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Constructive Criticism of the Youth Service Schemes in
Scotland.

By NoORTHERN PRESBYTERY FREE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

On réviewing this Scheme, we conclude that there is much under the head-
ings, “PHYSICAL,” “MENTAL,” “CITIZENSHIP,” and “ WORK,”
which is commendable. ’

Strictures, however, fall to be made regarding the Scheme as a whole,
and, especially, on aspeets of its bearing on what is moral and spiritual.

First, regarding the Scheme as a whole, can there be any occasion for
it at all in its present form, if parents had not, to a great extent,
abandoned their solemn responsibility for the moral and spiritual welfare
of their families?

Secondly, we would refer more in detail to the moral and spiritual
aspects of the Scheme. And, frankly, under the heading, “ MORAL "
(page 5), which is defined as ¢ Sélf-discipline; having a sense of responsi-
bility to one’s self and to one’s fellows,” ete., we take serious exception
to the fundamental omission of any reference to one’s responsibility to
God and the moral law. Youth cannot have a true sense of responsibility
to one’s self and to one’s fellows apart from the moral law.

As regards the “ SPIRITUAL” aspect, which is defined as follows:—
“Being inspired not only by a knowledge of conceptions and ideals that
are greater than man himself, and call forth the highest service of which
he is capable, but also by a reverence for them "—the explanation here
of what pertains to the spiritual sphere is totally inadequate. It is
vague. It fails to set forth, even in brief compass, what these eoncep-
tiong and ideals are, or their source. The fact is that the Biblical mean-
ing.of the term. “SPIRITUAL,” according to the tenor of this pamphlet,
is what is in accordance with human reason. This is evident from the
use made of the quotation from Socrates. We point out that the term,
“godly,” as used by Socrates, means what has the approval of “the
gods,” but the same term as used in the Hebrew of the Old Testament,
and in the Greek of the New, has evidently quite another meaning; as
mucl, indeed, as “ God” is different from ‘“the gods.” We may add
that despite the ideals of the Greeks, they lived in a moral morass.

This Youth Service Scheme is, in our estimation, non-Christian in spirit
in the strict sense of the term. Let us cite the statement on page 21,
regarding the proposed misuse of the Christian Sabbath. Instead of
being the day of the memorial of the resurrection of the Lord of Gilory
from the dead, it is proposed to use it for purposes which are secular,
e.g., experiments in social and mental education. It, indeed, seems that
the authors of the Scheme lament that, on the Lord’s Day, there are in
the majority of areas “mno cinemas, nor dancing-halls, nor provision of
any kind to attract young people.”

Those responsible for drawing up this Scheme aim at the moral, cultural,
and spiritual welfare of the youth of our land. The standards referred
to can never, in our judgment, be attained by the spirit manifested and
the prineciples adopted in this Scheme.
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We, therefore, point out that Christianity is the hope of the world. To
attain to the standards belonging to it can only be done by truly Christian
ideals, 'We herewith submit some of the essential truths of the Christian
faith, which is the basis of these ideals. Such ought to be brought to
bear on the youth by all concerned. These are as follows:—

(1) The supernatural inspiration of the Scriptures. On this subject
we observe that only the self-revelation of God given in the Bible can
now, owing to the blight of sin, be considered adequate for conveying the
requisite knowledge of Himself and of divine things to man. In the
Bible alone we have a knowledge of God which is free from error and
superstition, answering to the spiritual needs of fallen man. And it is
by faith that the whole counsel of God is appropriated in an ever-increasing
measure so that God may receive honour and glory through man.

Our Lord and His Apostles evidently regarded the Old Testament
collection as authoritative. An appeal to it was the equivalent of “ God
says.” As to the New Testament, Christ solemnly promised the Apostles
the guidance of the Holy. Spirit, and they themselves were conscious of
the fact that their word was the word of God and therefore authoritative.
The reason for our adverting to this subject is the profound necessity to
study prayerfully the truth concerning this doctrine, to receive it and
act upon the fact that he Scriptures form the alone supreme rule of faith
and manners. If once such an attitude were arrived at, by the enlighten-
ment of the Holy Spirit, we would, in family life and educationally, be
well on the way to a new era.

(2) THE MORAL LAW. This is the law delivered by God to man as
an abiding rule of righteousness. The sum of it is to love the Lord with
all the heart, and our neighbour as ourselves. Here is the rule for moral
conduct. Were this the rule of the Youth Scheme, and instilled into the
minds of the young, it would be calculated to restrain them from open
sin evidencing itself in present-day juvenile delinquency. To conform
oneself to God’s law is true self-discipline, and He, the moral Governor
of men, richly rewards those who do so.

(8) The Person of Christ. The Saviour is God manifest in
the flesh. He is the eternal Son of God. He became man to die, and
thereby obtain eternal redemption for all who obey Him. He is now
the alone Head of His body, the Church, and Head over all things for
the Church,.

(4) The Holy Spirit is a Divine Person. His work is essential to en-
lighten souls in the truth of the written Word of God, to impart eternal
life to them, and lead all who believe to have ultimately every thought
brought into obedience to Christ.

We ask, in the light of these doctrines—to mention these only at present
—how would we as a generation stand, parentally, socially, and education-
ally, were we, with unfeigned faith, to embrace them, and live according
to them?

(To be continued.)
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Notes and Comments.

General Dobbie—~The following cutting has been sent us with a request
for its publication in the Magazine :—General Sir William Dobbie can be
assured that thousands of Christian people in this country are following
his American tour with the greatest interest.  Evidently, the General
occasioned some surprise at the opening of his tour by his insistence upon
observing “ Sunday ” as a day of worship and rest, without the intrusion
of week-day interests. When the inevitable journalists came to interview
him, he told them that he preferred not to talk with them on “ Sundays,”
and made it plain that if publicity depended upon “ Sunday ” interviews
he would forfeit the publicity.

Church Notes.

Communions.—April, first Sabbath, Portnalong and Breasclete; second,
Fort William; third, Greenock; fourth, Glasgow; fifth, Wick. May, first
Sabbath, Kames and Oban; second, Scourie; third, Edinburgh and Broad-
ford. June, first Sabbath, Thurso. South African Mission.—The following
are the dates of the Communions:—Last Sabbath of March, June, Sep-
tember and December. NOTE.—Notice of any additions to, or alterations
of, the above dates of Communions should be sent to the Editor.

Acknowledgments.—Mr. H. 8. MacGillivray has collected 200 volumes
for the South African Missionary School Library. As in former years
Mr. Donald Grant (Grant Educational Company, Union Street, Glasgow)
has generously given a goodly number of school books and the Church
is indebted both to Mr. MacGillivray and Mr. Grant for their interest
in our Mission.

Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges with
grateful thanks the following donations:—

Sustentation Fund.—D>Misses A. McL., 226 Woodlands Road, Glasgow, o/a Lochbroom,
£8; Mrs. J. Petitpas, Badnaban, Lochinver, £1; Miss M. G., 26 Argyll Street, Loch-
gilphead, 10/-.

Home Mission Fund.—Miss E. R. Backies, ‘Golspie, 15/-; Miss M. G., 26 Argyll
Street, Lochgilpbead, 10/-. ,

Dominions and Colonial Missions Fund.—Mr. Donald Beaton Jnr., Hacopioi, Nelson,
New Zealand, £4; Mr. Donald Beaton, Senr., Matiere, King Country, New Zealand—
Weekly Collections, £15 16/6.

Magazine Fund.—Collections received from following Congregations :—Applecross, £3;
Creich, £2 1/3; Plockton, £1 15/6; Raasay, £6 4/-; Strathy, £1 10/-; Laide, £1 12/-;
Waternish, £1 10/-.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.—Bloor Street Hast Presbyterian Church, Toronto, Fifth
Annual Wartime Contribution, per Mr. Rod. Campbell, £79 3/5; A Friend, Harris,
£10; Nurse M. N., Culduthel Road, Inverness, £5; From a bereaved mother in memory
of a dear son, per Mr. A, H. Pottinger, Edinburgh, £5; Mrs. M. M. Sleat, £4; Mrs.
M. 8., Nedd, Drumbeg, £1; Miss McK., Dumbreck, Glasgow, per Rev. Jas. McLeod,
£2; L. M., Roag, Dunvegan, per.Rev. Jas. McLeod, £1 3/-; Wellwisher, Lochinver
postmark, #£1; Miss M. F., Kinbrace, per Mrs. Mackay, Strathy, £1; F.P., Port
Glasgow postmark, o/a Glendale, per Rev. J. Colquhoun, £1; Miss J. F., St. Giles,
Kingussie, 10/-; Mr. J. McL., Kerracher, Drumbeg, 10/-; Mr. and Mrs. N. G., 15
Bigol, Skye, £1; Mrs. C. McL., 5 Fast Street, Sandwick, Stornoway, £1; Swordle
Congregation, per Rev. M. Gillies, £10; Mrs. McL., Laxadale, per Rev. M. Gillies, £1;
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Mr. D, M., 712 Main Street, Saskatoon, Sask., £2; Miss M. G., 26 Argyll Street,
Lochgilphead, £1; From Vancouver Congregation, per Mr. Hugh Mackay, o/a S.A.
Mission as follows:-—1st Collection of year, £68; Thank Offering, £20; Sabbath
School Collection, £10; In loving memory of Alexander Kelly, £2—Total, £100. Revy.
Edwin Radasi acknowledges with sincere thanks the sum of £10 from Mr. and Mrs.
Dunbar and family, 2 Columba Road, Inverness, for distribution of Kaffir Bibles amongst
the people of the South African Mission.

Free Distribution of F.P. Magazine.—Miss C. M. Macdonald, The Orchard, Castle
Street, Dingwall, 2/6; Friend, Daviot, 12/6; Mr. D. MacEwan, Paterson Street, Loch-
gilphead, 5/6; Mr. Alan Gibson, Dalibuigh, South Uist, 2/6; Mr. Baird, 77 Queen
Street, Glasgow, 5/6; Mrs. Young, Druid House, Kames, 2/6; Mr. A. Nicolson, Upper
Mount, Gerald, Dingwall, 8/-; Miss M. V. Fraser, Broomhill Homes, Kirkintilloch,
2/6; Mrs, B. M. MacLean, 3 Milton, Applecross, 6/-; Mrs. Nisbet, Kilchoan, Argyll,
2/6.

The following lists have been sent in for publication :—

Lairg Congregational Funds.—Rev, D. J. Matheson begs to acknowledge with sincere
gratitude £12 from ‘‘ C. C.”

Halkirk Congregational Funds.—Rev. W. Grant gratefully acknowledges £20 from
“ A Friend of the Cause,”” Sutherlandshire, for various funds.

London Congregational Funds.—Rev. J. P. Macqueen begs to acknowledge with sincere
thanks £5 from Mr.,, Mrs. and Miss Canly, Aira, New Zealand and £5 from ‘A
Friend,’”’ Bristol.

Portree CQongregation.—Rev, D. M. Macdonald acknowledges with grateful thanks
the following donations:—Miss K. McL., Raasay, 10/-, o/a Sustentation Fund; Mr.
N. B., £2, o/a Sustentation Fund, £1 for Home Missions and £1 o/a Braes Church
Debt.

South Harrig Mansel Building Fund.—Rev. D. J. MacAskill acknowledges with sincere
thanks the following donations :-—Friend, Drunshader, £2; N, M., Merchant Navy,
Lingerbay, £1; Friend, Inverness, £3; Mrs. M., Inverness, £1; Mrs. G., Inverness, £1;
Friend, Inverness, 10/-; Mr. J. McA., Iverness, £2.

Northton Meeting FHouse Fund.—Rev. D. J. MacAskill thankfully acknowledges the
sum of £2 from ‘‘ Friend > Inverness and 5/- from Miss M. N., Wick.

South African Mission, Bambesi.-—Mrs, J. M. Nicolson, Ingwenya, acknowledges with
grateful thanks £5 from Mr. Roderick' MacLeod, New York, and £19 from ‘‘ A Friend,”
New York, tfor Mission purposes. .

St. Jude’s South African Clothing Fund.—The Treasurer acknowledges with grateful
thanks the following donations :—Mrs. C., Stirling, £1; Miss J. M., Glasgow, £1 10/-;
Mius A, C., Glasgow, 10/-; ‘‘* Wellwisher,”” £2; Mrs. Y., Kames, 10/-; ‘‘ Anonymous,
£1 5/-.

8¢ Jude’s Congregution, Glasgow.—The Treasurer acknowledges with grateful thanks
the following :—

Sustentation Fund.-—Miss R. MecL., Windermere, £2; Friend, £1 5/-; Miss McA.,
Paisley, £2; Anon, £1; Friend, Ps. 122 6-9, £1; M. M. L., 23 Bank Street, 10/-;
Mrs. Holmes, £1 10/-; C. and A. McC., £6; Miss C. McK., Manchester, 10/-.

Foreign Mission.—Friend, per K. M., £1 10/-; Anon, Glasgow postmark, £2; Misg
C. McK., Manchester, 10/-; ¥riend, Forfar, per M. McL., £1.

Home Missions Fund.—Mrs. K. McA., North Street, per A. N., £2 10/-; Anon, £2;
Anon, 10/-.

R.A.F. Benevolent Fund.—Friend, St. Jude's, £1,

China Mission.—Friend, St. Jude’s, 10/-.

Literature, H.M. Forces.—TFriend, S$t. Jude’s, 10/-.

F.P. Magazine Free Distribution.—Friend, St. Jude’s, 10/-,

Literature to H.M. Forces Fund.—Mrs. Ian Matheson, Carminish, Dingwall, 7/6;
Mrs. M. Mackinnon, Gillin, Hallin, Skye, 5/-; ‘‘ Bushven,’”” 10/-; Mr. M. MacLeod,
Shore, Melvaig, 5/6; Mrs. C. MacLeod, 5 Iast Street, Sandwick, Lewis, 5/-; Mr.
Duncan Gillies, per Rev. M., Gillies, £1; The following per Rev. Wm. Grant:—Argyll-
shire Friend, £1 1/-; Friend of the Cause, Sutherlandshire, £5; ‘‘ Perthshire,”” per
Rev. W. Grant, 10/-; Miss J. Cameron, Pineview, Carr Bridge, 2/6; ‘‘ M. MacC.,”’ £1;
Mr. J. C. Gord.on, Birichen, Dornoch, 2/6.

South African Mission Clothing Fund.—Mr. J. Grant, 4 \ﬁllbum Road, Inverness,
thankfully acknowledges the following donations:—Mrs. MacCorquodale, Tiree, £1;
Miss I, Fraser, St. Gile’s, Kingussie, 10/-; ‘‘ Bushven,’”’ £1. Subscribers will, on
and after this date, kindly send subscriptions, material, etc., to Mrs. Matheson, F.P.
Manse, Lairg. Mrs. Matheson has kindly agreed to carry on in place of the late Mrs.
Miller, Wick.

NOTE.~—Subscribers living abroad and remitting by cable will oblige by writing the

General Treasurer giving particulars and full address which is not given in the
cablegram.



