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sects, large and small. We have no hesitation in saying that part of
the reason why the enemy endeavoured, recently, to destroy our Church,
root and branch, was in order to stop the work by which God was glorified
in the salvation of poor sinners in dark Africa.

nI. In the third place, we notice the end for which this was permitted:
"That they which are approved may be made manifest among you."

(1) In the· visible Church the wheat is mixed with the chaff and the
Lord at times permits a sifting in order that they may be separated·. \
Yea, He Himself is represented as doing that work: "Whose. fan is in
his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and gather his wheat
into the garner; but he will burn. up the {lhaff with unquenchable fire"
(Matt. iii. 12). 1'here are many influences at work in order to do this
work, but they are all controlled ,by Him. In our text it is a heresies ,.
that are permitted to creep in, in order to try or test the Church of God.
A heresy, according to the dictionary, is "an opinion iipposed to the
established or usually' received doctrine," and, as a rule, when it comes
into the Church it will find plenty to embrace it. Some do so out of
enmity to the Church, and especially if they have become in any way liable
to its discipline, while others do it through lack of discernment, and if
you were to ask of them their reason for their {londuct they could give
none but what was put into their mouths by others. Where Ig~ace, however,
is in exercise, it acts as a ballast to steady one when compassed with
:floods which threaten to ,sweep everything before them.

(2) When tested and tried by heresies, the Lord's people, and even many
who are still in a state of nature, will show something of the noble spirit
of the Bereans for they will go to search the Scriptures. Those who
embrace a heretical view and who are bent on being makers of sects are
blind to everything, but this new opinion which they have embraced, and
will use all the means in their power to proselytize, with the same effect
as upon the proselytes of. the scribes and Pharisees. "Ye compass sea
and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him
two-fold more the child of hell than yourselves." When such work goes
on those who are approved cleave closer to the impregnable rock of Holy
Scripture, and thus they arc approved, first of God, and second, of their
own consciences. They have hearkened to His Word, their understanding
is informed, and their conscience approves of their action in refusing
to be moved by arguments which are' manifestly based on fallacies.

(3) 'l'hrough enduring these trials which come upon them as the result
of heresies being brollJght in they become manifest. Many of these led
a very retired life. Nothing would prevail with them to bring them out
into the open, while some of them were secretly maligned as' hypocrites
by some who made a great noise about their own religion, but who in the
day of trial were carried away with the flood. But now, in the day of
trial, the hearts of these private individuals are seen to be in the right
place, and men learn to look up to them as men of integrity, for they
are found faithful in the station allotted to them in the Church, meekly
and quietly enduring much contempt, a.nd even persecution, because they
have chosen to follow the Word of God rather than the opinions of men.

(4) They are made manifest in the way they are looked up to in the
worla, for" When a man's ways please the Lord, he maketh even his enemies
to be at peace with him" (Prov. xvi. 7). In the parable of the nobleman
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who gave his servants ten pounds (Luke xix.), we read that when he came
back and called them to give an account, he said to one: "Well, thou
good and faithful servant: because thou hast been faithful in a very little,
have thou authority over ten cities," and to an.other he said: "Be thou also
over :five cities." 'l'his teaches us that those who are faithful in whatever
station they are placed are looked up to and their conduct carries weight
with it, for they are living epistles known and read of all men.

If we are to walk worthy of our profession, let us not imagine that we
will go through this world without enduring trials. According to our text
those who are approved are to be made manifest by being tested by heresies,
therefore, we must seek grace in order to be kept l"ight as long as we are
in this world. Often in one's lifetime one sees others carried away, and
some of these were looked up to for a while as faithful men, so that it
is a seasonable advice to us: "Let him that thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall,"aud let us humbly depend upon the grace of God to
enable us to persevere unto the end, seeking to put all the glory on Him,
as we find in. the beautiful doxology of Jude: "Now unto him that is
able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour,
be glory and majesty, dominion and power, bo{h now and ever, Amen."

Our duty is clear, and that is, to obey the injunction of the Lord
Himself, "Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown."
We are certainly living in the perilous times of which we are warned in
n. Timothy iii., but from those who are described there we are exhorted
to turn away. In like. manner we must hold aloof from all who would
be the means of breaking up the Church of God, in order to give prominence
to some pet obsession of their own, for in the recent troubfes through
which we have passed, I cannot give any other name to the cause of
them but obsession, and that of one man. It is futile for him to say
that the Synod has brought in something new, for it has been proved
beyond the shadow of a doubt that the view of our Church all ,along was
that no Protest was to be allowed against a decision of the Supreme Court,
and that this was the view of the Church of Scotland in its best days.
To hold and propagate the opposite view in the Church is to endeavour
to undermine the stand which. the Church made in 1893, and to make it
appear that there is no difference between the Protest of· the Rev. Donald
MacFarlane against the action of the General Assembly in adopting the
Declaratory Act, and the Dissent of some of the qonstitutionalists who
remained under it. In other words, there was a subtle attack made OD:

the Free Presbyterian Church from within, Which, if it had succeeded,
would have left us no ground for remaining separl\te from the present
Free Church, yea, would have proved the contention of the Free Church
that we WCl'e schismatics from the beginning. Let none of you be carried
away with such matters.

The weaker thy faith, which lies mixed with a world of strong corruptions,
the more will Christ be affected with thy case, and pity that grace of His
own which suffers under them; for to this end His heart was stored with
compassion to be exercised oil such occasions.-Chamock.
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The late M,aJcolm Macinnes, Deacon, Bracadale, Skye.
THIS worthy man was born in Glendale, Skye, in ,september 3rd, 18u3.
In .1899, he married Anne Bethune, a daughter of the late godly Farquhar
Bethune, whose obituary notice appeared in the Free PresblYteria,n Magazine
about the year 1901. During the Pirst World War, Malcolm Macinnes
served over three years in the Navy, and on his return in 1918 the family
removed from Glendale to Balmeanach, Bracadale.

In 1933 he publicly professed the Redeemer for the first time at Glendale
Communion and in 1935 he was ordained a deacon in the Pree PresbyteriaH
congregation of Bracadale.

His health, which had been indifferent for ,some time previously, was
further undermined by the death of his esteemed wife in 1943, and on 13th
December, 1946, he was suddenly called away to enter into the joy
of his Lord. We are told that on the day of his death he felt better than
usual, but on entering the house he suddenly dropped dead.

With regard to his conversion, we are unable to say when the great
change came, but there was no doubt of its having taken place. " By their
fruits ye shall know them." He was of a meek and lowly spirit, evidently
mourning over an evil heart; most melting and broken in his prayers, yet
looking to Him who is Hie Resurrection and the Life. Cluist was his one
and only hope. To him we believe sudden death was sudden glory.
"Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, for the end of that man
is peace."

We miss his presence keenly and we extend our deepest sympathy to
his family who mourn his loss. May their father's God be their God.-M.M..

Notes and Comments.
Bold Move by the R.G. Au,thorities in Scotland.-While the Magazine

is going to press, a lively controversy is proceeding through the Roman
Catholic authorities in purchasing the Grand Hotel, St. Andrews, as a
training college for R.C. teachers. A largely-attended protest meeting'
has been lIPId and a petition presented 'to the Town Council to stop
proceedings. Our space will not permit us to say more at present, but we
hope to publish an article on the subj"ect in our next issue (D.V.).

Church Notes.
'Commumions.-April-1st Sabbath, Portnalong, Achmore and Stoer; 2nd

Sabbath, Fort-WilIiam; 3rd Sabbath, Greenock; 4th Sabbath, Glasgow and
Wick. May-1st Sabbath, Kames and Oban; 2nd Sabbath, Dumbarton;
3rd Sabbath, Edinburgh and Broadford.

Sowth African Mission.-The following are the dates of the Com­
munions :-Last Sabbath of March, June, September and December.

Illness of the General Treasu,rer, Mr. John Grant.-Many of our readers
may have heard that Mr. Grant has been in the hands of the surgeon.
The latest reports which have reached us are of a favourable nature. We
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al'e sure we al'e expressing the feelings of our readers in extending our
sympathy to him. Mr. Grant may be assured of the prayers oithe Lord's
people in our midst. We wisll him a speedy recovery and restoration to
his work which is conducted with such efficiency. During his illness, his.
brothel', Rev. William Grant, is carrying on the work.

Held. Over.-Owing to pressure of space, a number of articles have been
held over.
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