




















Notes and Comments. _1}'?

The Lord’s Coniroversy with Britain.—Mr. H. H. Martin in his little
booklet Victory is of the Lord says: “ Alas, in our gemeration multitudes
seem to be turning their backs on these precious privileges. Many in our
Jand have apostatized, gone astray. In numberless lives God is forgotten,
His Day defiled, His Word set at naught. Forces of unrighteousness are
busy. They are like enemies within the gates, the Devil’s Fifth Column-
ists. Let us name a few of them. 1. Bible neglect; 2. Sabbath pro-
fanation; 3. Drink curse; 4. Gambling mania; 5. Excessive pleasure-
seeking; 6. Moral laxity in many circles; 7. Alarming increase in juvenile
crime. Can we wonder that such a “ vampire of evil ” is seriously sapping
the spiritual life-blood of our Nation, Surrely God must have a con-
troversy with us—a controversy that cannot be settled on the battlefields
but only on our knees.

Dr. Begg’s Sermon.—We take the liberty of calling our readers’ at-
tention to the noble sermon from this eminent witness of Christ in the
December and January issues of the Magazine. Our readers are indebted
to Rev. D. A. Macfarlane, Dingwall, who called our attention to the
sermon and transcribed it for the Magazine.  This is the second Com-
munion Sermon of Dr. Begg’s which has appeared in the Magazine—the
former appeared in December, 1928 (Vol. xxxiii. p. 324). Owing to the
length of the sermon and our limited space in these days of paper con-
trol we were necessitated in dividing it into two parts. Dr. Begg’s war-
fare against the incoming innovations in the Free Church is apt to leave
on the mind of the ill-informed ‘the impression that he was more of a
belligerent ecclesiastic than an expounder of the sweet . consolations
of the gospel of Jesus Christ. That idea is altogether erroneous and
anyone who reads these sermons cannot help feeling that the preacher
had audiences of a very intimate kind with his Lord and Master. The
sermons are fragrant with the aroma of the ivory palaces with the aloes,
myrrh and cassia of the King’s garments with whom he had communion.

Entertainments for Charitly on the Lord’s Day.—At the end of last
month the daily papers had prominent paragraphs with such headings as
this: “ No Sunday Shows for Charity: Aectors’ Withdraw.” You would
thinki that a great calamity had hit the country. What was it all about?
Simply this that owing to a certain law still on the statute book these
playactors were not allowed to charge money for entertainments they
gave on the Sabbath. And it was stated that these said charities will
lose nearly £100,000 a year. If these entertainments are given for the
sake of charities could they not bhe given on a week-day ¢ and has it
come to this that people must be entertained on the Lord’s Day to get
them to contribute to charities? It is time this hollow hypocrisy be ex-
posed and that the playactors who have no respect for the divine law
should be checked by human law. There will no doubt be a copious flow
of crocodile tears shed over this business but if the playactors and their
patrons -are so deeply interested in charities let them send their contribu-
tions to deserving institutions instead of passing them on through the
theatre tills.

Actors and the Law.—These gentlemen, at least, their spokesman is
evidently hurt that they have been pulled up by the Lord’s Day Observance
Society (London). The Secretary, Mr. H. H. Martin said that his Society
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were determined to fight “this new form of agitation with all the means
in its power. This theatrical declaration is another instance of ugly
vested interests at work. It is a back-door method of trying to secure
what Parliament in 1941 refused to allow. The representation that these
¢ Sunday’ performances are a benefit to charity is an exploitation of that
worthy cause.” One of the spokesmen for the actors suggested that a
bill should be introduced into Parliament to cancel the existing law. The
London Correspondent of the Scotsman thus comments on this sugges-
tion:—“ One of the suggestions, that a Bill should be rushed through
Parliament to exempt entertainments arranged speecially for the troops
and for charities, embodies a rather sanguine view of the ease which any
change in the existing law ean be made. It would be an ideal subject
for a debate on a private member’s Bill, but facilities for such debates
are no longer provided, and controversjal legislation is likewise deemed
outside the scope of practical politics at present. No subject would pro-
bably lead to greater controversy than further relaxation of the law
governing, ‘Sunday’ entertainments. The ‘Sunday’ opening of theatres
in London was defeated on a Parliamentary vote, and the extension
governing entertainments for the troops has not passed unchallenged. Mr.
Barr and two other Socialist members put down an amendment to the
Address regretting the ‘Sunday’ opening of cinemas in the Scottish
Command. It is not one of the amendments which are to be called in
the debate on the Address, but another Parliamentary opportunity may
be found for discussing the matter.”

Religious Education in England.—In a recent issue we called attention
to a leaflet issued by the Sovereign Grace Union in which extracts from
two of the most widly-used agreed syllabuses of religious instruction were
given which showed they inculeate teaching subversive to the authority of
Scripture. At a meeting of representatives of Evangelical Societies under
-the Chairmanship of Sir George Hume the following letter has been addres-
sed to the President of the Board of Education:—“ We the undersigned,
representing a large body of opinion in the country, viewing with concern
the materialistic tendencies of modern school teaching, and believing
that the only basis of a sound educational system is to be found in the
Biblical principles of the Christian religion, beg wholeheartedly to sup-
port the proposal to raise the status of religious instruection in the schools.
To this end, we respectfully urge that no syllabus of religious instruction
be recognised, or be permitted to be adopted by any educational Authority,
which tends to lower the authority and dignity of Holy Scripture as
divinely-inspired and inerrant; and that in the event of any ‘agreed’
gyllabus continuing to be employed, any statement contained therein
which implies that portions of Holy Scripture are mythical, legendary or
unreliable, be deleted. In support of this plea we submit (a) that such
implications inevitably detract from the weight of the moral lessons con-
veyed, (b) that at best they are based upon theories which are continually
being discredited by subsequent investigation, and (e¢) that where such
theories are fully developed (as in Germany in recent years) they under-
mine the authority of religion, and ultimately prove subversive of the
best interests of the State. Turthermore, such teaching does not accord
with the findings of the Report of the Consultative Committee on Books
in Public Elementary Schools issued by the Board of Education (1928)
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which stated that it is ¢ more important than ever that adequate facilities
for Bible reading should exist in schools,” and ‘it is hardly necessary to
say that we deprecate the pubhcatlon of any books for schools use which
attempt to retell the Bible story in other words.’ Devoutly believing
Holy Scripture to be the fully-inspired Word of God, we are convinced
that the propagation of doubts concerning its reliability is a large con-
tributory cause of the decline in religion, due to the altered place of the
Bible in home and national life, and we therefore beg that our representa-
tions be accorded the most careful consideration.”

Anti-Jewish Frenzied Madness.—Hitler’s Anti-Jewish madness if all
reports be true has reached a stage of fremzy. The Glasgow Herald in
a leading article says: “ There is one people, however, whom the enemy
has doomed not merely to decimation and slavery, but to complete annihi-
lation. It is now clear that HITLER means precisely what he said when
he talked of the liquidation of the Jewish problem. The persecution of
the Jews, serious enough in Germany before the war, and in Poland and
other Eastern Buropean countries after the German invasions, has now
developed almost unimaginable ferocity.  There seems to be no doubt
that what is now taking place on Polish and Russian territory is simply
the planned (and very rapid) extermination off the Jews of Europe. . . .
The crime is almost too great and too wanton to be fully realized by
civilized peoples.” On Sabbath, 13th December, Jews throughout Britain
held a day of fasting and mourning for the million and a half Jews
massacred in Poland. ’

Bombing of Rome.—Replying to a question by Lord Wedgwood, in the
House of Lords recently, Lord Sherwood, Under-Secretary of State for
Air, said it was not possible without giving information to the enemy to
indicate future operations in the air, but it might suffice if he reiterated
the Prime Minister’s words that we should not hesitate to bomb Rome if
the course of the war rendered such action helpful. The public press of
16th December announces that the Vatican had lodged a protest at Lon-
don and Washington against the bombing of Italian cities. Bombing is
one of the Satanic accompaniments of modern warfare and while deplor-
ing it with all our heart we cannot help asking did the Vatican send a
protest to Hitler and Mussolini when British towns and cities were
bombed. ¢

A Tremendous Expenditure~—The country is spending £340,000,000 2
year on smoking. What worries me is the absorption of labour and
material in the shape of transport, not only of the tobacco, but of all the
wrappings of the tobacco, and of its ultimate distribution throughout the
country. Does such a figure as this disclose self-denial, or does it dis-
close self-indulgence?—Lorp KINDERSLEY, President, National Savings
Committee.

Church Notes.

Commumions.—J anuary, last Sabbath, Inverness; February, first Sabbath,
Dingwall; third Stornoway. Souwth African Mission.—The following are
the dates of the Communions: Last Sabbath of Marech, June, September,
and December. NOTE.—Notice of any change, or alteration, of the
above dates of Communions should be sent to the Editor.
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Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges with
grateful thanks the following donations :—

Susteniation Fund.—Anonymous, Edinburgh postmark, £9; M. C. McK., Kildermorie,
Alness, £2; Miss H. R., Backies, Golspie, £1; ‘‘Strontian,”” £1; Anon, o/a Beauwly
Congregation, £1; Mr. J. McL., Box 464, New Westminster, B.C., £5.

Home Mission Fund.—Miss R. Backies, Golspie, £1/10/-.

Prospective Ohina Mission.—Wellwisher, Broadford, 10/-; M. McL.,, Newpark,
Callanish, Lewis, £1; Anon, Ross-shire, 10/-; Rod. McK., Inyerness, 10/-.

Organisation Fund.—Mr E. McK., Dalrachney, Carr Bricige, £1.

R.A.F. Benevolent Fund.—Rod. McK., Inverness, 5/-; Mr. A. C., No, 1 Watford,
Oatario, 8/11.

The following lists have been sent in for publication :(—

Inverness COongregational Fumds.—Mr. Wm. Mackenzie, Treasurer, acknowledges with
sincere thanks the following donations:—

Mr. . M., Syduney, Australia, £1; and 5/- from Gur. Sinclair o/a Sustentation Fund.

London Congregational Funds.~—Rev. J. P. Macqueen, begs to ackmowledge with sin-
cere gratitude the sum of £1 from Mr. ¥. M, Sydney, Australia.

Halkirk Congregaitiom.—Rev. W. Grant acknowledgeg receipt of £1 postmark, Domoch,‘;
for National Bible Society (Forces Distribution).

Uig Church Building Fund.—The Treasurer acknowledges with sincere thanks the
following donatious :—Nurse McQ., £1; Miss M, Mangersta, £1; Mr. and Mrs. M.
McR., Ardroil, £1/10/-; Miss McI, Ardroil, £1; P. McR., Ardroil, 10/-; K. M., Ardroil,
10/-; Mrs. D. Mcl, Ardroil, £1; Miss McA., Valtos, £1; Postmaster Stornoway, £1;
A. McR., Aird, 10/-; M. McL., Stornoway, Collecting Card, £20/8/-.

South African Mission—Clothing Fund.—DMrs. Miller, Wick acknowledges with grate-
ful thanks the following donations :—>Miss McC., Kames, £1; Mr. James Cameron,
Strathpeffer, 10/-; M. Rod. McK., Inverness, per Mr. J. Grant, £1/10/-.

8t. Jude’s South African Clothing Fund.—The Committee acknowledges with grate-
ful thanks contributions amounting to £12 and the following direct donationg per
Treasurer :(—Miss . McK., Manchester, 10/-; ‘ Wellwisher,”” Glasgow, £1.

Racsay Manse Building Fund.—Mr. ¥. Macrae, Treasurer, acknowledges with sin-
cere thanks the following donations:—Two Z¥riends, Glendale, £2; Friend, Straffin,
£1; F¥riend, Applecross, £2; Two Friends, Raasay, £1/10/-; Mrs. A. M., Glenelg,
7/6; Triend, Tomatin per Mr. J. Grant, £1; also o/a Sustentation Fund, 10/- from
Wellwisher, H.M. Torces, Field P.0,

Jewish and Foreign Missions.—F.P. Friend in Canada, Half-yearly Contribution,
£10/6/3d.; Rev. N. Mcl., Edinburgh, £10; Anon, Ross-shire, o/a Forward Movement,
£5; Anon, Broadford, o/a Shangani Mission, 10/-; A Widow’s Mite, Applecross, £2;
Fsalm, 23, Verse 1, o/a S.A. Mission Schools, £2; Anon, Kyle postmark, o/a S.A.
Kraal Schools, £10; Mr. E. McK., Dalrachney, Carr Bridge, £1; Mrs. M. McL., View-
park, Callanish, Lewis, £1; Miss M. M., Inverness, 10/-; ‘' Wellwisher,”” Lochbroem
per Rev. N. McIntyre, £1; Anonymous, per Rev. N. McIntyre, £10/0/6d.

F.P. Magazine—DFree Distribution Fund.—Misses Fraser, St. Giles, Kingussie, 12/6;
Mr. R. Mackenzie, Glen Urquhail Road, Inverness, 5/-; Mrs. Mackenzie, 10 Mid St.,
Clachnaharry, 2/6.

H.M. Forces Magazine Fund.—Mrs. W. Macleod, Badcoll, Scourie, 4/6; Mr. Rod.
Mackenzie, Inverness, 5/-; Mr. M. Macleod, Stanley Cottage, Broia, 7/6. '

Lists sent in:—

Oban Congregational Funds.—£1l from Mr. IFarquhar Matheson, Sydney, Australia
per Mr. John CGrant, General Treasurer.





