






























Gleanings from Samuel Rutherford. 175-----------''-
and other shoTe of. Look over the water; your anchor is fued within the
veil; the one end of the cable is about the prisoner of Christ, and the
other is entered within the veil, whither the Forerunner is entered for
you-(Heb. xvi. 19, 20).

6. Seek the blood of atonement for faults, little or great; know the
gate to the well, and lie about it.

7. I am still upon this, that, if you seek, there is a hidden treasure
and a gold mine in Christ you neveT yet saw: then, come and see.

8. R.nnember many go far on and reform many things, and can find
tears, as Esau did; and suffer hunger for truth, as Judas did; and wish
and desire the end of the righteous, as Balaam did; and profess fair, and
fight for the Lord, as Saul .did; .and desil'e the saints of God to pray
for them, as Pharaoh and Simon Magus did; and prophesy and speak of
Cln'ist, as Caiapluis did; and walk softly and mourn for fear of judg­
ments, as Ahab did; a~~d put away gross sins and idolatry, as J ehu did;
and hear the word gladly, as Hmod did, &c. (Matt. viiL, Heb. vL)-and
yet all these, are bnt like gold in clink and colour, and watered brass,
and base metal.

9. Men's midway cold and wise courses in godliness, and their neigh­
bOUl'like cold and wise pace to heaven, will cause many a man to want
his lodging at night, and lie in the fields.

10. It cost Christ and all his followers sharp showers and hot sweats
ere they got to the top of the mountain; but still our soft mi.ture would
have heaven coming to our bedside, when we are sleeping, and lying down
with us, that we might go to heaven in warm clothes: but all that came
there found wet feet by the way, and sharp storms, and tos and fros,' and
ups and downs, and many enemies, by the way. .

n. I, like a fool, carved a providence for mine own ease, to die in
my nest and to sleep still till my grey hairs, and to lie in the sunny side
of the mauntain in my ministry at Anwoth; but now I have nothing to
say against a borrowed fireside.

12. Every man blameth the gevil for his sins; but the great devil,-the
house-devil of every man, that eateth and lieth in every man's bosom, is
tlmt idol which killeth all,-himself.

13. It is Christianity to live and serve God, suppose there were not
one man or woman in all the world dwelling beside you to eye you.

14. W'e often mix our zeal with our own wildfire.

15. I have been benefited, 1. When riding alone a long journey in giving
that time to prayer. 2. By abstinence and giving days to God. 3. By
praying for others; for by making an errand to Gdd for them, I have
gotten something for myse1f.

16. I am sure a few years will do our turn, and the soldier's hour­
glass will soon run out. Look to your lamp, and look for your Lord's
coming, and let your heart dw€ll aloof fI'om that sweet child. ChTist's
jealousy will not admit two equal loves in your heart: he must have one,
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and that the greatest; a little one to a Cl'eature may and must suffice
a soul married to him.

17. Make others to see Christ in you moving, doing, speaking, and
thinking; your actions will savour of him, if he be in you.

Literary Notice.
"' (}ood!rwss and MeTcy": being the Autobiography of William Sutherdoo

Cooper, Pastor of the Strict Baptist Chapel, Lakenheath, Suffolk,
C. J. Farncombe & Sons, Ltd" 55 South End, Croydon, Surrey.
Price 6/6 post free',

This is the life story told by himself of a Strict Baptist minister. It
is full of lively incident and reveals an observant mind quick to see the
Lord's hand in His providential dealings over a long life. 'fhose who
delight in books of this kind will find within these pages some very in­
teresting accounts of the Lord's dealings with Mr. Cooper, There are
in it a few things with which we do not agree but taking it all in all
it remind.s one of William Hunt.ington's Bank of Faith though lacking
the sparkle of genius that has made this work a classic in its own line.
Mr. Cooper was one who sighed and cried for the abominations done in
the land. He mourned over the decay of vital religion, the inroads
of modernism and popery, the increase of Sabbath breaking, immorality
and other forms of disobedience to God. He saw in the present terrible
war the manifest judgment of God on the nations. The volume has a
number of sermons of the experimental type. Mr. A. W. Light, as editor,
has done his work with a' practised hand and the publisher deserves credit
for the get up of the book in times when there are so many difficulties
in the way.

Notes and Comments.
New Year G1'eetings to our Readers.-By the time this issue is in the

hand of most of our readers another year will have almost run its course.
In a short note like this we have no intention of reviewing the importwt
events of the past year-a year which saw a definite turn for the better
for the Allied cause. Still, the War goes on in increasing intensity and
if we are to believe the words of our leaders· the worst is yet to come.
'fhe terrible judgments of God poured forth on the nations seem to have
no effect but God's people are laying these things to heart and praying
that in wrath He would remember mercy. Our thoughts go out especially
to those who are bearing the brunt of battle in the Navy, Army and Air
Force. Let them be assured that they are being continually remembered
by us at a throne of grace. We would also remember at this season all
doctors and nurses with a prayer that they may be blessed in their noble
work and also all others men and women called up in the service of their
country, especially those engaged in dangerous work in the factories at
home. May those of our readers whose thoughts are turned to the vacant
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places in their homes be enabled to lift their eyes to Him who alone can
give true comfort. To all bereaved ones and to all who are in constant
anxiety dreading the news that may come to them at any moment we
extend our heartfelt sympathy and commend them to the grace of that
God who is a present help in the time of need. May it be their happy
.experience to know that there is a High Priest who can be touched with
a feeling of their infirmities,

Prohibition of Opium in British P?'oteoted A?'eIM in the Far East.-In
a letter to the Times (London) a writer expresses his pleasure that the
British Gpvernment have decided to adopt tIle policy of total prohibition
of opium smoking in the British protected areas in the Far East which arE'
at present in occupation by the Japanese and that the Governmeut mono­
polies for.. the sale of opium prepared for smoking will not be re-estab­
lished on the recovery of these territOlies. Is it true that since the Opium
War in 1839, one of the disgraceful chapters in Britain's foreign policy,
that there has been a gradual move to the British Governments attitude
to destruction of opium. By the recent decision the British Government
brings itself into line with the U.S.A. The present Chinese Government
have waged a war against the cultivation and use of opium and thi~

will make it easier to put down the introduction of opium into those
territories to which the new decision applies.

A Strange Statement.-In a speech delivered by the Rev. A. C. Gregg,
B.D., minister of the Greenock Reformed Presbyterian Church and Editor
of the Bulwark he is reported assaying' among other thiJ).gs: "The
Renaissance had introduced Greek literature to central and Westem
Europe, and it should be remembered that whatever was true and beautiful
in Greek poetry and philosophy had been taught the Greeks by the Holy
13pirit" (Bulwark, November, Decembe:r). Would Mr. Gregg go the length
of saying that whatever is beautiful and true in the poetry of Byron,
Shelley, Burns, etc. or say in the writings of Darwin, Spencer, Huxle)',
etc. was taught them by the Holy Ghost' And would he say that what­
ever is beautiful and true in the paintings of some of our famous artists
whose lives were vcry far from what they should have been was taught
them by the Holy Ghost f To applly what is said in Ex. xxxi. 2 concerning
Bezaleel and Aholiab, who were specially equipped by the Lord for the
workmanship of the Tabernacle to the Greek sculptors and poets is ver:'
far from a " good and necessary consequence_"

Crit'icism of the B.B.C,-P1!blio Opinion makes the following comments
·on some of the B.B.G. programmes:-

"Speaking at Cambridge on 'Youth and the Future,' Lady Snowden
said :-' I do not believe that the taste of the people of this country
is as low as some of the things on the B.B.C. suggest. In the six year~

that I was a governor it waS' absolutely impoRsible for the filthy stuff now
broadcast to get on the air.' To thiR remark, the B.B.C. replied :-' There
is no foundation for Lady Snowden's statement. The standard of taste
·of B.B.C. broadcasts has improved, and will continue to do so.' The public
will be grateful to Lady Snowden fOl' her outspoken protest, for she
speaks for many listeners who resent the sub-standard morals and sub·
standard speech of the B.B.C.,which by its programmes misrepresents the
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quality of British life. Not only are listeners precluded from certain
types of programmes as a means of avoiding what Lady Snowden correctly
described as 'filthy stuff'; the objectionable matter intrudes at times
in otherwise aceeptable items. Interviewed by 'a representative of the'
Yorkshire Post, Lady Snowden, a former Governor of the RB.C., ela­
bomted her critieism of the standards of taste in certain types of pro­
gl'amme, 'My views,' she said, 'is that the low tone of some parts of
these programmes menaees the standards of our young people of to-day.
I' objeet to making marital unfaithfulness a joke, to advertising eou­
stantly the habit of drinking, to the general "looseness" of some of the­
material broadeast. I think these things are unnecessary, and when I
think of the tremendous responsiblity which the young people of to-day
will have to bear after the war I feel that the great medium of the radio­
should be used to lift them up rather than to lower their ·standards of
thought.''' The Directors of the RRC, should remember that it is a
national corporation and they have license to allow objectionable pro­
grammes to be pl'esented to the public

The Arohbishop of York at Mosoow.-Newspapers in this country re­
ported that, on 21Rt September, the Archbishop of York, Dr. Garbett,
attended a special service at Moscow Cathedral to mark the "Feast of
the Nativity of Our Lady," that is, of the birth of Mary the mother of
Jesus. At the conclusion of the service Dr, Garbett said to the audience:
"I 11ave flown 7,00-0 miles to tell the Holy Orthodox Ohurch of Russia,
and the people of this great nation, of the great sympathy of the Church
of England with you in all the terrible sufferings brought upon your nation
by -the treacherous and unprovoked Nazi attack. We rejoice with you in

, the :very great victories your armies are now winning." This was a· :very
proper and 'opportune message to go from the Church of England to the
Russian Church and people. And indeed the whole British Common­
wealth, the United States, and the other Allied Nations would heartily
join in it. But what was the Archbishop of York doing at that Russian
Church service to mark the religious festival of the birth of the Virgin
Mal'y? Did he represent the Church of England when he honoured with
his pl'esence that utterly unscriptural and un-Protestant devotion to Mary
the mother of Jesus-a devotion in w):1ich both the Orthodox Church of
Russia and the Roman Catholic Church are at one, but which all Pro­
testants denounce' Are the British people to take it that the Church
of England is free to practise the Mariolatry that is so pronounced a
featme in the cult of the Orthodox Church of Russia and the Roman
Catholic Church f-Bulwar7{.

Words Fitly Spoken.-" It seems to us," says the Evangelical Christian,
"that a strange blindness affiicts our leading mell when it comes to
speaking' of the future of this world. They feel that it has been left
to man to map the future for himself and to chart the cour~e that
hUl1mnity will take in uttel' and complete independence of God and the
s'ttcrifice of Calvary. It seems as though our statesmen were determined
that God shall have no part in the reconstl'l'lCtion of the world, that the
fact of sin shall be ignored, and the Cross of Christ be unrecognized as
a factor in determining the destinies of men and nations. It is, therefore,
left out of all their reckoning, and being left out it makes all their
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specious planning and their exalted idealism of none effect. As long as
sin remains in this world wars will remain, and this present age of human
history will close in the most gigantic struggle of all. It is a pity that
men will not look into the Word of God and see what it has to say re­
garding the future. They would be saved many a heartache 'and many
a disappointment if they did, and would see how utterly at variance in
many things are the words of God and the words of man."

Rel). Dr. Elder, Rothesay.-We had thought that by this time most of
our readers were fairly familiar with the Disruption and those who took
part in the same. It seems we were mistaken. Dr. Elder the first part
of whose sermon has appeared in the December issue and the concluding
part in this was born at Inverary in 1808; ordained at Kilbrandon in
1831; translated to Rothesay West in 1847 as the successor to the saintly
Peter MacBride. He died in 1892 at the ripe age of 84.

•f,>

Church Notes.
Commwnions.-January, last Sabbath, Inverness; February, first Sabbath,

Dingwall; third, Stornoway; fourth, North Uist. Maroh, first Sabbath,
Ullapool; second, Pm·tree and Ness; third, Finsbay; fourth, Kinlochbervie
a.nd Tolsta. South African Mission.-The following are the dates of the
Communions: Last Sabbath of March, June, September, and December.
NOTE.-Notice of any change, or alteration, of the above dates of Com­
munions should be sent to the Editor.

Commemoration Papers.-The papers read at the Synod in May on the
Westminster Assembly, the Disruption and the Free Presbyterian Church
are now ready and are being sent to ministers and missionaries. The
price is 2/- per copy.

Missionary's House for Fort William Congrega;tion.-At last meeting
of the Southern Presbytery it was reported that, through the kindness
of friends and the praiseworthy efforts of the Fort, William congregation,
the debt on their church building had been cleared off. A request was
made to the Presbytery for permission to reconstruct the house over the
church building for a missionary's house and that, further, permission be
granted to collect funds with this object in view. The reconstruction
had been planned when the building was purchased but owing to the debt
on the church building it was departed from. The difficulty of obtaining
material and its high cost will hold up the work in the meantime but it.
has been decided to proceed collecting which has received the Presbytery'8
sanction in the hope that the congregation may have some money on, hand
when scarcity of material and high prices will not be such a handicap
as they are to-day. The congregation while willing to do all they can
themselves, appeal to friends of the cause throughout the Church to g-ive
a helping hand. Contributions will be gratefully acknowledged by Miss
Rankin, Mamore Cottage, Fort William, or by Rev. D. Beaton, Free Pres­
byterian Manse, Oban.
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