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"How wilt thou do in the swelling of Jordan? " (Jer. xii. 5).
IN Vol. XI. of our Magazine thel'e is an obituary notice of a godly woman,
Jessie MacLeod, Strathy Point, Sutherlandshire, by the Rev. John R.
Mackay, then of Inverness. In this notice there is a reference to an
occasion in this dear woman's life when she was found by a friend weeping
bitterly while contemplating the crossing from time to eternity, an experi­
ence about which we know nothing, but an experience we all very soon
must know.

Death to the Christian may and often does appear as something to be
dreaded, and we" read of tho&e "who through fear of death "were all their
lifetime subject to bondage."
" Satan has nothing in his fallen nature but enmity against God and

man, and he therefore puts forth every effort to harass God's people
irrespective of their weaknesses arid afflictions.

This was the "case with Jessie MacLeod on that occasion when her friend
found her weeping and asking herself the question, "How wilt thou do
in the swelling of Jordan T"

But there was a sequel to that weeping which the Rev. Mr. Mackay did
not mentiQn. The friend who tried to comfort her on that occasion ended
by saying, "Maybe you will find yourself in Glory without knowing any­
thing about the crossing of the river." That was exactly how this dear
christian went to her Father's house from the vale of tears.

She had been somewhat weaker than usual for several days, but there
were no signs of her approaching departure. This same friend heard of
her indisposition and went to visit her. As he came to the end of her
cottage he met her sister-in-law, Mrs. Angus MacLeod, who attended her.
Mrs. MacLeod said, "You better not go in just now, as I am after giving
her a hot drink, and she has just gone off to sleep." So he waited for an
hour and then went in. Jessie was lying in the same position as she was
when she went to sleep-not a limb had moved from that posture, but she
had crossed the river. She had slept in Jesus, and God had taken her to
be with Himself for ever.

Jessie MacLeod and Jean Robertson, as she was always called, although
she was Mrs. William Mackay, that is, the mother of the late Rev. J. R.
Mackay, and the late Murdo Mackay, were two outstanding Christians.
Mrs. Mackay was one of the most discerning Christians one could meet.
Her son Murdo was once asked if he could explain in any way this won­
dedul trait in his mother's character. He said that she always was guided
in her conclusions by the passages of God's Word that came before her
mind. Some of her conclusions were bordering on the prophetic, as some
of those still living can testify.

Her husband was one of the most upright men in his generation. He
was a great admirer of Rev. Christopher Munro. On one occasion he
remarked that in the providence of God it was a ,good thing that Mr.
Munro had died before they had to make the stand they did in 1893, for
that if Mr. Munro would not have come out that he did not know what
would have happened. Mrs. Mackay replied, "We would have come out
although all the Mr. Mull1'oS on earth would stay in." Such was the firm
conviction of this gracious woman of the absolute necessity of the stand
made in 1893 for the Word of God, and the doctrines founded thereon in
our Confession of Faith.
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Murdo shared to a large extent his mother's discernment, and to a friend
who enjoyed his friendship and confidence he more than once said that he
was afraid his brother John-then F.P. minister, Inverness-would turn
aside. His actual words were, a Tha feagal orm *gnr claon lain fhein."
This was said many years before ''theril was any indication that his brother
would go over to the Free Church. When his friend remarked to Murdo
that the Most High Himself would not allow such an eminent man as
lain to turn aside from the position he had taken up and had so mastel'~

fully defended, Murdo could not agree, and after events proved him to
have been right in his sorrowful anticipations.

But they are now both in Glory where there will be no deviation from
the perfect worship of God throughout endless ages.

When one looks back over the years to 1893 many changes have taken
place since then. The most of a the salt of the earth" whom we then
knew have a The swelling of Jordan" behind them for evei, and we who
have survived those long years, and the many unexpected and unlooked
for changes, are feeling like the Psalmist when he said, a I watch, and
am as a sparrow alone on the house-top."

Acknowledgment.
A BOX for despatch to lngwenya Mission, Bembesi, Southern Rhodesia,
with the following contents, arranged by Mr. H. S. McGillivray, Kirn;­
1 gross Lead Pencils; 1 gross Rubbers; 1 gross Exercise Books; 50 Text
Books-Self Help History; 50 'fext Books-World III School-all from
Mr. Donald Grant, Grant Educational Co., Glasgow. 5 Wall Maps-52"
by 42"; 11 Wall Illustrations of Animals-from Messrs. Johnstone, Edin·
burgh. 150 Gospels-from the Bible Society of Glasgow. 10 Books on
Reformation-from Hope Trust, Edinburgh. 53 Bible Text Posters­
from Free Church Council, London. 47 Children's Picture Books; 24
Books-a Torch Series "-from Messrs. Collins Ltd., Glasgow. 12 Balls
Crochet Cotton-from Messrs. Coats Ltd., Glasgow.

These goods, comprising the contents of the above Box, are all gifts
for the Mission Work and are given enti]'ely free of cost; also a larger
parcel of Tracts and Gospels in Zulu from Scripture Gift Mission, London,
sent direct to Africa with a communication to Mr. Fraser to advise his
wants from time to time.

The Magazine.
Collectio1'\ for MagOJzine Ftl,nd.-At a meeting of Synod a statement was

p]'esented from the Treasurer, showing the increase in expenditme due to
war conditions since the pre-war date.

This increase showed an expenditure of over £150 in the past two years.
Included in this are Postages and Freight Oharges on Parcels. Rather
than increase the price of the Magazines the Synod decided to take up
a Special Collection from our Congregations and Mission Stations, in this
way to tide over any deficit in the Magazine Finances until better days.
-D. Beaton, Convener of Magazine Committee.

... I am afraid John himself will turn aside."
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The Magazin.e---Ghange of Fitnancial Year.-In view Qf the Financial
Year of the 'Church ending on 31st December, the Magazine year will also
end Qn that date. Subscribers who have already paid their Magazine
Subscpiptions up to March, 1948, will only pay for the period from March
to December, 1948, that is, three·fourths of the Annual Subscription, lIB

follows :-F.P. Magazine to December, 1948-3/6; Y.P. Magazine to
December, 1948-2/9. Subscribers will kindly note that both Magazine
Subscriptions will in future be paid annually in December.-JOHN GRANT,
Treasurer.

Notes and Comments.
"If~ therefore, the light that is im thee be darkness, how great is tMt

darkness!" These words of the Saviour come to our mind in reading some
utterances of the Rev. H. McClelland in a cutting from a Scottish weekly
sent us by a reader of the Magazine in South Africa. Mr. McClelland, as
many of our readers know, has attained an unenviable notoriety in his
explorations in the dreary domains of the New Theology.

The Sabbath, as was to be expected, had Mr. McClelland's attention
called to it. "Until people can laugh freely in Church, sit back in,
cushioned seats and watch Ronald Colman or Greer Garson in a goOd
interest :film, the Scottish 'Sunday' will continue to be nothing but a
bore." The minister of Trinity Congregational Church, Glasgow, with his
new light, is to dispel the so-called gloom of the Scottish Sabbath, but
fortunately there are still some people in Scotland and elsewhere who
"remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy." The Hollywood film
stars have but poor light at best; the less we have of their acting on
the Sabbath Day in Glasgow the better. Glasgow's old motto is more in
accordance with the divine order of things: "Let Glasgow flourish by
the preaching of the Word."

Gleanings by the Way.
it It's wrong to make stones of the Word of God to throw at people."­

These words were uttered by the late worthy Captain Turner, Dumbarton;
in the course of a conversation, in which he was describing a dispute that
arose between a Vale of Leven minister and his congTegation. It was
evident that the Captain's sympathies were- with the minister, at least in
the early part of the dispute. But as the dispute developed it would appear
that the minister b~gan to attack his opponents by hurling texts of
Scripture against them. It was this procedure that called forth the
remark which was a severe criticism of the minister's procedure :-" It
is a wrong thing to make stones of the Word of God to throw at people."
It is evident from this remark that the worthy man did not consider this
a commendable way of treating the Word of God.
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Church Notes.
Comm'Ui1llWn8.-November-FITst Sabbath, Oban; second, Glasgow; third,

Edinburgh, Dornoch' and Uig. January-Last Sabbath, Inverness.
Feb1"'!blM"Y-First Sabbath, Dingwall.

Induotion of Rev. J. A. MacMnald ion Applecross.-The Induction of
the Rev. John A. Macdonald, formerly of Uig, Lewis, to the Applecross
charge, took place on Wednesday, lOth September, in our church there.
The weather was favourable and some friends came from a distance to
be present at the solemn service. Rev. A. Beaton, Moderator of Presbytery,
preached and presided on the occasion. After Mr. Macdonald answered
the usual questions and signed the formula he was suitably adressed by
the Clerk, and Rev. M. MaeSween, in appropriate terms, exhorted the
congregation. May the Lord bless abundantly both pastor and people and
may there be a rich outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the ministry now
begun so that Christ may be glorified, His flock edified, and many souls
saved.-D. M. Macdonald, C'Terk of Presbytery.

ChlLrch Deputies.-Rev. F. MacLeod, Dornoch, arrived safely in New
Zealand. Rev. M. MacSween, Portnalong, returned from Canada and U.8.A.
Rev. Jas. Fraser and family are now on our mission field in South Africa.
May the sowing of the good seed be abundantly blessed in all lands.-W. G.

Acknowledgment of Donations.
Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, GenCl'al Treasurer, acknowledges

with grateful thanks the following donations:-
Swtentation F'UIrId.-Mr. J. M., Bayhead, Harris, £10; Anon., Strontian,

£3; Mrs. McK., Badralach, o/a Lochbroom, per Rev. D. N. McLeod, £2;
Miss J. C., Pineview, Carr Brid,ge, £2; Dr. E. C., Wyvis Lodge, Taplow,
Bucks., £1; Mr. Ed. M., 1 Carrigrich, Tarbert, £1; Miss J. E. M., 125
E. Clyde Street, Helensburgh, 10/-; Mr. and Mrs. K. L., 11 Colony Cottages,
Larbert, £1 12/6; A Friend, Glasgow postmark, £2; Mrs. E. MeP., 13
Camuscross, Sleat, Skye, £3. .

Home Mission Fund.-Dr. E. C., Wyvis Lodge, Taplow, Bucks., £1.

Synod Proceedings Fund.-12 Friends, North Tolsta, per Mr. J. Nicolson,
12/-; Mr. J. McL., Drinishader, per Rev. D. R. Macdonald, 5/-; Mr. C.
McL., Cruimar, per Rev. A. Macaskill, 9/-; Mr. D. McK., Culag, per Rev.
A. Macaskill, 1/-; Mr. D. MeD., 27 Marketgate, 'Crail, 4/-.

Magazine Fund.-" Reader," Glasgow, 10/-; Friend, Breasclete, 1/-; Mrs.
D., 2 Columba Road, Inverness, 2/6; Mrs. M. McI., Badcall, Scourie, 5/6.

Jewish and FO'l'eign Missions.-Mr. J. M., Bayhead, Harris, £10; Plockton
Prayer Meeting, Collections o/a Bibles for South African Mission, £6 10/-;
Dr. E. C., Wyvis Lodge, Taplow, Bucks., £1; Mrs. McI., Carnoch, Kyles,
per Rev. D. R. Macdonald, £1; Miss J. E. M., 125 E. Clyde Street,
HeJensbungh, 10/-; Mrs. M. MeP., 50 Captain Street, Greenock, 5/-; A
Friend, Glasgow postmark, £2 10/-.

Literatwre Fumd.-Sale of Mother's Catechisms, per Rev. W. Grant, £6.
COr1·eotioll.-In the Abstract of Accounts, ,synod Proceedings, under

Sustentation Fund, the sum o'f £14 17/5 appears as donations; this should
read £141 17/5, which, as it will appear, is the correct figUTe.
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The following lists have been sent in for publication:-

Bmeadale Ch'lweh JiepClJirs Ennd.-Mr. P. Beaton, Treasurer, thankfully
acknowledges a donation of £1 from A Well',wisher at Bracadale Communion.

Edinbnfgh Congl'cgational Fwnds.-Rev. N. Mclntyre acknowledges with
sinceI'e thanks a donation of £2 from Mrs. P., Lowstoft.

Fod William Mission Hou8e Jiepavfs Fund.-Mr. A. Colquhoun, Glenan,
'rreasurer, acknowledges with grateful thanks £2 from A Friend, Edinburgh,
and £1 fI'om A Kames Friend.

St. Jude's Congreg!ation, Glasgotv.-Mr. A. E. Alexander, Treasurer,
thankfully acknowledges the following :-A Friend, Registered post, £3;
W. McK., £1, peI' Rev. D. J. Matheson; Mrs. McK., Balmeanach, Skye,
£1 10/,; Mrs. McK., 15/·; Anon., £1; W. McL., £2; Mrs. L., £1; A. C.,
10/,; A. McL., Paisley, £1 10/,; Mrs. M., £3; Miss M. V. F., £4; Mrs.
A. M. W., Bearsden, £5, per Rev. D. J. Matheson. A. C., Rutherglen, £1;
Anon., £1; W. McK., £1; A Friend, per Registered post, £3; Mrs. McK., ~

Clydebank, 15/·; E.C.S., per A. N., £5.
Glendale Congregat'ional Funds.-Mr. F. Nicolson, 'rreasurer, acknowledges

with sincere thanks the sum of £50 19/11, bequeathed by the late Mr.
Murdo MacAskill, towards the repair of Glendale Church.

Hand~'k Congrega.tionaIE'lmds.-Rev. vVm. Grant thankfully acknowledges
the following donations :-Mrs. McL, Halkirk, £1, o/a Foreign Missions,
and £2 from Inverness Friends, for Special Pu,poses.

Loehearron Manse B'wilding F'und.-The 'L'reasurer most gratefully
acknowledges the following donations: -Collecting Card, per Mr. Murdo
Cameron, Inverasdale, £9 10/,; Friend, Brogaig, Staffin, per R. M. R., 10/,;
N. McK., Tarbert, per D. M. L., £1; J. McL., Raasay Cottage,
Al'dineaskan, £2.

Inverness Manse 1'nf()ltase Fund.-The crreasurer acknowledges with
grateful thanks the following donations :-3. C., £3; A Friend, per Rev.
A. F. Mackay, £1; Friends, Middlesbrough, 10/,.

Ness Ma1Me B1ioil(£i.ng F1io11d.-The Treasurer thankfully acknowledges
the following donations: -Edinburgh Adherent, 10/-; Dr. P. A. McL.,
Carloway, £5; Sergt. J'. McL., Clydebank, £5; Fdend, Dornoch, £1; Well·
wisher, £1; Friend of the Cause, £1; Wellwisher, Lochranza, 5/·; R. J. P.,
Kyle of Lochalsh, £1; A. McL., Edinburgh, £2; Friends, per W. McLean,
£5; A. G., Swainbost, Ness, £2; K. A. M., Princess Terrace, Glasgow, £3;
Ml'. and 1\1:1's. D. McL., 35 Bayhead Street, Stornoway, £1.

North l'olsta Man8e B10ilding Fumd.-Mr. John Nicolson, 'L'reasurer,
aclfnowledges with sincere thanks the following donations :-A Friend,
Stornoway, £1; Mrs. R., Geocrab, Han'is, per N. M., £1; Mr. A. McL.,
6 Iheasclete, £1; Mrs. D. McL, 6 Bl'easclete, £1; A Friend, Breasclete,
£1; R. J. P., Kyle of Lochalsh, £1; A. C., Glasgow, £1; Mrs. D. and
Misses McL, Garden Road, Stornoway, £3; D. McL., 32 Breasclete, £1;
Friend, Stornoway, £1; Friend, Uig, Lewis, £1; A Fl'iend, Uig, Lewis,
]0/,; A Pl'iend, Harris, £1.

Oban Congregational F'unds.-Mr. J. Martin, Treasurer, acknowledges
with gratf'ful thanks receipt of the following:- From the Estate of the
late Miss Mary Ann MacColl, £100, and from Two Anonymous Ladies, £50.

Vatten Ch.1l.reh Extension F1iond.~Mr. J. Mackay, Treasurer, tha:nkfull~'
acknowledges a donation of £5 from A Friend, Kensalyre.

St. JHde's South African Clothing F1M1d.~The Committee acknowledges
with gratf'ful thanks contributions amounting to £21 9/6 and the following
donations per Treasurer:-Mrs. A. VV., Bearsden, 10/,; Miss A. M.,
Glasgow, £1.




