






























The Evil of Sin. 95

-----oIl

Cl'eature as itR subject, it can be only finite; with respect to God, the object
against whom it is directed, it is' infinitely evil: for it is an affront to his
infinite perfections. Men themselves judge of the evil of crimes, not so
much by the person who commits them, as by the object against whom they
are committed; and according to the station or dignity of the injured party,.
they are viewed as greater or less. Thus, that which is only felony, when
affec.ting a fellow-subject, becomes high treason, when committed against
the Sovereign.

In forming' an estimate of the evil of sin, we are not so much to judge
of it by the relation it bears to oUt"selves, or to society, as by that which
it bears to the great God, who ia principally offended. 'l'he evil of sin, as
committed against him, appears so enhanced, that notwithstanding its fatal
effects with regard to ourselves ·01' others, we may speak of every transgres·
sion in the language of David in his penitential psalm: Against thee, thee'
only have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight.

Every sin strikes against God, as peculiarly and directly, as if no other
were either affected or offended by it, or even pl'ivy to the commission.
Had there not been an infinite evil in sin objectively considered, it would
not have required infinite satisfaction. It was not possible that the blood
of bulls and goats could take away sin. It indeed required the shedding of
blood: but this blood must be of infinite value.

That of the sinner himself could not suffice. Therefore God must pur­
chase the Church with his own blood. Acts 20: 28. For without this there'
could have been so salvation. It was necessary that the ransom should be
infinitely precious: -not because of the multitude of sinners to be
l'edeemed; for the;)', being finite, could never, by reason of their number,
require infinite satisfaction: -not merely because of the multitude of; sins
from which they were to be redeemed, which, in a certain sense, as exceeding
all human calculation, may be called infinite (Job 22: 5); for these were all
known to him, and he could have exacted the ransom, without exceeding in
the least :-but by reason of the evil of sin, which requil'ed that infinite
satisfaction should be given to Divine Justice.

This is the great reason wily the sufferings of hell are (3ternal. For as
the sinner, on account of his finite nature, cannot give infinite satisfaction
which the justice of God demands, or, in other words, sustains the whole of
divine wrath at once, it is necessary that it be continued for ever, that
what he cannot sustain in its full extent, may be measured out in endless·
duration. This, we say, is the great reason, for it is not the only one..
Their continuance in sin would, of itself, subject them to continuance in
Buffering.

4. All sin has an infinite evil in it. As it hath been proved, that this
is an attribute of sin in general, as being committed against a God of
infinite perfection; it must be ascribed to every sin. For the evil of its
nature arising, not from that degree of guilt which belongs to any particular
transgression, or the peculiar atrocity attending it, but from its opposition
to the nature of God, as will be more fully declared afterwal'ds; every sin
must partake of this evil nature. .

Some sins indeed are more aggravated, and attended with more atrocious.
circumstances that others. But it will not thence follow, that some sins
are infinitely evil, and that others are not. It is objected, "That if this



96 Free Presbyte1'ian Magazine.

be a property essential to sin, no one offenee can be greater than another,
that the least transgression is, in a comparative point of view, as heinous
as the greatest, because, that which is infinite admitting of no degrees, it
cannot be said that one is less, and another more infinitely evil, as this
would be a denial of the infinite evil of sin altogethed"

But although every sin be infinitely evil, it must be remembered, that it
is (}nly so objectively, as terminati~g on God, and not subjectively, as
committed by the creatme. 'Were it asserted, which could not be done
without the greatest absurdity, that all sin is infinitely evil in the strict
and proper sense of the expression, in reference not only to its object, but
to its subject: e~n then it would not follow that there were no <1ifference
in the. acts of sin.

(Xo Ve continued.)

Foreign Mission.
MOST of our readers will know that Mr. James Fraser is at present
preparin,g to return to our Mission in Southern Rhodesia. Present arrange­
ments are that he return next spring', when he will proceed to Shangani.
This district is about 100 miles distant from Ingwenya, and is at present
in a comparatively undeveloped state. A suitable cin is therefore a just
necessity for n.;M&sionary labour in that area.

The Foreign Missions Committee have asked Mr. Fraser to visit as many
of the congregations in the Church as he conveniently can for the purpose
of giving our people first-hand informations of conditions and work on the
Mission. Reports indicate that in those congregations which have already
been visited these lectures have been greatly appreciated. Other congrega·
tions desirous of a'vailing themselves of this opportunity will require to
arrange directly with Mr. Fraser, whose present address is Timaru House,
Strathpeffer. At these meetings, a Special Collection is being taken,
the proceeds of which will be set aside for the purpose of purchasing a
car. The sum aimed at is £500.

The. Committee feel that our people have only to be informed of the
above arrangements to respond with their usual liberality. Private.
donations to the Shangani Car Fund will also be welcomed, and should
be sent to either Mr. Fraser or Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness.
-James MacLeod, Con,vener, F.M.C.

Notes and Comments.
Held over.-Owing to pressure on our space a number of articles are

held over ineludin,g a biographical sketch of Rev. Alexander Henderson,
the great leader in the Second Reformation, whose death took place three
hundred years ago, on 19th August, 1646.

Faith and Assurance.-The extract on this subject in last issue was
from Dr. A. A. Hodge's Popular Lecttwes on Theological Theme8:, p. 350.
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Church Notes.
Home-ooming of the Rev. Johm Tallaoh and Family.-In a 1etter we had

from Mr. Tallach he informs us that he intended sailing on the It Ca1'llarvon
Castle" (D.V.) on the 20th August. We wish Mr. Tallach and family
a prosperous journey by the will of God.

C'omnvunions.-September, first Sabbath, Ullapool and Breasclete; seoonc1,
Strathy; third, Tarbert and Stoer. October, first Sabbath, North Tolsta;
second, Ness and Gairloch; fourth, Wick, Greenock and Lochinver.
November, first Sabbath, Raasay and Oban; second, Glasgow; third,
Edinburgh, Dornoch and Uig.

Note.-The Kirk-Session of Raasay has uccided to have the dispensation
of the Lord's Supper twice a year-in November and July.

Synod pj·oceedings.-These are now being sent out. Price peI' copy i;;
1/-. Donations from friencJs will be appreciated. Anyone not residant
in a congregation may send to Mr. J. Grant, 'l'reasurer, Inverness, for
copies.-Robert R. Sinclair, Cleric of Synod.

Acknowledgment of Donations.
::\11'. .T. Grant, 4 Millhul'll Road, Inverness, Grneral Treasurer,

acknowlollgos with grateful than,ks the following donations:-
8'u,~tent(~Hon Ftmd.-F.P., Le,el'lmrgh, £2; Friends, Mich., U.S.A.,

£12 6/11; 111:,'. anll Ml·S. K. L., Larbert, Stirling, £1; Miss J. M. S.,
Glcnlmrn Hoad, Arclrishai,g, 10/-; Miss M. MeR., N.A.A.F.I., Long
Marston, £1; Mrs. A. S., Thistlcdale, Don1cn, Sask., £1 16/-; Mrs. L. MeD.,
The Hungalow, Saltburn, £1; Mr. D. ]\1c}\., Conary, G1enelg, £1.

J[(fflH3 Mission F1/1tll.-Miss E. R., Baekics, Golspie, £1; It Grateful,"
Breakish, £1.

Aged and InfVrm Ministers mu] Widow$ and Orphans F·nnd.-Miss A.
MeA., Harl'is, 10/-; Mr. J. S., Craigscorrie, Beauly, 10/-,

Br·itish United Aid to China Flmd,~Welllwlsher, 'l'hurso postmark, 10/-;
Lochinvcr Congregation, £7 8/6; Dl'umbcg Congregation, £5 2/-; Bayhead,
North Uist, Congregation, £3/0/8.

Dtbtch Relief Fund,-Anon., Glasgow pORtmark, 5/-; Collected by Mrs.
H. McLeod, Polchaple in Culkein village,' £8, and in Dntmbeg village,
£5 14/-; Collected in Nedd by Miss Colina Munro, £4 5/G-Total, £18/0/6.:
Proverbs iii. 27, £3.

Chilna MissWn Fund.-vVellwisher, Skye, 10/-.

Li'oterature to H.M. Forces Fund.-Miss E. R., Backies, Golspie, for
Bibles, £1.

J.ewish and Foreign Mis$i=.9,-Mrs. M. M., Sleat, Skye, £5; Lochcarron
Sabbath 'School for Bibles for Mission Children, per Miss ·C. Chisholm,
£4 5/-; Anon" Glasgow postmark, £6; J. D., Applecross, £2; Miss A. MeA.,
Harris, o/a Shangani Mission, £2; Miss A. MeA., Harris, o/a Ingwenya
Mission, £1; Mr. F. M., Fairfield, N.S.W., Australia, 10/6; Nurse Diekic,

(Continued on p. 100.)
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Inverness, £.1; Well-lVi-sher, Skye, 10/-; Mrs. L. McD., The Bungalow,
Saltbum, 10/-; Mr. J. 8., Cmigscorrie, Beauly, 12/6; Mr. A. L., 12
Pinefielcl, Road, Elgin, 10/-.

Magazine PUlnd.-Mrs. M. Macinnes, BadcaU, .scoUl'ie, 10/-; Mr. D.
Nicolson, "Portree," 126 Mel'etlith Street, Bankstown, N.S.W., £1 10/-.

P.P. Ma{jlaeine-Pree Dist7'ibibtion Fund.-Frientl, Rarris, 2/6; Mrs. M.
A. Mackillop, Dernclate, Ran'is, 12/6; Ml's. C. }~er,guson, CluBr, Stockinish,
Hal'l'is, 12/6; MI;S. Dunbar, 2 Columba Road, Inverness, 2/6.

The following lists have bcen sent in for publication:-
Daviot, StraItherrick and l'om.atin Manse ltund.-Dav'iot Seotion-Miss

1. M. Cameron, FaIT, acknowletlges with grateful thanks the following:­
A Friend, £5; London Friend, £2; Mrs. J. M., Thurso, per Rev. W. Gl'ant,
10/-; Stra.tl~eI'7\t".(;k Section-Mr. J. Fraser thankfully acknowledges a dona­
tion of £1 'from an old F.P., Strathel'l'ick, and £1 from A Friend,
Stratherrick.

;St. Jitde's Glasgow.-Mr. A. E. AlexandeI', 137 West Graham Street,
Treasurer, desires to acknowledge receipt of the following amounts, which
have been placed to the Funds specified :-Anon. WeUwisher, per J. G.,
£20; Mrs. McK., Clydebank, 15/-; C. M., £1; A. McL., £3; N. K., £2;
Anon., £1; D. C., 2/6; Mrs. McL., 10/-; Mrs. C., Stirling', £3; C. McA.,
10/-; A. M., £1; T. J., £1; E. J., £1; A. M. W., Bearsden, £1;
N. B., Cambuslang, £1; Mi5" Stewart, £3.

Lochca.rron Manse Bu·ilding Fwnd.-'rhe Tl'easurer con}ially acknowledges
the following donations:-K. K., Lochcarron, pcr J. M. K., £1 10/-;
Friend, Lochcarroll, £1 10/-; "In affectionate remembnmce of Lexy and
Danny McDonalcl," Vancouv~r, £3.

London Congregational Fib'ILds.-Rev. J. P. Macqueen acknowledges
lVith sincere thanks the followin,g': -'rwo Applecross Friends, £2; Friend,
Applecross, £1; Friend,Milton, Applecross, £1; Mrs. Munro, Toronto,
£1; Friend, Sidcup, Kent, £1; Mr. F. M., Australia, £1, per Mr. J. Grant.

1.loga7·t CongregatuYn.al Fnnds.-Rcv. F. MacLeod acknowledges with
sincere thanb a donation of £5 from. MrR. R. Pittentrail, per Mr. Robert
Ross.

Obu,n Congl'egationlbl Ft/ni/s.-M,., J. Martin, Treasurer, acknowledges
with gmteful thanks a donation of £1 from Mr. F. M., Australia, per
Mr. J. Grant.

Inver7/jess COn[freglbtion.-M.r. Wm. Mackenzie, Treasurer, acknowledges
with sincere thanks the sum of £1 from Mr. F. M., Australia.

Yatten ClIIwrch Exten.'tbon Pund.-Mr. J. Mackay, Treasurer, thankfully
acknowledges the following donations; -" In memory of Ronald MacSween,"
£1; A Friend, £1; Friend,. Uiginish; £2; Miss K. N., £1.

Bmbth Afrioan Mission Clothing F'und.-Mrs. Matheson, F.P. Manse,
Lairg, acknowledges with sincere thanks the following; -Collecting Box,
Prayer Meeting, F.P. Church, Oban, per Mr. J. Martin, £4 3/-; Friend,
Inverness, £1; Free Presbyterian, Lairg postmark, £1; Friend, Scourie,
£1; Miss E. R., Golspie, £1; Miss A. MeD., Rheconich 5/-; Clothing,
Buttons, etc., from Two Friends, Argyll. '

Roosay Ma.nse B1!ilding F1md.-Mr. E. Macrae, 'l'reasurer, acknowleclg-es
with grateful thanks the following (lonations :-Friend, Perthshire, £1;
Friend, Greenock, £1; Fri.end, Borve, Skye, 10/·; the following per Rev.
D. Campbell, "Ebenczer," £5; F.P., £1; D. M. K., Diabaig, £1.

8cmwie Missi07I Hm68e.-MI'. K. Morrison, Treasurer, acknowledges with
sincere thanks a donation of 10/- from Mrs. H. M., Thurso, per Rev.
W. Grant.


