















































5 g ree Drodbyienian Mogane,

Letter of the late Rev. Donald Macfarlane, Raasay (lately
of Dingwall) to Miss MacRae, Rona.

FREE Presbyterian Manse, Raasay, 8th April, 1901 -—Dear Miss

MacRae,—As I may not be able to visit you at Rona so soon as
I would wish I write you this note to express my deep sympathy with
you and all the rest of your household in your recemt bereavement; and
my prayer is that the Lord would comfort and support you all in your
sorrow. Finlay, your brother, was a Christian man for whom I had great
regard, and his removal from our midst I consider a great blank in our
congregation. I felt specially attached to him as we were together when
we were little boys; and the renewal of my acquaintance with him since
I came to Raasay intensified my love to him as I found that he was a
man of God. It is a comfort in the midst of our sorrow to think that
our departed friend is now past all tribulations, and enjoying his ever-
lasting rest with Christ.

I pray that the dispensation may be blessed to yow all, so that when
«eath comes to remove you from time to eternity it may find you in
Christ, the only refuge in which sinners are protected from the wrath
which is to come. Then you will find that the separation which death
made between you and your brother was but for a season; you will meet
again to part no more for ever. With our kind regards and sympathy,
Yours sincerely, D. Macfarlane, -

The Guiding Hand.

FPHE following letter appeared in a recent issue of the Daily Telegraph

and Morning Post and is printed through the kindly permission
of the Correspondence Editor of that paper. The letter is written by
Mr. A. T. Crowther, Deal:—* Mr. Herbert Johnstone’s reference to the
“ Guiding Hand ” leads me to recall that the delay in following up Dun-
kirk was doubtless due to the fact that the unusually fine weather pre-
ceding it had facilitated the British defeat, and the German army was
in advance of time-table. The time Hitler had fixed beforehand for the
invasion was September 16th to 20th, when the tides are such that the
attempts to swim the Straits used to take place. The weather then is
always calm and there is a harvest moon. But the Unseen Hand inter-
vened, and gales sprang up on the 17th and continued until after the
29th. The invasion boats collected at many points on the opposite coast,
had to be taken into harbours, where they made good targets for the
R.AF., but many were swamped on the way. 'The Germans then
announced that Providence had favoured the British twice (the first time
at the Miracle of Dunkirk, when the sea went flat and the tide stood
still for us), and that we were totally unworthy of the favours. We had
only to wait for the November or December fogs, for which the Channel
is well known, to get our deserts. But, for the first time in living memory,
there were no fogs that winter in the Straits.
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February 15th, 1941, was another invasion date, for which we were
shockingly ill-prepared. But on February 14th a submarine earthquake
oceured in the Atlantic, recorded at Kew, with hurricane damage in
Spain. The effects on the tidal system round these islands was naturally
censored, but it was immediate and prolonged. Ships were taken as much
as 80 miles off their course, and on the River Stour here it was high water
overflowing the banks, at times when the river should have been low.
This was the last invasion (so-called) “scare” before the German armies
marched east. Such deliberate acts of God with their powerful and far-
reaching effects are not to be treated to the inane stupidity of the word
“ coincidence,”

A Great Sin.

THE neglecting of the means of grace and accounting them a commion
thing is one of the erying sins of our day. That sin, says Thomas
Shephard the noted New England divine is next to the unpardomable sin.
“Oh,” he writes, “If the Spirit be glorious then is the gospel glorious.
If the ministry of men could bring in, and draw with them the princes
of this world, and all their wealth to serve you, angels and their ministry,
nay bring Christ Himself bodily to you, how glorious were this? But
what is this to bring the Spirit into a sty, into thy soul! Oh, therefore,
take heed of a light esteem of the gospel as those in Matt. xxii. 3, who
were shut out. Now must speak something. Take heed you that have
once esteemed it, of accounting it a common thing (it ig next to the
unpardonable sin) of accounting the gospel ministers, truth, justifieation by
faith, etc., common things. See them glorious. The greatest glory that
ever was in the world, did once lie hid under the meanest outside, viz.,
Jesus Christ, and yet the Apostle beheld His glory. So the gospel is most
glorious now, as being His glass, and this notwithstanding is most mean
in the account of many. Paul iz in the eyes of the Corinthian doctors
a mean man, his presence was contemptible, his Words mean also; men
despised them "—Thomas Shephard.

Notes and Comments.

Popery on every Coin of the Realm.—The Rev. E. H. Titcombe in the
Irish Ewvangelical (Belfast) has a timely critical article on Traet 61 of
the Catholic Truth Society in which a claim is made that Popery is on
every coin of the Realm. The reference is to the title—Fidei Defensor,
Defender of the Faith—conferred on Henry VIII. by Pope Leo X. as
a reward for Henry’s attack on Luther. The above Society asserts that
England should return to her Mother, the Church of Rome, which she
forsook at the Reformation. On the same lines of argument Mr. Titcombe
maintains that Romanism should return to Paganism as she has on her
medals the title Pontifex Maximus. The legend on our coinage, papal
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in origin though it be, was annexed Act 35 Hen. c¢. 3 to the Crown. It
would be better that the title coming from such an unworthy sourée as
Leo X. had been allowed to pass into well deserved oblivion both on
account of the giver and the recipient.

A True Assessment of the Veraocity of Certain who posed as Prophets.—
In his Memoir and Remains of Rev. D. Macdonald, Shicldaig, the late Rev.
D. Macfarlane has some pertinent remarks against certain prophetic
utterances made in 1893 when our Church came into existence. ¢ Some
men thought, said, and wished, that our Church would not grow larger
than its first small beginning. Dr. W. C. Smith, speaking from the Mode-
rator’s ‘Chair in the [Free Church| General Assembly, compared our move-
ment in defence of God’s truth and cause to the steam issuing from a
small teapot that would soon exhaust itself by the process of evaporation.
But he was disappointed. Dr. Walker, the Editor of the Free Chuwrch
Monthly, publiely predicted that our Church would, in the course of three
or four years, become extinet, and the reason he gave was that our funds
would by that time be exhausted! The wish was father to the thought.
But so far as this prophecy of that rev. gentleman is concerned, all that
he has for it is that he bears the mark of a false prophet (Jer. xxviii.
9). His prediction did not come to pass. Our movement was not of man,
but of God, and so long as we, as a Church, faithfully adhere to, and
display the banner we have been enabled to lift up for the sake of this
truth in our land in a backsliding age, no weapon formed against thee
shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against us in judgment
we shall condemn. ¢ This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord,
and their righteousmess is of me saith the Lord.” This was written in
1903; this is now 1943; and notwithstanding the various predictions of
the greater and minor prophets of that discredited school we are still
in existence. Dr. Smith and Dr. Walker made the mistake of their lives
in singling out the future of the Free Presbyterian Church as 'a subject
on which to exercise their assumed prophetic gifts, for in doing so they
exposed themselves to the deserved ridicule of all men of good will who
value veracity more than unfulfilled assertions and sober statement rather
than reckless words. We refrain from saying anything meantime in
reference to the minor and later prophets of the same bad school except
that they, like their predecessors, make it quite plain that the gift they
pride themselves in is the very one in which they prove to be glaringly
lacking. :

NOTE.—The review of the General Assemblies and other articles are held
over until next issue. Owing to the Glasgow Fair Holidays this issue may
be later in reaching our readers. May we remind our readers that owing to
war conditions, shortage of staff, etc., the issue of the Magazine involves
many more difficulties than in pre-war days to all concerned with its issue.
We are sure, when thus reminded, our readers will make allowance for
delays in receiving their copies and for other short comings incident to
the disturbance caused by war conditions.
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Church Notes.

Commumions.—August, first Sabbath, Dingwall; second, Portree; third,
Finsbay, Laide, Bonarbridge; fourth, Vatten; fifth, Stornoway. September,
first Sabbath, Ullapool and Breasclete; second, Strathy; third, Tarbert
(Harris) and Stoer. . October, first Sabbath; Tolsta; second, Ness. South
African Mission.—The following are the dates of the Communions:-—
Last Sabbath of March, June, September and December. NOTE—Notice
of any additions to, or alterations of, the above dates of Communion
should be sent to the Editor.

Collection for August—The Synod appointed the Collection for the
College Fund to be taken up this month.

Day of Humiliation and Thanksgiving.—Wednesday, the 8th of Septem-
ber, has been appointed by the Synod as a day of Humiliation for our
national sins and Thanksgiving in recognition of the Lord’s goodness
to us notwithstanding all our abounding sins.

Synod Proccedings—Parcels of the Synod Proceedings will soon be
issued as formerly. The price per copy is 8d. Those receiving money
from sales of copies, please mote that the cash is to be sent this year,
to Mr. John Grant, General Treasurer, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness—and
not to Rev. R. R. Sinclair. Mr. Grant will acknowledge receipt of cash
sent to him.—Robert B. Sinclair, Clerk of Synod.

Copies of Synod Proceedings for Readers Abroad.—Readers in U.S.A.,
Canada, New Zealand and Australia may have copies from the following:
U.8.4.—Mr. Roderick’ Macleod, 21 West 21st Street, New York ; Mr.
Kenneth Mackenzie, 314 David Whitney Building, Detroit, Mich.; Mr.
Isaac Morrison, 9330 Savery Street, ' Detroit, Mich.; price 16 cents.
Canada.—Mr. Roderick Campbell, 168 Briar Hill Avenue, Toronto, Ontario;
Mr. John Ross. 1162 Dominion Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba; Mr. John
Brand, 418 24th Street, W., Saskatoon; Mr. Angus Beaton, 440 21st
Avenue West, Calgary, Alta.; Mr. Hugh Mackay, 778 23rd Avenue West,
Vancouver, B.C., price 16 cents. New Zealand.—Mr. Donald Beaton,
Matiere, King Country, North Auckland, price 11d. (New Zealand cur-
rency). Awstralia.—Mr. Murdo MacGregor, 19 Hodge Street, Hurstville,
Sydney, N.S.W.; Mr. Donald J. Shaw, 33a Clarence Street, Grafton,
N.8.W.; price 11d. (Australian currency). Copies of the Proceedings
will be sent abroad to these addresses whenever received from the
printers.

Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges with
grateful thanks the following donations:—

Bustentation Fund.—Mr. J. MacDonald, Dusary per Rev. W. B, Nicolson, £100;
Mr. and Mrs. Gillies, 3830 Park Boul.,, Oakland, California, £20; Mr. J. Martin,
Ivy Bank, Noble Hill, Dumfries, £2; R. McL., Inverness, £1; Miss J. B. M., 1256 H.
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Clyde Street, Helensburgh, 10/-; Mr. E., MecK., Carr Bridge, £l1; Proverbs, 3-27,
£2; Ed. M., Carrigrich, Harris, £1.

Home Mission Fumd.—A Friend, Assett, Yorkshire, 12/6; Proverbs, 3-27, £1 ;
Mrs. Henderson, Ailsa Craig, Ontario, £4/9s.; Miss D. Macleish, Ailsa Craig, Ontario,
£4/9s.

Organisation Fund.—Mr. E. McK., Carr Bridge, £1.

Ching Mission Fund.~—Mr. J. M., Ivy Bank, Noble Hill, Dumfries, £1; ‘ K. M.
M.,”’ Snizort, Skye, £20; Plockton Congregation Prayer Meeting Collection on behalf
of China Famine Fund per Mr. A. Mackenzie, £10/9s./2d.

R.A.F. Benevolent Fund.—‘‘L. M.,”” Rogart, 5/-.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.~—K. M. M., Snizort, Skye, £20; Mrs. J. M. Nicolsou,
Ingwenya Mission, South Africa, £25; ‘‘ Friend of the Cause,”’ per Mr. Wm. McLean,
Ness, £50; Miss J. BE. M., Helensburgh, 10/-; A Friend, Newtonmore, 15/6; Mr.
M. McA., Glendale per Rev. N. MclIntyre, £5 ; M. McR., Dingwall, per Mr. K.
Matheson, £1; J, M., Ivy Bank, Noble Hill, Dumfries, £2; Friend, Inverness, £1;
Inverness Friend per Mr, M. Campbell, 10/-; R.A.F. Friend, Inverness, 10/-; Mr.
James Cameron, Auchterneed, 10/-.

Literagture to H.M. Forces Fund.—Alex. MacLeod, Duart, Nedd, Drumbég, 4/6;
Wm. M. Swanson, Heathfield, Thurso, 2/6; Wm. Cameron, Mackintosh, Colerne, Wilts,
4/9; Migs C. Mackenzie, 28 North ‘Tolsta, Stornoway, bB/6; °° Wellwisher,”” Mary-
burgh, 2/6; *‘ Friend, Stirling ’’ per Rev. Wm. Grant, Halkirk, £2; ‘“A. H,” for
Testaments per Rev. Wm. Grant, 5/-; Mr. M. Mackenzie, M.A., Thurso Road, Wick,
10/-; “ K. M. M.,” Snizort, Skye, £5; Mrs. Gutrhie, Purley, Surrey, 5/-; ‘L. M.,”
Rogart, 5/-; Inverness Friend, 4/-; ¥riend, Skye, 1/-; Miss C. Nicolson, Garden,
Bucklyvie, 5/6. » = :

?
Free Distribution.—Mrs, MacDowall, Killochan Castle, Ayr, 2/6; John Mackleod,
1 Balmeanach, Raasay, 2/6; Mr. K. Matheson, Dingwall, 10/-; Angus Munro, Nedd,
Drumbeg, 2/6.

The following lists sent in for publication :—
Daviot Church Building Fund.—Miss I. M. Cawmeron, Farr, acknowledges with
grateful thanks the following donations :—Mrs. C. Brinmore, £1; Mr. A. McL., 4/-.

North Uist Oongregational Funds.—Rev. W. B. Nicolson, acknowledges with grateful
thanks the following donations :—on behalf of Bayhead Church, £10; Claddach Mission
House, £5; Hougharry Mission House, £5; Sollas Mission House, £5; all from Mr.
John Macdonald, Dusary, North TUist; Friend, Oban, £1; Friend, Uist, £2; Friend,
Kames, £1; ¥riend, Uist, £1. ’

Roaasey Manse Building Fund.—Mr. Ewen MacRae, Treasurer, acknowledges with
sincere thanks the following donations :—** Friend,”” Raasay, £1; N. McK., Fernes,
£1; Friend, Raasay, 10/-; M. L., Arrina, Shieldaig, per J. MacLennan, £1; * Psgalm
21 per J. J. T. £1.

Talisker Church Building Debt.—Mr. Peter Beaton, Treasurer, Struan, acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following sums collected by J. MeclIntrye, Carbost,
£3/8s./6d.; by M. Morrison, Portnalong, £12/2/-; P. Macqueen, Drynoch, £4/10/-;
D. Macpherson, Bynort, £3/13/-; D. MacAskill, Fernlea, £5; Miss F. A. Campbell,
Ebodt, £4/8s./6d.; David Beaton, Gesto, £3/14/-.

Utg Church Building Debt.—The Treasurer acknowledges with sincere thanks the
following sums collected from Lacklea, Harris, £5; from Stockinish, £6/4s./6d.;
from Quidinish, £2/10/- ’

South African Mission Clothing Fund.—DMrs. Millér, 7 West Banks Terrace,v Wick,
acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—‘‘ A Friend”’ Raasay,
./6; Mrs. C. L., Strathy, £1; Miss McA., Tarbert, Harris, £1; “K. M. M,°’
Snizort, Skye, £5, per Mr. J. Grant.



