


















































The Discipline of the Church. 121

6. These being the ends proposed, it remains to see in what way the
Chureh is to execute this part of discipline, which consists in jurisdiction.
And, first, let us remember the division above laid down, that some sins
are publie, others private or secret. Public are those which are done
not before one or two witnesses, but openly, and to' the offence of the
whole Chureh. By secret, I mean not such as are altogether comcealed
from men, such as those of hypocrites (for these fall not under the judgment
of the Church) but those of an intermediate deseription, which are not
without witnesses, and yet are not public. The former class requires not
the different steps which Christ enumerates; but whenever anything of
the kind occurs, the Church ought to do her duty by summoning the
offender, and correcting him according to his fault. In the second
class, the matter comes not before the Church, unless there is contumacy,
according to the rule of Christ. In taking cognisance of offences, it is
necessary to attend to the distinction between delinquencies and flagrant
iniquities, In lighter offences there is mot so much occasion for security,
but verbal chastisement is sufficient, and that gentle and fatherly, so
as not to exasperate or confound the offender, but to bring him back to
himself, so that he may rather rejoice than be grieved at the correction.
Flagrant iniquities require a sharper remedy. It is mot sufficient verbally
to rebuke him who, by some open act of evil example, as grievously
offended the Church; but he ought for a time to be denied the communion
of the Supper, until he gives proof of repentance. Paul does mot merely
administer a verbal rebuke to the Corinthian, but diseards him from the
Church, and reprimands the Corinthians for having borne with him for
so long (1 Cor. v: 5). This was the method observed by the ancient and
purer Church, when legitimate government was in vigour. When any one
was guilty of some flagrant iniquity, and thereby cause scandal, he was
first ordered to abstain from participation in the Sacred Supper, and
thereafter to humble himself before God, and testify his penitence before
the Church. There were, moreover, solemn rites which, as indications of
repentance, were wont to be preseribed to those who had lapsed. When
the penitent had thus made satisfaction to the Church, he was received
into favour by the laying on of hands. This admission often receives
the name of peace from Cyprian, who briefly describes the form. ¢ They
act as penitents for a certain time, next they come to confession, and
receive the right of communion by the laying on of hands of the bishop
and eclergy.,” Although the bishop with the clergy thus superintended
the restoration of the penitent, the consent of the people was at the same
time required, as he elsewhere explains. (We may here point out that
the Reformed Church changed the method of dealing with the penitents,
but the substance remained as in the days of Cyprian.)

7. So far was any one from being exempted from this discipline, that
even princes submitted to it in common with their subjects; and justly,
since it is the discipline of Christ, to whom all sceptres and diadems should
be subject. Thus Theodosius, when excommunicated by Ambrose, because
of the slaughter perpretrated at Thessalonica, laid aside all the royal
insignia with which he was surrounded, and publicly in the Church bewailed
the sin into which he had been betrayed by the fraud of others, with
groans and tears imploring pardon. Great kings should not think it a
disgrace to them to prostrate themselves suppliantly before Christ, the
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King of kings, nor ought they to be displeased at being judged by the
Church. For seeing they seldom hear anything in their courts but mere
flattery, the more mecessary is it that the Lord should correct them by
the mouth of His priests. Nay, they ought rather to wish the priests not
to spare them in order that the Lord may spare. (Calvin’s reference to
‘ priests ” does not mean popish priests, yea, rather he means the ancient
practice of the Church of God under Moses, Aaron, and the whole economy
of the Hebraic theocracy as chapter xi. section 6 in this vol. clearly
proves.) (Note: We may also point out that Calvin gives no countenance
to bishops either in the popish or Episcopal sense, but verily he does
in the strict Secriptural semse, In the Secriptural sense all bishops are
pastors, and all pastors are bishops. The Episcopal and popish bishops
are political puppets—which either serve the government they represent
or the Vatican.) I hereby say nothing as to those by whom the jurisdic-
tion ought to be exercised, because it has been said elsewhere (chap. xi.
sec. 5, 6). 1 only add, that the legitimate course to be taken in excom-
munication, as shown by Paul, is not for the elders alome to act apart
from others, but with the knowledge and approbation of the Church, so
that the body of the people, without regulating the procedure, may, as
witnesses, and guardians, observe it, and prevent the few from doing
anything capriciously. Throughout the whole procedure, in addition to
invoeation of the name of God, there should be a gravity bespeaking the
presence of Christ, and leaving nmo room to doubt that He is presiding
over His own tribunal. (The above view of Calvin coincides exactly
with our mode of procedure as Kirk-Sessions, Presbyteries, and Synod
represents the “whole Church, and through the officers representing the
people, the voice of the whole Church is heard in her courts.

(To be continued.)

Literary Notice.

God’s Sovereignty, Part iii—Sovereign Grace Union, 19 Ludgate Hill, E.C.4.

The Sovereign Grace Union are doing an excellent work in publishing
this classic in parts. The price in limp cover is 1/- or post free, 1/3d.
This work has an assured place in theological literature that it needs no
recommendation at this date. Many will read these parts as issued who
might not sit down to read the book.

Notes and Comments.

Toadying to the Pope—The Pope seems to be kept busier than he ought
to be by visits of British politicians. What special reason have Prime
Ministers, Deputy-Prime Ministers, ete., to visit the Pope, who, to say
the least of it, was not altogether above hoard in his attitude during the
War.

The Churchman’s Magazine has an excellent Open Letter to the Prime
Minister on his visit to the Pope ih which he makes a few telling criticisms.
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Modernism in the Baptist Union of Scotland.—It is well known that
Modernism holds large sway in the Baptist Union of England. It is
many years ago (1887) since C. H. Spurgeon seceded from that Union
because of its down-grade to unbelief. There were only some seven found
to make their protest against the Union’s action in cutting off the great
preacher. Things have gone apace in the down-grade since then.

The Rev. John Shearer, M.A., ex-President of the Baptist Union of
Scotland, has written a pamphlet entitled ¢ Modernism,” which shows sad
departure from the faith in the Baptist Union of Seotland also. It
appears that many young Baptist ministers have recently turned over
to the Church of Scotland. A Commission of Enquiry was appointed to
investigate the cause of these secessions, and its report has been published.
Mr. Shearer characterises this report in forthright terms as “a sheer
evasion of facts,” He affirms that it is not the higher pay in the “big
Kirk ” which is.the root cause, but rather “it is because the Baptist
Theological College is deeply imbued with German Rationalism, and has
imparted it to its students that these young men have left us.”

" Protest Over P.M.s Visit Pope.—The Northéern Presbytery of the Free

Presbyterian Church of Scotland at its meeting in Dingwall, on the 12th
inst., issued an emphatic protest against the action of the Rt. Hon, W.
8. Churchill, M.P., Prime Minister, in paying a visit recently to the
Pope.

This Presbytery points out that such action is fragrantly in constitutional
opposition to the spirit of the Bill of Rights, and for practical purposes
to the terms and provisions of the above-mentioned Bill in virtue of his
being the head of the Government and, as such, an outstanding representa-
tive both of His Majesty and of His Majesty’s Government,

We profoundly deplore that ome in such an exalted position would
countenance a system and the head of a system which down the ages
to the present day has proved beyond dubiety to be the spiritual, eivil
and ethical foe of the religious and civil rights and liberties of nations
and individuals.

Bearing in mind that our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is Prince of
the Kings of the earth, we humbly and earnestly pray that the Lord may
sustain and guide our Prime Minister in his various responsibilities and
we most earnestly hope that no occasion will be taken by him or by
those in authority to countenance the Vatican henceforth.

Church Notes.

Commumngons.—October, first Sabbath, Tolsta; second, Ness and Gairloch;
third, Greenock; fourth, Lochinver; fifth, Wick. November, first Sabbath,
Oban; second, Halkirk; third, Edinburgh, Dornoch and Uig (Lewis).
South African Mission.—The following are the dates of the Communions:—
Last Sabbath of March, June, September and December. NOTE—Notice
of any additions to, or alteratioms of, the above dates of Communion
should be sent to the Editor.
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