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still to those among them who had leases of their farms, and whom Mr.
Sellar, the factor, and law-agent, had no power to remove" (Memorabilia
D01Mstica, pp. 290, 291).

After this wholesale eviction of his congregation the Mission was dis­
solved, and Mr. Sage was appointed to the Gaelic Chapel, Aberdeen, in
1819. Here he ministered for a nUIilber of years until presented to the
parish of Resolis in 1822. It was soon after his induction that Mr. Sage
passed throu.gh an extraordinary mental and spiritual struggle, which made
a lasting impression on his memory. His wife, Harriet Robertson, to whom
he was devotedly attached, died in child-bed. Mr. Sage was so overcome
with grief that he was not able to accompany the remains to the place
of burial. Soon after this sad event, he passed into deeper waters than
ever he had experienced, and his own account of this experience cannot better
be given than in his own words. "Mr. MacDonald of Ferintosh often
visited me," he says,," and preached to my people. Shortly after the
death of my beloved wife, he passed on his way to preach at Cromarty,
and I accompanied him on horseback. The ride thither and back on the
same day completely exhausted me, and I lay down on my return wishing
that I might die. Such a desire came upon me so strongly that I hailed
with delight every unsuccessful effort· of nature to regain its former position
under the pressure of present weakness, as so many sure precursors of death
which would unite me to her from whom I had been so recently and sorely
separated. . I .gradually recovered, however, but still the notion haunted
my mind. Then conscience began to ask, 'Why did I wish to die " My
sorrows at once responded to the inquiry, '.Just to be with Harriet.' 'But
was I sure of that' If Haniet was in he.aven, as I could not hope but
she was, was nothing else to be the consequence of death to me but to go
to heaven merely to be with her" I was struck dumb j I was confounded
with my own folly. So then, the only enjoyment I looked for after death
was, not to be with Christ, but to be with Harriet I as if Harriet without
Christ could make heaven a place of real happiness to me! This discovery
of my own miserable sources of comfort threw me into a dreadful state
of despondency. I was perambulating the gard!ln of the manse at the
time; I left it and betook myself to my bedroom, and felt all my props
suddenly crumbling down under me. I was in a state of indescribable
alarm. I had a bitter feeling ot insecurity and of discontent. I threw
myself on my knees to pray, but could not. My spirit was angry, proud,
and unsubdued, and all these unhallowed feelings took direction even
against God Himself. He it was who had deprived me of the object of
my warmest affections. Not only so, but He had withdrawn from me
the only source of consolation out of which I could draw strength to bear
me up under so great a bereavement. Oh, what a God had I, then, to deal
with-how like Himself-how unlike me I 'But who is a God like unto
thee, who pardoneth iniquity, and who passeth by the transgressions of
the remnant of his inheritance" I was somewhat humbled, and I made
another attempt to pray. But now I felt that I was entirely in His power.
All my sins stood out before me. I attempted to come to a settlement with
God about them, on the terms of a covenant of works. But I soon found
that I was sadly out in my reckoning; like a schoolboy, in a long and
tedious arithmetical question, who has come to an erroneous conclusion,
and who has blundered more in searehing' out the cause of his error
than when at first he erred, so it was with me. God brought to my
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remembrance the sin of my nature, the sins of my youth, and the sins
of my daily omission and commission. I had no chance with Him; He
was too holy and too just a God for me. I attempted to justify myself;
I betook me to the oft-repeated, but just as often foolish and unsuccessful,
plan of 'washing myself with snow-water to make myself never so clean.'
But the result was the same as in the case of Job. 'He plunged me into
the ditch, so that my own clothes abhorred me.' This conclusion threw
me into despair; I flun,g myself on the floor, not to pray, for I deemed
that, in existing circumstances, quite needless, but just to wait,
like a condemned criminal, for the coming forth of an irrevocable sentence
of condemnation. I felt that I deserved it, and I felt equally hardened
to abide the result. But who is a God like unto Him in dealing with
transgressions 1 In my then present state, and in the sovereignty of the
Spirit's influences, that passage came to me with much power: "I am the
door.' It glided into my mind without any previous attempt to ,get at it.
But like a light, dim at first, it gradually and rapidly brightened. My
bonds were forthwith unloosed; my darkness was dispelled. Like the lepers
in Israel of old, I had only the alternative of life or death in any case.
But God was gracious. I laid hold of the hope set before me. I thought,
believed, and felt that I had actually entered the 'Door.' I found it
wide enough for a sinner, and high enough as a door set open by God
and not by man, by which to enter. If I may dare to say it, I did enter
that door, even then, and at that solemn moment, notwithstanding the
pressure of my outward bereavement and of my inward conflicts; having
entered, I did experience 'all joy and peace in believing.' In the world
I had only trouble; in Christ I had peace; and in that peace I was enabled
tQ res~gn, without a murmur, my beloved Harriet, soul and body, to His
holy care and keeping. I resumed prayer, and felt much liberty, comfort,
and enlargement. It was in the evening of one of the days in the week
immediately after her death. I had, about an hour or two before then,
gone from the garden to the parlour, and risen from the table in an
incontrollable agony of sorrow, rushed out at the door, and hurried up to
my room. But after the mental conflict above described, and the most
gracious deliverance afforded me, I returned to the parlour, to the society
of my beloved friends, in that peace of mind which Christ describes as
'peace in him,' in the very midst of those troubles which we must and
shall have in the world, but as the result of His victory over it. My
present tranquility, compared with my former 'fight of afflictions,' and
so immediately succeeding it, astonished my friends, and they could not
but ask the reason why. I could only say that 'the Lord had given, and
the Lord had taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.' For many
days, and even weeks and months afterwards, I passed my time in prayer,
in faith, and in sorrow as to the things present, but rejoicing not a little
in the God of my salvation. Alas! this sunny season was succeeded
afterwards by a long dreary day of coldness, clouds, and darkness, but
it has never been forgotten, nor have its salutary effects been dissipated
or lost" (Memorabilia Domest!:ca pp. 259-361).

When the great crisis came in 1843, Mr. Sage cast in his lot with the
Free Church, and he has left on record, notwithstanding many fears and
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dark forebodings that he had before the Disruption, God's great kindness
to him even in his worldly affairs.

(To be conti'/tlUed.)

Literary Notices.
Dam Spiorawill le Dj~ghall Bocham.an: Spiritual Songs of Dugald Buchanan.

GlaE;gow: Alexander MacLaren and Sons, 268 Argyle ,street. Price 2s.
Paper covers.

Sem'moin G1wIidhlig: Gaelic Sermons by the Rev. Archibald Cook. Same
publishers as above. Price 6s.

This fine reprint of these highly appreciated book and booklets need no
commendation at this time of day. The reprint of Mr. Cook's sermons,
which were collected and published by the late Rev. John R. Mackay some
years ago, will be appreciated by those who value gospel preaching of a.
searching scriptural kind. Our Gaelic-speaking readers will find in these
publications sound scriptural teachi~g.

Notes and Comments.
The Evangelical Library.-We have already called attention to this most

useful Library containing a large collection of important evangelical books.
Mr. Geoffrey Williams, the Librarian, has been most assiduous in collecting
the books. The Library contains a collection of missionary biolg,raphies
of the great missionaries of the Church of Christ. Mr. Williams is anxious
to get bownd vols. of the Mag.a.zine, so if friends have spare copies, he will
be pleased to :receive them. Further information as to terms of subscrip­
tion, etc., may be received from Mr. Geoffrey Williams, 78 Chiltern Street,
London, W.l. Books may be borrowed (postage both ways being paid by
the borrower). The subscription fee is not heavy. Mr. Williams deserves
every encouragement in setting up such a useful institution. It has been
very helpful to mission·aries abroad, who are placed at a great disadvantage
of borrowing the Puritan and classic evangelical books.

The Arohbishop of York's Pronowncement on how to keep the Sabbath.­
Many .of our readers may have seen in the public press the utterance
of Dr. Garbett, the Archbishop of York, on the keeping of the Sabbath.
Many a strange utterance has come from men on the subject, but surely
Dr. Garbett's is one of the most extraordinary. If Dr. Garbett were to
make as free with the E:i;ghth Commandment as he has done with the
Fourth, he might find himself before some of His MajestY'B Judges, who
might find it necessary to put him on his good behaviour or it might be
necessary for them to take more drastic measures with him. The liberty
men take with God's commandments is simply extraordinary. They would
not dare to take such liberties with human laws.

Numbers Emp/.oyed in the IGambling Indwtrll.-The manufacturing
industries which 'provide exports so urgently needed for our financial
stability are short of man-power ,by 500,000. Yet it is estimated that
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between 300,000 and 400,000 are employed in betting. Note, it is not said
they indulge in betting, but are employed in the trade.-l'he Covenante1'
(Belfast).

Church Notes.

Commwnions.-September-First Sabbath, Ullapool and Uig, Lewis;
second, Strathy; third, Tal'bet (Hania) and Stoel'. Ootobm'-]<~irst Sabbath,
North 'folsta; second, Ness and Gairloch; fourth, Wick and Lochinvel'.
N ovember.-First Sabbath, Oban; second, ,Glasgow; third, Edinburgh,
Dornoch and Uig.

Finanoial Yem·.-By order of the Synod the jinancial year will (D.V.)
in future end on the 31st December instead of 31st March as pl'eviously.
Congregational Treasurm's will oblige by sending in such Funds as are
available up to 31st December. In view of the end of the year being a
busy time with many, the General Treasurer will (D.V.) keep the books
open for some days into January, b'I,t not late1' than 10th Ja'Il'U,a1'y, if that
&hould be reqwired.-D. J. Matheson, Convener of Finance Committee.

Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer, aelqlOwledges
with grateful thanks the followin,g donations:-

S'u,8tentation Jiwnd.-A Friend, Glasgow, £1; :Mrs. MeD., Power Station,
Kyle, £1; Miss J. M. S., "Seaview," Glenbul'll Road, Ardrishaig, 10/·;
Mrs. M. MeL., Box 44, Ripley, Ontario, 15/-; .!i'riends, Mich., U.S.A., £2,

Home Mission FUi/ld.-Miss M. M., 37 Invel'ariHh TCI'l'aee, Raasay, 5/-;
Mrs. McD., "The Neuk," Kyle, 10/-; Misses MeN., 69 Loelmell Street,
Lochgilphead, £1.

Organisation Fund.-Friends, Mieh., U.S.A., £2.

Magwirne Fund.-Misses MeN., 69 Lochnell Street, Lochgil)Jllead, 17/·;
M. J. MeLean, Morar Lodge, Helensburgh, 5/- i Miss H. Frasel', of Alness,
al' Woodside, Culbokie, 10/-.

China Mission Fwnd.-Anon., Inverness postmark, 15/-.

Legaoy Fund.-Reeeived with grateful thanks frolll the Executors of the
late Mr. Murdo MaeAskill, F.P. Missionary, Glaspheill, Glendale, the wm
£205 5/6 on behalf of the South African Mission.

Jewish and Foreign MisS'ions.-Friends, Mich., U.S.A., £20 13/10 j A
Friend, Glasgow, £3; Mrs. McD., "The Nenk," Power Station, Kyle, 10/-;
Misses McN., 69 Loehnell Street, Lochgilphead, £1; Mrs. E. MeD., Moyle
Park, Glenelg, 10/-; H. M., Lairg postmark, per Rev. D. A. Maefarlane,
£2; "Interested," o/a Shangani Mission, £1; D. J. McL., 24 Francis Street,
Stornoway, 8/-; Anon., Inverness postmark, 15/-; Friend, Raasay, 10/-;
Ploekton Prayer Meetings, Collections o/a Bibles for South African Mission,
£7; Lochcal'l'on Sabbath School, o/a Bibles for South African Mission, per
Miss C. Chisholm, £4 3/-; Raasay Sabbath School, o/a South African
Mission Children, per Miss M. A. Tallach, £7 12/6; Mrs. Canty, Le Kinte,
New Zealand, £5 j Nurse Diekie, Inverness, o/a Foreign Missions, 10/-, and
o/a Bibles for South African Mission School.s, 10/-; Rev. John 'fallach
thankfully acknowledges the following :-Mrs. MeO." Edinburgh, £1; Mrs.
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Orrach, £8; Collection, Lewis, £1; Mrs. Murray, £1; M. L., Scourie, £1;
Master Macdonald, Uig, £1.

Shangani Mission Car Fund.-Kyle and Plockton Congregations, £10r,
Rev. J ames S. Fras\lr acknowledJges with sincere thanks the following:­
Priend, Kames, £4; A. McL., Diabaig, £1; Friend, Halkirk, £10.

F.P. Maga.zime-Free Distribution.--Mrs. MacAskill, Inverkirkaig, Loch­
inver, 5/-; Mrs. N. MacLennan, Bracklock, Lairg, 2/6; Mr. E. Macdonald,
Moyle Park, Glenelg, 2/6; Mrs. A. MacLeod, 6 Caberfeidh Avenue, Dingwall,
2/6; Mrs. E. H. Whoo1, 366 Graham Avenue, Winnipeg, 2/6; K. M. M.,
Skye,3/6; Mr. B. B. Knopp, 39 Maryland Road, Thornton Heath, Surrey,
5/6; Mr. John Matheson, 2 Bank Street, Plockton, 5/6; M. J. McLean, Moral'
Lodge, Helensburgh, 4/6.

Publioation F?tnd.-~Nurse Dickie, Inverness, o/a printing of the Fowr
Fold State, 10/-.

The following lists have been sent in for publication:-
Da'lJiot, Stmtherrick and Tomatim Manse Fund:-Da1!iot Seotion-Mis8

Cameron Farr thankfully acknowledges the following donations: -Mrs;
Mc!., Inverness, £1 10/-; D. Mc!., Inverness, £1; Friend in Daviot Con­
gregation, £5; Mrs. Munro, 10/-. Tomatin Seotion-Anon., Inverness
postmark, per General Treasurer, 10/-.

St. Jude's Cong?'egation, Glasgow.-Mr. A. E. Alexander, 137 West Graham
Street, gratefully acknowledges the following amounts received by post:­
A Skye Friend,C..M. L., in Memory of Rev. M. Gillies, £1; I. MeA.,
Glendaruel, 10/-.

London Congregational Funds.-Rev.· J. P. Macqueen acknowledges with
sincere thanks a donation of £2 from Mrs. Mc!., Sidcup, Kent.

Lochoar?'on Manse Btvilding Fqmd.-The Treasurer acknowledges with
grateful thanks, Collecting Cards, pel' A. McLeay, Ardheslalg" £23 16/-;
N. Montgomery, Vatten, £4; M. Livingst'One, Arrina, £8; Ina Campbell,
Shieldaig, £8; Lochcarron Congregation, per Collecting Book~, £106 7/6;
Mrs. McS., per D. M. L., £1; Collecting Cards, per Miss MacDonald,
Portree, £12 16/-; Miss J. Fraser, Vancouver, £6; Miss MacRae, Tarbert,
£4; Mr. M. Gillanders, Applecross, £2,5 17/6; Mr. E. Morrison, Kyles,
Scalpay, £24 3/6; A Friend, per J. McK., £1.

South Afrcican Mission Clothing F1l1nd.-Mrs. Matheson, 5 Park Quadrant,
Glasgow, acknowledges with grateful thanks a donation of £2 from Friend,
Culbokie; Four Friends of Vatten Congregation, per Mr. Neil Montgomery.

North Tolsta Manse Building Fund.-Mr. J. Nicolson, 9 North Tolsta,
thankfully acknowledges the following donations :-Mrs. Mc!., Ness, late
69 North Tolsta, per Mr. W. McLean, £1; Mrs. N., Stornoway, £1; A
Friend, £2; N. M., Geocrab, per Mr. D. G. Mackenzie, £1; Miss M., Glebe
House, S. Dell, Ness, 10/-; Mrs. A. Morrison, in Memory of her beloved
Husband, £2 10/-.

Edinbwrgh Manse Pwrdhase Fund.-The Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Hugh
MacDougall, 58 Grange Loan, Edinburgh, acknowledges the following
donations with sincere thanks :-Friend, Lochcarron, 10/-; Friend, "In
appreciation of those who held by F.P. testimony in 1905," £5.

Lochbroom Congregational Funds.-Mr. J. A. McLean, Treasurer, acknow.
ledges with sincere thanks the followillg donations :-Anon., per Nurse
!. B. Mackenzie, £5, o/a Sustentation Fund; Anon., per Rev. D. N. MacLeod,
o/a Ullapool Congregational purposes.

Fort William Mis8Von House Repairs Fllnd.-Mr. Alex. Colquhoun, Glenan,
Treasurer, acknowledges with grateful thanks the following donations:­
A Lochaber Friend, £1; Friend, Milivaig, £1; Friend, Perthshire, £1;
Friend, Inverlochy, £1.


