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servance of the Christian Sabbath' Not, certainly, because there is any
reasonable ground for supposing that the Fonrth Commandment has been
removed from its place in the Decalogue, nor because the change of day
is not only alkiwable and authoratative, but morally necessary. This desire
to be rid of a Sabbath law arises from its being peuuliarly testing. It
reqlllires the actual surrender of one day in seven to be a lwly Sabbath
to the Lord. The refusal of such a surrender is a palpable thing, of
which even a very slumbering conscience must take note, and regard as sin,
and which must be apparant to the eyes of onlookers. It is in order to
escape from the strictures of conscience, and to secure boldness to sin
before men, that there are such efforts to prove that the Sabbath law is
repealed. This is the secret spring of the whole anti-Sabbatarian move­
ment. Ungodly men desire to be noee to do as they list on the day' of
the Lord, .and they think they can secure this by an impotant attack on
'the perpetual authority of the Fourth Commandment. They, forsooth,
who are but worms of the dust, are to overthrow the arrangements of
the Most High, and over His shattered law are to reach an emancipation
from being under responsiblity to God! This is their daring behest,
.and they imagine that by flippant objectioning, whieh but betrays their
ignor,mce and their profanity, they can secure what they desire, and thus
obtain a triumph which entitles them to be mockers of the saints of God.

n. 'What is required in the Fourth ·Commandment.' Looked at in the
light of this commandment, the Sahbath is a day which the Lord hath
" blessed" and "hallowed." He hath set it apart from every other day
by so blessing it, and it becoJ1ws a blessing to all who rightly observe
it. No one who has not proved it by a spiritual observance of it can
knolV what a blessing it is, or has a Joight to pronounce any jurlgment
Joegarding . it. But nOlle ever honestly proved it who· did not experience
il. to be a blessing from the Lord. And the Lord hath "hallowed" it
He has done so in setting it apa.rt from other days as speciaJly His own

as a day to be devoted to His worship.
In accordance with the dedication of it by God, the Sabbath· is .required

·to he remembered and 7cept holy. In order to remember it one Illust think
of it as a day which the Lord has blessed, he must be conscious of hi~

need of such a blessing- as the Sabbath is intended to' be, and be anxiou.
to enjoy it, as well aH have the divine authority of the Commandment
bearing on his conscience. A fixed place in one's memory, a.
a blessed divine institution, without this, the Sabbath will
never have. And he must keep ·it holy. He must act be­
comingly towards it as a day which the Lord has hallowed. He must
heartily call' it "a delight," as it is "holy to the Lord and honourable,"
and seek grace to preserve him from devoting any portion of it to an7
work which accords not with the design. of God in hallowing it. The
worship of God, private and public, is the work to which the hoUl's 0:1'
olle entire day in seven is to be flevoted, except in so far as, in con­
nection with our lot on earth and the course of providence, we are called
to engage in "works of necessity and mercy." From love to God, ex­
pressed in regarding His Sabbath as "a delight," and in seeking the
enjoyment of His gracious presenr.e and fellowship on that day, we must
be quite willing to withdraw ourselves from "all such employments and
recreations as are lawful on other days," and heartily devote ouroolvee
to the service of God.
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According to the terms of the Commandment, not only is the individual
oound to keep the Sabbath holy, but each one having influence is bound
to exert that influence in endeavouring to secure the observance of the
Sabbath by those who are under him. The Paremt and the Mastel' are
thus bound - to use their influence. They are' specified in the words ot
the. commandment; hut the same -obligation rests on all who hold a
position of influence to a greater 01' less extent over their fellow-men.
All employers of labour, all judges aurl magistrates, all employed
in connection with the executive government of the nation, the legislaturll,
the Sovereign, -are all under obligation, imposed by divine authority, to
use all their power in securing that the Sabbath of the Lord is hallowed.

Ill. How is the Sabbath observed in Scotland, and by each one of
ourselves' It would be far more pleasant to consider the past than the
present of our country's relation to the law of the Sabbath. The time
was when the Sabbath law was so observed in Scotland that she was
marked, because of this, as singular among all lands; and while her
practice was a joy to all lovers of the law of God it won for her the
honour of being reproached by all who were enemies of truth and god­
liness. To some extent that reproach has not been quite removed. Scot­
land has not yet become such that her distinctive .sabbatarianism is so
blotted out by the increase of practical ungodliness that she can no longer
favourably compare with other nations. But it is sad to think of how far
ller departure from the "goodway" of Sabbath-keeping has already
:gone. What a contrast a Scottish Sabbath now presents to that of earlier
times - to that even of the generation which has just passed away I
'l'hink of our railway trains rushing over all parts of the country with
their thousands of passengers, disturbing the Sabbath quiet' and tempting
so many to forget that there is a "God in the earth who judgeth right­
eously' "-Think of so many open shops along the streets of our cities,
on the day of rest, which is the day of God, and receiving such support
cas tempts ungodly men to extend the traffic-think of the increasing
crowds of those to whom the Sabbath has became a day of amusement,
who never think of entering a place of worship, and who by their con­
duct prove that vice is the ally of ungodliness-think of how even those,
who are not pl'epal'ed utterly to abandon the public worship of, Gall, are
beginning to act as if an enforced partial attendance in the courts of
God's house _earns for them a right to do what they, please on what re­
mains of -the .sabbath-think, too, of the easy tolerance of such practice8
already so apparent in the unfaithful supineness both of the Ghmch and
of the State while all this desecration of the Sabbath is in progress-and
what a contrast the Scottish Sabbath of to-day presents to that of timel
gone by I And what unspeakably greater contrast is the present observ~nce

of the day of the Lord to 'what is required in the Fourth Commandment."

To this sad result, unfaithful discipline, on the part of the chmchetl,
,nas greatly contributed. On a Communion Sabbath members of the chUl'cll
-are allowed to come to the table of the Lord, who, on all other Sabbath.
of the year care not even to appeal' to have any regard to the require­
ments of the law of God, and not a few will' leave the table of the Lord
-to rush to amusements in the evenjng. And this is endured! and a
~hllJ'ch pledged to preserve the purity of the house, and the sanctity of
:the :day of the Lonl, endUl'es it! In this respect what a contrast clml'cll
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discipline presents to that of other times. There may have been an ex­
tremeness in the mode of exercising discipline in earlier times, but it
expressed zeal for the honour of God's law, and for the purity of God's
house. An opposite extreme has now been reached, which expresses no
more creditable feeling than indifference as to the claims of God, and
as to the welfare of precious souls.

And the action of the State, in relation to the ,Sabbath law, combines
with that of the churches to hasten Scotland's aparture from "the old
paths." All legislation in defence of the rest and sanctity of the Sab­
bath is refused, and almost all forms and measures of Sabbath dese­
cration are tolerated. Of this we, in this county (Ross-shire) have had
'a notable example.. A wanton and flagrant desecration of the Sabbath, by
railway' officials and their servants, occured, and not ,only was there no
interference on the part of the executive to put down the excuseless traffic,
but all exertions were put forth, by those who should be "a terror t(}
evil-doers," to protect it, and arrangements made for shooting down
the men whose only crime was a pronounced expression of zeal in behalf
of the Sabbath law of heaven and of Scotland, in the event of their
persisting in their opposition to what they regarded as defiant trans­
gression of the Fourth Commandment. The civil magistrate thus became
a praise to evil-doers and a terror to them that do well. Woe to Scot­
land when such are those by whom the law is administered I But what
was done in connection with the Sabbath desecration at Strone, is, in spirit,
in accordance with the rule of all the action, or inaction, bearing on the
Sabbath, of the executive throughout the country. An instance so
flagrant as that to which I have referred, of a condoning, by those in
authority, of the conduct of men who, in their eager thirst for gain,
scruple not. to trample the law of God under foot, cannot yet be quoted;
but the spirit which appeared then in a form so exceptionally pronounced,
seems to be that by which our rulers are animated; and, in due time, if
the Lord does not graciously interfere, the people of our country will learn
tamely to submit to any action in which it may be expressed.

(To be ContirllUed).

Church Notes.

Communions.-March, first Sab bath, filapool; second, Portree and Ness;
third, Finsbay and Lochinver; fourth, Kinlochbervie and North Tolsta.
April, first Sabbath, Portnalong and Breasclete; third, Gnienock; fourth,
Glasgow; fifth, Wick. South African Mission.-Last Sabbath of March,
June, September, and December. NOTE.-Notice of any additions to,
or alterations of, the above dates of Communions should be sent to the
Editor.

Editor's illness.-The various readers of the Magazine will regret to
learn that the Editor, the Rev. D. Beaton, Oban, has been laid aside
by illness. For the present Mr. Beaton will be unable to carry on biB
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work as Editor. The sympathy of all interested in the Magazine will
be extended to Mr. Beaton, and it is our desire and prayer that, in the
goodness of the Lord, he may be speedily restored to health.

In the meantime the work of preparing the Magazine for the press
will be carried on by ,members of the Magazine Co=ittee. Any com­
munications or announcements intended for publication should be sent
to Rev. J. A. Tallach, F.P. Manse, Kames.

Notice to Conveners of Statnding Gommittees.------Conveners of the
Standing Committees of the Synod are reminded that by the Synod's de­
cision the Reports of these Committees are to be presented to and approved
by the respective Committees; and further that the Reports should be
in the hands of the Clerk of Synod (Rev. R. R. Sinclair) not less than,
one Calendar month before the meeting of Synod so that they may be
printed and issued with the agenda paper.

Notice to Congregational Treasurers.-Congregational Treasurers are
.reminded that copies of their Financial Statements, duly audited, are to
be sent to the Clerks of Presbyteries under whose jurisdiction their
-congregations are.

Notioe to Celrks of Kirk Session and Deacon's Courts. - Clerks of
Session and of Deacon's Courts are hereby reminded that their records
with Communion "ROlls, are to be sent for examination to the Clerks of
Presbyteries under whose jurisdiction their oongregation are, not later
than the end of April. Sufficient to cover return postage sholitld be included.

Notice to Magazine Subscribers.-Subscribers are respectfully reminded
that their subscriptions for 1944-45 are now due and Mr. John Grant,
4 Millburn Road, Inverness, will feel obliged by an early remittance.
'The Annual subscription is 4/6 post free. Subscribers are requested to
read the instructions on page ii of the cover of the Magazine and to
state whether they are new or former subscribers when sending their
subscriptions. The subscription for the two Magazines-Free Presbyterian
and Young People's, is 7/6 post free.

Literature Fund.-This fund is used for an extensive distribution of
suitable literature to the Navy, Army, Air Force and Hospitals, etc"
through many distributing centres.

Continued support will be appreciated.-W. G.

Com'/1llW/1,ion Services.-Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, Eccleston
Hall, Eccleston Street, Buchingham Palace Road, London, S.W.I.

In connection with the dispensation of the Lord's Supper on Sabbath,
9thApri 1, the following Services have been arranged (D.V.) to be con­
ducted by the Rev. Malcolm Gillies, Stornoway, and Rev. Robert R. Sinclair,
Wick. Thursday, 6th April, 7 p.m.; Friday, 7th April, 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic),
7 p.m. (Fellowship Meeting); Saturday, 8th April, 3.30 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.;
Sabbath, 9th April, 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic) and 7 p.m.; Monday, 10th
April, 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic) and 7 p.m.

Services are held every Sabbath at 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. and 5 p.m. .Weekly
Prayer-Meeting, Wednesday, 7 p.m.
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Acknowledgment of Donations.
Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millbum Road, Inverness, General Treasurer, aCl$Qwledges ,witll

grateful thanks the following donations:-
Bu8tentation Fun-d.-M. C. M., Kildennorie, Alness, £2; S. C., Spean Bridge, £1;

D. MeN., Glasgow, £1; C. M. C., 47 Lochiel Road, Inverlochy, £1; Friend in Forces
o/a Inverness Congregation, £2; F. M. Fail'field, Sydney, N.S.W., o/a Inverness C~n­

gregation, £1; Mrs. McL., The Sheiling, Aviemore, £1.

Home Mission Fund.-Mrs. S., Skelpick, Bettyhill, £1.

Ohina Mission Fund.-Flashadder Congregation per Mr. D. MacSween, £7; D. MeN.,
Glasgow, £1-

Dominions and Ooioniai Mi8Sions Fund.-Mrs. Gibson, Salvador, Sask per Rev. D.
,Beaton, £2/4s/9d.

Anonymou8 Donation.-Received from an Anonymous Frienrl of the Cause, 2nd Chron.
25, Verse 9. the sum of £120 per Mr. P. MacLeod, F.P. Missionary South Harris, to
be left to the discretion of the Synod as how to divide to the Sustenta­
tion Fund, Ho-me Mission and Jewish and Foreign Mission Funds.

Jewish and Foreign Missions. - J. N. Morrison, Bayhead, Leverburgh o/a South
African Mission, in accordance with the desire of his mother, the late :Mrs. Morrison,
Lingerby, Harris, the sum of £50. Cl Young Ladle's, Glasgow "_" Lengthen thy
cords and strengthen thy stakes." Isah, 54. 2, o/a Shangani, £6; S. C., Spean Bridge,
£1; Friend, Breakish, Skye, £1; D. MeN., Glasgow, £1; Dr. M. G. T., 28 Gilkes
Crescent, London, S.E.21, £3; Dr. M. G. rr., 28 Gilkes Crescent, London, S.E.21,
for personal use, £3; Friend, Golspie o/a Hebrew New Testaments for the Jews, £3;
Mr. F. M." H Elonera," Sydney, N.S. Wales, 12/6; Mrs. McL., The Sheiling, Aviemore,
5/-.

Magazine Free Di8tribution Fund.-D. McK., Laide, 10(-; Jas. W. McK., Laide,
10/-; "Oban Friend," £1; Wm. McL., Ness, £1.

Literature to H.M. Foroe8 Fund.-Mrs. M. M., Late Inn,. Kinlochbervie, 5/-;
"E. S., " Edinburgh, per Rev. W. Grant, 10/-; Wellwisher, Mar;yburgh. 2/6 j Mrs.
Mcl., Palmers Gre~n, London fler Rev. J. P. Macqu~~n, 10(-; R. H. C., GLencairn
Street, Stevenston, £1/2(-.

Th~ following lists have been sent in for publication:-
Daviot Ohurch Extension Fund.-Miss 1. M. Cameron, FaIT, acknowledges with

grateful thanks a donation of £20 from "Westhill," also 10/- from Mrs. D., Inverness.

Gairloch Oorlgregational Fu-nd8.-Mr. D. Fraser, Treasurer, acknowledges with sincere
thanks the followiug donations :-Sustentatiou Fund-Trooper E. McK., £1; F. MeD.,
Kinlochewe, £1; H. C., Kinlochewe, £1; D, MeD., Kinlochewe, £1, Loyal Member
from home, £3. Foreign Mission Fund-F. MeD., Kinlochewe, £1; Loyal Member from
home, £1. Home Mission Fund-Loyal Member from home, £2.

London Oongregationai Fund8.-~v. J. P. Macqu~en, a"knowLedges with grateful
thanks the following donations :-P. Mcl., London, £2/10/-; Miss C. B., Montreal,
Canada, £2; Mrs. :M., Vancouver, £1; P. McL, London, o/a London Church Building
Fund, £1; Mr. F. Matheson, Sydney, N.S.W., £1, per Mr. J. Grant.

Raasf11/ Man8e BuiZdmg Fund.-Mr. E. MacRae, Treasurer, acknowledges with grate­
fuL thanks a donation of £1 from G. M., Greenock.

8oiia8 Mission House Fund.-Mr. Macdonald, Middlequarter, gratefully acknowledges
the following contributions, per Mrs. C. Dick, £2/13/-; per :Ml's. D. Cameron, Bothwell,
£3(4(-; Mr. and Mrs. Macdonald, Moniach, £2/18s(6d; Miss K. McL~an, Hotel, Carr
Bridge, £1(Os(6d, Mrs. C. Laing, Greentote, 5(-; Mrs. R Macdonald, Sollas, 5(-.

South Harris Manse Building Fund.-Mr. Peter MaeLeod, 8 Borrisdale, Treasurer,
acknowledges with sincere thanks the following. collections :-From Strond district,
£7(7s(6d; from Borrisdale district, £7(5(-; from Northton district, £11/2(-; from
Leverburgh district, £4(12s(6d.

Uig Ohurol, Building Fund.-Mr. D. Matheson, 9 Aird, Treasur~r, acknowledges with
gratefUl thanks the following .donatious :-Mrs. MeA., Cromlista School, £2; Mrs. J.
M. Breasclete, £1; Mrs. A. MeD., Breasdete, £1; Mrs. A. MeA., Breasclete, £1;
Friend, Ness, 10/-; M. J. MeD., StornowaY,£1; Mrs. J. McL., Sandwick, £2; Miss:
McB., Inverness, 5/-; Mrs. MeP., Inverness, 5/-; Miss C. M., Leverburgh, £1 j Miss
P. J\-IcL., Stockinish, 2/6, Mrs. R. McL., Stockinish, 4/·, Mrs. M. McL., Stockinish,
£1;R. MeD., ClueI' Point, £1; Mrs. D. Gillies,. LackLee, £1.

South Afrioan Mi8sion Oiothing Fund.-Mrs. Miller, 7 West Banks Terrace, Wick,
thankfully acknowiedges the following donations :-Mrs. F., Arrina, Shieldaig, 12/6;.
H Clach nam Brog, Gairloch," per Mr. J. Grant,£!.

Appieo~os. Oongregationai Funds.-Rev. A. F. Maekay, acknowledges with sincere·
thanks the following donations :-A Friend, Raasay. £3; Inverness Friend, £2;;
Friend, Inverness, 10/-.




