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aake. Oh, let us seek ·earnestly and abundantly in His name, for the
surety is rich and strong. But I often say, no wonder though His own
little flock would have a sad and sorrowful countenance, like Hannah and
Nehensiah. I do hope there r.:tre a good few of Gairloch race of Adam,
often in secret. Oh, let us pour out our hearts to Him. Well my dear
friend, it is easier to give an advice, than put the advice into action. But
let Free Grace make us suitable for praying, worshiping and preparing
us for an i endless eternity, which seems so trifling in our dark age. Quite
a number of patients here, but no word of a Bible, but plenty amusements,
the fiddle, piano, vain songs, and dances going on three times a week,
-among the _dying, wounded and sick, some very low and in pain, some
coming out of chloroform, and this age tries to remedy the poor sufferers,
by such evil actions. How far from the advice of the Apostle James,
"If any is sick let him send for the elder." Is it not time for me to
stop writing, and use economy in paper~ I WM very pleased your wife
got to Dingwall Communion-may the seed sown be blessed. Oh, may
He send out seed·sowers as Peter who ha~ such an handful on the day of
Pentecost, and was planted in the .souls of the great sinners of Jerusalem
by the Holy Spirit.

I got a letter from Rev. Camel'on, Glasgow, after Dingwall Communion
and he said he had a very happy season there (the happiest he ever h<:<d
there). I also received 'another solemn and kind letter from him last
week. He is a great wrestler for the British Army. Oh may they have
precious times at his solemn ordinance and may they also be guided at
the Synod, re supposed union, which is far from being ripe. Iron and
clay cannot be joined said Daniel. Oh let us all have the prayer of
David-" Hold up my goings, Lord, me guide in those Thy paths Divine."
Give my warmest regards to the dear Gairloch friends starting with John
MacKenzie (Joiner), Kenneth MacPherson, John MacDonald and all his
household, John MacDonald, and when you see him, Osgood MacKenzie,
etc., not forgetting your brother!> Alex and Douald and families, and your
neighbours I .knew in business. Where is Kenny MacKenzie, P.O.-is
he still on English soil ~ Pleased your own boys ·are well. Oh to be
armomed by grace, and let everyone do hig duty for his guilty nation­
there is a blessing in it yet. Evildoers will not prosper long. David
was praying" Oh let the wickedness ·of the wicked come to an end." Shall
be very pleased to hear from you again. Trusting none of the dear
Gairloch boys have been lost in recent battles.

Your ever loving friend, Kenneth Matheson.

Constructive Criticism of the Youth Service Schemes in
Scotland.

(Continued trom pag:e 238, vol. XLIX.)

These divinely warranted truths of the Christian faith are largely in
our day despised and rejected, as the Saviour Himself was in the days
of His flesh, and is still. The wl'iter ·of a newspaper article on Dr.
Baillie's Broadcast address in May, 1944, lauds the ex·Moderator of
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AssembJy for dispensing with the theory of original sin. In either his
own words or those of Dr. Baillie, he states: _" The message (of -the
Christian religion) is old but must ever be new. Its fOl'm and methods
must be aceommodated to the spilrit of each age and clime, although in
the nature of things it must always be a step behind, as we in Scotland
know to our cost, looking round on the last lingering !'em'lliants of the
sternancl bn.tal C1'eed of Calvin, which oh07ce the sp1'ings of faith, and
scare away those who would come to the well."

Now the above judgment of the effect of Calvinism is contrary to the
facts of history as recorded by the leading historians. For instance,
J. R. Green, in his "History of the English People," writing of the
Puritans and thei!' Calvinism, marks with admiration their "implicit
obedience to the Divine will alone," their "moral grandeur," their
"mallly purity,I"-and, again, "Home as we conceive it now was the
creation of the 'Puritan" (Vol. nI., p. 114). To them, Taine, a sceptic
in reltgion, is constrained to bear the following testimony: _" Strict in
every duty; attentive to the least requi"rements; disdaining the equivoca­
tions of worMly morality; inexhaustible in 'patience, courage, sacrifice;
enthroning purity on the domestic hearth; truth in the tribunal; probity
in the counting-house; and labour in the workshop" (History of English
Literature, Vol. I., p. 473). Of Calvinists, J. A. Froude says :-' They
abhorred as no body of men ever more abhorred all conscious mendacity,
all impurity, all moral wrong of every kind so far as they could recognise
it." Again, he says: _" Calvinism was the spirit which rises in revolt
against untruth; the spirit which, as I have shown you, has appeared
and reappeared, and in due time win appear again, unless God be a
delusion and man be as the beasts that ,perish" (Short Studies on Great
,Subjects, Vol. n., pp. 55, 57, 58). History shows that Calvinism in
practice results in a "right ordering of all the loyalties." It is at their
peril men reject, as the pamphlet, "The Youth Service Scheme in Scot­
land," rejects, the guidance of Scripture and the verdict of history.

What our youth deeply need is their being preserved from a kind of
Christianity and from methods of training which are obviously not ill
harmony with the revealed will of the ,spirit of God. It is as the youth
of our nation are instructed in His Word, and blessed with His presence
that Christian ideals and citizenship call alone be attained. "Fear God,
and keep His commandments, for this is the whole duty of man."

The Pope's Message.

[The followIng editorIal comment from the Evange!i.oa,! OMistian (Toronto, February,
19~3) though two years old has lost none of Its point by the passIng of time, Our
bome papers even the religious press lack the pungency of this Canadian journal.­
Editor.)

EVERY 'ChTistmas theTe comes from the Vaticalla papal message which,
for reasons we have never been able to f,athom (except those of fear)
the newspaper PTess of the world spTeads itself to see that great space
is given to it. It comes from a man who is first of all an Italian whose
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home is in the very centre of the capital of our deadly enemy, and who
ha& shown himself to be opposed .to all that we on this continent fight
for, including the freedom of religious faith. This year, or rather last
year, the Press of Canada and the United States excelled itself in syco­
phantic adulation of the platitudes that were uttered by the Pope and
extolled as though they were of heavenly origin and not tlungs that were
said again and again by Brit1sh statesmen and Protestant leaders. But
our readers should learn to look a little behind the scenes of outward
events and enquire the reason why things are not always what they seem.
If they do they will find that there is a determined and concerted effort
on the part of the Papal press to make Bms that the Pope has ·a seat at
the peace table, and to further this end the secular Press is cajoled or
bludgeoned into giving space to every pronouncement that wiII advance
this end. That is the reason for much of the nauseating drivel that
passes for editorial comment. Here is a choice example from The ,Globe
and Mail's oomment which is surely a sublime example of Jesuitical
jargon:-

"Tied impartially to all the people entangled in this war Pope Pius
XII occupies ,an u,nusual position. He does not, in the very nature of
that position he cannot, speak 'as a political leader, nor as a martial
leader ·of one host against the other. Yet as a spiritual leader he did
not hesitate to judge the issues, and the impartiality of his position
lends mightily to the authoriy of his judgmen.t."

How 'any man can be a judge on the issues of the present struggle
and yet at the Bame .time be u,nable to judge those who make tlte issues
is a piece of reasoning' that Loyola himself would have difficulty in
figuring out. When the Pope speaks ex ca,thedra on faith and morals he is
supposed to be infallible. Are faith and morals I1Dt involved in the
present strugglef Are Mr. Churchill and Mr. Eden, Mr. Roosevelt and
Mr. Hull, and all that they sta-nd for no better than Hitler, Himmler,
Goebbels and Dr. Ley and their hellish policiesf If the Pope cannot
speak as ,a military leader,as the Toronto paper says, can he not speak
as a moral and spiritual leader in condemnation of the men whose evil
deeds and policies have brought such woe into the world. If he cannot
do so it is ;not because the issue is not plain enough, but because that
by so doing he would condemn members of his own flock, create a breach
within his native land, and be impaled on the horns of a dilemma that
he is not prepared to face. But it is a melancholy spectacle to see 'a man
who calls himself the vicar of Christ evading such a clear-cut moral
1ssue as this.

Church Notes.
Coml1lilvn,ions.-May, first Sabbath, Kames and Oban; second, Scourie;

third, Edinburgh and Broadford. June, first Sabbath, Applecross, Tarbert
(Harris) and Coigach; second, Shieldaig; tl;tird, Helmsdale, Lochcarron,
Glendale, Dornoch, Uig (Lewis); forth, Gairloch and Inverness. July,
first Sabbath, Raasay, Lairg and Beauly; second, Tain, Staffin and
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'Tomatin; third, Daviot, Halkirk, Flashadder and Rogart; fourth, Braca­
dale, Plockton! and North Uist; fifth, Thurso (please note correction).

Meetifng of Synod.-The Synod meets D.V. on Tuesday, 22nd May, at
6.30 p.m. in Glasgow when the retiring Moderator (Rev. J. A. Tallach)
will D.V. conduct divine worship.

Om'issVon.-'rhe article, "A Criticism," in last issue was from the pen
·of Rev. J ames MacLeod, Greenock.
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