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they separated from docti"ines and practices contrary to the Word of God
in order to maintain pure and inviolate the testimony and the law which
He places in Israel, that the generations to 'come might know them and
set their trust in God. Among the honourable women who followed Christ
in His down-trode Cause at that time was "Mairead Donn "-the widowed
mother of Donald Thomson. A joint obituary' of this worthy woman who
for nearly four score years professed Christ publicly in the world, and of
here like-minded friend, "Mairead lain Alasdair," appeared in the Free
PreibyteTwn Magazine a few years ago under the title, "The Two
Margarets."

When Andrew Finlayson, who succeeded Malcolm Ma<!Leod as missionary
in Ness, died at the comparatively early age of 52 in January, 1935,
the burden of the congregation fell on the shoulders of Donald Thomson
and his brother elder, Jolm Morrison, the son of a worthy father who
stood in the day of trial. John was an Israelite indeed in whom there
was no guile. With a life becoming the gospel of Christ and in faithfulness
to the testimony raised, he adorned his profession until his lamented death
in May, 1937, at the age of 61. From 1937 until his death, the congrega·
tion of Ness was favoured to have Donald Thomson to feed them as David
did his people according to the integri~y of his heart and to guide them
according to the skilfulness of his hands. Last summer the congregatioD.
in appreciation of his long and faithful services made him a handsome
presentation.

In his walk and conversation, Donald Thomson exemplified an outlook
and cast of character that is fast disappearing from our midst. There
was in his bearing a solemn dignity that attracted attention. His kindliness
of manner, his affection and hospitality endeared him to all who became
acquainted with him. These qualities, natural to him, were adorned and
enriched by grace. But it was in the public services of the sanctuary
that the alabaster box of a life lived in the secret place of Him that is
Most High was broken and the sweet fl'agrance of the aloes, the myrrh
and the cassie of a humble and contrite spirit flowed forth. The noted
John Brown of Haddington, who as a shepherd lad in his young days,
walked miles on Sabbaths over the hills to hear the Rev. Ralph Erskine,
used to say concerning the sermons he heard from his devoted pastor:
"There we were brollght face to face ;with the God of Israel." That was
the impression given when Donald 'l'homson rose to pray. His approaches
to the Most High were marked by a reverence that at times produced an
awe upon the congregation that could be' felt. He began in low, broken
accents s'avouring of a deep sense of unworthiness and invariably quoted
the words Qf the father of the faithful: "Behold now I' have taken upon
myself to speak unto the Lord which am but dust and ashes." As he
proceeded, and as access was vouchsafed, the pitch of the voice was
raised and with a holy boldness he 'poured forth his soul in confession
and adoration. Who can forget with what solemnity he used to quote
when praying for the careless and the indifferent: "Who among us shall
dwell with the devouring fire ~ who among us shall dwell with everlasting
burnings~" or his fervent pleading for an outpouring of the Holy SpiriU He
seldom prayed without quoting the passage through which the Lord granted
him gospel deliverance in the day of his distress. "He that spared not
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things ~" Donald Thomson was pre-eminently a
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man of prayer. The late Captain K. K. MacLeod once remarked to the
late John Stewart, Lochcarron that he was meeting no one in whom he
thought he was seeing the image of Christ reflected so beautifully as in
Donald Thomson. His face shone, but he wist it not.

He was not a stranger to the temptations of Satan. He knew what
it was to be assailed by Apollyon in the Valley of Humiliation. During
his last illness he told how Satan appeared to him in bodily form and
standing by his bedside said, with a sneer on his face, "Depart from me,
ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels."
"That is true," replied Donald, "but it is also written, ~ Come ye blessed
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world,'" and with that the adversary fled. •

The waves of trial and conflict which in recent years beat upon our
Chur~, and which are now spending themselves on a barren shore in
failure and frustration, found Donald Thomson steadfast, u=oveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord. These roots of bitter:q.ess
with their disruptive fruits he firmly believed and maintained were of
the planting of Satan. He was through the grace given him faithful
in his day and generation. He has now entered, we believe, into the joy
of His Lord whom he loved and served on earth. He fought a good
fight. He kept the faith, and although dead he yet speaketh. His, life
and testimony live on in the memory of those he left behind, and his often
quoted parting salutation: "Bi thusa firinneach gu bas, agus bheir mise
dhiut crun ne beathe" (" Be thou faithful unto death and I will give
thee a crown of life ").

To his widow and family at home and abroad deep sympathy is extended
in the loss of a loving husband and father. May it be given to them
and to us to give eaJl while it is still called to-day to the word of exhorta­
tion: "And thou, Solomon, my son, know thou 'the God of thy father,
and serve Him with a perfect heart, and with a willIng mind; for the
Lord searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the
thoughts: if thou seek Him, He will be found of thee; but if thou forsake
Him, He will cast thee off for ever."-W. M.

Church Notes.
Communions.-Jamba~y-Last Sabbath, Inverness. Febl'uary-1st

Sabbath, Dingwall; 3rd Sabbath, Stornoway; 4th Sabbath, Bayhead,
North Uist. March-1st Sabbath, Ullapool; 2nd Sabbath, Portree and
Ness; 3rd Sabbath, Finsbay; 4th Sabbath, Kinlochbervie and North Tolsta.

South African Mission.-The following are the dates of the Communions­
Last Sabbath of March, June, September and December.

Note.-Notice of any additions to, or alterations of, the above datEll!
should be sent to the Editor.

N otioe re Church Buildings.-Congregations intending to proceed with
Church building before June, 1949, should send their applications stating
.the estimated cost of the work to Rev. D. J. Matheson, 5 Park Quadrant,
Glasgow. Applications must be made before 20th February, 1948.
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London F.P. Communion BerlJioes.-The Free Presbyterian Church of
Scotland,London Congregation, Eccleston Hall, Eccleston Street, Bucking­
ham Palace Road, London, S.W.1: In connection with the dispensation of
the Lord's Supper on Sahbath, the 28th March, the following servicer;
have been arranged (D.V.) to be conducted by the Rev. Angus F. Mackay,
M.A., Inverness, and the Rev. D. J. Macaskill, M.A., Finsbay, Harris:­
Thursday, 25th March, 7 p.m.; Friday, 26th March,3.30 p.m. (Gaelic),
7 p.m. (Fellowsllip Meeting); Saturday, 27th March, 3.30 p.m. and 6.30
p.m.; Sabbath, 28th March, 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic), and 7 p.m.; Monday,
29th March, 3.30 p.m. (Gaelic), and 7 p.m. '

Sel'vice~ are held every Sabbath at 11 a.m., 3.45 p.m. (Gaelic), and
7' p.m. 'Weekly Prayer·meeting, Wednesday, 7 p.m.

Acknowledgement of Donations.
Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, acknowledges with grateful

thanks the following donations:-

Su-sten,tation Fund.-Miss C. R., Ridgeburn, Scone, Perth, £3; A Friend,
Glasgow postmark (1947), £1 10/-; A Friend, Glasgow postmark (1948),
£1; A. McK., Drumbeg, Lairg, £2; C. McD., c/o Mrs. Gray, Bridgend,
Invermoriston, £1; Anon., Strontian, £1; Mr. S. C., Tighfurist, Glencoe,
£1; A Friend, Applecross, £1; Mr. R. H. C., Maricon, Glencairn Street,
Stevenston, 15/-; A. M., a/a Beauly Congregation, £3; Miss N. C., The
Tower, Wilmslow, Cheshire, £1; Miss M. McK., T. D. Hospital, Paisley,
£1; Mrs. M. F., Woodside Cottage, Slamannan, 8/-; Mrs. A. R, 13 Selkirk
Street, Hamilton, 14/-; Mr. J. G., Hanwell, London, W.7, £1.

Home Mission Fund.-Miss E. R., Backies, Golspie, 15/6; Miss C. MeD.,
c/o Mrs. Gray, Bridgend, Invermoriston, 10/-; Mr. A. V. D.) 8 Knoekbreek
Street, Tain, 6/6; A Friend, Appleeross, £1; Mr. J. G., Hanwell,
London, 5/-.

College F'WIUI.-" Interested," Glasgow, 5/-; Mr. J. G.) Halwell,
London, 4/-.

China M'issi<m Fu-nd.-Wellwisher, Skye, 10/-; "Interested," Glasgow, 5/-.

Synod Prooeedings Fwnd.-"'Interested," Glasgow, 5/-.

O'l"ganisation Fund.-Mr. N. McK., The Bungalow, Geocrab, Harris, £2;
Mr. J. G., Hamvell, London, W.7, 5/-.

Legaoy Fjmd.-Received with grateful thanks from the Executors of
the late Mr. C. Gillies, Lochgilphead, the sum of £200, less Duty, bequeathed
to the Free P~esbyterian Church of Scotland.

JeUJi.sh and Foreign Missions.-Two Friends of the Cause, Stomoway,
per Rev. D. Campbell, £20; A Wellwisher, per Rev. J. A. Macdonald, £5 i
Portree Sabbath School, o/a South African Mission, per Rev. D. M,
Macdonald, £10; E;ltornoway ,sabbath School, Collection o/a South African
Mission, per VV. D. Nicholson, Supt., £8 8/9; Friend, Glendale, per Rev.
J. Colquhoun, £2; Plocldon Prayer Meetings, Collection a/a Bibles for
South Afi-ican Mission, per Mr. A. Gollan, £6 10/-; A Friend, Glasgow
postmark (1947), £2; A Friend, Glasgow postmark (1948), £2 10/-; A



Aoknowvedgment of DonaNons.
-=-------------

199

Friend, Applecross, £1; A Friend, Applecross, o/a Rev. J. S. Fraser, £1;
Mr. and Mrs. N. G., 15 Elgol, Skye, £1; Miss M. M., Nurses' Home, 9-11
Salisbury Road, Edinburgh, 10/-; Mr. S. C., Tighfurist, Glencoe, 10/-;
Mr. R. H. C., Glencairn Street, Stevenston, 9/-; Mr. D. J. G., Applecross,
8/-; Anon., Argyll, 5/-; Mr. K. C. McK., Glenviecaskill, Dunvegan, for
20 copies Confession of Faith as prizes for children of South African
Mission Schools, £2; A Free Presbyterian in Canada (half-yearly), £9 7/6;
Mr. J. McL., Kerracher, Drumbeg, Lairg, £1; Mrs. R. S., Little Urchany,
Cawdor, 15/6; Mr. N. McK., The Bungalow, Geocrab, Harris, £3; Mr.
J. McL., Breakish, per Rev. Jas. McLeod, £1; Tain Friends, per Rev.
J. Tallach, Raasay, £1 10/-; ]<'riend, Applecross, per Rev. J. Tallach,
Raasay, £1; Mr. J. G., Hanwell, London, W.7, 10/-; Anon. Wellwisher,
Perth postmark, £2 2/-.

PubUoation Fwnd.-Mr. R. G., 'foscaig, Applecross, 14/-.

Magazine Fund.-From the following Congregations :-Ness, £3; Strond,
£210/6; North Tolsta, £6; Greenock, £4 8/-; Beauly, £4; Raasay, £610/-;
London, £2; Helmsdale, £1; Halkirk, £3 10/-; Mr. K. MacLean, F.P.
Missionary, Breasclete, 5/6; Mrs. L. E. Matheson, Pontypridd, Glam., 6/6;
Mrs. H. Henderson, 163 Ailsa Craig, Ontario, 6/4; Mr. Rod. MacLennan,
Merchant, 113 Collam, Harris, 10/-; Mrs. M. Forgie, Woodside Cottage,
Slamannan, £1; Mrs. Munro, 9 Swanwick Avenue, Toronto, 4/-; Mrs. J.
McLeod, Schoolhouse, Elphin, Lairg, 6/6; Miss M. Macdonald, 1 Liekisto,
Harris, 2/6; Anon., Argyll, 3/-; Miss A. Morrison, Lewisville, Tarber't,
3/9; Mr. D. Maedonald, AI'icharnoch, Broadford, 3/9; Mr. R. Macdonald,
Seaside Cottage, Stockinish, 10/-; Nurse Dickie, R.N. Infirmary, Inverness,
£1; . Mrs. McLean, Teafrish, Beauly, 12/6.

F.P. Magazine-Free Distrib~vtion.-"Interested," Glasgow, 5/-; Mrs.
Hunter, Killen, Avoch, 4/-; Mrs. Mackintosh, 2 Pretoria Terrace, Inverness,
4/-; Miss C. M. Macdonald, West Terrace, Ullapool, 3/9; Miss C..
Mackenzie, Kittoch Park, Dumbreck, Glasgow, 5/6; Mr. M. Mackenzie,
Pulteney House, Wick, 7/10; Miss K. Nicolson, 11 Moorland, Breakish,
3/6; Mr. J3J8. Campbell, 93 Oaks Avenue, Worcester, 3/9; Mrs. B. MacRae,
Box 1, Velwood, Manitoba, Canada, £1; Mrs. J. MacLeod, School House
Elphin, 7/6; Miss M. Munro, Nurses' Home, 9-11 Salisbury Road, Edin·
burgh, 5/-; Friend, Applecross, 2/6; Mrs. McLennan, Milton, Applecross,
3/-; Mr. E. Morrison, Carrigrich, Tarbert, Harris, 7/6; H. A. M., 6/6;
Miss M. Stewart, Bushy Creek, Kyle, 14/-; Miss o. Ross, Ridgeburn, Scone,
Perth, 12/6.

The following lists have been sent in for publication:-

Bracadale Church Repairs Fund.-Mr. P. Beaton, Treasurer, acknowledges
with sincere thanks a donation of £1 from "Interested," Inverness, per
Rev. M. MacSween. "

St. Judo's, Glasgow.-The Treasurer desires to acknowledge receipt of
the following sums:-W. McL., £2; Anon., £1; W. MeK., £1; Mrs. L.,
Govan, £1; A. McL., Paisley, £1 10/-; Mrs. M., £3; A. C., £1; M. V. F.,
£2; Mrs. McK., Clydebank, 15/-; Mrs. W., Bearsden, £5; F. B., £1;
Mrs. MeA., North Street, £5; Mrs. Oonr:tell, £3; A. M., £1; J. McL., £6;
Mrs. MeK., Airdrie, £1; K. MeA., £1; Anon., £2; Miss A. MeL., £5; ,
J. D., £1.
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GlendaleOongregational Fllnds.-The 'rreasmer acknowledges with
sincere thanks the sum of £1 10/- from 'V. G., Dundee, per Rev. J. C.
Colquhoun.

South Harris Manse Bu.ikling F'lfnd.-Rev. D. J. MacAskill acknowledges
with grateful thanks a donation of £1 from Friend, Finsbay.

Inverness MClnse P~lrchase Fnnd.-Mr. W. Mackenzie, Treasurer, acknow­
ledges with sincere thanks a donation of £1 from Mr. R. G., Toscaig,
Applecross.

Lochlnver Congregation.-Rev. A. MacAskill thankfully acknowledges a
donation of £1, o/a Sustentation Fund, from A Friend, Edinburgh.

~Yes; Manse B~lilding Fwnd.-The Treasurer acknowledges with sincere
thanks the following donations: -Miss E. McD., 11 Cleveden Gardens, £2;
Miss J. M., Harbost, £1; North Tolsta Friend, 10/-; Mr. R. G., Toscaig,
Applecross, £1.

Northton Meeting Hou,se.-The Treasurer gratefully acknowledges the
following:- S. M., Kintulavig, £2 ; Mrs. McC., p.a., Northton, £3; Mrs.
R. McK., Northton, £3; Friend, Tarbert, 10/-; A Friend, Tomatin, £2,
per Mr. J. Grant.

North l'olsta Manse B~vilding F~vnd.-Mr. J. Nicolson, Treasurer, acknow­
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations :-A Lewis Friend in
Glasgow, £2; Psalm lxix. 35, £1; Mr. R. G., Applecross, per Mr. J.
Grant, £1. '

Ra,asaJy Manse Bu,ilding Fund.-Mr. E. MacRae, Treasurer, acknowledges
with grateful thanks the following donations :-Friend, Glendale, £1;
Friend, Raasay, £2; Miss C., Edinburgh, per Miss M. A. T., £1; Collecting
Card, Glasgow, per T. MeR., £5; also from Friend, Raasay, o/a Foreign
Missions, £2, and £1 5/-, o/a Sustentation Fund.

Scou1'ie Mission H&lfSe Fund.-Mr. K. Morrison thankfully acknowledges
a donation of £1 from A Friend of the Cause, per Mr. D. Campbell.

Vatten Church Extension Futnd.-Mr. J. Mackay, Treasurer, acknowledges
with"sincere thanks a donation of £1 10/- from W. G., Dundee, per Rev.
.T. Colquhoun.

Waternish C{mgregation.-Mr. Alex. Campbell, Treasurer, thankfully
acknowledges a donation from A Wellwisher, o/a Sustentation Fund.

South Afrioan Mission Clothing Fwnd-~orthern Bection.-Miss C. M.,
,Edinburgh, £1; Anon., Invernes's, £3; A Friend of the Cavse, 10/-; A
Friend of the Mission, 10/-; Mrs. M., In"erness, £1; Mr. D. M., Inverness,
£1; A Friend, Shieldaig, £1; "Z," £1 2/-; Dingwall Congregation, £15;
Mr. R. G., Applecross, £1; Miss B., Inverness, 10/-; Mrs. MacD., Inverness,
10/-; Strond and Rodel Congregations, £7 18/-; Finsbay Con;gregation,
£11 4/-; Quidinish Congregation, £7 11/-; Geocrab and Manish Congrega­
tions, £11 7/-; Mr. G., Inverness, £1; Anon.,.Inverness, £1; Anon., Inverness,
£5; Mrs. MacL., Waterloo Place, Inverness, 10/-; Nurse Macr., Inverness,
£2; Miss .T. T., Raasay, £3; Mrs. H., Killen, £1; Anon., Inverness, 10/-;
Three Friends, 15/-; Mrs. M. MacR., Raasay, 10/-; Anon., Inverness, 10/-;
Anon., Inverness, £1.

H. S. McGillivray, Kirn, acknowledges £2 5/- from L.M.S. Railway Co.
for Box damaged at London for Africa; School Rulers at cost price, M.
McGillivray, £1 5/-; posting Exercises to Africa, 16/-; posting Rulers
to Africa, 2/3.


