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peace and bring glad tidings of good things" (Roms. x. 15). 'l'he
minister without being put out turned to his happy hearer with the
appropriate words:

o greatly bless'd the people are
The joyful sound that know;

In brightness of thy face, 0 Lord,
They ever on shall go.

'l'hey in thy name shall all the day rejoice exceedingly
And in thy righteousness shall they exalted be on high.

The writer remembers after an interval of fifty years not a few sermons
he heard from the older ministers of our Church who are now at their
everlasting rest. One stands out clearly on the page of memory. It was
preached by Rev. D. MacDonald on a Communion occasion in Pulleney­
town Academy (Wick). The subject was Joseph making himself known
to his brethren. As the preacher in an ecstacy of delight spoke of J oseph
of the New Testament. The Lord's people present drank in the sweet
messa,ge and they too were soon in an ecstacy of delight also as was
manifest when they came out of the meeting and held sweet intercourse
with one another. Another sermon written on memory's page was one
by the Rev. D. MacFarlane on the Friday night of a Communion in St.
J ude's. The subject was justification by faith. I scarcely ever listened
to such a simple sermon but surely the Holy Spirit was present that
night with preacher--the impression made on the audience was so pro­
found that a death-like stillness rrrevailed. Many a precious sermon I
heard from his lips but never one in which simplicity and preciousness
were so entwined. Another sermon that has its place on memory's page
was one preached by the Rev. John R. MacKay, at Lybster, on the text:
"Lif,t up your eyes to the heavens, and look upon the earth beneath for
the heavens shall vanisll away like smoke, and the earth shall wax old
as a garment, and they that dwell therein shall die in like manner but
my salvation shall be forever and my righteousness shall not be abolished"
(Is. lvi. 6). It was a noble sermon. Gifted as he was to deal with the
deep thiJlgs of God's truth there was something very impressive in his
presentation of the transitoriness of the heavens and the earth and the
lasting nature of God's salvation and His righteousness which was not
to be abolished.

It was as we have said a noble sermon and worthy of an honoured
place on the page of memory. Another sermon that rises up before the
mind was one preached by Mr. MacKay's contemporary, Rev. Neil
Cameron, Glasgow. It was preached at Wick on the Monday of a Com­
munion from the text: "His name shall endure forever: His name shall
be continued as long as the sun; and men shall be blessed in Him; all
nations shall call Him blessed" (Ps. lxxii. 17). It as a beautiful gospel
sermon in which the Redeemer was exalted. The effect of the sermon
was indicated by the sweet melody that often accompanies the singing
of a people whose hearts have been touched under the preaching.

It was so on this occasion as the closing song of praise was sung:

"His name for ever shall endure;
Last like the SUIl; it shall

Men shall be bless'd in Him and bless'd all nations shall Him call
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And blessed be His glorious name to all eternity.
The whole earth let His glory fill

Amen so let it be."

These are a few of the sermons heard over 50 years ago that still
linger on the memory and recall happy days in listening to the gospel.

D. B.

The Pilgrims Reach the Bridgeless River and Pass Over.

T.

I N the estimation of not a few one of the finest passages in the Pilgrim's
Prog1'ess is the account of the Pilgrim's gathering at the River the

last obstacle between them and the gate of the City; Most of their
trials are over, the gate of the City is within sight and there is now
but two difficulties to meet. Right before them was the Bridgeless
River. Oh! that deep flowing dark River. Was there no bridge across!
By a few masterly strokes of his pen the great allegorist sketches the
reactions to the new and formidable obstacle that confronts them. They
were stunned at the sight of the River. They were told they must go
through the River to get to the gate. Then they began to inquire if
there was no other way to the gate. They were answered, Yes; but that
none but two since the foundation of the world, to wit Enoch and Elijah
got by that way until the last trumpet shall sound. At this news
Christian began to despond and began to look about, to look this way
and that but no way could be found by which they could escape the
River. They then asked if the waters were all of a depth and they were
told by the men who were with them No; they were also told they would
find the waters deeper and shallower as they believed in the King c,f
the Country.

OHRISTIAN PASSES OVER.

As he entered the waters he began to sink and cried out to his friend,
Hopeful, "I sink in deep waters; the billows go over my head, all His
waves go over me, Selah." Then said Hopeful "Be of good cheer my
brother, I feel the bottom and it is good. Then said Christian: "Ah
my friend, the sorrows of death hath compassed me about, I shall not
see the land that flows with milk and honey." A great darkness and
horror now fell on Christian. He could not remember any of the sweet
refreshments that he had met with in his pilgrimage. He was not troubled
by the thoughts of. his sins before and after he began his pilgrimage.
Sometimes he seemed to be quite gone and then for a while he would
rise again half dead when Hopeful would comfort him by ,saying:
"Brother, I see the gate, and men standing by it to receive us." But
Christian would not be comforted. "'Tis for you they wait," he would
reply. "Ah, brother," said he if I was righti He would now rise to help
me. But for my sins He hath brought me into the snare and hath left
me. Hopeful reminded him that he had forgotten the text which says
of the wicked, "There is no band in their death but their strength is
firm; they are not troubled as other men neither are they plagued like
other men." These troubles and distresses that you go through in these
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waters are no sign that God hath forsaken you; but are sent to try you
whether you will call to mind that which you heretofore have received
of His goodness and live upon Him in your distresses.

Notes and Comments.

The Dwt<Jj of Battling for the 'Truth.-" We ought to set ourselves
against perversions of the truth and to rebuke them sharply. For if we
wink at them and let them pass, we give them our support. And then
we may boast as we please about being Christians, but there are more
devils among us than Christians if we countenance falsehood.

"Therefore, let us look w-ell to the doctrine intrusted to us, and if we
see wicked persons trying to infect the Church of God, to darken the
doctrine or destroy it, let us endeavour to bring their works to light,
that everyone may behold them, and thereby be enabled to shun them.
If we attend not to these things, we aTe traitors to God and have no
zeal for His honour, nor for -care the salvation of His Church, We must be
the out-and-out enemies of wickedness, if we will serve God. It is not
enough to l'efTain ourselves from wrong and sin but we must condemn
these as much as possible that they may not gain influence or get the
upper hand." -JOHN CALVIN.

Sp~wgeon's Concern abo~!t the Metl'opolitan Tabe?'nacle:-

Extract from a Sermon on Our Last JOt/,rney, preached by Mr. C. H.
Spurgeon from Job 16, 22, Treasury of Old Testament, Vo!. H., page
251:-

"Consider the fact we shall not return.... Neither can we come back
to rectify any mistakes we have made in our life work, nor even return
to look after it, in order to preserve that which was good in it. I some­
times think if I were in heaven, I should almost wish to visit my work
at the Tabernacle, to see whether it will abide the test of time and prosper
when I am gone. Will you keep the truth ~ Will yoU! hold to the grand
old doctrine of the Gospel ~ Or will this Church, like so many others,
go astray from the simplicity of the faith, and set up gaudy services
and false doctrines' Methinks I should turn over in my grave if such
a thing should be. God forbid it. But there will be no coming back,
and therefore we must build well, rejecting all wood, hay, and stubble,
using nothing but gold, silver, and precious stones. We must build
quickly to get the work done, but fast as we labour, we must do it surely,
and honestly, and thoroughly, for the fire will try it when we are gone.
It will be a pity our work should suffer loss, even though we ourselves
should be saved. We cannot return to save the burning mass, nor to
l'ebuild the ruin, but we shall doubtless see, and know what comes of
it. 'Establish Thou the work ofaur hands upon us; yea, the work of
our hands establish Thou it.' ''l--Gospel Magazine.

National Sins.-A correspondent in the English Churchman says: "We
know not how far God may have permitted this German scourge as a
judgment upon the nations (ourselves among them) for our' manifold
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"transgressions and mighty sins.' It is startlingly true that within the
last 30 y'ears there has been a national departure from God on an increas­
ing scale, and the downgrade pace is 'accelerating every year with a
"terrible momentum. The rejection of the Holy Scriptures as the 'very
Word of God, the promulgation of pure rationalism from Christian pulpits
and platforms, the determined secularization and open desecration of
the Lord's Day,the flood of impure literature and debasing stage
plays, the mad lust for pleasure, the shameless'indecencies in dress, and
"the unbluahing immodesties of the rising generation-these are sorneof
the more apparent symptoms which betray the cancer that ia.eating out
"the heart of our national life, religiously, socially, and domest~cally."

Papal Plotj'ting.-,Signs multiply in several directions, says the
English Churohman, indicating a very active attempt on the part
-of the Vatican to pull the strings in connection with post­
war settlements in the interests of the Church of Rome. The
seductive influence of the Papacy has drawn British and American
statesmen and military leaders to the Pope's audience chamber and it
is evident that diplomatic negotiations with the Vatican have recently
taken definite shape. That this should be so is a cause of grave concern
to Protestants who know how far-reaching is the political machinery of
Rome and with what subtlety', under the guise of concern for the well·
being of mankind, that machinery is directed to the ultimate aim of
Papal domination in the nations of the world. A well·informed writer

'in The N ffws Chrorvicle holds that "the Vatican will try to I'egain its
'Prestige and its power by developing a Catholic political bloc in Europe
which would include the Catholic 'Centre Party in Germany and would
seek to produce 'soft' terms for Germany and create an anti-Russian
bias in all the Western countries." He adds that "into this pleasing
picture comes the figure of Mr. Robert Murphy, suspect on both sides
-of the Atlantic, who has been assigned to London with the personal rank
-of ambassador, in order to take part in due course as the chief American ,
·official in the Allied military government of Germany." That Mr. Murphy
is "one of Roosevelt's favourites" is a matter for added concern when
we remember how repeatedly the President has sought unto the Pope in
,counsel.

Church Notes.

CommlunWns.-November, first Sabbath, Oban; second, Halkirk and St.
.Jude's; third, Edinburgh, Dornoch, Uig (Lewis). Jan'Ua1ly, last Sabbath,
Inverness. February, first Sabbath, Dingwall.

B01J,th Afri.clm Miss-ion.-The following are the dates .of the Communions:­
Last Sabbath of March, June, September and December. NOTE-Notice
of any additions to, or alterations of, the above dates of Communion
should be aent to the Editor.

Ord'imatwn.-The ordination of Mr. Edwin Radasi will take place at
Lairg, on Friday, the 1st day of December. Rev. R. R. Sinclair, Wick,
will in'each at ]2.30 p.m. D.V.
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