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our Surety, by that cursed death of the cross, which was the evidence
foretold of ·the malediction of God lying on Him, in so far as was
necessary to complete the punishment of loss and feeling both in soul and
body. And, therefore, not without ground have orthodox divines taken
,in' Christ's sufferings in His soul, and the detaining of His bodY. in the
,grave (put in as the close and last part of Christ's sufferings)' as the true
weaning of that expression, "He descended into hell," not only because
these pains which Christ suffered both in body and soul, were due -to us
ill full, measure; but also, because that which Christ suffered in the
point of torment and vexation, was, in some respect, of the same kind
with the torment of the damned. For in the punishment of the damned,
we must necessary distinguish these three things; (1). The perverse
4isposition of the mind of the damned in their sufferings; (2). The dura­
,tiOll and perpetuity of their punishment; and (3). The punishment itself,
tormenting soul and body. . The :first two are not of the essence of
punishment, albeit by accident they are turned into a puuishment; for
;the wickedness, vileness, and unworthiness of the damned, who neither
will nor can submit tb"emselves to the punishment (and put the case they
should subinit, are utterly unable to make satisfaction for ever), do make
them in a desperate doleful condition for ever; though obstinate sin~ers

~do not apprehend nQr believe this, but go on in treasuring up wrath
against themselves, pleasing themselves in their own dreams, to tileir own
endless perdition. Of these three, the first two could have no place in
'Christ. Not the first, because He willingly offered Himself a sacrifice
for our sins; and upon agreement, paid the ransom fully: not the second,
because He could no longer be held in: the sorrows of death, than He had
,satisfied' justice, and finished what was imposed on Him, and His infinite
excellency made His short sufferings to be of infinite worth, and equi-
valent to our everlasting suffering. .

The third then remaina, which ia the real and sensible tormenting of
',~oul and; body, in being made a curse for us, and to feel it so in His
real experience. And what need we question hellisll pain, where pain and
'torment, and the curse, with felt wrath from God falls on, and lies still,
'till justice be satisfied J Concerning which, it is as Cel'taill, that Christ
was seized upon by the dolours of deat1j" as' it is certain in Scripture,
that He could not be held by the sorrows of de.ath (Acts ii. 24).

Qwestion.-But what interest had Christ's Godhead in His human
suffm-ings, to make them both short, and so precious and satisfactory to
justice for so many sins of so many sinners, especially when we consider
that God cannot suff·eri .tlnswer.-Albeit this passion of the human
nature, could not so far reach the Godhead of Christ, that it should in
a physical sense suffer (which indeed is impossible), yet these sufferings
did not so affect the person, that it may truly be said, that God suffered,
and by His blood bought His people to Himself (Acts xx. 28). For albeit
the proper and formal subject of physical sufferings, be only the human
.nature; yet the principal subject of sufferings, both in a physical and
moral sense, is Christ's person, God and mau, fro:t1l the dignity whereof,
,the worth and excellency! of all sort of sufferings, the merit and the satis­
factory sufficiency of the price did flow. And let it be considered alsOt,
that albeit Christ, as God, in His Godhead could not suffer, in a physical
,sense; yet in a moral sense He might suffer, and did suffer. FQr inaamuch
as He, being in the form of God, and without robbery equal to God, did
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dem~t E;is person to assume human nature, and empty Himself so faI' as
to hide His glory and take on the shape of a servant, .and expose
Himself willingly to all the contradiction of sinners which He was to meet
with; and to all railings, revilings, contempt, despisings, and calumnies,­
shall it seem nothing, and not enter in the count of our Lord's payment
for our debt' Objection.~But how could so low a down-throwing of the
Son of Man, or of the human nature assumed by Christ, consist with the
majesty of the person of the Son of Godf Answer.-We must distinguish
in Christ these things which are proper, to either of the two natures, from
these things which are .ascribed to His person, in respect of either of the
natures, 9r both the natures; for infirmity, physical suffering, or mortality,
are· proper to the human nature. The glory of power, and grace; and
mercy, and super-cxcellent majesty, and such like, arc proper to the deity;
but the sufferings of the human nature, are so far from diminishing the
glory of the divine nature, that they do manifest the same, and make it
appear more clearly; for by how much the human nature was weakened·,
depressed, and despised, for OUI' sake; by so much the love of Christ, God
and ·man in one person, toward man, and His mercy, and power, and grace
to maIJl, do shine in the eyes of those that judiciously look upon Him.

Objeotion.-But seeing Christ's satisfaction for sinners does not stand
in anyone part of His doings and sufferings, but in the whole and entire
precious pearl, and complete price of His whole obedience from His
incarnation, even to His death on the cross, how comes it to pass, that in
Scripture, the whole expiation of our sins is ascribed so oft to His passion,
and particularly to His blood f Answer.-This comes to pass, (1). Be­
cause the certainty and verity of His assumed human nature, and the cer­
tainty of His real sufferings, and the fulfilling of all the Levitical
sacrifices, did most evidently appear unto sense in the effusion of 'His
blood. (2). Because the expression of His sufferings both in soul and
body, ,appeared in the effusion of His blood;' for in the garden, while
His body was not as 1et touched or hurt by man, from the mere pains
of His soul drops of blood fell down out of His body to the earth. (3).
Because His blood-shedding and death, was the last act of completing the
payment of the ransom to the Father for us; which payment began in
His humble incarnation, and went on through all His life, and was com­
pleted in His bloodshed and death, whereof our Lord gave intimation on
the cross, when He cried as tI'iumphantly victorious, "It is finished!"

The Use of tlllis Article of the Govenamt of Redemption. We have at
some length spoken of the price of redemption, and of Christ's defraying
of the debt by His passion, (1). That hereby the demerit of our sins
may the more clearly be scen. (2). That the sublimity and excellency
of divine majesty offended by sin may appear. (3). That we may behold
the severity of God's justice till He have satisfaction and reparation in
some sort of the injuries done to Him. (4). That the admirable large­
ness of God's mercy may be acknowledged and wondered at. For in the
price of redemption paid, as in a mirror, we may see how greatly the
Lord hates sin; how great His love is to the world, in sending His Son
Christ among us; how heavy the wrath of God shall lie upon them that
flee not to Christ's satisfaction for their delivery; how great the dignity
and excellency of the Lord our Redeemer is, for whose sake reconciliation
'is granted to all that ~e hold of the offer of grace through Him; how
great the obligation of believers is to love God, and serve Him; and how
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greatly the glory of all the attributes of God shine in the work of
Tedemption.

By this doctrine, it l!-pears, how vain and wicked the devices of super­
stitious men are, who, for pacifying of God's wrath, have appointed
penances, and pilgrimages, and self-scourgings, and soul-masses, and
purgatory, and such like other abominations, whereof the word of God h88
not spoken, but forbidden all the inventions of men, as unworthy conceits,
to bring about men's salvation; which inventions tend only to derogate
from the dignity of the price of Christ's ransom, and to cry down the
fuhiess and perfection of the pTice paid by OUT blessed Redeemer Jesus
Christ, and set up other SaviouTs in His room. Hence also it is manifest,
how TIt a high priest is appointed over us, who is touched with our inli.rmi­
ties and temptations; by whom we may have so solid consolation in all the
pangs of our tormented consciences; and in whom we have a solId founda·
tion laid down to all that flee to Him, for settling our faith and hope in
the son of God; who has of set purpose, with the Father's consent, suffered
so many and gTeat evils, that He might redeem us. And hereby we may
perceive also, how well divine justice is satisfied, and with what waTl'ant
the consciences of the weak believers may be quieted, who so use to
exaggerate the grievousness and the multitude of their sins, that they
forget to put a right estimation upon the satisfaction made by Christ, for
all that come unto God through Him.

(To be continued).

Leading into the Truth.

"WHEN the spirit of truth is come" says the Lord, "He will grade
you into all truth" (John, xvi. 13). Man may lead wnto truth but it

is the SpiTit of 'God that only can lead you into tTuth. He only that hath
the key of David, that openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth and
no man openeth, can open to you the door of truth; and show you the
inside of truth. And great is the difference between these two teachings.
He that comes to a stately house 01' place sees only the outward fabric
and structure; and even that may take much; but he that comes into it,
sees all the inward contrivances and conveyances; he sees all the rich
furniture and adornings of the several rooms and offices of the house
which are not only for use, but for delight and ornament. Surely, the
very outside of truth is goodly; but, like the king's daughter, it is all
glorious within; not pleasing only, but ravishing; this they see who are
led into truth; by virtue whereof David saw wonderful things in the law,
Psalm. cxix. 18. Objects which filled his soul with wonder and delight.

As the teachings of the covenant are inward in respect of the object,
so inward also in respect of the subject. "In the hJidden part thou shalt
make me know wisdom," Psalm, li. 6, and again, "I will bless the Lord
who has given me council, my reins also instruct me i):l the night seasons,"
Psalm, xvi. 7. Case's Correotion, Instructiom: The Rod and the Word.

The church without Christ though attended by thousands is the emptiest
building in the world; but a church with Chris~ and only two or three
gathered in His name is the fullest house in the universe.-Selected.
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Ordination and Induction at Bracadale.

T HE Western Presbytery met on Monday< the 27th July in
Bracadale Free Presbyterian Church for the purpose of

ordaining and inducting the Rev. Malcolm Macsween, M. A., to
that charge. The Rev. John Colquhoun, Moderator, presided and preached
an appropriate discourse from 1. Peter, v. 2 and 4. After divine worship
the Clerk gave a narrative of the steps which led to the ordination and
Mr. Macsween having satisfactorily answered the questions put to him and
having signed the formula was ordained to the office of the ministry by
prayer and the laying on of the hands of the Presbytery, and, thereafter,
inducted to the pastoral charge of the congregation. Afterwards the
newly ,ordained minister was addressed in suitable terms by the Rev. A. F.
Mackay and the congregation by the Clerk.

'fhe weather was favourable and there were many present in the old
Parish Church-now owned by the Free Presbyterian congregation-to
witness the solemn service. It was in this church the Rev. Roderick
Macleod, Snizortt, used to pr'each when he was minister of the Parish and
was afterwards famous as the great evangelical preacher of Skye. The
CalI was signed by 267 members and adherants.

The late Mr. Duncan Mackinnon who looked after ,this congregation
for many years single~handed had the satisfaction of seeing it ,greatly
increased before he passed to his rest and had he been living would re­
,joice to see a minister settled over them. ,May the Lord bless abundantly
both pastor and congregation in all their interests and m!ty the HolY'
Spirit give him many seals to his ministry! The proceedings were brought
to a close by praise and prayer and an opportunity was given to the
congregation to shake hands with their minister as they were leaving the
church,-D. M. Macdonald, Clerk of Presbyrtery.

Church Notes.
Communions. .:- September, first Sabbath, Ullapool and Breasclete;

second. Strathy; third, Tarbert (Harris) and Stoer. October, first Sabbath
Tolsta; second, Ness and Gairloch; fourth, Wick, Lochinver and Greenock.
November, first Sabbath, Oban; second, Halkirk 'and Glasgow; third,
Edinburgh and Dornoch. SfYU;th Africa Mission.-The following are the
dates of' the Communions :-Last Sabbath of March, June, September and
December. NOTE.-Notice of any additions to, or alterations of, the
,above dates of Communions should be sent to the Editor.

Held over.-The review of the General Assemblies is held over.
Licensing of St1u1ent.----;-At a meeting of the Western Presbytery held

at Bracadale on 27th July, Mr. Donald Campbell, divinity student, was
licensed to preach the gospel.-D. M. M.

Tw,o 8er1Tl,ons.-We have received a copy of Two Sermons one by the
late Rev. Lachlin MackeIlllie,Lochcarron, preached in the year 1803, and
the other by Rev. Samuel Rutherford, preached in 1640. The sermons
have been published by Mr. K. Matheson, Carminish, Dingwall. 'fhe
booklet has a brief foreward by Rev. D. A. Macfarlane, M.A., Dingwall.
Copies (including both sermons) may 'be had from Messrs. Souter & Reid,
or Miss Maclean,Stationer, Dingwall, price 7d. per copy.
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Collection for this Month.-The collection for this month is for the
Ge,neral Building Fund. . .

Proceedings of Synod.-Parcels· of the Proc'eedings of 8gnod are ex­
pected to be ready this month. The price is 7d. per copy (8d. post free).
Parties receiving parcels will kindly 'send remitance and unsold copies to
Rev. R. Sinclair, Free -Presbyterian Manse, Wick, Caithness. Those who
have not received a sufficient number should indicat.e to Mr. Sinclair by
postcard the additional number required. Single copies may be had from
Messrs. Adshead & Son, 34 Cadogan Street, Glasgow, price 8d. post free.
As already announced readers abroad may receive copies from those whose
nll-mes and addresses were given in last issue.
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