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Another Foreign Office Blunder.

THE following letter appeared sometime ago in the columns of the

British Weekly and was passed by the Censor:—“On October 7th
the Daily Telegraph reported a question in the House of Lords by Lord
Marley, and the reply by Lord Snell. It appears that ¢ with the approval
of the Foreign Office,” Mr, Arnold Lunn was sent to South America, and
that, posing as an authority on Spain, he suggested a fear lest victory
for the United Nations should mean a victory for Communism, The
American newspaper P.M. said that this enterprising gentlemen “had a
record in written and spoken words that could only cause damage to the
Allied cause wherever he went in South America.” Public opinion in
America was so outraged that Mr. Lunn has been recalled.

What must be the effect in Russian when it is known that the British
Foreign Office sent a Roman Catholic gentleman to America whose ack-
nowledged mission could not but alarm our Russian Allies. We all know
that many individual Roman Catholics are loyal to the Allied cause and
are bearing their full share of the national effort and sacrifice. A man’s
religion—in a Protestant country—is his own affair; but Papal political
influence at work in the Foreign Office is another matter. In the years
before the war our Vatican-inspired foreign policy in our dealings with
Italy, Spain and Russia was one of the immediate causes of the war; and
if this insididhs fifth-column work is still going on while we are ﬁghtmg
for our lives the situation is truly appalling.

The Papacy in the most gigantic and ably conducted political
organisation in the world, its central administration consists in
an Italian Pope, thrity-one Italian Cardinals and twenty-six Cardinals
of mixed nationalities. It has its enthusiastic propagandists in every
corner of the world. It is well-known that the heads of the Viechy govern-
ment are hand-in-glove with the Papacy, and Laval, with whom Sir
Samuel Hoare made proposals against Abyssinia, is .persona grata at the
Vatican. When the Australians were smarting because of our inability
to check Japan’s aggression Archbishop Mannix poured acid into the
wound by suggesting that England, as usual was letting Australia down.
The isolationist anti-British movement in America is largely Roman
Catholic.  Southern Ireland, rooted and grounded in priesteraft, is tsill
bitterly antagonistic to England.

There is abundant evidence that Free Church people * and certain of
their leaders are insufficiently informed concerning the historical record
and present character and aims of the Papacy, and are willing to frater-
nise with Cardinal Hinsley and his friends in the “ Sword of the Spirit”
movement.

This letter is written in hope that you will be willing to allow me te
place before your readers certain relevant facts which may otherwise
escape their attention.”

* That is Bnglish Nonconformists.
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War Effort on the Sabbath.

OO many enterprises are being booked for the Lord’s Day. Thanks
to laws and customs established by the conviction of God-fearing
people who laid the foundation of the American way of life, the Lord’s
Day has been till now a day empty of ordinary pursuits and obligations.
This made it a shining mark for the harassed planner who found six days
all too short for the crusades, ceremonies, ovations, collecting campaigns,
and other incidental things which seem to belong to the war effort as we
practice it here in the United States. “ War effort ” and “ defense’” are
magic words, and it is easy to steal the Sabbath. Protests from clergy-
men strike a sour note to some. It sounds like ‘crabbing.” Complaint
is answered by saying that people can still go to church if they want to:
that they do not go anyway; that the Lord’s Day is the only day left for
these extraneous pursuits, and so forth. We believe that some of this
infringement upon the Lord’s Day is deliberate. The Sabbath has been
a target for attack for a long time by certain elements. More of it is
misguided zeal on the part of super-patriots, who cannot distinguish be-
tween values. Much of it is unnecessary, and a little good-tempered
planning would stop it.  Church interests should avoid the carping,
censorious tone of complaint and personal injury. But, nonetheless, the
fact should be stressed with earnestmess, that if one single thing were to
be made a symbol of the liberties we seek to defend, the Lord’s Day
might well be that symbol. It stands for God, for worship, for rest, for
individual initiative, for reading—in short, for liberty. On the other
hand, nothing is more characteristic of the Nazi method than this
organized parading, mass formation, radio haranguing ,and other stage
effects. It presumes a servile and childish mind.

Satan is a master in using self-interest as a weapon to further the
interests of his kingdom and win the support of unthinking men and
women, The above extract from the Covenanter Witness the organ
of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. exposes this cun-
ning scheme,

Notes and Comments.

“ Sunday ” Theatres—The agitators of the opening of theatres on the
Lord’s Day are not getting every thing their own way. The ranks of the
theatrical profession are divided and the hypoeritical cant of actors is
exposing them in certain quarters to well-deserved ridicule. The Lord’s
Day Observance Society, London, under its energetic Secretary, Mr. H.
H. Martin, has done excellent work in enlighting public opinion. ‘

Cunning New Move to open Theatres on the Sabbaih.—An attempt is
to be made to come to some agreement among the theatrical profession
who are divided on this question. “TFor this purpose,” says the London
Political Correspondent of the Glasgow Herald, “a mnew resolution has
been framed for consideration which, if it meets with substancial agree-
ment among actors and actresses, will be placed on the Order Paper of
the House. This resolution seeks to meet the objection made to the open-
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ing of theatres for private gain by stipulating that all surplus receipts,
after the payment of reasonable expenses, shall be devoted to charity.
The permission of the local a,uthorlty is to be necessary before perfor-
mances can be given, a notablé concession to some opponents of the pro
posal. Although the main purpose of the promoters of the resolution is
to provide entertainment for the troops and war workers, it is not
suggested that the genmeral public should be excluded.”

Moving with the times—A proposal that Sabbath evening worship
should take the form of a cinema service once a month according to a
Glasgow Herald report, met with strong criticism when it was suggested
by the Rev. R. W. A. Begg to the congregation of Tain Parish Church
at the annual business meeting. Mr. Begg who was elected minister of
Tain six months ago, stated that he had already been subjected to ecriti-
cism on account of other innovations, and urged the congregation to move
with the times. Pastorial visitation during his stay in Tain, he said, had
revealed that two-fifths of the population professed no allegiance to any
Church. If modern methods could bring them within the Church they
should be tried. It was decided not to adopt the proposal for the present.
It was in the parish church of Tain that the saintly ministers, Dr. Angus
Mackintosh and his son and successor, Dr. C. C. Mackintosh preached.
Their labours as ministers of Christ were greatly blessed. What a change
has come over the parish church of Tain!

Slavery Abolished in Ethiopia.— The Anti-Slavery Reporter and Abori-
gines’ Friend ” expresses gratification that the status of slavery has now
been abolished by the Ethiopian Government, and in giving a historical
résumé of the matter, states that: “In 1924 a decree was issued which
provided that everyone born after the date of the decree should be born
free, and it prohibited the sale or gift of slaves. In 1931 it was further
prov1ded that all slaves should be emancipated within a year of the
death of their masters. But Ethiopia did not ratify the International
Slavery Convention of 1926, and until August 26th last, did not abolish
the status of slavery in Ethiopia in the case of slaves who did not come
within the scope of the decrees of 1924 and 1931. These Proclamations
mark another step on the road of reform, on which the Government of
Ethiopia is to be congratulated. But an institution of so long standing
as slavery has been in Ethiopia is not so easily terminated by Proclama-
tions and Recrees alone, and it will require vigilance by the Ethiopian
Slavery Suppression Service to stamp out slavery in that country.”

Church Notes.

Commumions.—March, first Sabbath, Ullapool ; second, Portree and
Nesg; third, Finsbay and Lochinver; fourth, Kinlochbervie and North
Tolsta.  April, first Sabbath, Portnalong and Breasclete; second, Loch-
gilphead and Fort William; third, Greenock; fourth, Glasgow and Wick.
May, first Sabbath, Kames and Oban; second, Scourie; third, Edinburgh
and Broadford. South African Mission.—The following are the dates of
the Communions:—Last Sabbath of March, June, September and Decem-
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ber. NOTE.—Notice of any additions to, or alterations of, the above
dates of Communions should be sent to the Editor.

Notice to Congregational Treasuwrers.—Congregational Treasurers are
reminded that copies of their financial statements, duly aundited, are to be
sent to the Clerks of Presbyteries under whose jurisdiction their con-
gregations are.

Notice to Clerks of Kirk-Sessions and Deacons’ Courts—Clerks of
Sessions and of Deacons’ Courts are hereby reminded that their records,
with Communion Rolls, are to be sent for examination to the Clerks of
Presbyteries under whose jurisdietion their congregations are, not later
than the end of April.  Sufficient to cover return postage should be
included.

Notice to Magazine Subscribers—=Subscribers are respectfully reminded
that their subscriptions for 1943-44 are now due and Mr. John Grant, 4
Millburn Road, Inverness, will feel obliged by an early remittance. The
annual subscription is 4/6 post free. Subseribers are requested to read
the instructions on p. ii. of the cover of the Magazine and to state whether
they are new or former subscribers when sending their subscriptions.
The subscription for the two Magazines—Free Presbyterian and Young
People’s— -is 7/6, post free.

Resolution of the Northern Presbytery, Opening of Theaires and Music
Halls on Sabbath.—The Northern Presbytery of this Church hereby un-
animously resolves as follows:—As ‘under the pretext of helping the War-
effort strong endeavours are being made to obtain Government permission
to open Theatres and Music Halls on the Lord’s Day, we, as a Court,
respectfully and emphatically would express our deep concern at this
renewed attempt to secularise this day. Further, we are whole-heartedly
opposed to any legislation authorising the opening of Theatres and Musie
Halls for stage performances, such being, in our view, a direct violation
of the requirements of God’s Law regarding His Day. In view of the
statement of the newspaper, “ The Stage,” December 3rd, 1942, which
unblushingly demands such “ Sunday” performances to be permitted and
to be run on “a proper monctary besis,” we cannot but conclude that
the motive evident in this matter is purely commercial and not at all to
help the War-effort. We earnestly implore those in authority to honour
the Lord by rejecting all appeals which involve the trampling under foot
of God’s Holy Day. “Them ‘that honour me I will honour.”

Acknowledgment of Donations.

Myr. J. Grant, Millburn Road. Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges with sincere
thanks the following donations :—

Bustentation Fund.—'‘ Wellwisher,”” Glasgow £30; Miss M. McP., Lussagiven, Jura,
£1; Mrs. M. McL.,, Aviemore, £1.

Home Mission Fund.—Mr. G. 8., Bettyhill, Thurso, £1.

Prospective Ohina Mission.—Friend of the cause, Applecross, £1; Mantlepiece Mission
Box in Assynt, £1; Friend interested in China Mission per Mr. A. Mackenzie, 5/6;
Mrs. A. McC., Kenovay, Tiree, 10/-.
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R.A.F. Benevolent Fund.—Scorraig Congregational Collection per Mr. 1. Meclver,
£1/12/6.

Legacy Fund.—Received with grateful thanks from the Ixecutors of the late Mrs.
Isabella Mackeuzie, Seabank, Lochinver, the sum of £200, begueathed, on behalt of Home
Mission Work, per Messrs. Arthur & Carmichael, Solicitors, Dornoch.

Jewish and Foriegn Misgion.—‘* Wellwisher,”” Glasgow, £20; ‘A ¥riend,” Storno-
way c¢/o Mission Schools, £2; Friend of the cause, Applecross, £1; Mantlepiece Mission
Box, Assyut, £1; Mantlepiece Migsion Box o/a Hospital, £1; Miss M. McP., Lussagiven,
Jura, £1; Mr. D. MacP., Skye per Rev. N. McIntyre, £1; ‘‘ Ebenezer’ per Rev. N.
Mclntyre, £1; Miss C. MacD., Haslemere per Myr. R. Sinclair, £1; Mrs. A. McC.,
Kenovay, Tiree, 10/-; Mrs. M., Smithy House, Bonar By. o/a Mission Buildings, 2/6;
Wm. L., Smithy House, Bonar By o/a Mission Buildings, 7/6.

F.P. Magazine—Free Distribution Fund.—Friend, Dariot, 2/6; D, Thomson, Port-of-
Ness, 2/6; Miss M. Munro, Nurse’s Home, 24 Dalrymple Crescent, Edinburgh, 2/6;
Mrs. MacLeal, Aviemore, a/- Miss C. Mackenzie. 12 Porthenderson, Gairloch, 10/-;
A I'riend, Obau per Rev. I). Beaton, £1; Miss J. Murray, Swordale Inst., per M.
Wm. Lobban, 4/-.

H.M. Forces, Free Distribution IFund.—Mrs. K. MacLeod, 116 Cross-Skigersta Road,
per Mr. Wm, McLean, 7/6; A Friend, Inverness-shire, 5/-; Mys. H. L. Hvans, DBox
743, Tillsonburg, Ontario, 5/-.

The following lists have been sent in for publication,

Bayhead Congregational Fund.—Rev, W. B. Nicholson ackuowledges with cordial
thanks, £2 from Mr. J. Dunbar, Invereen, Tomatin.

Daviot Ohureh Building ¥und.——Miss I. M. Cameron, Farr, ack{powledges wih grate-
ful thanks the following donations:—Muys. 1)., Inverness, 10/-; A. McL., 8/-;
Daviot Congregation Collection, #£50—Dalance now due, £99/13/10d.; A. McL., 4/-;
Mr. W. McL., Ness per Mr. Wm. Macqueen, 10/-.

Dingwall Church Building; Fund.—Mv. 8. ¥raser, Timaru, Strathpeffer, acknowledges
with grateful thanks the following donations:—J. 8. F., South Africa, £2/10., per
Rev. D. A. Macfarlane; Two TFriends, £5; Friend, Australia, 2/-; A. M. K, Staffin,
10/-; A Friend, £1; Friend, £1; Two HKriends, £1 per Mr. K. Matneson; Mr, John
Mackenzie, Glenelg, 10/-; per Mr. John Grant; A Friend, Towatin, *1.

Dornoch Congregational Funds.—Rev. F. MacLeod acknowledges with sincere thanks
the following . donations :—Glasgow I'riend, £5; Friend, Vancouver, £1/2/4; Dornoch
Postmark, £1.

Halkirk Congregation.~—Rev. Wm. Grant, gratefully acknowledges receipt of £5 from
““A, Friend, Inverness-shive,’” for distribution of Scriptures to Forces.

Oban Congregational Funds.—D. K. T. £7 (£5 for Sustentation Fund and £2 for
Foreign Mission Fund); ‘A Friend,” £20. :

Kames COongregaiion.—XRev. James A, Tallach, acknowledges with grateful thanks
anonymous donation of £50, and collection from Kames Congregation of £24-—total
£74 sent to Ingtwenya to be used for Mission purposes.

Raasay Congregation.—Mr. E. MacRae, Treasurer, acknowledges with sincere thanks
the following donations :—o/a Sustentation Fund ‘‘ A Raasay Friend,” £1; o/a Foreign
Missions-—‘* Wellwisher, H.M. Forces, Field P.O., 10/-; o/a Foreign Missions per Rev.
D. Campbell, *‘* Wellwisher,” H.M, Forces, Iield P.O., 10/-.

Shieldaig Oongregation.—Mr, J. Gordon, Treasurer, acknowledges with sincere thanks
a donation of £5 o/a Sustentation ¥und from J. Mackenzie, Johannesburg,

Stratherrick Congregation,—Myr. John Fraser, Migovie, Treasurer, thankfully ack-
nwledges a donation of 10/- from “* A Glasgow ¥riend ’ o/a Sustentation Iund.

Uig Church Building Fund.-——The Treasurer acknowledges with sincere thanks the
following  donations:—A. ¥., Inverness, 10/-; Miss M. M., £1; Miss K, M.,
Friend, 3/-; D. McA., 10/-; Friend, 4/-; Miss McL £2; Mrs. McK. 5/-; B‘nend 1!)/ s
Mrs, W., £1; Mrs. Mel., £4; Miss A, M., 8/-, all of Inverncsq Flieml Soonmg 6/-;
Capt, B, Oban, £2; J. F., Oban, £2/2/-; Capt. McG., £2/2/-.

Wiclk Manse Debt. Fund.—Rev. R. R. Sinclair, acknowledges with grateful thanks the
following donations :—“ A Friend,”” St. Jude’s, £5; Anon, Wick, 10/-; ‘“ A Friend
Halkirk, 10/-; Mrs. G. R., Wick, £1; Anon, Inverness postmark, £1; A Friend, £1
-—Balance of debt. £55.

South African Mission Clothing Fund.-— Mrs. Miller, 7 West Banks Terrace, Wick,
thankfully acknowledges the following donations :—Prov, 3-27 for Mission Children, £2;
Mr. R. McK., Inverness, £1/10/-; Mr. J. A, McL., TUllapool, 1i/-; I'ladda Friends,
£1/7/6.



