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M. MacPltee, F. MacPherson, presented to that Court a declaration to
the effect that in view of Synod's ltesolution of May, 1945, affecting
Rev. R. Mackenzie, their aCltin,g' in the Kirk-Session was to be without
prejudice to their rights and privileges as office-bearers. They craved
that this declaration be engrossed in the Session Reoords'.' 'l'he Interim­
Moderator dJ8sented arwi complaJilned to the Southem' Presbytery, against
a decision granting this crave. Tile Presbytery, on th'e 20th November,
1945, upheld the dissent and oomplaint; and in course of examination,
the four .elders refused to concill' with the Resolution of Synod, of
May, 1945, re Rev. R. Mackenzie. It was pointed out to them that this
Resolution arose as a direct 'consequence of the constitutional position
of the Church. They were not prepared to admit this.

The Presbytery thereafter resolved to suspend the four elders s'ine die
(i.e., ind,efinitely). They appealed to the Synod; but having failed to
supply ReGJ80ns within the required period, their appeal became null
and void.

At the same Presbytery meeting, in the course of dealing with a paper
signed b:r Messrs. D. Macdonald and D. J. Walker, elders, Mr. Walker
rose and declared: "You need not go further with this matter as I
repudiate the jurisdiction of this Court because of the way you have
dealt with these men." 'l'he Presbytery thereupon declared Mr. Walker
as no longer holding office in the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland.

At a subsequent meetin.g of Presbytery, on 11th December, 1945, the
Clerk read a document, signed by Messrs. N. MacSwan, M. MacPhee, :E'.
MacPherson, D. Macdonald, D. J. Walker, C. Mackenzie, which contained
the statement: "We hereby solemnly declare that henceforth we are
not, and shall not be, subject in any respect to the' ecclesiastical
judicatories of the present subsisting Church, calling herself the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland." The Synod proceeded to depose the
aforementioned elders.

SEPARATE SERVICES HELD.

We understand that a public meeting was held in the Christian Institute,
Bothwell Street, Glasgow, on 1st December, 1945, by all the elders above
refened to; at which meeting arrangements were made to hold separate
services. And these have been held, over which Rev. R. Mackenzie and
ltev. A. D. MacLeod have on occasion presided.

OBSERVATIONS.

As far as the Consti.tutional position of the Free Presbyterian Church
of Scotland is concerned, we aver that it is unchanged since May, 1893.

As intimately known to us, much forbearance and patience have been
exercised, in Courts and Committees f01' years, towards Rev. R. Mackenzie
principally, and these office-bearers who supported him:

There have been, on their part, defInite manifestations of disregard
for constituted autllOrity, the general tendency being, we believe, towards
schismatic* conduct.

'I'he responsibility for alienating a number of members and adherents
from the Constitutional position of the Church, as s'et forth by the late
Revs. D. Macfarlane, D. Macdonald, N. Camel'on, J. S. Sinclair and others,
must be borne by these ministers and office-bearers.

-----------
*SchiSIl1, i.e., unnecessary rending.
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EXHORTATION TO OUR PEOPLE.

We mORt solemnly counsel our people, at home ann abroarl, not to he
unduly perturbed by these events, but to maintan, by the grace of God
11D.d our Saviour Jesus Christ, their unswerving loyalty to the testimony
for Truth, distinctive principles, Church government and discipline, for
which we as a Church have always contended. Let us remember the
Scriptural exhortation which saith: "Pray one for another"; and may
the Lord graciously enable us with purpose of heart to cleave unto Him
~Acts xi. 23). "Be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding :in the work
of the Lord, for as much as ye know that your labour is not in vain
in the Lord" (1. Cor. xv. 58).

Dr. John Owen on Pre-MiIlennarianism.
"Should the Lord Jesus appear now to ,any of us in His majesty and

glory, it would not be unto our edification nor consolation. For we are
not meet nor able, by the power of any light or grace that we have
received, or can receive, to bear the immediate appearance and representa­
tion of them. His beloved apostle John had leaned on His bosom
probably many a time in his life, in the intimate familiarities of love;
but when He afterward appeared u.nto him in his glory," he fell at His
feet as one dead.'. And when He appeared unto Paul, all the account
he could give thereof was, 'that he saw a light from heaven,above the
brightness of the sun'; whereon he, and all that were with him, 'fell to
the ground.'

" And this was one reason why, in the days of His ministry here on
earth, His glory was veiled in the infirmities of the flesh, and all sorts
of sufferings, as we have before related. The church in his life is no
way meet, by the grace which it can be made partaker of, to converse
with Him in the i=ediate manifestations of His glory. And there­
fore those who dream of His personal reign on the earth before the day
·of judgment, unless they suppose that all the saints shall be perfectly
glorified also (which is only to bring down heaven to the earth for a
while, to no pmpose), provide not at all for the edification or consolation
of the church. For no present grace, advanced unto the highest degree
whereof in this world it is capable, can make us meet for an immediate
eonverse with Christ in His unveiled glory." (Owen's Glory of Christ).

"He (The Holy Ghost is prowised to abide with: the disciples for ever,
in opposition to the abode of Chr'is:t. Christ in the flesh, had been with
them for a little while, and now was leaving them, and going to His
Father. He had been the Comforter immediately Himself for a season,
but is now upon His departing; wherefore, promising them another
Comforter, they might fear that He would even but visit them for a
little season also,and then their condition would be worse than ever.
Nay, but saith our Saviour, "Fear it not: this is the last iIMpensatiO'n;
there is to be no alteration. When 1 am gone, the Comforter is to do all
the remaining work: there is not another to be looked for, and I pl'omise
you Him; nor shall He depart from you, but always abide with JOu."
(Owen's Of OomWWIlMJn with the; Holy Ghost). Copies may be obooined
from :-~MR. A. T. TAsKER, 12 Sundial Avenue, London, S.E.25.
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.As requested by the Synod of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scot­
land at a recent meeting at Inverness, the Religion and Morals Com­
mittee of the Church hereby lodge a strong protest against the proposal
of the Edinburgh Education Committee to give abridged Bibles to the
children in the schools under their charge.

They do so for the following reasons:-
(1) It is taking improper liberties with God's Holy Word concern­

ing which we are warned not to add to, or take from.

(2) It may give many the wrong impression that the abridged Bible
is the whole Word of God, thus causing a weakening of its authority
and less reverence for it.

(3) When they can ,give the whole Bible why give only a part, thus
vitiating their own motive and depriving the young of a full religious
education.

(4) Scotland has always adhered to the policy of a whole Bible for
the people through its Bible Society, and there is no valid reason why
that policy should be departed from.

We would, therefore, respectfully urge the Education Committee to
give the whole Bible to the scholars and not an abridged one.

I am,

Yours faithfully,
D. M. MACDONALD, Convener.

Notes and Comments.

At MOlSCOW.-It is reported in the press that on the night of 23rd
November last (Sabbath evening), that "tumultuous cheering met Mr.
Ernest Bevin, Mr. James Byrnes and M. Molotov when they took their
places at the Bolshoi Theatre-when they saw for the first time the new
Cinderella." What good can we expect from such Conferences~ "Be
not deceived, God is not mocked; for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap. Oh! Britain, Britain, thy Foreign Secretary attending a
pagan theatre on the evening of the Lord's Day! What a,gony, what
fires, what trials and temptations thou must pass through before you will
again honour and reverence the Lord's Day. What shame and pain such
conduct will cause the Lord's people in their souls. Here is a man
representing our noble King and Protestant Britain in a nation who do
not honour, believe nor respect the God of heaven on .sabbath Days,
week-days, in Senate or home. The Lord will visit us for the sins of
our rulers, and our poor children are up against the same dreadful
'situation as confronted us soon after 1918. These poor men think that
they can govern the world at their pleasure. They will not. God
will frustrate their work, and the I'esult will be confusion, blood, and
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another terrible slaughter. We are ripening fast in this nation for
another terrible chastisement, if not a more severe punishment than we
have ever known in all our history. Our only consolation is that the
Lord's people in this nation are now mourning in their souls before the
Lord, and weep in secret at the dishonour done to the Most High, His
law, gospel and OI'dinances. It looks like it that the believers here and
elsewhere will pass throu,gh greater darkness and more horrors than has
been experienced for the last sixty years. We say to the young-study
your Bibles, pray for light, and pTay for grace to enable you to honour
the Sabbath Day, and attend on the means of grace.-J.M.

The "English Chwrohman," London, has the following comment from
"The Wcv;tc,hman" (Sydney, N.S,W,);-

Pnefe?'ence for Priests.-" Be a priest and get a preference. That seems
to be the slogan necessary to adopt these days to avoid restrictions
anu restraints, especially with regard to travel. As an illustration of
this, let 'us look at a recent happening in Australia. A vessel arrived
from England a few short weeks ago, with ninety passengers aboar'd.
Thirty of these passengers were RQman Catholic priests. Oue could
easily imagine that the ship had come straight from Ireland, whereas
it actually came from Liverpool. We are given to understand that
accommodation is very limited on vessels coming to Australia from
England and, as a consequence, many wives of Australian 8ervicemen
ar'e prevented from joining their husbands. Yet, we find that arrang-e­
ments can be made for Roman Catholic priests to arrive here in the
amazing proportion of one-third of a total passenger list. Surely some
protest should be made by Protestants and by Servicemen at this un­
warranted preference being given to a selected group which represents
but 18.5 per cent. of the community. Is the Govemment going to allow
this sort of thing to continue' Will it furnish an immediate explana­
tion as to how one-third of a passenger list can be comprised of priests
alQne when travel restrictions are operating so severely for the rest of
the community' We await the Government's answer to this qucstion."­
(" The Watchman," Sydney).

The A1~thority of Scriptwre.-" The authority of the Holy Scripture, for
which it ought to be believed and obeyed, dependeth not upon the testimony
of any man or Church, but wholly upon God (Who is truth itself), the
Autholl thereof; and therefore it is to be received, because it is the
Word of God.

"We may be moved and induced by the testimony of the Chmch to
a high and rever'ent esteem of the Holy Scripture; and the heavenliness
of the matter, the ,efficacy of the doctrine, the majesty of the style, the
consent of all the parts, the scope of the whole (which is' to give all glory
to God), the full discovery it makes of the only way of man's salvation,
the many other incomparable excellencies, and the entire perfection thereof,
are arguments whereby it doth abundantly evidence itsolf to be the Wor:d
of God; yet, notwithstanding, our full persuasion and assUl'ance of the
infallible ,truth and divine authority thereof, is from the inward work
of the Holy Spiri,t bearing witness by and with the Word in our hearts."
-Confess1Jon of Fdlith.
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One" god" 7tws.-That poor, deluded instrument of the devil, Hirohito,
at one time thought to be divine, has suddenly discovered that he is not
a god after all; in other words', he has been lmder a misapprehension.
His other deliuded fellow-helper of the Prince of Darkness has ended
his days, if reports be true, in shame and dishonour. The exaltation of
these poor wretches to the status of gods by their followers has received
a crushing blow fro,n the living and tru-e God. God is not mocked and
He has made fools of them who are not gods. The folly of the German
and Japanese l'eoples in exaIting men to be gods may not be a black
cri,ne in the Court at Nuremberg but in Heaven's High Court it is a
sin of the deepest dye.

Dr. Chinquy's Book.-A friend in the B.A.O.R. informs us that this
book, noticed in our last issue, Illay be had from "The Ulster Protestant?"
.Royal Avenue, Belfast, N. Irelaud, price 2/10 post free. We thank Mr.
N. MacMillan for his information.

Church Notes.

Cmnmwnions.-J.;'lClJnl.(bry, Pirst Sabbath, Dingwall; third, Stol'lloway;
fourth, Breaselete. March\ Pirst Sabbath, Ullapool; second, Portree and
Ness; third, Pinsbay. South African Mission-The following are the
dates of the Communions-Last Sabbath of March, June, September, and
December. NO~rE-Notices of any additiom to, or alterations of, the
dates of the above Communions, should be sent to the Editor.

TI,e followillg ,tatement has been made by the Western Presbytery
regarding the sel'aration of the Rev. A. D. Macleod, Sheildai,g, from
the church:-

(1) That the Rev. A. D. Macleod's conduct in not sending a formal
resignation to the Presbytery shows a woeful lack of gentlemanliness,
brotherliness and courtesy which the Presbytery must regard as con­
tempt of eomt.

(2) 'l'hat he has broken his solemn promise to the Presbytery.

(3) That he has violated his solemn ordination vows by following
divisive cour~es.

(4) 'l'hat the Presbytery repudiate his false charges against the church,
~l.lld declal'es tha.t the constitution of the church has undergone no change
and :is intact.

(5) 'rhat the Pl'esbytery declares him to be no longer a minister of
the Pree Presbyterian Chureh f1'ol11 the 15th November, 1945.

.New Congregational Tj'eas~w'er for St. Jude's Cong·l'egation.-It has been
intimated to us for publication that Mr. A. E. Alexander, 137 West
Graham Street, Glasgow, has been appointed Treasurer by the Deacons'
<Jourt in place of Mr. Kenneth MacKay, formerly' Congregational
'rreasurer of St. Jude's.
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