this life is no
way meet, by the grace which it can be made partaker of, to converse with
Him in the immediate manifestations of His glory. And therefore those
who dream of His personal reign on the earth before the day of judgment,
unless they suppose that all the saints shall be perfectly glorified also
(which is on.ly to bring down heaven to the earth for a while, to no pur·
pose), provide not at all for the edification or consolation of the church.
For no present grace, advanced unto the highest degree whereof in this
world it is capable, can make us meet for an immediate converse with
Christ in His unveiled glory." (Owen's Glory of Christ.)

"He (The Holy Ghost) is promised to abide with the disciples for ever,_
in opposition to the abode of Christ. Christ in the flesh, had been with
them for a little while, and now was leaving them, and going to His
Father. He had been the Comforter immediately Himself for a season,
but is now upon His departing; wherefore, promising them another Com·
forter, they might fear that He would even but visit them for a little
season also, and then their condition would be worse than ever. Nay, but
saith our Saviour, "Fear it not: this is the last dispensation; there is to
be no alteration. When I am gone, the Comforter is to do all the remain·
ing work: there is not another to be looked for, and I promise you him;
nor shall He depart from you, but always abide with you." (Owen's Or
Commtm·ion with the Holy Ghost.)

We have much pleasure in publishing the above extracts from a master
theologian, Dr. John Owen, as sp-owing clearly.that there is to be no
second humiliation for the Lord of Life and Glory, but that this popular
present-day dispensational false doctrine, relative to the supposed pre.
Millennarian Second Advent of Christ, is but a side track cast up by the
Devil. Indeed it has so permeated the Evangelical section of the Church
of England and Wesleyan Methodism that it gains more interest among
them than the Gospel of the Grace of God. It is a crudely carnal, Christ.

t



Notes and Commffits. 211

dishonouring, un-Scriptural theory of the Second Coming of Christ which
cannot be too frequently exposed or too severely condemned, while we
patiently wait for the glorious spiritual millennial reign of Ohrist world·
wide. So let it be.

A Primcess App?'ecia,tcs the F.P. Magazine.-To the Editor. Dear Sir,
The following is an extraet from a letter which I received from a Princess
to whom I sent a copy of the F.P. Magazine. "Thank you also for send­
ingme the 'Free Presbyterian Magazine,' which I have read with great
joy and interest. One does so praise God for the churches which faithfully
preach the Gospel in these troubled days. May you be greatly' blessed in
your ministry and faithful witness. I was interested also in the various
notices in the magazine regarding R.C. propaganda for it is a question
about which I have been greatly concerned for a number of years. I
know that it is a very acute question also in Scotland, particularly in the
Glasgow area owing to Irish immigration." 'l'his noble lady seems to be
tl\lly godly. Her own confession is as follows: "Hopeless and helpless,
I' fell to my knees, and from the depth of my heart rose its first real
prayer: '0 God, if there is a God, show me the way.' FroTll that wonder­
ful hour I know that God answers pray'er 'above all that we ask or think.'
The answer came swiftly, unexpectedly. Suddenly I realised beyond any
shadow of doubt that I was kneeling not only in the presence of God, but
before Christ, the Risen Lord. In the radiance of that Holy Presence I
S!1W my own sinfulness, and was utterly broken. I accepted the forgive­
neS8 offered, and felt a great peace enter my innermost being. With that,
too, a lifelong blindness fell from my eyes, and the great Scriptural
Truths which had been mere words to me, gradually became clear and
full of meaning."-I am, yours, etc., A READER.

We have received the foregoing from one of our ministers in the West
of Scotland, and take this opportunity of thanking him and a few others
for their praiseworthy endeavours to make our Magazine lrnown to high
and low.

" Shall I ,Not Visit for These l'hings~"-In the Lord's Day Observance
Society Year Book for 1941, there appears the following reference to the
un:Ohristian Heaven-provoking Sabbath-day activities of the Briti~h Broad­
casting Corporation: "'rhe B.B.O., we regl'et to repOli, has become, since
the outbreak of war, one of the most powel'ful forces at work in our midst
for promoting the Modern Sunday." The non-stop Services Progra=es
inaugurated on New Year's' Sunday,' 1940, is the most downgrade radio
innovation since broadcasting was introduced into this country. These
new Sunday Programmes have included Murder Trials, Detective Stories,
Novel Reading, Tangos, Waltzes, Stage Plays, Musical Comedies, Variety
Turns, Football Match Reports and so on. To us it seems pathetic that
men face to face with the realities of Eternity should be regaled with
Dance Music, Variety, Cabaret, Sporting Items and other inanities during
the hallowed hours of each Lord's Day." "Shall not my soul be avenged
on such a nation as thisf"

The most lamentable aspect of this wholesale desecration of the Sabbath
Day by one of our national institutions is that professing orthodox and
eV!lngelical Christians have now settled down to following the line of least
resistance, in this connection, and have begun to take it as a matter of
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course. Surely judicial blindness, even among Christians in this nation,
must have reached its nadir when such an unspeakably deplorable
attitude is possible. Apart altogether from the glory of God
involved, which is, by far, the most important and the most solemn
aspect of the question, does it not indicate clearly a nation given up to
brutal hard-heartedness and callous insane indifference when the very cause
of the prolonged slaughtering of our fellow-men can be treated, even by
Christians, as a matter of course~ Has the spirit of martyrdom utterly
died out in Britain when such a heathenish state of affairs could be
tolerated in a professedly Christian land even for an hourf Evangelical
and .orthodox ministers, evidently overcome with the spirit of the times,
seem to avoid everything that would make them unpopular with the godless
multitude of a wicked rebellious generation, let the Cause of Christ suffer
as it may. Yet people wonder that there is a war on; that there are no
signs of peace, and that Britain is meeting with so many rebuffs, reverses
and frustrations. 'Vhen are the Christians of this nation going to arise
like one man to demand. that the Sabbath Day in Britain shall be restored
to its pristine Christian Protestant character, according to the Moral Law
and the national law, and an end put to the dominance of Eire Romanista
on the RB.C. staff~

Church Notes.
COMMUNIONS.--Jan~lary, last Sabbath, Inverness; February, first

Sabbath, Dingwall; third, Stornoway. South Afric(Jff1, Mission.-The
following are the dates of the Communions: Last ,sabbath of March,
June, Septe~her and December. NOTE.-Notice of any change, or altera­
tion, of the abovo dates of Communions should be sent to the Editor.

Collection for R.A.F. Benevolent F'und.-The Correspondence Commitwe
have considered a request from the R.A.F. Benevolent Fund Authorities
for a collection for this Imulable object, and l'ecommend, subject to the
approval of all the Presbyteries, Sabbath, 8th ];'ebruary, as a date suitable
for a collection for this purpose. This fund exists in order to give
financial help (1) To airmen hurt when flying. (2) Dependants of those
killed. (3) Other R.A.F. casualties and dependants. (4) In sickness and
for the education of fatherless children of airmen. Ministers and
missionaries throughout our Church should impress upon congregations and
mission stations the importance of this collection. Our obligations to these
brave men cannot be expressed adequately, and it is to be hoped that our
people will contribute as liberally as the Lord will lay to their hand. All
collections, as soon as they are made, should be sent to Mr.•John Grant,
4 Millburn Road, Inverness.

Offer of Hospitality from the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland.
The Irish Covenanters would be glad to extend hospitality to any con­
nected with the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, serving with His
Majesty's Forces in Ulster. We would cordially welcome them to join with
us in worship, and have fellowship with us in our homes. Please forward
the names and addresses of any ~known to you to the Convener of Com­
mittee on Migration and Emigration, Rev. J. Renwick Wright, Enagh
Manse, Ballymoney, Co. Antrim, N. Ireland.
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Acknowledg~ent."of Donation•.
December, 1941, and January, 1942.

Mr J. Grant, General Treasurer, acknowl€Jdgeswitll' gra.tefuJ thanks the
following donations:-

liusteMaNo", Fund.--" Stronlian," £1; A". M. 0/1\ Beauly, £1; 1111'.. A. M'L.,
Orlanltricb. ,,6/6; "G. M.... 0/0. Applecross.£1. .

Home MissW>I Fund.-Mrs. K. ~f'D., Govan, 4/-; M. H., Tobennory, .5;'.

P"'o8flectt~e OhAna MiB"io".~Psalm 72-19~10/-.

JewiBl" and Fot'eign "Miision.-Misses F.) KiJigUSSle;. 12/6, ~ll's. J. M'L.,. SatldWlCk,
6/; M, H., Tobennory, £1/5/-; Friend. Tomatin,,, £1 ; also £1 o/n CRI' Fund; £1
o/a Davlot Church "nnd £1 o/a Inverness Congregation; Friend, Edlnbtirgh.,,·10/· o/a
Bibles for Prisoners of War. per Mr. J: Jlfnckny. ". """ . , ". .

TbankolTel'ing per" Friend, Sk)'e, o/n" Car Fund. 17/6; Rod M'K., InVel~,eSS; £1.
Bn. N. M'lntyre thnnkfully acknowledges the following; Mrs. M'A., Skye, £1/10/-;
Friend" Ayrshire, £10-; U Friertd, SkJTe, 11 o~a Extenslon at Mission to Shs.ngarl, £20.

Australian Ohurch B<lild,ng Ftlnd.-" Frleild for",Allstralla," £3 per Rev. -N. !>{'Intyre.

Leg4Ol1 Fund.-Recelved with grnteful thanks from the famlly of the late Mrs,
MacLean, Ross Avellue, Inverness, widow of the Alexander Mac-Lean, Eldel', d~e' sum"
of £ti2;15/7 on bebalf of the JeWish nlld Fotelgfi Mission 'F\1l1d, per Mi: Joltn K.
Ml\cLeah.


