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eontempt of the Bible itself~ But a word to those who believe in the
reality of rehgion. While the life we have sketched exhibits, as might
be expected, national or Celtic peculiariti'es, we hope none of our readers
will be so narrow-minded as to ascribe this pp,rticular to any peculiarity
of the religion of the Highlands. It was not among Highlanders tliat
the great delineator of religious character,. Bunyan-the Shakespeare of
Theology-drew such portraits as the man' in the iron cage: Faithful
in the hands of Moses, I or Christian and Hopeful in the dungeon of
Despair. Nay, He who "knows our fame," and His own methods of
dealing with His people, has given ample warning of such dangers in
His word: warnings, from time to time fulfilled, not among Celts more
than among Saxons, not in the ardent Eastern temperament more than'
in .the cooler and more phlegmatic modern European, but wherever there
is earnest, life-pervading religious sentiment and experience, encountering
and giving way before the temptations of the devil and the world.
Personal religion is compared to a building, the stability of which must
be tried by storms; iJ.nd temptation is one of these storms. The work
()f the foolish builder (Luke vi. 49), not being founded on the Rock, fell
completely, although specious, "-and the ruin of his work was great."
Of another class, who truly rest on the alone foundation, but .store up
-what is perishable, "wood, hay, and stubble" (1 Cor. iii. 12-15), we are
told that their work shall be burnt, but themselves shall be saved, "yet
so as by fire "-a warning undoubtedly referring to, personal religious
chanacter in general, as well as to the particular case of erroneous
religious teachers specified in the passage. The writer was informed
lately of a person in the middle ranks of society, verY' -like Elizal:)eth in
zeal, but wanting perhaps in spiritual contrition and self-denial, who
fell ultimately into similar distress; and died in despair. An unstable,
perishable superstructure of religious character and profession, and a
consequent unpreparedness for the dreadful onsets of the enemy, are
likely to result, wherever' certain elements of Christian character and
experience are w:anting, such as those indicated in the following
pastages :-

Take unto you the whale armour of God, that ye may be able to stand
in the evil day.

Blessed are the poor in spirit.-I will leave in the ,midst of thee an
afflicted and poor people, and they shall trust in the name of the
Lord.

Theref(Jre,' brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh to live after the
flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die; but, if ye through
the spirit, do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live.

•
Brid Obituaries,

"Man goeth to his long home," are words of truth ever being fulfilled
among us.

The past year saw the homecoming of several of the Lord's dear poople
from our midst. Among these were the following who attained an
average age of over four score years:-
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The late Mr. SINCLAIR POLSON, Ell1er, Halkirk.
Following in the footsteps of his worthy father (Donald PoIson, who

died in 1904) the subject of this notice faithfully discharged the duties
of Deacon, and for about thirty years as Elder, in Halkirk Congregation.
IIe also rendered long and acceptable service as Precentor. Born at
Clayock, Bower, he removed to Kirkhill Farm about twenty years ago.
While diligent in pusiness he was ever attentive to matters pertaining to the
Cause of Christ. He had a deep attachment to the truth, having in his
own soul experienced the awakening and enlightening power of it. This
work began under the preaching of the Gospel early in life, and where the
Lord begins He carries on to the end. The loss of ,a son in the 11)14/18
war,and the death of his worthy wife (a true helpmeet) in 1935 was
deeply felt but submissively borne.

The growing disregard of God's ~aw in the County was a grief to him
• and to others likeminded. He genuinely appreciated the continued witness

for the whole counsel of God by our Church,and the much needed, and
distinctive testimony raised in 1893, This he proved in practice by an
unwavering adherence to it.

The eminent Sandy Gair remarked, "The Lord brought His -:people out
of Egypt in one night but He took forty years to drive Egypt out of
~hem." Sinclair PoIson was weary of Egypt within but that is now
forever left behind and the heavenly Canaan reached. Th'e expected end
came at Kirkhill, on the tenth of May last at the age of seventy-eight.

To the bereaved family, of one son and three daughters, we express
sympathy. May the prayers of their late parents on their behalf be
answered.

The Late Mr. BENJAMIN SWANSON, Thurso.

The death of Benjamin Swanson, of Sill(~lair Street, Thurso, at the
age of eighty-one, in December, 1943, meant the removal of one who was
indeed a lover of "the old paths." He was for many years an Elder in
the Reformed Presbyterian Church. The R.P.s, and the O.s. Church
had congregations in Thurso for a long period, but' they ceased to exist
over twenty years ago. The former built a church there in 1856, in which
the late Dr. Kennedy of Dingwall, at Communion seasons, preached in
Gaelic, while English services were held in the Church of Dr. Taylor.
The R.P. building was bought in 1927 by the Free Presbyterian Congrega­
tion, and Benjamin Swanson, who had previously associated himsclf
with them, took a lively and prayerful interest in the services there
until the end of his day. In prayer _he frequently alluded to Scotland's
Covenanters and Covenants, but his hope for eternity was in the Covenant

_ of Grace.
His integrity of life, and devotion to truth, commanded the respect

of his fellow citizens. During his last illness it was evident that the
Word was his great comfort.

To his sorrowful widow prayerflli sympathy is extended.

The Late Mrs. DAVID MACKAY, Halkirk.

By the death of Mrs. Mackay a noteable link with the past has been
broken. She was one of the very few remaining members in our Church,
who had been a Communicant in the Old Free Church.
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She clearly manifested in her life and conversation that her desire
was towards the Lord, and the remembrance of His name. It has been
said that, "Never was a babe born in Bethlehem but there was a Herod
in pursuit of it." She was not ignorant if this pursuing enemy; and
more than once told of a sweet deliverance experienced, quoting Psalm
18, verse 16:

"And from above the Lord sent down,
and took me from 'below;

From many waters he me drew,
which would me overflow."

Before the Halkirk F.P. Church was built in 1896, the smlilll, but loyal,
company who separated in 1893 from the Declaratory Act Church. met
in the house and workshop of Mrs. Mackay and late husband. T<> the
warmth of these gatherings she often referred, and told many interesting
notes of the excellent of bygone years. On eighth July last she passed
into enternity at the age of eighty-four looking unto Jesus.

The surviving members of her family (in Dunfermline and U-.S.A.) have
been bereaved of a praying mother. Much will be required of' them­
may they realise it and by ,the grace of the Lard Jesus Christ be, prepared
to meet tlie Judge of all.

With those who mourn we symJ>athise. W. G.

Not_ad COllUDenls.
Bad News.-The Scotsm(}/(/, (3rd January) has an article by Dr. Norman

MacLean in which he makes the following reference to the Pope's recent
message: -" The Pope's recent Christmas broadcast marks another stage
towards the goal of coLlective security, for it places the whole influence
and authority of the Catholic Church behind the movement that aims
at abolishing war. Unlike the' national and sectional churches' is world
wide aud its voice 'reaches all nations." This is bad news indeed for
all who have paid the slightest attention to Rome's strange attitude in
the pres~nt war. "Meanwhile," concludes Dr. MacLean, "His Holiness,
the Pope deserves the gratitude of 0.11 lovers of righteousness, justice
and peace." We once read in an article by an American journalist of
seme one who was trying to white wash black sheep. We have never
witnessed the process but the phrase has a meaning and Dr. 'MacLean
did his best for the Pope but he made a p,oor job.

Church Notes.
Oom~ons.-Februarly, fiirst Sabbath, Dingwall; third, Stornoway.

Mar'ch, first Sabbath, IDlapool; second, Portree and Ness. .

Oommwnion Services.-Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, Eccleston
Hall, Eccleston Street, Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W.I.

In connection with the dispensation of the Lord's Supper on Sabbath,
1st April, the following Services have been arranged (D.V.) to be con­
ducted by the Rev. W. Grant, Halkirk, and t]le Rev. D. R. 'MaeDonald,
Tarbert, Harris:-
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Thursday, 29th March"7 ;p.m.;:iE'riday,30th.March,3.30 p.m. (Gaelic),
7 p.m. (Fellowship, Meeting); Saturday, 31st Mar<;h, 3,30 P'I!!-'" and 7 p.m.;
Sabbath, 1st April, 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic), and 7 p.m.;: Monday, 2nd
April, 3.30 p.ll1. (Gaelic) and 7 p.m.

, Services are held every Sabbath at 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic), and 5 p.re.
Weekly Prayer-meeting, Wednesd~, 7 ;pm..

Appeal from Northton, Harri6.-'rhe Northton section of the South
Rarris Congi~gation have been worshipping for the last 50 years in: an
old building in the midst of sand dunes far away from the' village and
difficult to reach especially in the, winter months. After enduring, all
these year,s of discomfort, it is now unanimously, resolved to remOve
as much of this building as can he used to a new site central to all the
people. The Congregation w~ll do their best to meet th-eexpense, bilt
will welcome any financial help which frierids throughout the Church ,wjll
be moved to give them. Mr. John Martin, ,22 Northton and Mr.' Sam.
Morrisoll" 39 Northton will gladly, and thankfully acknowledge any dona­
tion sent them for this purpose. The Outer Isles Presbytery cordiaUy
endorse this appeal. MA}COLM GILLIES Presoyter1y Clerk.

Literatwre to Forces FlI.nd.-The distribution of good literature continues,
and ,extends to Navy, Army, Air Force, and Hospitals, etc. The Com­
mittee is able to secure further considerable quantities at reasonable cost.
The 'fund needs further support. Pray that these efforts be blessed.

B.B.'C, BroadoostiJng on the Lord's 'Day.-The Outer Isles Presbytery
of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland hereby protest against' the
B.B.C. broadcasting English lessons to the Continent on the Lord's Day.
There are six days in the week on which this work could ,be 'done.
"Righte'ousness exalteth a nation, but sin i)3 the reproach of any people."
We have no objection to the propogation of the English language, but
we think it is wholly unnecessary to desecrate the Lord's Day in such a
manner, in a foremost prOfoundly Protestant and Christian country. We
consider it unjust to use public money for such a purpos.e.

Ord!inu1.tion of Rev, Edwin RadJa.si as Missi<mary.-The Northern l'resby­
tery'met at Lairg on Friday the 1st December, ]944, for ,the ordination
of Rev. E. Radasi as Missionary of the Church in South Africa. The
Rev. R. ,R. Sinclair preached from Mark xvi. 20. Thereafter Rev. Wtn.
Gr~nt, the Moderator of the Presby,tery, put the usual questions to :Mr.
Radasi, who on answering them satisfactorily and signing the formula,
knelt 'and was 'set apart by solemn prayer anq. by imposition of hands
to the "o:6icer of the Roly Ministry as a Missionary of the Church. Till;
Moderator and the other members of the Presbytery gave him the right
h~nd of fellowship. Re "'!iB suitably addresse.d by Mr. Grant ·as to 11i8
duties and wOl'k-and mention was made of Mr. Radasi's, father-the
Rev..John B. Radasi-who, forty years ,ago, was the founder of the
Free,' Presbyterian ChUl'ch South African Mission. There ~as a very
large congregation, friends being present from Lochinver, Seourie, Kin-
loehbervie, StI'athy,· Wick, Halkirk, Rogart and 'D&rnoch. , '

We pray that the Lord may abundantly bless Mr.. Radasi "in his pro­
speetive sphere of labour.
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AcImowledcmeat of DoaatiOllL

If

Mr. J. Grant, 4 Mlllbun. Road, InverneBs, General Treasurer, acknowledges with
grateful thanks the the following donattons:-

Sustentation' Fund.-'· Strontian." £1; .A Friend, Carl' Bridge, £1; }.Ir., E. ~1., Tal'bel't.
Harris, £1 j "A GairlO'chLovat Scout," i/n Coigach Congregation, per Mr. Rod~

Graharn, 10/-; l\frs. Macdolluld. Opoho, DUlledill, N.Z., o(a. Lochbl'oOlll Congregatioll,
per Rev. D. N. 1I1acLeod, £12.

Ohina Ml8Sion. Fund.-" Well \Visher," Appl~cross. £1; "'VeIl WiShcl'," Skye, 10/-;
Plockton Congregation per Mr. A. Gollan Oil behalf of Lady Cripps' li'un'l for Ohlna,.
£8 6/·.

O·rgani8'c"tion Fund.-Friend, Curl' i{l'idgc, £1. r;,~

Litera.ture to H.M. Forces Fund.-I"riend, 'romatin, per ~fr. A. 'V" Dougan, 5/- ~

Late GlteellOck Friends, per Rev. Wm. Grant, 5/-.

Magaz'ine F'uud.-Ncf:\:J CQngrcgntlon per Mr. 'V. ltfacLean, £2.

JClOis"" and F&reig1lt ·J1iSltiQ1l8.-H A Free Presbyterian in Canada" (Halt Yearly),.
£9 7/6; Anon, Oban, ., I:n memory of the l~te 1<Ir. Radasi, o/a. New Buiklings at
l\1ission," £5; Friend, Carl' fltidge, £5; 'VelI. 'Visher, Applecross, £1; A F'riend,
fshleldalg, £1; "Wee Maga," for Mission Schools, £2; "A. C.," Glasgow, £1;' Well
Wlsher, Skye, 10/-; Mr. J. MeP., Knockandhu, per Mr. A. V. Doug.n, 14/7; Friend,
Swordie, per Rev. M. Gtlliel:5, £2; Ii'rielld, Lochs, per ·Mrs. GilUes, £1; l\{t·s. l\foP.,.
50 Captain Street, GrceHocI(, lQ/~; .• Skyrnan," per Rev. Jas. McLeod, £1; !\if. McL.,
Stanlcy Cottage, Brora, 12/0; "A Friend," o/a Glelldale, per Re.v. J. Colquhoun,
£3; ·Mrs. MacUae (late of Inyt~rlless), 60 Stanley Road, Gisborne,' New Zeallind, £5.

Synod. Stat'mn.ent FU'lld.-A l"l'iend, per Rev. F. ~IacLeod, 2/6; Glendale Congregation,
£2.

Bout1, African Mi-88io't1-alotki1~a Fund.-In view of the much lamented death <Jf.
Mrs. 'MilIar, 'VicIc, who had charge, of this Fund, Sub8cribers will kindly send
donations, for the prescnt and until. fUl'tllP.l' notk"e, to !t'Ir. J. Grant, 4 ~1i\Uburn

Road, Inverness. Rev. R. R. ~Hllclair. \Vic'k, thankfulI)T acknowledges the foliowing­
received after the death of lIIrs. Miller :-Balance of Funds 'on hand, £3 18/0;
Edinburgh OOllgregation per l\-Irs. Maclnt.yre, £14 7/-; Miss lII. A. M., 2 Bank
Street., PlocktOll, £1; Friend, GalrLoch, 5/-.

The 'fOllowing lists have been sent In for pUblication:-
AppZec1·o88 0111Urclt, and Manse .6[aintenance FUlld.-Mr. M. Gillandcl's, l.'reasluer,.

thankfully acknowledges a donation of 1(}j- from A F'lend, Diabeg.
DittgwaU "Ohurch Building F1t1ld.-}'Ir. S. Fraser, rrrelisurer, acknowledges with

grateful thanks the following donations :-li'riend, Ga.il'loch, £1; Miss M."M., 7/6.
Per Rev. D. A. Macfarlane :-li'riencl, Drnmbuie, £2; ]'rielld, £110/~; Miss J. J. S.,
10/·; Friend, MUlr-of·Ord, £1; Two Friend., £3. Foreign Mis"o" P""d....,.." One In
trouble," £1; Mrs. G. P., £1; Mrs. N. C., £1.

Domoo" Oongregational. Punds.-Rev. F. MacLeod acknowledges with sincere thanks·
a donation of £2 from ., 'l'wo Friends" In the South," o/a Communion ,Expenses.

Halkirk Oongregatio"al P""ds.-Rev. Wm; Grant acknowledges with gratefUl thanks.
the following donations for specJ'Q.l purposes ,stated, "Surrey," £1; "Halkitk," £1..

Looltcarron Man-Be Building Futl-d.-Ml'. G. Ross, ,Schoolhouse, Loch(~llrrOll, '1~l'e8SUrer"
acknowledges with sincere thanks the follo·wing donations :-" !4'riend," Kishorn, £5;
"Young Friend," InverneSts, £1; J. !.fcI., UJg, Lewis, £1; "A.S.," Applecl'oss, £:.:.,
per ?t-Il'. J. ;Mackenzie, Kilshorn; Capt. D. n. KiUcarnau, £1 per: Treasurer; D. Is.,
Mattere, King'S Count)", New Zealand, £5 per Rev. A. D. MacLeod.

London Oongrega.tional Fund8.-Rev. J. F. lfacqueen. acknowledges with sincere
thanks the following. <lonatlolls :-A London Friend of tbe Cause, £6; Mrs. C. M.,
TO/'onto, 10/-; A Frieud, Shel,herd'" Bush Postmark, 10/-; Miss C. B., Montreal, £2.

Bouth Harr·ls Manse BuiliUng Fund.--Rev. D. J. MacAskiU acknowledges. with grateful
tb.nks the following :-Collellting Card per Miss MacAulay, Tarbert, £17 OB. 6l!.;
O. Oard, Kyles, Sealpay, £17 8/· C. Card per Mr. J. },lelnnes, Uig, Lewls, £14 8/-;
Mr. and 1\-11'8. M. M., Glasgow, £2; ].'riend, Borrisdale, £1.

Btorn01OtW Oongregational F"nds.-llev. M. GUlies acknowledges with sincere thanks
a donation of £6 from Mrs. Orrock per Mr. N. MacLeod, 'l'reasurer, on hehaif of
~tor.noway Foreign Mission Collection.

PiU (L61Ois), 01£"1'0" Buildi1lU Pund.-Mr. D. Matheson, Tre.surer, acknowl~dges
with grateful thanks. the following donations :-A Friend per M. McL., OHlT, £1;
Nurse MeK., Tarbert, £2: )1I8s MeA., Tarbert, £1; Dr. MacD., Gis!a, £1; Mr.
and Mrs. D. McI., 7 Ardvoil, £5.

Raa.ay Manse B"ilding· Ftmd:-Mr. E. Macrae, ~'rCflsurer, gratefully acknowledges
the follo.will~:-C. Card" Edillburgh Congregation, per C. MdcLeod, £41; .A.. N.,
St.ation Hotel, Achnssheeu, £1; J. ~lcL., Hazlemere, Surrey, £1; 1\'1. M. F., Suther~

landsbire, £1, peL' Uev. H. t'ampbell; Friend, Iuveruess, ,per M.r. J. Grant, 10/8.


