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Marshal Sir Charles Portal, and with them Field Marshall Sir A, Wavell,
Viceroy-designate of India. Only one of the United Nations, it appeared,
was not represented by its Ambassador or Minister and with the foreign
Ambassadors were the British envoys accredited to the exiled Governments.
A third of the nave was filled with members of Governments, diplomats
and high officers, and almost all the remainder of the seats were occupied
by other officers. This report is taken from a Roman Catholic paper and
‘we agsume it is correct coming from such a source. It looks very like that
Revelation, xiii. 3, is being literally fulfilled before our eyes.

English Methodists Make a Gesture to the World.—At one time the
Methodists set their faces against countenancing dancing by their members.
But that is years ago. Now, when the world is torn. by a devastating war
the Methodist Conference at its meeting held at Birmingham recommended
that while no public dances, whist drives, or similar public entertainments
should take place on Methodist trust premises or in connection with their
work, dancing or games of cards forming an incidental or subsidiary item
in the programme of aneorganisation meeting on Church premises should
not necessarily be excluded, provided that the sanction of a joint mceting
of the trustees and leaders had been obtained. Dr. Scott Lidgett,
aged 89, came forward to speak in .support of this recomimendation.
They might be sure, he said, that the liberty would not be abused. Wisdom
does not always accompany age. The above recommendation is the thin
edge of the wedge and the World will make sure that having got this
opening it will ask for more,

Spurgeon’s Tabernacle—~This well-known place of worship has returned
to the Baptist Union which has gone much further on the downgrade
than in Spurgeon’s day. Mr. Graham Seroggie and his Deacons carried
through the negotiations. The tide is flowing strongly in the wrong
direetion.

The Bombing of Rome—What was threatened has been carried out.
Let none of our readers think we delight in this dreadful instrument of
modern warfare but we cannot help asking with the English Chuwrchman
how is it, if Rome was all that our military chiefs knew it to be and
which we are now told it was, that its bombhing was so long delayed when
military preparations for the destruction of our soldiers and airmen were
going on with feverish activity. That is a question to which no satis-
fuetory answer has yet been given. Again it may be asked, are the
monuments ete. of Rome and the lives of the Italian people more im-
porta.ut and precious than are the monuments and people in Great Britain
which our enemies have so ruthlessly destroyed? After all why should
so many idle tears be shed over ancient pagan or even Christian monu-
ments. Not one of these ruins says Dr. Barron pertinently in the
Inverness 'Courter (20th July) is worth the life of a single British or
American airman. While deploring the use of this dread instrument of
modern war why should Rome be singled out as a city for which a special
reserve of tears should be kept.

The Pope’s Letter on the Bombing of Rome.—The letter of the Pope
on the bombing of Rome, says a London Daily, is ealculated to ereate a
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false impression. We feel it our duty, therefore, to protest against it.
The extraordinary document which the Pope has thought fit %o publish
to the world casts a stigma on the Allied Nations, and especially upon
the Americans, whose Air Force carried out the operation. The inevitable
conelusion to be drawn from the Pope’s letter is that ome side in this
struggle, namely, the United Nations, has done something which it ought
not to have done; something upon which “ future generations will pass
severe judgment.” This charge constitutes a strange departure from the
neutrality which the Vatican has hitherto outwardly preserved, for if the
Allied action in hombing Rome is a matter for condemnation, either now
or in the future, it follows, on.the face of it, that the bombing of any
other belligerent towns ought to come into the same category.  Air
hombardment, either indiseriminate or otherwise, is no new thing. It
was tried out by our enemies long hefore the present war. The helpless
natives of Abyssinia were treated to some cruel examples of Mussolini’s
air terror, and the Luftwaffe had its baptismal experience of bombing
civilians on a large seale at Guernica in the Spanish Civil War. Did
the Pope protest? There followed Warsaw, Rotterdam, Belgrade, London,
Coventry, Canterbury, and numerous other places. Yet the Vatican did
not issue any condemnation, except in the vaguest terms. The War
Damage Commission according to Mr. Herbert Morrison, Home Secretary,
have received notification of damage by enemy bombing of 13,8905
Ecclesiastical buildings in Great Britain including Roman Catholic con-
vents and Monasteries.

Modernism Advancing.—The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., says
the Irish Evangelical, at its Assembly in Detroit elected Dr. H. Sloane
Coffin, outstanding Modernist, by a huge majority as its Moderator. Dr.
Coffin has been president of the notoriously Modernist Union Theological
Seminary, New York, since 1926. In 1892 that Seminary severed its
relations with the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. because the General
Assembly declined to approve the appointment of Dr. Charles A. Briggs
as its Professor of Biblical Theology on account of the rank heresy of
bis views. The General Assembly thereupon disavowed all responsibility
for the Seminary’s teaching and prohibited its Board of Education ex-
tending aid to any student of the institution. Now the president of the
Seminary is the man the Assembly declights to honour. Dr. Coffin is not
only a signer of the Auburn Affirmation, but one of its sponsors and
promoters. This document makes the bodily resurrection of Christ, His
substitutionary atonement and virgin hirth to be matters of slight im-
portance, to say the least. The more orthodox section in the Northern
Presbyterian Church have been no more successful in stemming the tide
by remaining within than when the same experiment was tried in Scotland.

Unrepentant.—From the following paragraph in the B.B.C. Year Book
dt would appear that all the protests made against Miss Sayers play,
The Man born to be King, had very little effect on those responsible for
its broad-casting, Here is the paragraph:—* The greatest venture of
British religious broadeasting, in 1942 or perhaps in any previous year,
was the broadcasting of the series of twelve plays on the life of our
Lord by Dorothy I. Sayers called The Man born to be King. In attempt-
ing to do for radio what Oberammergau has done for the visible stage,
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Miss Sayers had no precedents to help her, four different source books
(the Gospels), and a large body of Christian listeners who were bound
to regard the experiment with trepidation. When the venture started
there were many critics and some organised opposition, and the Corpora-
tion was in duty bound to consider these fears carefully and sympathe-
tieally; however, after receiving the unanimous advice of the Central
Religious Advisory Committee (which represents all the main- Christian
confessions and all the broadcasting Regions), the Corporation reaffirmed
its decision to ‘broadcast the plays.

In this series of twelve plays having for their subject the greatest of all
dramatic themes, we have not only a major achievement of radio but
also a religious experience in sound which in a remarkable way broke
down the convention of unreality surrounding our Lord’s person, and
made His life, words, and significance live in a new way for listeners.”
The B.B.C. is not only unrepentant but glories in its shame. We may
rest assured that its “ success” will be.repeated by the broadcasting of
similar plays.

Church Notes.

Communions.—September, first Sabbath, Ullapool and Breasclete; second.
Strathy; third, Tarbert (Harris) and Stoer. October, first Sabbath,
Tolsta; second, Ness and Gairloch; fourth, Lochinver and Greenock; fifth,
Wick. November, first Sabbath, Oban; third, Edinburgh and Dornoch.
South African Misston.—The following are the dates of the Communions:-—
Last Sabbath of March, June, September and December. NOTE—Notice
of any additions to, or alterations of, the above dates of Communion
should be sent to the Editor. )

Collection for September.—The Collection for this month is for the
General Building Fund,

National Day of Prayer—~The King has called a National Day of
Prayer to be held on Friday 3rd September.

Day of Humiliation and Thanksgiving.—Wednesday, the 8th of Septem-
ber, has been appointed by the Synod as a day of Humiliation for our
national sins and Thanksgiving in recognition of the Lord’s goodness
to us notwithstanding all our abounding sins.

Synod Proceedings.—Parcels of the Synod Proceedings are now ready
for distribution and will be sent to ministers and missionaries. The price
per copy is 8d. Those receiving money from sales of copies, please note
that the cash is to be sent this year, to Mr. John Grant, General Treasurer,
4 Millburn Road, Inverness—and not to Rev. R. R. Sinclair. Mr. Grant
will acknowledge receipt of cash-sent to him.—Robert R. Sinclair, Clerk
of Symnod.

Copies of Synod Proceedings for Readers Abroad.—Readers in U.S.A.,
Canada, New Zealand and Australia may have copies from the following:
U.8.4.—Mr. Roderick Macleod, 21 West 21st Street, New York; Mr.
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Kenneth Mackenzie, 314 David Whitney Building;, Detroit, Mich.; Mr.
Isaac Morrison, 9330 Savery Street, Detroit, Mich.; price 16 cents.
Canada.—Mr. Roderick Campbell, 168 Briar Hill Avenue, Toronto, Ontario;
Mr. John Ross. 1162 Dominion Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba; Mr. John
Brand, 418 24th Street, W., Saskatoon, Sask; Mr. Angus Beaton, 440 21st
Avenue West, Calgary, Alta.; Mr. Hugh Mackay, 778 23rd Avenue West,
Vancouver, B.C,, price 16 cents. New Zealand.—Mr. Donald Beaton,
Matiere, King Country, North Auckland, price 11d. (New Zealand cur-
rency). Australie.—Mr., Murdo MacGregor, 19 Hodge Street, Hurstville,
Sydney, N.S.W.; Mr. Donald J. Shaw, 33a Clarence Street, Grafton,
N.8.W.; price 11d. (Australian currency). Copies of the Proccedings
will be sent abroad to these addresses whenever received from the
printers. ‘

Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges with
gratefful thanks the following donations:— :

Sustentation Fund.-——Mrs. G. McL., Salmon Arm, B.C., Canada, £1/12/6; Miss
E. R. Backies, Golspie o/a Rogart Congregation, £2; A ¥riend, o/a Inverness Con-
gregation, £3; C. N., 19016 Nottingham Road, Cleveland, Ohie, 10/6.

B.A.F. Benevolent Fund.—Miss M. Mcl., Clachan House, Cairndow, 7/6.

Ohina Misgion Fund.—*‘ Wellwisher,”” 10/-; Miss I. A. M., H., Kiltaraglen, Poriree,
£Ll; Miss M. Mcl, Cairndow, Argyll, 5/-

Jewish ond Foreign Missions.—Anon—* According to your faith so be it unto you,’’
£7; A. C. Glasgow, £1; Anon, ‘‘ Melrose,”” £2; A Wellwisher, Lochinver, 15/-; Mrs.
MacP., Greenock, per Rev. N. McIntyre, 10/-; ‘‘ Lewis Friend,’”” Greenock, per Rev.

N. McIntyre, £1; A. McN., Inverour, Speanbridge o/a Mrs. Radasi, 5/6; From *‘ A
Prisoner of War in Germany,’’ in loving memory of the late Mr. and Mrs. D, Mackay
and Miss B. Mackay, Plockton, o/a S.A. Mission, £2/10/~ for Bibles and £2/10/- for
Shorter Catechisms, per ‘“ A Passer by,”’ £b.

Magazine Fund.—Collections received from the following Congregations, with grateful
thanks :—Bayhead, North Uist, £1/5/-; Tarbert, North Harris, £3/15/9.

The following lists semt in for publication :—

Daviot Ohwrch Building Fund.—Miss I. M. Cameron, Farr, acknowledges with sincere
thanks the following donations:—Mr. 8. F¥., £1/5/-; ‘A F¥riend,” £1/1/-; Mrn.
McK., Inverness, £1.

Fort William COhurch Purchase Fund.—The Treasurer acknowledges with grateful
thanks the following donations :——Anon, £1; in Loving memory, £5; Friend,‘Inverness,
10/-; Ps. 133, £20.

London C(ongregational Funds.—Rev. J. P. MzicQueem ackmowledges with grateful
thanks the following donations:—‘‘ A Black Isle Friend,”’ £1; Mrs. Munro, Ontario,
10/-; “ Acton Post-mark *> 10/-; Mrs. Corbett, Greenock, £1.

Routh Harris Manse Building Fund.—Mr. Murdo Macaulay, Geocrab, desires to
acknowledge with thanks the following donations:—Mr., Shaw, Dunoon, £2, Mrs.
MacDougall, North Uist, £1.

Stratherrick Congregationel Funds.—Mr. J. Fraser, Migovie, Treasurer, acknowledges
with sincere thanks a donation of £1 from ‘“‘ A Tomatin Friend.””’

.
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Uig Ohurch Building Fund.—The Treasurer thankfully acknowledges the following
donations :—Mrs. McL., 10/6; A. McC., £1; D. McC., 10/-; D. McL., £1; Wellwisher,
£1; D. McL., £1; M. M., £1; J. McL., 10/-; D, McD., 10/-; B. McD., 4/6; R.
McD., 10/-; K. McD., 5/-; F. MceD., 5/-; Mrs. P. McC., £1; §. M., £1; A. McL.,
£1; J. McK., 10/-; J. McK., 10/-; D. McL., £1; K, McL., 10/-; R. MeD., £1;
D. McD., £1; W. McK., £1; Miss M. McK., £1; Mrs, M. M., £1; J. M., 10/-;
Wellwigher, 5/-; all from Northton, HMarris.

Wick Manse Debt Fund.—Re¥. R. R. Sinclair, acknowledges with sincere thanks
the following donations:—Miss A. B. MecL., Duartbeg, 10/-; J. McB., Lonbain, 10/-;
A. MeD., Thurso, £2; Wm. B., Wick,£1; Nurse D. K. 8., Harrogate,£2; A. 8.,
Inverness, £1; Mrs. A. G., Plockton, £1. Remaining debt about £46.

Wick COongregational Funds.—Rev, R. R. Sinclair, desires to acknowledge with
sincere thanks, a Legacy of £100 to the Free Presbyterian Church, Wick, left by
the late Mr, Alex. Crowe, Wick. Also £2 from Mrs. G. Grangemouth, for Sustentation
Fund, and £2 from ‘‘ A Friend,”’ Ross-shire, for General Funds.

8.A. Misgion, Clothing Fund.—Mrs. Miller, 7 West Banks Terrace, Wick acknow-
ledges with sincere thanks a dovnation of £1 from' Nurse McL., Plockton.

F.P, Magazine Free Distridbution Fund.—Alex. Macdonald, Scouriemore, Lairg, 5/6;
Miss A. Stewart, Kenary, North Uist, 2/6; Mrs. MacInnes, Badcall, Scourie, 10/-;
Mrs. Corbett, Greenock, £1; A Friend, Oban, #£1.

Literature to H.M. Forces Fund.—Miss D. Polson, 14 Royal Circus, Edinburgh,
3/-; Alex. Mackenzie, Brackloch, Lochinver, b5/-; Malcolm MacRitchie, 11 Ardvoil,
Uig, 2/6; R. H. Conway, Glencairn Street, Stevenson, Ayr, £1; M. MacDiarmid,
28 Charlotte, Square, Edinburgh, 6/-, ’



