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qualifications as a Surety to atome for human transgression; that he
might know, that ¢ Zion” is “redeemed with righteousness” (Isa. i. 27),
and not with arbitrariness; and that he might never be able, with any
show of justice, to protest against the salvation of God’s elect (Rom.
viii. 33). When the wisest and most subtle of all rebellious spirits is
compelled to astonishment at the wisdom of God, to admire his doings,
to wonder in mute silence at the depth of his counsels, to commend,
against his natural will and inclination, the equity of the Divine proceed-
ings, and to give honour to God unto his own confusion, this surely tends
not a little to the glory of the Divine name. One of the most solemn
and sublime moments in the great day of full manifestation will be,
when Satan himself shall be compelled to yield acknowledgment that
the Lamb is worthy to receive glory, and honour, and power (Rev. v. 13);
and shall feel constrained to bow at the name of another who is greater
than he, This will amount to a consummation of praise second only
to the halleluiahs of angels.

‘.

V. THE TEMPTER.

Forty days and nights of fasting had been spent by our Saviour in
the lonely wilderness, and “he was afterward an hungered.” Then the
tempter came unto him, visibly, but in disguise, probably as “an angel
of light” (2 Cor. xi. 14). He appears to have had a twofold object in
this attempt. First, Satan desired to ascertain whether Jesus was really
the Son of God; and, secondly, in case he were, he meditated to raise
up a rock in his course, upon which the precious work of redemptlon
should be wrecked for ever.

. It is quite probable, as others have thought likewise, that the tempter
was yet in doubt whether this was the very person of the Messiah. Jesus,
who was called “the carpenter’s son,” had lived on earth thirty years
in great obscurity, probably working at the industrious occupation of
his reputed father; thus irreproachably, and “in the sweat. of his face,”,
earning his daily bread; during all which time, we are mnot told that he
did or said any thing beyond what other children of men might have
done and said; except what is recorded of him with respect to his visit
to the temple, when he was twelve years old. ¢ His” general “kinsfolk
and acquaintance” probably had long begun to think of him as no more
than an amiable man; and it is possible that even Mary and Joseph had
considerably lowered their expectations concerning him, as all the miraculous
circumstances of his life had long ago ceased; and the voices from heaven
been discontinued. God veiled the peculiar glory of his Son in such a
manner, that even the keen eyes of Satan might be unable to discern it
in the plain “carpenter, the son of Mary” (Mark vi. 3). This great
adversary, however, did not entirely overlook him. And though, among
men, no one appeared any longer to imagine that the humble labourer
at Joseph’s business could be God’s Messiah, yet Satan himself was wise
enough not to lay too much stress upon a poor and humble exterior. He
could think it possible, that this “carpenter” in all his obscurity might
nevertheless be the Lord of glory. He would see nothing inconsistent
or absurd in the Redeemer’s having to commence his great work in such



222 _ Free Presbyterian Magazine.

poverty and lowliness; and many a strange event and circumstance, which
he had observed in his history from its commencement, would intimate
to him too plainly that Jesus of Nazareth could be no other than the
Son of God. Still however, he only conjectured this verity; he had not
yet that clear conviction and assurance of it, which a fallen archangel
would require; therefore he desired to obtain full conviction and certainty,
that he might take his measures accordingly. Had he at present actually
discerned him as the Messiah, much of his subsequent conduet towards
him, would, as we shall hereafter see, be inexplicable.  His first and
immediate object therefore, was to ascertain this. Very prudently did
the crafty spirit so- preconcert his temptations, that if Jesus were really
the Messiah, his work of redemption might meet, at the outset, with a
ghock by which it should be for ever frustrated. The ultimate object
of the prince of darkness' was by an adroit manoceuvre to divert the
Saviour from his mediatorial career, and thus to econfirm his own infernal
dominion over mankind. He therefore presents himself to Jesus, as a
well-wishing and kind-hearted friend. He would have it appear that he
desired nothing so much as to see the grea$ work of redemption prospered
and achieved; only he professes to suggest a shorter method of accomplish-
ing the glorious design; and he plans all with the very ecraft and
methodical subtlety that might be expected from a being, who with the
strongest natural power of intellect, had sunk into the deepest abysses of
wickedness and malignity.
(To be continued.)

Notes and Comments.

A Very Useful Pamphlet.—Mr. A, J. Pollock has written a very useful
pahphlet on “Is Roman Catholicism of God?” We strongly recommend
its perusal to our young people and also to all our readers. It may be
had from the Central Bible Truth Depot, 11 Little Britain, London,
E.C.1, Price 9d. (postage extra.)

Cremation Considered im the Light of the Word of God.—This is a
timely protest (two-page leaflet) by Pastor Rowall against the pagan
practice of cremation getting so common. Mr. Powell’s address is: 3
Roach Place, Rochdale, England. Unfortunately no price is given on
the leaflet.

Church Notes. -

Communions.—March, first Sabbath, Ullapool; second, Portree and
Negs; third, Finsbay and Lochinver; fourth, Kinlochbervie and North
Tolsta. April, first Sabbath, Portnalong and Breasclete; third, Greenock;
fourth, Glasgow; fifth, Wick. May, first Sabbath, Kames and Oban;
second, Scourie; third, Edinburgh and Broadford. South African Mission.
—The following are the dates of the Communions:—Last Sabbath of
March, June, September and December. NOTE.—Notice of any additions
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to, or alterations of, the above dates of Communions should be sent to
the Editor.

Commumion Services—Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland, Eccleston
Hall, Eccleston Street, Buckingham Palace Road, London, 8.W.1.

In connection with the dispensation of the Lord’s Supper on Sabbath,
1st April, the following Services have been arranged (D.V.) to be con-
ducted by the Rev. W. Grant, Halkirk, and the Rev. D. R. MacDonald,
Tarbert, Harris:—

Thursday, 29th March, 7 p.m.; Friday, 30th March, 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic),
7 pm. (Fellowship Meeting); Saturday, 31st March, 3.30 p.m. and 7 p.m.;
Sabbath, 1st April, 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic), and 7 p.m.; Monday, 2nd
April, 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic) and 7 p.m.

Services are held every Sabbath at 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic), and 5 p.m.
Weekly Prayer-meeting, Wednesday, 7 pm..

Collection for Magaszine Fund.—At its last meeting the Synod decided
to take up a special collection for this Fund to defray the extra cost of
producing the Magazine rather than increase its price. During last war
the price was increased but the Synod rather than increase the price as
stated above decided to take up a special collection, Our readers need
not be reminded that the cost of paper and materials required for the
production of Magazines has as yet showed mno sign of falling. It is
also to be borne in mind that we have now two magazines while in the
last war we had only one.

- L .,

Notice to Congregational Treasurers—Congregational Treasurers are
reminded that copies of their financial statements, duly audited, are to
be sent to the Clerks of Presbyteries under whose jurisdietion their con-
gregations are.

Notice to Clerks of Kirk-Sessions and Deacons’ Courts—Clerks of
Sessions and of Deacons’ Courts are hereby reminded that their records,
with Communion Rolls, are to be sent for examination to the Clerks of
Presbyteries under whose jurisdiction their congregations are, not later
than the end of April Sufficient to cover return postage should be
included.

Notice to Magazine Suwbscribers.—Subseribers are respectfully reminded
that their subscriptions for 1944-45 are now due and Mr. John Grant, 4
Millburn Road, Inverness, will feel obliged by an early remittance. The
annual subseription is 4/6 post free. Subsecribers are requested to read
the instructions on p. ii. of the cover of the Magazine and to state
whether they are new or former subscribers when sending their subserip-
tions. The subscription for the two Magazines—Free Presbyterian and
Young People’s—is 7/6, post free.
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Acknowledgment of Donations,

Mr, J. Grant, 4 Miliburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges with
grateful thanks the following donations :—

Sustentation Fund.—Mrs. McL., The Sheiling, f‘.viemore, £1; M. C. M., Kildermorie,
Alness, £2.

Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Widows’® & Orphans’ Fund.—Mr. and Mrs. G. D. McD.,
Bggertsville, N. York, per Rev. J. P. Macqueen, £10.

Oollege Fund.—Mr. and Mrs. G. D. McD., New York, per Rev. J. P. Macqueen, £10¢

Ohing Mission.—Miss ¥. McL., Bayhead, Balemore, N. Uist, £3; Oban Congregation,
10/-.

Magazine Fund.—Mr. and Mrs. G. D. McD., New York, per Rev. J. P. Macqueen,
£10; Bracadale Congregation, £3 17/6; Shieldaig Congregation, £2 16/-; Oban Congrega-
tion, £1; Stoer Congregation, £2 9d.; Achmore, Stornoway Congregation, £2 5/-; Fins-
bay Congregation, £8 4/11; Braes, Portree Congregation, £2; Mr. R. Gillanders, 1
Upper Toscaig, Applecross, 12/6.

Home Mission Fund.—Mrs. S., Skelpick House, Bettyhill, £1.

Jewish and Foreign Missioris.—From the Trustees of the lute James Campbell,
Inverness, balance of Sale of the Rev. Lachlan Mackenzie’s books, £23 5/9; Anon,
Kyle postmark, £10; Mr. and Mrs. G. D. McD., New York, per Rev. J. P. Macqueen,
£10; Miss F. McL., Bayhead, Balemore, North Uist, £4; A Departed Friend, OGdasgow,
per Rev. Jas. McLeod, £3; A Friend, Lochcarron, per Mr. W. MacLean, Ness, £8;
Anonymous ¥Friend, Skye, £2; Miss B. R., Backies, Golspie, £1; Mr. J. C. Achterneed,
10/-; Wellwisher of the Cause, Maryburgh, 5/-; Stornoway Sabbath School per Rev.
M. Gillies, £3 7/-; Miss J. F., Bank House, Halkirk, £1 6/-; A Friend, Inverness, £I1.

Literature to H.M. Forces Fund.—Mrs, F. N., The Stores, Borve, Skye, 12/6;
Mrs. T. Badfearn, Aultbea—Bibles for Forces, £1; Mrs. McL., The Sheiling, Aviemore,
5/-; J. Campbell, Worcester Park, Surrey, 10/-; Mr. M. Stewart, Nedd, Drumbeg, The
following per Rev. W. Grant :—Anon, Inverness, £2; Mrs. J. McLean, Inverness, 10/-;
Mr. 8. F., Strathpeffer, £1; Mrs. Connell, Stirling, £1; Wellwisher, Edinburgh, £2; Oban
Congregation per Mr. J. Martin, £1 10/-.

F. P. Magazine Free Distribution Fund—Mr. H. Cattanach, 7 Breadalbane Terrace,
Edinburgh, 2/6; Mr. H. Vertican, 10 Fairfield Avenue, Kirkella, Yorks, 13/6; Mrs.
H. MacLeod, 116 Cross Skigersta Road, Port of Ness, per Mr. Wm. MacLean, 10/-.

The followil'lg lists have been sent in for publication:—

Helmsdale Oongregational Funds.—Mr., James Davidson, Treasurer, acknowledges with
grateful thanks the following :—From Active Service F.P. o/a Church Funds, £1 10/-
and £1, 10/- o/a Foreign Missions.

Bouth Harris Manse Building Fund.-——Mr. Peter MacLeod, 8 Borrisdale, thankfully
acknowledges the following Collections :(—Northton, £11 2/-; Gilen and Kintulavig, £9
1/-; Strond, £6 5/6; Leverburgh, £5 1/6; Borrisdale, £7 12/6; Rodel, £3 5/-.

Stoer OQongregation.—Mr. Rod. XKerr, Treasurer, acknowledges with grateful thanks
the following donation o/a Sustentation Fund:—Mrs. Matheson, New Zealand, £2;
Anon, Lochinver postmark, 10/-. E

8t. Jude’s South African Clothing Fund.—The Committee acknowledges with grateful
thanks Contributions amounting to £23 16/- and the following amounts direct per
Treasurer :—Miss H. C., Glasgow, £1; Miss M. McN., Glasgow, 10/-; Miss M. (per
St. Jude’s) £1; Proverbs 3 9, £3 10/-.

South African Mission Clothing Fund.—Mr. J. Grant, Inverness, acknowledges with
sincere thanks a donation of £2 from Mrs. Gillies per Rev. M. Gillies, Mrs. Gibson,
Salvador, Sask., Canada, £1 2/6.

London Congréjational Funds.—Rev. J. P. Macqueen thankfully acknowledges the
following donations:—Mr., A. and Mrs. G. D. Macdonald, Eggertsville, New York,
£10; Mrs. Morrigon, Vancouver, £1; Mr. J. R. M. Mun,vo, Hamilton, Ontario, £1.

Lochearron Manse Building Fund.—The Treasurer acknowledges with sincere thanks
the following donatiors :(—Mr. Wm. Mackay, Point, Stornoway, per D. Macleod, £5.
Per Treasurer :(—C. M. L., ‘‘ Lotts,” Portree, 10/-; F.P., Raasay, £1; R. Gillanders,
Applecross, £5; M. Forsyth, Glasgow, £2; Marg. McKenzie, Glasgow, £1'; A. Maclennan,
Leckmelm, Garve, £1; Miss J. Maclean, Leckmelm, Garve, £2. '

NOTE.—Subscribers living abroad and remitting by cable will oblige by writing the
General Treasurer giving particulars and full address which is not given in the
cablegram. :



