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eternity." Thus we see that Murdo MacAskill had a privilege wllich few
in our dark age have, for we may be Sure that in his home ,he was well
instructed in the Word of God, but our friend, though outwardly orderly,
grew up like the rest of Adam's race without God and without hope in
the' world until God's appointed time. .

After leaving school he served in a shop in Stornoway for some time,
'and then went out to the Falkland Islands, where he continued for a
number of years giving faithful service to his employer. A notable proof
of the confidence which his employer placed in him is afforded in the
fact that, after coming back to this country, that employer often approached
him to recommend to him young men to .go out there as shepherds. Over
forty years ago he came to Glendale and set up a ,general merchant's
business, and shortly afterwards married Miss Alexandrina Macfarlane,
who pToved a true help·meet to him till death Temoved h€l', less than two
years before himself. This was a blow from which he never recovered.

We aro not in a position to say when, ,or by what means the Holy Spirit
brought him' from a state of nature to a state of grace, as he was regular
.in his atteiulance on the public means from the time he came to Glenda.le,
and he himself was very reticent to speak of his experiences, but that
he was savingly changed no one who knew him intimately could question.
He became a member' in full communion in 1909< and was elepted a deacon
in 1911, and ordained an elder in 1921. Such was the confidence which
the elders in the congregation reposed in him that he was employed t"
conduct the services in Glendale, during a protracted vacancy, and long
befol"ie he was an elder himself. Bein.g possessed of a ready gift of
speech, and an accurate and extensive knowledge of the Word of God,
he was a very acceptable speaker. In 1934 hie was appointed by the
Church as missionary for Waternish and Glendale, and he served both
parts of the congregation diligently and faithfully, and at times in very
poor health.

The writer, who had the privilege of knowing him intimately, could
see that he was not a stranger to the temptations of Satan, but could
say with the Apostle, "w'e are not ignorant of his devices." Often we
have known him being cast down for days, and not inclined to converSi
,on any subject, and on account of how reticent he was to speak of his
trials it was difficult to say anything by way of giving encoura.gement.
Sometimes, when in that condition, a passage from the Scriptures quoted
to him would cause him to brighten up, and if in that way hts bonds
were loosed his conversation would become very edifying. We think,
however, it was in prayer that he 'excelled. At times, when called upon
in the prayer-meeting, it would be noticed that he was in bondage, and
,one felt that he was struggling with something which he was findirr.g
impossible to get rid of, but when liberty came, whatever weariness tlie
iiJost part of the 'prayer lnight occasion was soon forgotten.

His heart was in the Cause of Christ, and he had an open door for
the Lord's people. This was to be s'een at communion seasons, when he
and his like-minded partner would have the house literally full, and
strangers coming from a distance and returning after the evening servi~e

would be sure of a hearty invitation to partake of their hospItality
between the services. Those who accepted of these invitations haye
pleasant memori.es of the kindness which they received.
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Though he never ,got over his wife's dJeath, which was rather sudden,
it .was in July, 1944, that alarming symptoms began to appear. Previous
to this he went to Edinburgh for medical advice but his condition was
not considered serious. After l'eturning from Edinburgh he began to
suffer severe pains which continued with little or no relief to the end.
In January, 1945, he was removed to the Northern Infirmary, Inverness,
in the hope that something could be done for him, but it .was not to be.
His time had come, and we believe that he was prepar:ed. On account
of the severe pain, he was not able to converse much /during his last
illnjess, but it was noticed that he was continually in prayer, showing
clearly that his affections were not on this world. Often, when oblivious
to everything around him, he was heard repeating, "Happy art thou,. 0
Israel: who is like unto thee, 0 people saved by the Lord, the shield of
thy help, and who is the sword of thy excellency! and thine enemies
shall be found liars unto thee; and thou shalt tread upon their high
places." He passed away from this world of sorrow on 21st February,
1945, and the following Saturday all that was mortal of him was laid
in the Glendale grave-yard to await the trump of arch-angel. '1'he large
concourse of people who gathered to his funeral from many parts of Skye
showed the esteem in which he was held.

We would express our deepest sympathy with each member of his family,
with his sisters and only surviving brother, and would pray that they
would know Christ as their own personal Saviour.--J.C.

The late Mr. Donald Macrae, Elder, Inverness.
By Mr. F. BEATON.

'THE late Donald Macrae was a Christian indeed. Of a happy and
courteous disposition, which won him a welcome wherever he went, he had
~ deep experimental knowledge of the doctrines of grace, and ever stood
nrm as a rock on the side of truth in the time of trial.

He was born at Aultgrishan, Gairloch, on the 7th August, 1862, being
the son of J aim Macrae, and his wife, Mary Macdonald. His mother
was noted for her godliness, and he was llighly priviLeged in having a
place in her prayers, seeing her example, and receiving her instruction.
To her he was very strongly attached.

He left home at an early age, and engaged in farm-work at Humberston,
Dingwall. He was a hearer of Dr. Kennedy, but had not then the
understanding heart. While still under the age of twenty years, he went
to .8trathdearn, where he worked as a ploughman on several farms.
D.uring this period he sat under, and greatly profited by, the ministry
of the late Rev. D. Macfarlane, for whom he had a life-lon,g regard.
While engaged at his lawful calling there, he came under conviction of
sin, and also experienced the liberty wherewith Christ makes sinners
free. He and another ploughman were ploughing on the farm of Inverine,
when these words were spoken with power into his heart: "Two men
sha~~ be !in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left"

J!,uke xvii. 36. Instantly his bands were untied-light and liberty entered
hls soul, and he rejoiced in the Lord and in his salvation. The solemn

•
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distinction maae in the foregoing sCI'ipture between the case of the two
men induced Donald to follow carefully his companion's career, but to
the day of his death, his companion gave no indication of concern for
his soul's salvation.

Donald had many precious and pithy notes to tell of Rev. D. Macfarlane's
preaching of this period, and of how beneficial it proved to himself.
Again and a,gain as he listened, his difficulties were described and removed.
On one such occasion when quite singular points in his case were most
minutely dealt with so that he could not doubt but that the application
was to himself, the preacher concluded by saying: "If you will come
before the Session we shall receive you into the fellowship,"-but he
failed to go forward,-to his loss.

He entered at this period upon apprenticeship as gardener at Moyhall.
The head·gardener, Mr. Rhind, was a godly man who held prayer-meetings.
Donald enjoyed and profited by Ius fellowship. Wllell he died his ungodly
son was appointed to his post. He would have Donald do what was not
work of necessity on Sabbath. Donald refused and gave up his employment
rather than transgress the fourth commandment. He went to Edinburgh
and thence to the Vice-l.eg'al Lodge gardens in Dublin. There he visited
many churches and heard another gospel, not the gospel of Christ. At
last he heard in a Baptist Church, "the joyful sound." He would
however, have the matter settled by the Great Shepherd of the sheep,
who says, "Prove ne." This he would reverently do. So he prayed that
if the minister was one of Christ's own messengers sent forth to feed
the flock, He would condescend to guide the minister to come to speak
to, and shake hands with him next Sabbath. On Sabbath Donald was on
the watch-tower to see how the Lord would deal with him. He went
early to Churcll and sat in the back seat. That day, the minister, too,
arrived early. He did. not enter the vestry as usual but came to the main
door, entered, went direct to Donald, spoke kindly to him and warmly
shook hands with him. Thus the requested token was given.

After a time Donald's health broke down and he came home. Next
he went to an Inverness nursery. It was now 1893. When in that year
Rev. D. Macfarlane separated himself by protest, tabled at the Assembly,
from the Declaratory Act Free Church on account of its casting out the
doctrine of God's sovereign choice of sinners in Christ, to salvation, before
the world began, as revealed in the Scriptures and contained in the
Confession of Faith-a casting out which, at that time, was reaffirmed
with the express declaration that it bound the whole Church-he, too,
separated and joined those who then set about organising the Free
Presbyterian Church.

That same year he got employment at Linlithgow. In 1894 he married
and a f,ew months later went to Falkirk but found no .gospel there.
"The Canaanite was then in the land." He now came north to Allan
of Fearn where he had the joy of joining in worship with Free Presby­
terians. Her,e he was received into full clmrch membership. After six
years he removed to Tain and then to Borrobol where he remained fifteen
years. As this place is isolated, he stipulated when engaging with his
employer, that he be set free each third week-end to travel to Halkirk
or Helmsdale on Saturday for Sabbath public worship, r·eturning on
MOJ1,day morning, and that he be free to attend the services at three
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communion seasons each year. 'l'hese privileges he highly valued. At
this time he was elected to the elder's office in the Halkirk congregation.
His next removal was to Din,gwall where he again came under the edifying
ministry of Rev. D. Macfarlane. At the heights of Fodderty, where, for
a short time he occupied a croft, a daughter, Mary, and a son, Alexander,
died. In 1926 he removed to Inverness where another son, Murdo, died
in the hope of a blessed immortality.

Donald Macrae discharged the duties of his office conscientiously and
throughout the troubles through which our Church has been passing in
rOOlEmt years he stood true and steadfast, assured that what he stood
for was based on the truth, and firmly held according to truth, will
stand against all opposition.

In his last illness his hope shone unclouded to the end. A fortnight
before his death he said to his son, John, "I am going to leave you."
Whlen asked where he was Igoing he answered, "To eternity; I gave you
a hint of that a week ago." Later, he said, "A stranger is coming to
the house." To the query who it was, he replied, "Death." Two friends
visited him and one of thlemsaid, " You will soon, Donald, be where
there is no sickness or trouble." "Yes, and that will be better," was his
answer. 'l'wo days later he was given the Scripture, "Arie they not all
ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs
of salvation" (Heb. ii. 14). He passed away peacefully on Wednesday,
August 29th, 1945.

The above is Mr. F. Beaton's adequate account of this worthy elder
of the Inverness F.P. Church congregation. He was leminently a man of
prayer, and gave no uncertain sound when occasion arose to speak out
in days of trouble. His remains were conveyed to the graveyard of his
native parish to rest there until the heavens be no more.

'We sympathise with his liereaved widow, who is now, for the main
part, an invalid, but is like-minded in the things of the Spirit of God
with our late friend. We sympathise with his son and daughter. May
they be found loving, and walking in, the footsteps of their God-fearing
parents!-D. A. MacfMlane.
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