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the fighting forces because of their essential work in Moral Rearmament­
w.b.atever that means. But aHer a struggle their applications have been
turned down and they, including "Bunny" Austin, have been ordered to
join up.. Apparently America, where this latest "ism" w~ born, does
not regard the followers of Dr. Frank Buchman as being on the same
level as Christian ministers. " Frank's" praise of Hitler has served to
discredit the Group Movement in the eyes of Americans and Britons.
The fact is that Frank Buchman and his Movement are being found out.

U.S. Archbishop Visits the Vatican.-The visit of the Roman Catholic
Archbishop Spellman, of New York, to the Pope, says the English Chiuffc1l,­
man (London), which is now proceeding, has created no little interest in
Roman Catholic quarters. It appears that the Archbishop has been
charged with a mission from President Roosevelt with whom, The Catlwlic
Herald reports as a noteworthy fact, he had two lengthy talks before flying
to Lisbon. The same paper says: "There is little support for the view
that Archbishop Spellman's mission is as broad as Mr. Myron Taylor's,
though one report states that the Holy Father wanted to see Myron Taylor,
but that the President asked Mgr. Spellman to go in his place" (which
seems a little hard on .Myron Taylor). '['he Universe, dealing with the
same subject, remarks that Archbishop Spellman "seems to have become
President Roosevelt's chief Catholic consultant" and that "he is well
acquainted with Vatican diplomacy, having served under the present
Pope for several years in the Secretariat of State."

The Na[:fis and the Vatican.-A recent issue of the Christian (London)
has the following note on this subject: "Now that plans for the political
and economic settlement of post-war Europe are being discussed on an
increasing scale, Protestants need to be on guard against those who are
rea,dy to press the claims of the Vatican to a seat at the Peace Conference.
Rome is too deeply compromised in its attitude toward the Axis to be
trusted to speak and act impartially. Bernhard Menne, a Social Demo­
cratic opponent of Hitler, in a volume just published, entitled, The Case
of Dr. Bruening" throws a lurid light on the part played by the German
Catholic C{Jntre Party in the conspiracy for the overthrow of the Weimar
Republic and the bringing of Hitler to power. In fact, everywhere in
Europe, the author declares, during the past twenty years, the Vatica.n
ranged itself behind militarists and Fascist parties. It behoves Pro­
testants, therefore, to scrutinize all movements which, under the plea of
unity and comprehension, are designed to further the anti-democratic
conspiracies of the Vatican." In acting under the above fashion a.nd
showing its sympathy with the totalitarian powers the Papacy is acting
consistently for it is in itself the most autrocratic totalitarian institution
,in the world.

Slaclcewilng in Moral Standards.-These words were used by Sir Thomas
Royden, chairman of the L.M.S. Company at the Annual General Meeting
of the Company held at Euston Station, London last month. In his review
Sir Thomas among other things said :-" I referred last year to theap­
palling dimensions which wholesale robbery and petty pilferage had
reached. In spite of every possible precautions we have not been able to
do more than arrest the growth of losses, and I regret that the situation
still shows no absolute improvement. Every practicable step that can
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be devised has been and is being taken, but the general slackening in
mor9,1 standards that is an almost invariable concomitant of war persists,
!l,nd until public opinion condemns dishonesty, the evil will continue."
We would not desire to utter one word to belittle the seriousness of the
situation. It reveals theft on a large scale but while deploring the lurid
light cast on slackening in moral standaTds we cannot shut our eyes' to the
fact that the railway companies themselves were robbers in a daring way
in rob1Jing God of His holy day. They baited the public by offering
cheap fares: they used the Lord's Day for work on that day. and offered
more than the ordinary pay on that day to their servants. We do not
mean to say that the stoppage of work and running Sabbath trains would
stop the wholesale thieving that is going on on the railways but it cer­
,tainly would give them a stronger position in the eyes of the Christian in
their protest against thieving and their helplessness to stop it.

"O'ut of the same Mouth proceedeth Blessing and Cursing."-These
words of James came to our mind when we read the other week extracts
of a speech made by Mr. Ivor Thomas, Labour M.P. for Keighley, and
who is very energetic as a propagandist for opening theatres on the Sab­
bath, in which he said recently: -" Cut out all this hyprocrisy and allow
the theatres to open freely on 'Sundays.''' "This bias," he continued
against the theatres is a relic from the days when actol'S were regarded
as rogues and vagabonds. I ask for permission to open the theatres on
, Sundays'; I desire also to open the churches on weekdays. Christianity
must be positive if it is to fulfil Christ's will, and cannot flourish on a
perpetual diet of 'Thou shalt not.' We wonder who made Mr. Thomas
an interpreter of Christ's will ~ Did he ever read the Sermon on the
Mount and feel as he read it the number of 'shall nots' implied in the
divine teaching. Are the people who go to the theatre on the Lord's
Day likely to be concerned whe'ther they will enter a place of worship
either on a week-day or Sabbath' The devil is playing with Mr. Thomas
and whispering in his ear that license free and unchecked is the same as
liberty.· Fortunately there are people in this country \vho are not so easily
fooled. One of the worst kinds of hyp0(jrisy is to pretend to have in­
terests of Christ in view when doing tIle work of the' devil. "Out of the
same mouth proceedeth blessing and eursing. My brethren these things
ought not so to be (James, iii. 10)."

The Bible.-At the annual meeting of the National of Scotland held
recently in Glasgow the Rev. Robert F. Chisholm, general secretary, said
that at this annual meeting they celebrated 400 years of the" open Bible"
in Scotland. In March, 1543, an Act of Parliamrnt was passed making
it lawful for every home in Scotland to possess a copy of the Holy Scrip­
tures. The Bible, or some portion of it, was now in over 1060 languages.
Already over 565,000 copies of the Service Testament had bern distributed
among the men and women in the Services.

"Wha.t maitters is to do the Will of God."-It is reported that when
Britain was hit with the whirlwind disaster in 1940 which well nigh laid
her low had it not been for the Lord's marvellous deliverance that the
late Lord Lothian, British Ambassador to the United States, made the
remark: "A few weeks may decide the fate of our Fleet, but that is
not what matters. What matters is to do the will of God and have no
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:£ean." That is well said but we would like to add that it is only by
grace from heaven that God's will' can be done. It is easy to say: "Thy
will be don.e" when all is going well with us but when our wills are
erossed by the divine Will, it is only grace that will enable us not only
to submit but to acquiesce in the divine Will.

Deifyilng Democrady.-While defending Democracy against the Totala-'
tarianism of the AXis Powers it would be well that we safeguard ourselves
against deifying Democracy. Democracy, as set before us by many of
the leading statesmen of the world and politicians, is exalted to a place
{)f dangerous pre-eminence. It requires safeguards based on the principles
of eternal law and righteousness. A godless democracy may be a tre­
mendous menace to religious liberty. While a democracy based on Christian
principles would prove a great blessing to those who came under its sway.
It is true, that malj.y of the statesmen of the Democratic Nations have
stressed this point and it is to be hoped that when the day COllies when,
if it is God's will, t~e Allied representatives sit around the Peace Con­
ference table that this matter will receive serious consideration when
the peace terms are agreed upon.

The Military Oath.-The Rev. Samuel Kennedy, according to instruc­
tions received from the Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
Ireland wrote to Sir James Grigg, ,secretary of State for War asking if
the following words in the oath taken by those joining the forces, "I
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to His. Majesty" and also the
words "faithfully defend His Majesty, in Person, Crown and Dignity,"
involved the swearer in obligation to own the Erastian supremacy of the
King or the Crown in things ecclesiastical. Sir J ames replied: -" I am
commanded by the Army Council to inform you that the Council have
satisfied themselves that the wording of the Oath of Allegiance taken by"
a recruit on enlistment does not carry an interpretation involving the
swearer in any obligation to own the supremacy of the King or the Crown
in things ecclesiastical. It is regretted that it was not possible to send
a reply earlier, owing to the fact 'that the. point which you raised
required careful research, which has necessarily taken some little time."

Church Notes.
Communions.-April, first Sabbath, Portnalong and Breasclete; second

Lochgilphead (cancellet!) and Fort William; third, Greenock; fourth,
Glasgow and Wick. May, first Sabbath, Kames and Oban; second, Scourie;
third, Edinburgh and Broadford. June, first Sabbath, Thurso. South
African Missiqn.-The following are the dates of the Communions:­
Last Sabbath of March, June, Septeniber and December. NOTE,-Notice
of any additions to, or alterations of, the above dates of Oommunions
should be sent to the Editor, Lochgilphead communion is not to be
observed this year,

Colleotion for this Month.-The Collection this month is for the first
(1943-4) Home Mission (Missionaries and Catechists) Fund.

l
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Notice to ConyregaJ;tionaZ Treasurers.-Congregational Treasurers are
reminded that copies of their financial statements, duly audited, are to be
sent to the Clerks of Presbyteries under whose jurisdiction their con­
gregations are.

Notice to Clerks of Kirk-SessiO'M and DeacO'M' Courts.-Clerks of
Sessions and of Deacons' 'Courts are hereby reminded that their records,
with Co=union Rolls, are to be sent for examination to the Clerks of
Presbyteries under whose jurisdiction their congregations are, not later
than the end of April. Su:fIicient to cover return postage should be
included.

Notice to Magazine Subscribers.-Subscribers are respectfully reminded
that their subscriptIons for 1943-44 are now due and Mr. John Grant, 4
Millburn Road, Inverness, will feel obliged by an early remittance. The
annual subscription is 4/6 post free. Subscribers are requested to read
the instructions on p. ii. .of the cover of the Magazine and to state whether
they are new or former subscribers when sending their subscriptions.
The subscription for the two Magazines-Free Presbyterian and Young
People's- 'is 7/6 post free.

Collection for Magazine Fwnd.-At last meeting of Synod a statement
was presented from the Treasurer, showing the monthly increase in ex­
penditure due to war conditions since the pre-war date. This increase
showed an expenditure of over £100 in the year. Included in this are
Postages and Freight Charges on Parcels. Rather than increase the
price of the Magazine the Synod decided to take up a Special Collection
from our Congregations and Mission Stations, in this way to tide over
any deficit in the Magazine Finances until better days.

London Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland (Eccleston Hall, EccZestlm
Sweet, Bucking:ham Palace Road, London, S.W.l), Communion Services.­
In connection with the dispensation of the Lord's Supper on Sabbath, the­
25th April, the following Services have been arranged (D.V.) to be con­
ducted by the Rev. D. A. MacFarlane, M.A., Dingwall, and Rev. James
Tallach, Kames. - Thursday, 22nd April, 7 p.m.; Friday, 23rd April, 3.30
p.m. (Gaelic)' 7 p.m. (Fellowship Meeting); Sautrday, 24th April, 3.30 p.m.
and 7 p.m.; Sunday, 25th April, 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic) and 5 p.m.
(English); Monday, 26th April, 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic) and 7 p.m.

Services are held every Sabbath at the same hours. Weekly Prayer
Meeting, Wednesday, 7 p.m.

Acknowledgment of Donations.
Mr. J. Grant, 4 1tflllburn Road, Inverness, General TreMurer,' acknOWledges with

~ateful tbanks the followlng;-
81l.tentaHon Fund.-Mr. J. N. M., Bayhead, Leverhurgh, £5; Mrs. F. C. Iron Lodge,

I KlIlllan, Ardelve, 5/6; :Mise M. M., Easter Feam, Ardgay, 4/6; F. McL., CI)'debank,
o/a St. Jude's,£I/IO/·; M. G., Bridge of AlIan, £3/10/-; :Miss N. C., The Towers.
Wllmslow, £1.

Lsgaov Ftmd.-Reeelved with grateful tbanks from the Executors of the late :Mi...
B. MaeGllllnay, Inverness the sum of £100 (Less Legacy Duty), bequeathed to the
Jewish and Foreign Mlsslous per Messrs. Morris 0& Maedonald, Solicitors.
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Organisation Fund.-J. McL, Drlnishader, Harrls, £1/5'.

B.A.F. Benevolent Fund.-Mlss K. M., Easter Feam, Ardgay, 5/-; Miss A. O. A.
Worthing, St. Michael's' Road, 5/&.

Prospective OMn" Misllion F'und.-Mr. J. N. M., Bayhead, Leverburgh, £5; Wellwlsher,
Skye, 10/·; F. McL., 16 George Orescent, Clydebank, 10/-; Mrs. O. M., 9 Swanwicl<
Avenue, Toronto, 10/.

Oolollial MisB'ion.-Mrs. GibBon, Salvador, Sask per Rev. D. Beatou, £2/4/9.

Jewish and Foreign Mis8'ion.s:--_... li Anon" for Kraal Schools, £25; l\Ir. 'J. N.' :M.,
Bayhea.d, Leverburgh, £5; M. G., Bridge of Allan, £1; S. M. 01grlnmore, Scotscalder,
12/6; Mrs. A. n., Mid Olyth, 2/6; Mrs. L M., Dalchreichart o/a Olothing Fund, 5/-;
Tpr. P. MacLeorl, Durham, 12/6; "Wellwlsher" per Rev. J. OolquhoWl, 10/-; Mis.
E. R., Bll""'ies, Golspie, 12/6; Mt's. M. G. RaaBay o/a Olothing FWld per Rev. N.
McIntyre, 10/-.

Magazine Fund.-Recelved with grateful thanks the following collectious.-Loch!nver
Congregation, £4/4; London Congregation, £3; Plockton Congregation, £2/6/8;
Stratherrick Oongregation, £2; Staflln Oongregation, £3/3.

Free l'IiBtribution Fund,-Mr. M. Mackeuzie, Ardneskan, Lochcarron, 5/-; Mrs. F. 0:,
Iron Lodge, Ardelve. 2/6; Rod. Kerr, QlaElhnessie, 5/-; Murdo Mackenzie, Ardnesk'an,
Lochcarron, 5/-; Miss MacOoll, BallachiIlIsh, 12/6; J. N. Morrison, Bayhead, Lever­
burgh, £2; "A Friend in apprecfation of February issue," 7/6; Mrs. D. Young, Druid
House, Kames, 2/6; Miss O. M. Macdonald, Hose Oattage, Kyle, 2/6; Hev. J. 001·
qnhoun, Glendale, 12/6; "Wellwisher" per Rev. J. Colquhoun, 10/-; Miss F. A.
Mackenzie, Oak Vllla, Lochinver, 15/·.

l-1.M. [I'01 4 0el1 Free D·j,.st"·lbuti<J'n Fu:nd.-John N. MacBeath, Arrina, 2/6; Mrs. M.
MacLeod, 1 Inverarish '.rerrace, Raasay, 5/6; Friend, Han'is, £1; Mrs. M. MacKinnon li

Gillin, Hallin, B'loye, 5/-; M. Btewnl't, Busby Creek, Kyle, 12/6; Mrs. MacKenzie,
Second Coast, Laid., 10/-; Mrs. Harry L. Evans, "Tillsonburg-, Ontario, £1/2/3.

The following 11sts have I)een sent In for pUblication:-
Appleoro48 Man-Be Building F''''d.-Rev. A. F. lIIackay, acknowledges with sincere

tbanks the following donations :-" Wellwisher," Glasgow per Mr. J. Grant, £10; Mrs.
J. M., Arrlna, 10/-; o/a Sustentation Fund, F. lI1., 10/-; .D. F., 10/-; both of Lonbaln
and 10/- from Mr•. 1. 1>1., Artlna o/a S. A. Clothing FWld.

Fort· WiZUam Ohuro/l, PurohaBe Fund.-Anon, £5; Ulg Congregation, £10; Fort
Willlam Congregation, £20/12/6.

Bt. Jude's Oon-gregation, Glaagow.-Mr. K. Maekay, Treasurer, thankfnlly acknow­
ledb"'s tbe follo.wing;-

SusteMalion. Fund.-Mr. and Mrs. M. McK., Airdrie, £1/10/-; Lt. Com., A, A, G.,
CUlliecoats, £2; Nurse L. McL., Fairlle per Rev. n. MacKenzie, £1; Mrs. Y., Stratlulv~n,

10/-; Anon, G/-.
Jew'is/i, and Foreign MrisB-ion8l.-Nul'sc L. ~IcL., Fairlie, per Rev. R. MacKenzie, £1;

Miss C. lIIcK., ManChester, 10/-; Anon, Glasgow Post Mark per D. Maedonald, £6/10/-.

Home lIlisfl'ion, Fund.-.-Anon, 10/·; Anon, 5/-; :Mrs. MeA.• North st., Glasgow per
A. Nicolson, £1; Anon, 3/-.

Poor of Oongregat-ion Fuml.-Hev. D. J. McAskill, Harris, £11.

Lochbroom OongregationaZ Funcls.-Rev. D. N. MacLeod, acknowledges ,'·vith sincere
thanks a donation of £8 from the Misses McL., Woodlands Road, Glasgow o/a Sus­
tentatlon Fund and £ir o/a F'orelgn Mission Fund from Miss R. MeL., Windermere.

Daviot Ohuroh Bui14,ing Futtd.-Miss I. M. CUmel'OD, Farr .acknowledges with grateful
tbanks a donation of 10/- from Mr. n. lI1., Balvonrne, llaviot per Mr. J. Grant.

London OongregMional FundB.-Rev. J. P. Macqueen acknowledges with sincere thanks
a donation ot £5 fl'om "A Friend," Invernessshire.

Raa8G!11 OongregatioHal Funds.-Mr. E. Ma.crae, Treasurer acknmvledg'es with sincere
thanks the following donations :-Nurse L. McL., Fairlie, £2 o/a ~ustentation Fund
and £1 from 11 A Friend," Kames per :Miss Tallach o/a Manse Building Fund.

TaU.ker O/l,uro/l, Building Fund,-T'he Treasurer acl$lowledges with gfllteful thanks
the following sums collected :-per Mr. M. Morrison, Portnalong, £16/3/6; per D.
McAskill, Fernlea, £9; per D. MorrisoD, Satran, £3; per J. Mclntyre, Carbost,
£6/10/6.

Uig Ohuro/l, Building Funa.-1'he Treasurer ackinowledges with sincere thanks the
following donations :-A. F., £1; GOUl'!e Villa, £1; Mr. A. C., £5; Miss O. £1; Mrs.
J., MeD., 10/-; Miss A. MeD., 10/-; Mr. A. MeD., £1; Two Wellwishers, £5; Friend,
£5; Two Wellwlshers, £2; Mrs. G., 10/-; all from Oban" MI'lJ. McE., Lochgllpllead, 5/-;
F. McL., London, 10/-; Mr•. MeD., Ft. Wllliam, £1; Mr. and Mrs. MeD., Ft. Wllliam,
£1; Mamor Cottage, Ft. Wllliam, £l.

Bt. Jude's Bout/l, African. OZotMng Fun.d.-The Committee acknowledges with grateful
thanks contributions amoWltlng to £16 and the following direct donation per Treasurer,
U Two Friends," Glasgow, £2.
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