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Plenipotentiary, Caracas. Clifford, Hon. Sir Bede E. H., Governor Mauritius.
Jackson, Sir W, E. F., K.C.M.G., Governor British Guiana. Norman,
H. C., C.B., C.8.1.,, C.B.E., Diplomat Near and Far Hast. Varkey, C. J.,
M.A., Minister, Madras Province. de Curzon, Count A. Parent, Consul
for France in Scotland. Smith, Father H., R.C. Priest, Hon. British
Vice-Consul, Haiti.—Churchman’s Magazine.

Gleanings from the Rev. John Colquhoun, D.D., Leith.

1. If sinners of mankind, then, are ever to be recovered from their
undone condition, their restoration must be wholly ascribed to sovereign,
free, and boundless grace. Still, however, it cannot be denied, that if all
the human race had been lost, irrecoverably and eternally, the wisdom and
goodness of the Lerd, in creating and sustaining them, would not have
been so dllustriously displayed. To have been seemingly disappointed of
His immediate design, respecting the whole of mankind, could not, as
far as we can discern, have afforded such a glorious manifestation of His
manifold wisdom, to the universe: and to have excluded the whole of
them, from being objects of His special favour, could not have occasioned
such a bright display of His infinite goodness, and of His boundless com-
passion. He, accordingly, hath elected a certain number both of angels
and of men.

2. There is no saving knowledge of Christ, and of Him crucified, whom
to know is life eternal, without a spiritual discernment of this everlasting
covenant, of which He is the blessed Mediator; and mno receiving of Him
as a Saviour, without a taking hold of it, so as cordially to say, this
¢ everlasting covenant ordered in all thmgs and sure, is all my salvation,
and all my desire.

3. The Lord Jesus ig, in the Secriptures, expressly styled the last Adam.
This appellation could not be given Him on account of the human nature,
which He had in common with the first Adam, for of that, every man
partakes; but it was given to Him because of the common office of head-
ship and representation, in their respective covenants, which was peculiar
to themselves, and to none else. Adam is also called ‘the first man, and
Christ ¢ the second man’: but Christ is the second man no otherwise than
as He is the second fedeml Head, or the Representative in the second
covenant; as Adam was the first federal head, or the representative, in the
first covenant. Adam, accordingly, is represented as the head of the
earthly men; and Christ as the Head of the heavenly men. Those bear
the image of the first Adam, who ‘is of the earth, earthy’: these, the
image of the second Adam, who ‘is the Lord from heaven.

4. By His becoming a surety or sponsor for them as sinners, who in
themselves were utterly insolvent, He took upon Himself the burden of
discharging their whole debt, both of penal suffering for sin, and of
perfect obedience for life. DBut such a Surety as this is, cannot but be,
a true and proper Represenmtwe of those for whom e acts as surety:
by being legally substitited in their stead, to answer for them, He
represents or sustains their persons in law.

5. But, O believer, mistake not the nature of this communion. It is
not so much a strict profession of religion, or an external performance
of duty, or a high degree of knowledge, as—a dwelling in God, and God
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in the soul. Christ-so dwells in the heart by faith, as to admit the believer
to real, to increasing, to transforming, intercourse with Him. The holy
soul dwells, and is at home in Him, as its hiding place, its only portion,
and its ultimate end. The soul, which is favoured with such communion,
knows no other object for its supreme love, no other subjeet for its delight-
ful meditation, no other end for its endless existence, than Him, and
Gop in Him,

6. In fellowship with God in Christ, the soul satiates itself with His
love, shares in His fulness, and contemplates His glory, and in some
degree, enters into His joy. His love flows out on the soul: and the love
of the redeemed soul goes forth upon Him. By communion, the believing
soul dwells with its covenant God, as well as in Him. It is with Him,
at one time, in meditation, at another, in the confidence of faith, at
another in prayer, and at another in praise. It hae not a sin, but it
mourns over to Him; not a grief, but it makes known to Him; not a
complaint, but it reveals to Him; not a request, but it presents to Him.
O that spiritual intimacy, which is between such a holy soul and Christ!
that liberty of converse, that wrestling with Him for the blessing! ¢Let
me go;—I will not let thee go, except thoy bless me.” This is eternal life
begun: it is heaven let down to earth. Thus, ¢the secret of the Lord is
with them that fear Him; and He will show them His covenant.’

7. Since the believer, then, has all that Christ did and suffered, to
rely on and to plead, for his salvation, it is impossible that his plea
can fail.

Hitherto.
“ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us” (I. Sam. vii.,, 12).

When our soul is much discouraged
By the roughness of the way,

And the cross we have to carry
Seemeth heavier every day.

‘When some cloud that overshadows
Hides our Master’s face from view;

Oh! it’s well then to remember
He has blessed us hitherto.

Looking back the long years over,
‘What a varied path! And yet,

All the way His hand hath led us,
Placed each hindrance we have met,

Given to us the pleasant places
Cheered us all the journey through;

Passing through the deepest waters,
He has blessed us hitherto.
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Surely, then, our souls should trust Him,
Though the clouds be dark o’erhead;
We’ve a Friend that draweth closer,
When all other friends have fled.
‘When our pilgrimage is over, g
And the gates we’re sweeping through,
‘We shall see with clearer vision

How He’s blessed us hitherto. —TI.. QOAKLEY.

Notes and Comments.

The British Foreign Office.—On another page we give a list of Roman
Catholics in the Foreign Office. Historicus in the Churchmaen’s Magazine
(May) makes the following timely comment:—

‘It is to be hoped affer the war that there will be a clean-out in our
Toreign Office. Kvery Roman Catholic should be told to seek other employ-
ment because, as a servant of the Papacy, he is our potential enemy.
‘Whatever may be said as to the good character of the individual, he should
not be tolerated. Sooner or later he will be, consciously or unconsciously,
doing the work of our eternal enemy. The Vatican will continue to be
at war with Britain so long as Britain is Protestant. Therefore our
Government should keegp all members of the Roman Church under control.
Columns could be written showing how we, as & nation, have suffered
at the hands of our Foreign Office. So many fatal moves have been made
on the advice of the Foreign Office that one cannot help being suspicious
that the Papists there have been responsible for them. Many of these
moves have been in the interests of the Vatican, which has never studied
our interests.’’

The Popes Peace Plea.—The present Pope is an astute diplomatist
and one does not meed great penetrative ingight to see that he is manoeu-
vering for a place at the Peace Councils of the assembled and victorious
nations when the present carnage ceases. The curious thing is that the
press of Protest countries seem to vie with each other in giving space to
the papal utterances in their columns. The comment of a Canadian
religious monthly, Evangelical Christian (Toronto), on the Pope’s message
at the end of last year may be applied with equal truth to the recent
papal utterance:—*“Why space should be given each year by the press of
the World to print what the Pope says will always remain a standing
mystery to us. Better things are said everyl day by lots of Protestant
clergymen in England and elsewhere, more constructive suggestions are
made for the amelioration of the social ills of the world by the heads of
other churches, but they are ignored by the press or relegated to a back
page and a stick of type. No one denies the truth of what the Pope has
said, only others have said the same things and said them better, so they
can no longer be considered as “news,” but still the press, which seeems
bound to the chariot wheels of Romanism, goes on printing them. There
are some significant truths that the Pope omits when he sends forth his
messages to the world.”
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Significant Omissions in the Papal Messages—“One of the most signi-
ficant of these is freedom of religion, the right of every man to determine
how he shall worship God. And that is a fundamental implicate of free-
dom. Without that, all the Pope—or anyone else for that matter—may
say is just ‘sound and fury signifying mnothing.’ In every Protestant
country in the world such freedom prevails. In ‘every Roman Catholic
country such freedom is denied. Let the United States and the British
Empire look facts squarely in the face. Romanism is opposed to all that
they stand for, and unless cognizance of this faet is taken we may find
ourselves with a more bitter struggle on our hands when this war is over,
and as unprepared spiritually for it as we were materially for the present
conflict. For one with any knowledge of history it is laughable to read
the following gem from the Vatican on December 24th: ‘There is on
place for the persecution of religion and the Chureh. That is what the
Pope thinks would obtain in the new order. And this from an organisation
that has never yet denounced the slaughter of the Albigenese or the
Huguenots, or the infamous Inquisition.”—Ewangelical Christian.

What Passes for Christianity To-day.—We have already called attention
to the Rev. L. B. Ashby’s religious column in the Daily Telegraph. Here
as a specimen of what passes for Christianity:—=Secondly whereas
formerly Christ was preached primarily as the divine Vietim, by Whose
vicarious self-offering men have been offered escape from eternal damna-
tion, He now stands beside us, our divine fellowman, bidding us share
His spirit and the quality and grace of His human life. He is the true
self of every man, calling us all, in fellowship with Him, to accept self-
sacrifice as the price of righteousness on earth, no longer seeking to shelter
behind His atoning death but rather making His character and ideals our
own, in the belief it is his spirit alone that can transform individuals and
save society.” For sheer heritical teaching on the Son of God this would
be hard to beat. Man is exalted and He is brought down to that poor
level. There is no need of atonement here. Mr. Ashby has got rid of
the cross by a stroke of his pen. Christianity has certainly fallen on evil
days when such teaching is given in one of our leading dailies.

Church Notes.

COLLECTION FOR THIS MONTH .—The collection for the Organisation
Fund, according to the Synod’s instructions, is to be taken up this month.

COMMUNIONS.—June, first Sabbath, Applecross, Tarbert (Harris) and
Coigach ; second, Shieldaig; third, Helmsdale, Lochcarron, Glendale, Dornoch
and Uig (Lewis); fourth, Gairloch and Inverness. July. first Sabbath,
Raasay, Lairg and Beauly; second, Tain, Staffin and Tomatin; third, Daviot,
Halkirk, Flashadder and Rogart; fourth, Achmore, Bracadale Stratherrick,
Plockton and North Uist. August, first Sabbath, Dingwall; second, Portree;
September, first Sabbath, Ullapool and Breasclete; second, Strathy; third,
Tarbert (Harris) and Stoer. October, first Sabbath, Tolsta, second, Ness.
third, Finsbay, Laide, Bonarbridge; fourth, Vatten; fifth, Stornoway.
South African Mission.—The following are the dates of the Communions :—
Last Sabbath of March, June, September and December. NOTE.—Notice
of any additions to, or alterations of, the above dates of Communions should
be sent to the Editor.



