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no thorn of the wilderness can wound us, but it has already wounded
him: no fiery dart can assault us, but it has already assaulted him.
Verily, he is touched with the feeling of llJll our infirmities: believe it
only, dear Christian brethren, that when the Refiner sits at his furnace
during the whole process of your trial and purification, his own holy
and almighty heart, more than that of the most affectionate mother,
feels sympathy for you in heaven. Therefore it was out of mere mercy
and love towards a world of sinners, that God spared not his own SOil,
but delivered him up to the furnace of trial, and put into his hand
the full cup of human woe.

It appears also, that herein he had an object with reference to the
tempter himself; on account of the distinguished situation which the
chief of the apostate angels occupies in the kingdom of spirits. If we
put together the scattered notices of that fallen morning star, which
are dropped in various parts of Scripture, we can hardly suppress our
admiration and awe, at beholding something of the natural character
of this degenerate prince of hell.

Satan,. in the surprising ruins' of his former unspeakable glory, is
with good reason in Scripture introduced to our notice; for where among
men can we find intelligence, prudence, perseverance, energy, and power
like his f and, what is more astonishing, these aTe only the relics of his
origin3l1 glory;-the Satan, I say, of the Bible, still appears with a
kind of majesty; not only in his being called a prinee, and a mighty
one, but even "the god of this world"; and we cannot but observe in
Scripture that occasionally a kind of respect appears to be paid to his
ruined dignity. The apostle Jude, in a passage, where, be it observed,
he is producing a contmst to those who despise dominion and speak evil
of dignities or magistrates, says, "Yet Michael the archangel, when
contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst
not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke
thee.. But these filthy dreamers speak evil of those things which they
know not" (Jude 9, 10). In the book of Job, we behold the sons of
God presenting themselves before Jehovah, and it is added, "Satan came
also among them, to present himself before the Lord" (Job i. and ii.).
And the Lord condescended to converse with him, and to ask him if he
had considered his servant Job. And in reply to the subtle question of
the false accuser, "Doth Job fear God for noughU" the Lord gave him
power over all that belonged to that holy man; he permitted Satan to
visit and to try him, that hell itself might learn that Divine strength
ean be perfected in human weakness. What a wonderful transaction I
Surely it constrains us to say, that "the Almighty "considered it of
:Borne importance, that even the prince of darkness should acknowledge
Deity, and give the Lord the glory due unto his name. And this is
really the case; for at his name every knee shall bow, and every tongue
confess that he is Lord. Hence, likewise, it appears, that Satan was
even permitted to take a look at the deep foundation of the work of
redemption and reconcilliation; and to do this more especially by tempting
the Lamb of God's provision, to try if he could find any fauilt with his
unblemished purity; that our inveterate adversary might know Messiah's
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qualifications as a Surety to atone for human transgression; that he
might know, that "Zion" is "redeemed with righteousness" (Isa. i. 27),
and not with arbitrariness; and that he miglit never be able, with any
show of justice, to protest against the salvation of God's elect (Rom.
viii. 33). When the wisest and most subtle of all rebellious spirits is
compelled to astonishment at the wisdom of God, to admire his doings,
to wonder in mute silence at the depth of Ms counsels, to commend,
against his natural will and inclination, the equity of the Divine proceed­
ings, and to give honour to God unto his own confusion, this surely tends
not a little to the glory of the riivine name. One of the most solemn
and sublime moments in the great day of full manifestation will be,
when Satan himself shall be compelled to yield acknowledgment that
the Lamb is worthy to rEXleive glory, and honour, and power (Rev. v. 13);
and shall feel constmined to bow at the name of another who is greater
than he. This will. amount to a consummation of praise second only
to the halleluiahs of angels.

V. 'THE TEMPTER.

;Forty days and nights of fasting had been spent by our Saviour in
the Jonely wilderness, and "he was afterward an hungered." Then the
tempter came unto him, visibly, but in disguise, probably as "an angel
of light" (2 Cor. xi. 14). He appears to have had a twofold object in
this attempt. First, Satan desired to ascertain whether Jesus was really
the Son of God; and, secondly, in case he were, he meditated to raise
up a rock in his course, upon which the precious work of redemption
should be wrecked for ever.

. It is quite probable, as others have thought likewise, that the tempter
was yet in doubt whether this was the very person of the Messiah. Jesus,
who was called "the carpenter's son," had lived on earth thirty years
in great obscurity, probably working at the industrious occupation of
his reputed father; thus irreproachably, and "in the sweat· of his face,".
earning his da~ly bread; during all which time, we are not told that he
did or said any thing beyond what other children of men might have
done and said; except what is recorded of him with respEXlt to his visit
to the temple, when he was twelve years old. " His" general "kinsfolk
and acquaintance" probably had long begun to think of him as no more
than an amiable man; and it is possible that even Mary and Joseph had
considerably lowered their expEXltations concerning him, as all the miraculous
circumstances of his life had long ago ceased; and the voices from heaven
been discontinued. God veiled the peculiar glory of his Son in such a
manner, that even the keen eyes of Satan might be unable to discern it
in the plain "carpenter, the son of Mary" (Mark vi. 3). This great
adversary, however, did not entirely overlook him. And though, among
men, no one appeared any longer to imagine that the humble ~abourer

at Joseph'.s business could be God's Messiah, yet Satan himself was wise
enough not to lay too much stress upon a poor and humble exterior. He
could think it possible, that this "carpenter" in all his obscurity might
nevertheless be the Lord of glory. He would see nothing inconsistent
or absurd in the Redeemer's having to commence his great work in such
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poverty and lowliness; and many a strange event and circumstance, which
he had observed in his history from its commencement, would intimate
to him too plainly that Jesus of Nazareth could be no other than the
Son of God. Still however, he only conjectured this verity; he had not
yet that clear conviction and assurance of it, which a fallen archangel
would require; therefore he desired to obtain full conviction and certainty,
that he might take his measures accordingly. Had he at present actually
discerned him as the Messiah, much of his subsequent conduct towal'ds
him, would, as we shall hereafter see, be inexplicable. His first and
immediate object therefore, was to ascertain this. Very prudently did
the crafty spirit so· preconcert his temptations, that if Jesus were really
the Messiah, his work of redemption might meet, at the outset, with a
shock by which it should be for ever frustrated. The ultimate object
of the prince of darkness' was by an adroit manoeuvre to divert the
Saviour from his mediatorial career, and thus to confirm his own infernal
dominion over mankind. He therefore presents himself to Jesus, as a
well-wishing and kind-hearted frjend. He would have it appear that he
desired nothing so much as to see the grea~ work of redemption prospered
and achieved; only he professes to suggest a shorter method of accomplish­
ing the g<lorious design; and he plans all with the very craft and
methodical subtlety that might be expected from a being, who with the
strongest natural power of intellect, had sunk into the deepest abysses of
wickedness and malignity.

(To be conti1lllU3d.)

Notes and Comments.
A Very Useful Pamphlet.-Mr. A. J. Pollock has written a very useful

pahphlet on "Is Roman Catholicism of God f" We strongly recommend
its perusal to our young people and also to aLl our readers. It may be
had from the Central Bible Truth Depot, 11 Little Britain, London,
E.C.l, Price 9d. (postage extra.)

(Jre7na,tion Considered in the Light of the Word of God.-This is a
timely protest (two-page leaflet) by Pastor Rowall against the pagan
practice of cremation getting so common. Mr. Powell's address is: 3
Roach Place, Rochdale, ~ngiland. Unfortunately no price is given on
the leaflet. .

Church Notes.
Communions.-March, first Sabbath, Ullapool; second, Portree and

Ness; third, Finsbay and Lochinver; fourth, Kinlochbervie and North
Tolsta. April, first Sabbath, Portnalong and BreascJ.ete; third, Greenock;
fourth, Glasgow; fifth, Wick. May, flrst Sabbath, Kames and Oban;
second, ,Scourie; third, Edinburgh and Broadford. South Afriootn Mission.
-The following are the dates of the Communions: -Last Sabbath of
March, June, September and December. NOTE.-Notice of any additions
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to, or alterations of, the above dates of Communions should be sent to
the Editor.

Oommwnion Ser,;ioes.-Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, Eccleston
Rall, Eccleston Street, Buckingham Palace Road, London, S.W.I.

In connection with the dispensation of the Lord's Supper on Sabbath,
1st ApriJl, the following Servic'es have been arranged (D.V.) to be con­
-ducted by the Rev. W. Grant, Halkirk, and the Rev. D. R. MacDonald,
Tarbert, Harris;-

Thursday, 29th March, 7 p.m.; Friday, 30th March, 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic),
7 p.m. (Fellowship Meeting); Saturday, 31st March, 3.30 p.m. and 7 p.m.;
Sabbath, 1st April, 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic), and 7 p.m.; Monday,.2Itd
April, 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic) and 7 p.m.

Services are held every Sabbath at 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic), and 5 p.m.
Weekly Prayer-meeting, Wednesday, 7 pm..

Colleotion tor Magazine Fund.-At its last meeting the Synod decided
to take up a special collection for this Fund to defray the extra cost of
producing the Magazine rather than increase its price. During last war
the price was increased but the Synod rather than increase the price as
stated above decided to take up a special collection. Our readers need
not be reminded that the cost of paper and materials required for the
production of Magazines has as yet showed no sign offailling. It is
also to be borne in mind that we have now two magazines while in the
last war we had only one. .

Notice to Congregational Treas'il1'ers.-Congregational Treasurers are
reminded that copies of their financial statements, duly audited, are to
be sent to the Clerks of Presbyteries under whose jurisdiction their con­
.gregations are.

N otioe to Clerks of Kirk-Sess'ions and D~aoons' Courts.-Clerks of
Sessions and of Deacons' Courts are hereby reminded that their records,
with Communion Rolls, are to be sent for examination to the Clerks of
Presbyteries under whose jurisdiction their congregations are, not later
than the end of April. Sufficient to cover return postage should be
included.

Notioe to Magazine Subsoribers.-Subscribers are respectfully reminded
-that their subscriptions for 1944-45 are now due and Mr. John Grant, 4
Millburn Road, Inverness, will feel obliged by an early remittance. The
annual subscription is 4/6 post free. Subscribers are requested to read
the instructions on p. ii. of the cover of the Magazine and to state
whether they are new or former subscribers when sending their subscrip­
tions. The /;\ubscription for the two Magazines-Free Presbyterian and
Young People's-is 7/6, post free.
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Acknowledgment of D0D8.tioos.
Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treastll">l', aalmowledges with

grateful thanks the following donations:-
Sustentation Fund.-Mrs. McL., The Sheiling, tViemore, £1; M. C. ·1I., Kildermorie"

Alness, £2.

.Aged amd Infirm M'inisters' Widows'" & Orphans' Fund.-Mr. and Mrs. G. D. MeD.,.
Eggertsville, N. York, per Rev. .T. P. Macqueen, £10.

Oollege Fllnd.-Mr. and Mrs. G. D. McD., New York, per Rev. J. P. Macqueen, £1(}

Ohina Mi88ion.-Miss I~\ McL., Bayhead, Balemo!e, N. Uist, £3; Oban Congregation,
10/-.

Magazine Fund.-Mr. and Mrs. G. D. MeD., New York, per Rev. J. P. Macqueeu,
£10; Bracadale Congregation, £3 17/6; Shleldaig Congregation, £2 16/-; Oban Congrega­
tion, £1; Stoer Congregation, £2 9d.; Achmore, Storno",~ay Congl'eg-ation, £2 5/-; Fins­
bay Congregation, £3 4/11; Braes, Portree t)ongregation, £2; ~11'. R. Gillanders, 1
Upper To~caig, Applecross, 12/6.

Home Mi88;on Fllnd.-Mrs. S., Skelpick House, Bettyhill, £1.

Jewish and Foreign Mis8'ionB.-From the Trustees of the late James Campbell,
Inverness, balance of Sale of the Rev. Lachlan Mackenzie's books, £23 5/9; Anon,
Kyle postmark, £10; Mr. and Mrs. G. D. },IcD., New York, per Rev. J. P. Macqueen,
£10; Miss F. McL., Bayhead, Balemore, North Uist, £4; A Departed Friend, (}Ilasgow,
per Rev. Jas. McLeod, £3; A Fri.end, Lochcarron, per Mr. \V. ~IacLean, Ness, £3;
Anonymous Friend, Skye, £2,; Miss E. R., BackLes, Golspie, £1; Mr. J. C. Achterneed,.
10/-; Wellwisher of the Cause, Maryburgll, 5/-; Stornoway ~abbath Scllool per Rev.
M. Gilties, £3 7/-; Miss J. F' r Bank House, Halkirk, £1 6/-; A Friend, Inverness, £1.

Literatllre to H;M. Forces Fund.-Mrs. F. N., The Stores, Borve, ~kye, 12/6;
Mrs. T. Badfearn, Aultbea-Bibles for Forces, £1; Mrs. McL., The Sheiling, AViemore,
5/-; J. Campbell, Worcester Park, ,Surrey, 10/~; Mr., l\..r. Stewart, Nedd, Drumbeg, The­
following per Rev. W. Grant :-Anon, Inverness, £2;, ,Mrs. J. McLean, Inverness, 10/~;

}fr. S. F., Strathpeffer, £1; ~frs. Connell, Stirling, £1; Wellw~sher. Edinburgh, £2; Oban
Congregation per Mr. J. Martin, £1 10/-.

F. P. Magazine Free Di8tribution Fllnd--Mr. E. Cattanacll, 7 Breadalbane 'rerraee,
Edinburgh, 2/6; Mr. H. Vertican, 10 Fairfield Avenue, Kirkella, Yorks, 13/6; Mrs_
E. MacLeod, 116 Cross Skigersta Road, Port of Ness, per Mr. Wm.. MacLean, 10/-.

The follow!ri.g lists have been sent In for publlcation:-
Helmsdale OongregationaZ Funds.-Mr. James Davidson, Treasurer, acknowledges with

grateful thanks the following :-From Active Service F ..P. o/a Cllurcll Funds, £1 10/­
and £1 10/- o/a Foreign Missions.

BOlltk Harri8 Manse Building Fllnd.-Mr. Peter MacLeod, 8 Borrisdale, tllankfully
acknowledges tile following Collections :-Nortllton, £11 2/-; Glen and Kintulavlg, £9'
1/-; ~trond, £6 5/6; Leverburgll, £5 1/6; Borrlsdale, £7 12/6; Rodel, £3 5/-.

Stoer Oongregation.-Mr. Rod. Kerr, 'l'reasurer, acknowledges with grateful thanks·
the following donation o/a Sustelltation Fund :-:Mrs. Matheson, New Zealand, £2;
Anon, LoC'hinver postmark, 10/-.

Bt. Jllde'8 SOllth Africa" Olothing F"nd.-The Committce acknowledges with grateful
thanks Contributions amounting to £23 16/- and the following amounts direct per
Treasurer :-Miss E. C., Glasgow, £1; MIss M. MeN., Glasgow, 10/-; Miss M. (per
St. Jude's) £1; Proverbs 3 9, £3 10/-.

South African Mission Olothing Fund.-:Mr. J. Grant, Inverness, acknowledges with
sincere thanks a donation of £2 from Mrs. Gillies per Rev. M. Gillies. Mrs. Gibson,
Salvador, Bask., Canada, £1 2/6.

London Oongregational Funds.-Rev. J. P. Macqueen thankfUlly acknowledges tile'
following donations :-Mr. A. and Mrs. G. D. Macdonald, Egg'ertsville, New York,
£10; Mrs. Morrison, Vancouver, £1; Mr. J. R. M, Mlll1fO, Hamilton, Ontario, £1.

Lochcarron Manse Building Fund.-The Treasurer acknowledges with sincere thanks
the following donations :-Mr. Wm. Mackay, Paint, Stornoway, per D. Macleod, £5.
Per Treasurer :-C. M. L., "Lotts," Portree, 10/-; F.P., Raasay, i1; R, Gillanders,
Applecross, £5; M. Forsyth, Glasgow, £2; Marg. MeKenzie, Glasgow, £1'; A. Maclennan,
Leckmelm, Garve, £1; Miss J. Maclean, Leckmelm, Garve, £2. '

NOTE.-Subscribers living abroad anQ. remitting by cable will oblige by writing the
General Treasurer giving particulars and full address which is not given in the·
cablegram.


