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The late Miss Charlotte Mackay, Strathy.

A WIDE circle of friends, including some overseas, heard of the death of
Miss Charlotte Mackay, Thurso, with a feeling of loss to themselves and
the cause of Christ. At the age of 84 years, she passed away on the
17th of August, 1946. She was a native of Strathy, Sutherlandshire, and
the last surviving member of a family in which the Lord Jesus Christ
was extolled. Tn this they had the example of their parents, and
particularly enjoyed the instruction of a pious and wise mother,

Early in life, Miss Mackay (familiarly known as Charlotte) was led te
seek the Lord. We heard her in her latter years say: “ At the age of
twenty-one I went to Halkirk Communion Services with full purpose and
desire to find the Lord, and if I be not mistaken He took possession of
my heart at that season. The chapter I read before going was Ruth i,
especially verses 16 and 17: ¢ Entreat me not to leave thee, or to return
from following after thee: for whither thou goest, T will go: and where
thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God
my God . . . were empressed upon my mind and this was the chapter
read and the portion given out by the preacher. It was thenceforth evident
that she had her feet upon the Rock as she grew in grace and in the
knowledge of the Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

At this period of her life, the godly Rev. Christopher Munro, minister
of Strathy, took a gracious and tender interest in her spiritual welfare,
and she deemed it an honour to be present at the death-bed of this faithful
servant of Christ. She was a person of simple faith and mountains that
appeared in her path were often removed. Many instances of this might
be given. On one occasion her little home and adjoining house in Thurso
were sold and instructions to vacate were received.  Her neighbour
removed but she calmly carried on, preparing for the coming of friends
to the approaching Communion season. Anxiety was felt by others and
surprise at her attitude, but she was in communication with her Lord
about it at the Throne of grace and confidently waited the result. 'lhen
word came that the sale was cancelled. She was not surprised and asked
for the additional use of the vacated house next door to accommodate
her brothers and sisters in Christ during the solemn assembly. This she
got and had both places full to capacity. The house remained hers until
she was removed to the house not made with hands, external in the
heavens.

Her labours for the good of all with whom she ecame in contact were
abundant, while she had a wide correspondence with kindred minds and
distributed much evangelical literature calculated to prove very edifving
to the recipients. 1In her younger days she was for a time on Island Roan
and her interest in the young and their spiritual welfare continued to
the end. Rev. D. Beaton, Oban writes: “ When I was out in New South
Wales, Australia, I met some of her old scholars from ¢Eilean Roan,’
and the keen interest they manifested by the questions they put concerning
the teacher of their early days, after a lapse of about fifty years, showed
how strong was the tie that bound them to Miss Mackay., Those who
knew her would understand how this could be. The tractless ocean that
separated teacher and taught did not sever the tie formed long avo in
the North of Scotland.”

To temptations and tribulations she was not a stranger. The contendings
of our Church in past years for truth were, owing to circumstances,
peculiarly testing to her loyalty. In this she was sustained and often
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gratefully acknowledged the Lord’s hand in preserving her. A few months
after the separation of 1893 she attended a Communion gathering at Olrig,
Caithness, and referred to it thus: “ What I heard came so far short of
what the times required that I became a Free Presbyterian by conviction
that day.” Later she visited the late Rev. Mr. Munro, of Alness, whose
ministry she had much appreciated. She discussed with him the “ Declara-
tory Act” (then passed). As he failed to separate from it she told
him she could not follow him any longer and did not attend his meeting
that night. Mr. Munro no doubt felt the rebuke but continued to show
her Christian kindness,

Her association with outstanding godly men and women in bygone years
remained with her a sweetly fragrant memory and her conversation often
recalled their experiences and doings. From letters received by her in
the closing years of her life the following extracts show her exercise of
mind :—“TI feel I never had more need to be prayed for, I so lack
wisdom.” “I come far short, but do I mourn for sin as I ought ?”
Mr. Popham said: “If you complain of threatened death and do not mourn
for it, you bring death on the one you speak to.”” “ Tell enquiring friends
that the Lord dealeth exceedingly gently and kindly with me.” “Pray
that grace be given to enable me to say (Ps. xvi.,, verse 8):—

¢ Before me still the Lord I set
Since it so that he
Doth ever stand at my right hand
T shall not moved he.””

Unable to be with us at a Thanksgiving Service, she wrote: “I would
fain be with you but I got my day and should be far from murmuring.
He is not a wilderness to me. His Word is becoming more and more
precious to me. This morning I awoke early with the truth (Joshua
v., verses 13-14): ¢ Art thou for us, or for our adversaries ¢’ I wonder
if it has to do with us as a Church.”” May He who is the Counsellor be
with the members of Synod. I heard the late Rev. Neil Cameron speak
from Psalm Ixxx. He spoke chiefly of the vine. One remark he made
was, ‘If you are this day in Scotland who are not grieved because of the
devourer you are mnot worthy of the name of Christian’” “I
believe,” she added, “ There are those in the F.P. Church of whom Zech.
iii. verse 18, is true: ‘I will gather them that are sorrowful for the solemn
asgembly, who are of thee, to whom the reproach of it was a burden.’”

Although Thurso was her home for many years, she was deeply attached
to Strathy, her native place, where her dust was laid, with that of saintly
relatives, to await the morn of her resurrection. During her brief illness
she was tenderly nursed by Mrs. M. Mackay, her sister-in-law, and others.
To them, and all relatives, we extend sympathy in their loss, which was
to her great gain-—W. G.

The late Mr. Jas. Innes, Helmsdale.

Our Helmsdale congregation suffered a felt loss, when death removed from
their midst on 14th October, 1946, at the advanced age of 83, Mr. Jas.
Innes, a much respected elder. He had already reached the allotted span,
when, in 1934, he first made a public profession of his hope and confidence
being placed in Christ alone. That a conflict began in his soul a consider-
able time prior to that could not be said. He was more ready to hear
than he heard, and was of a gentle, unassuming disposition. In 1940 he
was elected and ordained to the office of elder. He was gifted as a
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precentor and was given the spirit of prayer. His occupation was that
of the early Galilean followers of the Saviour, a fisherman. .

Several years ago he was bereaved of his partner in life, whose whole-
hearted attachment to the distinetive testimony of our Church he shared
and in this acted characteristically of those who in earlier days in Helmsdale
formed one of the first F.P. Congregations in Scotland.

~ His efforts in old age and failing health to be regularly in the House
of God was an encouragement to others, and rebuke to many. He did not
despise the day of small things, but mourned the deplorable attitude of
the present generation to the claims of God. A day before he passed
away, he spoke feelingly on this matter to the writer, with special mention
of Helmsdale and neighbouring places. He added with regard to his own
soul in prospect of eternity, “I am nothing but Christ is all my life.”

He left two daughters and three sons, bereaved of a praying father,
also grandchildren to whom he was devoted. May his pleadings in the
past on their behalf be yet answered, to their souls’ salvation, and seen
in a loyal discerning adherence to the cause of Christ in these days of
sad apostacy.

We sympathetically remember each of them at home and in Canada in

Sidizr dous; “Instead of those thy fathers dear,
The children thou mayst take,
"And in all places of the earth,
Them noble princes make.” —W.G.

Notes and Comments.

“ Saint ¥ Mussolini’s Portrait Unveiled in Montreal R.C. Church.—An
amusing story that reflects the intrigues of the papal court in Rome was
recently told in a Montreal newspaper. It has to do with a full-length
portrait of Mussolini that was painted on the wall of a Romanist church
in Montreal at the time when Mussolini was acclaimed by his collaborator,
the so-called “ Holy Father,” as the man of destiny, ete. Later, when
Mussolini was at war with Britain, it was considered expedient to cover
up—not to paint out—the portrait of this human * jackal ” on the church
wall over the altar. Now that peace has come again, the Montreal priests
have uncovered the painting of this man of blood, a silent witness to the
evil choice and wicked associations of their master, the pope. Who will
be the next dictator to make a pact with the Vatican and to take his place
above the altars of Romanist churches 2”7 From “ The Gospel Witness,”
Toronto, November 6th, 1947. We may comment on the above that surely
Rome is running short of saints when Mussolini is classed as one who seems
on the way to Rome’s saintship.

Are the Jews to be restored to their own land 3—We call the attention
of our readers to the article in this issue from the great Princeton theologian
—Dr. Charles Hodge. May we not trace a good deal of the trouble in
Palestine to the misinterpretation of certain O.T. prophecies by the
Zionists and many others who follow the Brethren interpretation of these
prophecies. Dr. Allis, of Westminster Thelogical Seminary, in his recent
volume—Prophecy and the Church—has shown conclusively that these
prophecies are to be interpreted spiritually and not literally. This is the
line followed by Dr. Hodge and Principal Fairbairn in his Tlypology of
Christ—one of the soundest and sanest works on typology—=Editor.
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Church Notes.
Communions.—dJ anuary—DLast  Sabbath, Inverness. Hebruary—First
Sabbath, Dingwall. :
South Africon Mission.—The following are the dates ot the Communions—
Last Sabbath of March, June, September and December.

Note.—Notice of any additions to, or alterations of, the above dates
should be sent to the Editor.

South African Mission.—Miss Nicolson has notified the Convener of the
Foreign Missions Committee that she has decided to return to the Ingwenya
Behool in May, 1948,

Acknowledgment of Donations.

Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, acknowledges with grateful
thanks the following donations:—

Sustentation Fund.—Mrs. N, C. McK., Grosse, Mich.,, £2 10/-; Mr. W.
M. 8., Clatequoy, Thurso, 14/-; Mr. D. MeD., Aricharnoch, Skye, 6/6;
Mx. A. MeK., Letters, o/a Lochbroom Congregation, per Rev. D. N. McLeod,
£1 10/-; A Friend, Glasgow postmark, £1; Mr. J. F. Carnoch Farm,
Ardgour, £2; Anonymous, o/a Lochbroom, per Rev. D. K. MecLeod, £10;
Anon., Dingwall Postmark, £2; Mrs. MeD., Glenleanamuidhe, Glencoe, £1.

Orgamsation Fund.—Mrs. N. C. McK., Grosse, Mich.,, £1 3/6.

Dominions and Colonial Missions Fund.—Mrs. C. F. Gibson, Salvador,
Sask., £4 19/-.

Home Mission Fund.—Anon., Dingwall postmark, £2; Mrs. McT., Chesley,
‘Ontario, 10/-; Mr. L. R., Badcall, Scourie, 14/-; Mr. J. McL., 1 Balmeanach,”
Raasay, 3/9; Well-wisher, Applecross, £5; Mrs. MeD., Glencoe, 15/6.

Magazine Fund.—Staffin Congregation, per Mr. A. Mackay, £4; Oban
Congregation, per Mr. J. Martin, £1; “ F'riend of the Cause,” Assynt, per
Rev. D. Beaton, £5; Miss McTaggart, Chesley, Ontario, 4/9; Mr. D.
Mackay, Riverside House, Geocrab, 6/6; Mrs. Milne, Birnam, Dunkeld, 4/-;
Miss K. MacAskill, School House, Torrin, Skye, 2/6; Miss M. V. Fraser,
Broomhill Home, Kirkintilloch, 14/-; Miss Rankin, 17 Harrowden Road,
Inverness, 6/6; Mrs. Connell, 10 Dumbarton Road, Stirling, 5/6; Mrs.
Young, Druid House, IKames, 3/9; Mr. J. Fraser, Carnoch Farm, Ardgour,
5/6; Mrs. A. Meclnues, 4 Martin Crescent, Portree, 15/6; Mr. A. McLeod,
Crona View, Clashnessie, 5/6.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.—Mrs. N. C. McK., Grosse, Mich., £2 10/-;
A Friend, Glasgow postmark, £2 10/-; Anon.—* To further the Cause of
Christ ”—Shieldaig postmark, £2; Mr. A. MeD., 4 Swordale, Knock, £2;
Mr. A. McK., Letters, o/a Lochbroom Congregation, per Rev. D. N,
McLeod, £1; Mr. F. MeD., Inchirel, Kinlochewe, £1 1/-; “Maga,” o/a
Mission Schools, per Miss E. Campbell, £1 15/-; Miss M. N., Portree House
Oottage, Portree, 14/-; Anonymous, Dingwall postmark, £1; Mr. D. M,
712 Main Street, Saskatoon, Canada, £3; Wellwisher, Applecross, £5;
Mr. M. McL., Inverpolly, Achiltihuie, 5/-; Miss C. MeG., Craiglea, Oban,
3 dozen Shorter Catechisms for Shangani Mission.

Synod Proceedings Fund.—Dingwall Congregation, per Mr. 8. Fraser, £1.

Publication Fund.—Mr. D. Lewis, Carlton, per Rev. W. Grant, £1.
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The following lists have been sent in for publication:——

Stratherrick Section—Manse Building Fund.-—Mr. J. Fraser, Migovie,
acknowledges with sincere thanks a donation of £1 from Friend, Stratherrick.

Greenock Congregational Funds—Mr. R. MacLeod, Treasurer, thankfully
acknowledges the following :—From Mr. Murdoch, Gourock, £5 o/a Sustenta-
tion Fund and £1 o/a Magazine Fund, per Rev. Jas. McLeod; from Assynt
Friend, £5 o/a South African Mission, per Rev. Jas. McLeod.

Fort William Mission House Repairs Fund.—Mr. A. Colquhoun, “ Glenan,”
Treasurer, acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations:—
A Friend, Ayrshire, £1; A Friend, Glenelg, 10/-; A Friend, Fort William,
£1; A Friend, Glendale, £1; A Friend, Beith, £1 1/-; Two Friends, Glasgow,
10/- each.

Lochearron Manse Building Fund.——The Treasurer gratefully acknow-
ledges : — Collecting Cards from Kishorn, £8 15/-; Ardineaskan, £37 11/6;
Jeantown, £17; Slumbay, £17 0/6; Coulags, £2 12/6; G. D., Glasgow,
£1 10/-; Miss C.,, Lochearron, 10/-; Mr. R. McK., Inverness, £3; Mr, and
Mrs. W. McK.,, Inverness, £1 1/-.

Ness Manse Building Fund.—Mr. Donald Thomson, 2 Skigersta, acknow-
ledges with grateful thanks the following donations:—Friend, Inverness
postmark, £2; Numbers xxxv. 2, £1.

Oban Congregational Fumds—Mr. J, C. Martin, “Gylen,” thankfully
acknowledges the following:— Wellwishers in New Zealand, per Rev. D.
Beaton, £5; Miss MacC., Ballachulish, £5 for Congregational Funds; M.
McL., Kilchoan, Kilmelfort, £1,,0/a Sustentation Fund.

Scourie Mission House Fumd.—Mr., K. Morrison, Treasurer, acknowledges
with sincere thanks a donation of 10/- from J. C. C. per Mr. D. Campbell.

Uig Church Building Fund.—Mr. D. Matheson, Treasurer, thankfully
acknowledges the following donations:— A London Friend, £2; A Friend,
£1; A. McR., Carishader, £1; A Friend, £3.

8t. Jude’s South African Clothing Fund.—The Treasurer acknowledges
with grateful thanks the following donations:— Friend, Kames, 10/-;
Miss H. M. H., Bridge of Allan, £1; Friend, Glasgow, £1; Mrs. C,
Stirling, £1%; Mrs. Macgillivray, Kirn, £2 5/-, for freight of goods to
South African Mission; from Mr., Grant, of the Grant Educational Co.,
2 grosy of Exercise Books.

South African Mission Clothing Fund—Northern Section.—Mrs. Mackay,
F.P. Manse, Inverness, thankfully acknowledges the following:—From
Mrs. Matheson, St. Jude’s Glasgow, £5 16/3, balance on hand 0/a Clothing
Fund; Lochinver Collecting Card, by Misses K. & D. Graham, per Rev. A.
Macaskill, £23 4/-; Mrs. G., Stornoway, “ In loving memory,” £2; J. M.
K., Inverness, 10/-; Miss McG., Oban, £1; Friend, Edinburgh, 10/-; Mr.
J. F., Migovie, £1; Miss G. Edinburgh, £1, per Miss E. Campbell; Friend,
Inverness, 10/-, per Mr. F. Beaton: Mrs. G. 8., Greenhill, Mid-Clyth, £1,
per Rev. R. R. Sipelair; Mr. M. C., South Erradale, Gairloch, £1; Friends,
Portree, Psalm xxxiv., 10, £1; Mrs. McM., and Misses B. & N. D., 42 Loch-
nell Street, Lochgilphead, £1 10/-; Miss C. M. 8., Halkirk, parcel of
Clothing; Mr. . MeD., Aricharnoch, Skye, 3/6.



