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Protest of Southern Presbytery Against the Glasgow
Presbytery (Church of Scotland) Open Door Scheme.

THE Southern Presbytery of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland
were shocked and grieved to read the published accounts of the move-
ment known as the ‘Open Door,’ a movement which your Presbytery is
evidently responsible for. ‘

That the streets of Glasgow on Sabbath evenings present the Church
with serious problems, urgently requiring solution, mno right thinking
person will deny. We do deny, however, that the Open Door Movement
supplies the solution. We are convinced, indeed, that this method is but
a serious aggravation of the very problem it sets out to solve. It gives
presbyterial sanction to what can only be deseribed as a glaring breach
of the sanctity of God’s Holy Day. The Glasgow Presbytery may have
accepted the dogma that the Puritan Sabbath is as dead as the dodo.
We cannot accept that. We bhelieve that the God Who sanctified the
Sabbath Day, and set it aside for holy purposes, is our God still—the
One Living and True God; we believe that the Law established by Him,
demanding the keeping holy of the Lord’s Day is still of binding authority,
and any breach of it is sin and incurs His righteous displeasure.

Further, we would respectfully point out that the chief function of
the Church on earth is, under God, to save souls, In the spiritual
regeneration of the youth of Glasgow lies the only solution of all the
problems presented in -the streets of the city. It is by the faithful and
prayerful preaching of the Word of God that souls are saved, When
the Apostle tells us ‘I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth,’ he doubt-
Jess speaks mot only for himself, but also for a vast number of faithful
and devoted servants of Christ down through the ages, all of whom
gloried in the Cross of Christ as the only hope for a lost world. To
forsake that Gospel, as the Presbytery of Glasgow has evidently done,
and to resort to such methods as those adopted in the Ca’dora on Sabbath
evenings is nothing other than a shameful betrayal of the Cross.

We are also persuaded that the ‘Open Door’ method is a denial of,
and an insult to, the Holy Spirit of God. Those responsible for it
cannot honestly say ‘ The weapons of our warfare are not carnal.’ Harry
Lauder and his songs, light music and community singing, eating and
drinking, ete., ete., interspersed with an oceasional hymn; are these not
carnal? ¢ They that sow to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption.’
What a lamentable display of spiritual bankruptcy is this! All the more
lamentable because it brings the very name of religion into public con-
tempt by those solemnly ordained to uphold it.

.

For these and other reasons we hereby enter our solemn PROTEST
against this whole movement, and we earnestly appeal to you to desist
from its continuance.

On behalf, and by the authority of the Southern Presbytery of the Free
Presbyterian Church of Scotland.
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Gleanings by the Way.

At times one hears from the pulpit or at the Friday fellowship meetinge
illustrations and notes that are worthy of preservation for the benefit of
a wider audience than those who first heard them. The following are
examples : —

The Kwife in the Mowth.—ILt is one thing to have saving faith; it is
another to have assurance that the believer has it. He can have this faith
and mnot know that he has it; he may have a hope which he would not
give up for the whole world that he has and is closed in to Christ for
Salvation and yet be afraid to express it in so many words. Rev, Peter
MacRitchie when in Garrabost, Lewis, used the following illustrations which
made a telling appeal to the fishermen who heard it from his own lips and
which has had the same effect as often as it is heard on Fridays at the
question meetings.

‘When hauling in the small line and especially the big line with their
hundreds of hooks attached, it is necessary for the fisherman to have his
knife ready for an emergency. The common practice was to hold the
knife in the mouth to leave the hand free and in the excitement of pulling
in a good catch the fact of the knife being in the mouth would be
forgotten. The fisherman seeing that he would have to cut and leave
the hook in the fish’s mouth or else get his line entangled was seen look-
ing about for his knife, and not seeing it beside him on the seat opeuns
his mouth to ask:—¢ Where is my knife?” Whereupon the article which
he thinks he has not got, falls out of his mouth. ¢ Thus it is with some
Christian people,” said Mr. MacRitehie. “It is when they open their
mouths that it is revealed to themselves or at least to others that .they
have in possession the faith they are looking for.”

Foregiveness and its Effects—At a fellowship meeting in the days of
the fathers in Ross-shire, one of the men gave this as a mark of saying
grace :—“ If you received forgiveness, you have never forgiven yourself.”
Mr. John Macdonald, the saintly minister of Redecastle, took up the point
when closing the question. “I will put the remark of him who gave this
mark in this form:—“If you received forgiveness, it was steeped in
Blood, and you have mnever forgiven yourself. And if you received for-
giveness, steeped in Blood, and if you have never forgiven yourself, you
value the forgiveness you have received much more than you do yourself
who has received the forgiveness, Further, if you have reccived forgiveness
steeped in Blood, and if you have never forgiven yourself, and if you
value the forgivenmess you have received much more than you do yourself
who received the forgiveness, you value Jesus Christ, the One for whose
sake you received the forgiveness, than you do even the forgiveness
you got yourself.,”—=Malcolm Gillies.

Literary Notice.
The Priest, the Woman and the Confessional: The Gospel Advocate
(Toronto).

Dr, Shields, who is fighting a determined battle against Romanism in
Canada has a notice in his paper of this remarkable book of Dr. Chinquy
in which the Doctor exposes the low state of morals, ete, prevailing in
the Church of Rome. We have read this book many years ago. It is
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a damaging exposure of Rome by one who knew what he was speaking
about and who had sufficient facts to bear out his statements. The price
of the book is 75 cents, and may be had from the Gospel Witness and
Protestant Advocate, 130 Gerrard St., East, Toronto, Canada. Owing to
the question of exchange, Canada being a dollar country, we are not
certain whether it will be easy to obtain it, but should the Protestant
Truth Society, or other Society, have copies for sale we will, in a future
issue inform our readers.

‘We understand that a second edition of Mr. Alexander’s interesting
booklet on the late Misses Morton has been printed. The price is 1/2
(post free) and may be had from Mr. A. E. Alexander, 137 West Graham
Street, Glasgow,

Notes and Comments,

B.B.C. Migture—The B.B.C, is known by its initials the wide world
over, and for many of its broadcasts its praise is in all countries. It is
a monopoly, of course, and incurs, like nearly every monopoly, a deal
of resentment on that ground. But the B.B.C. is far more than a
monopoly. It is, from the strictly moral point of view, an impure
mixture, It reminds one of the crisp and searching words in the Epistle
of James: “Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water
and bitter?” The listeners-in hear good musie and bad, fine singing and
poor, high talk and low talk, Protestant preaching and Romanist preach-
ing, words of wisdom and words which should never be spoken. Lwet
anyone analyse the pabulum provided by the B.B.C. on any Sabbath Day.
There are religious services, and dramatic pieces, and serious music and
light music, and jokes and jazz—all mixed together, and following each
other in swift succession as if it would almost be a sin for the B.B.C.
machine to stop a little and be quiet. To many listeners, day in and
day out, the ever-recurring gurgling of drinks from bottles and
decanters, the clinking of glasses, and drinkers’ talk are disgusting.
And, above all, the plentiful sprinkling, in plays and conversations, of
swear words and the Divine Names hurts the Christian conscience
intensely. It is time that something was done to cleanse and sweeten
the fountain that flows from the British Broadeasting Company.—
Bulwark.

Jewish Population.—The latest survey shows that of the pre-war Jewish
population of 3,500,000 in Poland only 30,000 remain: 250,000 out of
nearly 1,000,000 are still in Hungary, and 10,000 out of 75,000 in Yugo-
Slavia. These are the figures of only three countries. In the last ten
years about 5,000,000 have been killed in the Nazi endeavour to extermin-
ate the Jewish race in Europe. )

Church Notes.

Severance of Rev. W. B. Nicholson, M.A4., Bayhead, from the Church.—
The Clerk of the Outer Isles, Rev, D. R. MacDonald, has informed us that
the Rev. W. B. Nicholson has scvered his connection from the Church.
The Presbytery has declared the Bayhead Church vacant. The Rev. D. R.
MacDonald has been appointed interim-moderator of the congregation.
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Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. J. Grant,- 4 Millourn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges with
grateful  thanks the following -donations :—

Sustentation Fund.—W. M. Paisley, o/a Glendale, per Rev, J. Colquhoun, £5; Mrs.
.M. McL., 44 Ripley, Outario, 13/5; Mr. 8. C., Gleninallie, Spean Bridge, 10/-; M.
McD., New Kelso Farm, Strathcarron, o/a Lochcarron, per Mr. K. Macrae, £1,

‘Qollege Fund.—A. Well-Wisher, Glasgow, £15.
Ching  Misston.-—Anon, Halkirk, per Rev. W. Grant, £1 10/.

Magazine Fund.—Miss I. ¥raser, St. Giles, Kingussie, 10/-; K. M. M., Skye, 7/-;
Mr. J.. Fraser, Migovie, Stratherrick, 5/:.

- (Liférature to H.M. Forces Fund.—Mrs. McL., Newcastleton, - Roxburgh, per Rev.
W Grant, £1; Miss E, McK.\Gordon, Berwickshire, 2/6.

" Home Mission Fund.—Mrs. MoA., Glasgow, per Mr. A. Nicolson, 35 Woodlands
Drive, £1. ] »

Jewish and Foreign Missions.—rom a Dasser-by o/a Ingwenya Mission, in good
remembrance of the late Mr. John MacAulay, Applecross, £7 10/-; Well-Wisher,
Lochbroom, £3; Friend, Glasgow, per Rev, E. Radasi, £1; Friend, Dumbarton, per
Rev. ¥. Radasi, £2; Well-Wisher,” Lochinver, £1; Mr, A. F. Highsethead, Motherwell,
£1; Anon., Halkirk, per Rev. Wm. Grant, £1 10/-; Miss I. F., St. Giles, Kingussie,
12/6; Miss M. F., Kinbrace, per Mrs.’ Mackay, Strathy, £5; Mr. 8. C., Achnacarry,
Spean Bridge, 10/-; From ‘‘ A repentant Sinner "’—Glasgow post mark £2 2/-; Mr.
Rod. MecL., 230 Fifth Ave., New. York, 14/

Synod Proceedings Fund,—Friends, North Tolsta, per Mr.. John Nicolsou,' £1; Miss
A. McD., North Tolsta, per Mr. Johm Nicolson, 5/-; Mrs. D. McL., North Tolsta, per
Mr. John Nicolson, 10/-; Mrs. MecL., Ropeworks Cottage, Stornoway, 5/-; Mr. C.
Mcl,., Cruimer, Lochinver, per Rev. A. MacAskell, 2/-; J. McL., Glasgow, per Mr.
A. Nicolson, Woodlands Drive, 10/-.

The following Lists have been sent in for publication :—-

Daviot,. Stratherrick and Tomatin Manse Building Fund.—Daviol Sectwn—»-l\nss 1.
M. Cameron Farr, acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of £2 from Miss McC.,
Kames. Stratherrick Section-—Mr. John Fraser, Migovie, acknowledges with grate-
ful thanks the following :—Miss I. G., Applecross, £1; Nurse A. Dickie, Kirkintilloch,
£1; Friend of the Cause, £2. Tomatin Seclion—Mr. A. V. Dongan desires to acknow-
ledge with sincere thanks the following 'gifts :—Mr, J. MeL., Muir of Ord, £1; A.
Friend, Tomatin, £2; Two Friends, Tomatin, £2; Mrs. J. D.,. Invermess, and
Family, £5; A Friend, Tomatin, £2; Miss M. D., Invercin, £1; Mr. A. L. Elgin, 6/-.

Edinburgh Manse Fund.—Mr. Hugh MacDougall, 58 Grange Loan, Edinburgh,
Treasurer, -Has - pleasure in acknowledging the following contribution:—A Friend,
Edinburgh, 10/-. ’ ;

London COongregational Funds.—Rev. -J. T. Macqueen begs to acknowledge. with
sincere thanks a donation of £5 from Mrs, and Miss Cauty, New Zealand.

Raasay Manse Building Fund.—Mr. E. Macrae, Treasurer, thankfully acknowledges
the following donations:—Collecting Card, Glasgow, -per Mr. John Gillies, £50 15/-;
C. Card, Raasay, Sth. End, per Mr. H. MacSween, £115 10/-; C. Card, Raasay, Nth.
End, per M. M. MacLeod, £23 15/-; Cpl. R. G., Raasay, £1; Cpl. D. G., Raasay, £1;
Gnr. M. G. Raasay, £1; AT.8., C. G., Raasay, 10/-; Friend, Coast, Apple-
cross, per Rev. D). Campbell, £1; Fricnd, Glasgow, per M. A, T., £1; N. McL. Ding-
wall, per BE. M. S, £1.

Northton Mission House (Harris).—The Treasurers grntefully acknowledge the follow-
ing donations :—Mrs. McC.. P.0., Northton, 12/6; N. McC., Northton, £1 D. McL.,
7/6; D. McLean, #£1; M. M., rtl J. McL.,. 10/-; D. McD £1; R. McD., £1;
Mr. and Mrs. P. McC., ;E'i Mr and Mrs. S. M £2; J. MecK,, 10/~; Rach McK,, £1:
M. McL., 10/-; N. MeL., £1; D. McL., - £1: R MecD., £1; Mrs_ M., £2; Mr. and
Mrs. D. McK., £1 10/-% Wm‘ Mackay, :El; M. McK., £1; A. M., £1; all of Northton;
R. McD., 28 Northton,  5/-.

A. V. Dougan desires to acknowledge with
sincere thanks the sum of £50 received from the Executor of the late Mr. A.
Cameron, West Dell Cottage, Tomatin, estate being legacy bequeathed for Congrega-
tional purposes.

Bouth African Mission Olothing Fund, —Mrs, Matheson, FT.P. Manse, Lalrg, acknow-
ledges with sincere thanks the followmg donations : —¥riend, Edinburgh, £1; K. A M
Skye, 10/-; Friend, Dornoch, 10/-.

' NOTE.—Subsecribers living abroad and remitting by ecable will ubhge by wmtlng the
General Treasurer giving partwulars and full address which is not given in the
cablegram., . o :



