






























Letter [mJn M1', .John, Livin.qstone to a F1'ienil. 35

that very favour a leaping on stone for my pride to ride on horse-back that
went afoot before, And, I pray you, labour to be rich in the royal .grace
of believing, Ah, how justly may Christ upbraid his passengers of this
generation, ° ye of little faith' And although possibly yo he not much
sensible of pinching want here, and have not met with much brangling,
yet gather and lay up much, for ye know not how soon the time of
famine may cO.me, that will eat out the remeJll brance of your plenty, an(l
tempt you to say that ye but dreamed it, '1'he fresh water marinor i.
stout enough in fair weather, 0, to believe in the dark and stormy mid­
night, that the sun will comfortably rise to·morrow. 0, to win to trust
in Him, when His hand thrusts me and my comforts through the heart!
They that know thee will put their trust in thee. How seasonable is that
petition, now, Lord inCl'ease our faith f

And when the soul wins to the lively exercise of believing, 0, but then
there will be much lovin.g. She loved much, because she believed much
was forgiven her. When the believer wins to any clear discovery of the
beloved, he needs neither promises to allure, nor maranathas to curse him
in to the love of Christ. When the little bit of brittle glass is laid open
and looketh directly to the sun: "'Ve all with open face beholding as in
a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed unto the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord." When faith fmdeth
Christ, and getteth leave to embrace him, then meek love hath strong
arms to hold him, and thinks not strange to wrestle him home to his
mother's house. And then when faith and love acts the soul, I do assure
you it is like new wine working' on the mother, that must have a vent of
praises, ·01' else be ready to burst at the broad side. Alas I for that capital
crime of the Lord's people-barrenness in praises. 0, how fully I am
persuaded, that a line of praises is worth a leaf of prayer, and an hour
of praises is wOTth a day of fasting and mourning I Yet there is room
enough for both. But o! what a (massie) piece of glory on earth is it
to have praises looking as it were out at the eyes, praises written on the
forehead; to have the very breath smelling of praises, to have praises
written on the palmS of their hands.. and the impTession of praises on
every footstep of the walk-although this be that day (if ever) wherein
the Lord calleth to mourning and fasting 1 And ah, alas I there be an
answer written upon every room of chambering and wantonness, upon the
doors ,of taverns, hostlier houses, and market crosses. They arose up to
play. Sore carriages after the play. Yet I say, 0, how sweet and suitable
is it to tune up the heart with the IOIst Psalm-I will sing of mercy and
of judgment I The most heavenly Christian is most in praises. And bless
the Lord, I beseech you, who hath fitted you and y'om worthy friends about
you, in any measure, to testify your praises in the practise of charity. 0,
what a rich flavour is it to be admitted and made capable to refresh the
hungry bowels, and clothe the naked loins of your precious Redeemer!
Dear friend, you know some when they crossed Jordan, had no more but
their staff to speak of, and are now blessed with a large portion of
Jacob's inheritance, either in penny or pennyworth. 0, there is nothing
BO sure to you, I can assure you, of all your enjoyments, as the bread
that is cast on the waters 1 0, how (sickerly) is that laid up from the
reach of the roughest hands! and 0, what a rich income bringeth it in the
end of the day I

(To be continued.)
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The Kin.gdom of Heaven Taken by Force.
By the Rev. Prof. .TOSEPH ADDISON ALEXANDER, D.D.

IN 3, SeI'JUon on the text, Matthew xi. 12: _it From the days of John the
Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent
taken it by force," the saintly, intellectually brilliant, scholarly, and
cultured Rev. Prof. Joseph Addison Alexander, D.D., the world-renowned
Princeton divine, ends by dealing with two extreme attitudes regarding
the extension of the Church of Christ and the conversion of the world;
which sermon is as applicable to-day as when first delivered:-

"God has appointed eertain means to be assiduously used for the
ex,tension of the Church and the cOllvel'Sion of the w,orld. The obligation
to employ these means is imperative, and cannot be disprnsed with. The
very fact of their Divine authority entitles us to look for the most salutary
effects from their constant and faithful application. We cannot err,
therefore, by excess in the employment of these means. But may we not
err by limiting the Holy One Himself to means-even those which He
has sanctioned and blessed ~ May we not err by supposing that because
it is our duty to make constant, prayerful, and believing use of these
means, and to watch for their effect, there is nothing more to be expected­
even from the free and sovereign operation ,of Divine grace ~ In other
words, by looldng too much, 01', at least, too exclusively, at ·the ordinary
results of ordinary means, may we not cease to hope for those extraordinary
gifts with which the LOl'd is sometimes pleased, as it were, to reward the
faithful use of the stated and appointed means of grace ~

"There is, no doubt, an opposite error, into which we are TIO less prone
to fall, and from which the Chul'ch has suffered incalculable loss and
damage. This is the error of expecting all from God's extraordinary gifts,
to the exclusion of those stated means which He has ordained, and on
which He has not only promised, but bestowed a blessing. This error,
pushed to an extreme, becomes fanaticism, and is the fruitful source of
doctrinal C01'1'llptions, practical abuses, spiritual pride, and all the other
evils springing' from a violcnt excitemcnt followcd by reaction towards the
opposite extreme of lethar,gy and deadness. The error which produces
all these evils docs not merely lie in the denial or oblivion of the fact
that God's extraordinary blessings must, from their very nature, be
occasional, but also in denying or forgetting that extraordinary gifts are,
according to a law of God's most gracious dispensations, not bestowed at
random, but conferred as blessings in the faithful use of ordinary means.

"To expect an extraordinary harvest, without using the means necessary
to secure an ordinary one, wonln be scarcely more absurd than to concentrate
all our hopes and wishes on extraordinary spiritual visitations, while we
wilfully or negligently slight the stated and invariable means of doing
alltl obtaining good, on which God sometimes sets the seal of His approval
by remarkable outpourings of His Spirit. As the manna in the wilderness
did not take the place of ordinary food, but supplied its deficiencies, and
furnished special proofs of the Divine presence and favour to His people,
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so the greatest spiritual gifts to the Church now, are not intended to
supplant the use of ordinary means, but rather to encourage it by signs
of the Divine approbation; and the hope of such extraOl'dinary gifts is
never better founded than at those times when, instead of intermitting
duties, we perform them with redoubled zeal.

" But no extreme of judgment or of practice is to be corrected by
another. While we shun the error of relying on extraordinary gifts as
a substitute for ordinary duties, or an apology for slighting them, let
us not lose sight of such extraordinary gifts altogether, or regard them
as impossible and hopeless, or as inconsistent with the faithful use of
ordinary means. By so doing we gratuitously throwaway one 'of the
most powerful incitements to duty, and most efficacious stimulants to
hope and zeal. Nothing is better suited to invigorate habitual exertion
than a firm belief that God bestows His most invaluable and special gifts
on such as diligently seek for those of a more ordinary nature. To
relinquish this belief and hope, is to cut the sinews of -our spiritnal strength
even in relation to our ordinary duties. At the same time this extreme
of error and misconduct tends more directly to diminish the amount of
good which we might otherwise accomplish. While it still remains
indisputably true, that the extension of the Church and the conversion
of the world are suspended, under God, upon the constant use of ordinary
means, for the neglect of which nothing can compensate or atone, it is
equally certain that the aggregate result of these means would be com­
paratively small, without occasional accessions of Divine and human strength,
making good, as it were by a single movement, the arrears of many years,
and giving a new impulse to those means which, though they cannot be
dispensed with, are too apt, in human llands, to grow inert and inefficient,
unless frequently Tenewed and set in motion by a special Divine influence.
In other wOTds, and in accordance with the figurative langu3lge of the
text, although the kingdom of heaven, e,'en now, as when it was first
visibly erected upon earth, must grow by constant gradual accession, and
although, if this mode of increase should fail, its place could be supplied
by nothing else, yet even this increase is stimulated, and the aggregate
result indefinitely multiplied, by those occasional seasons of awakening and
commotion, when 'the kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence, and the
violent take it by force.'

, 'I rejoice to know that I address some, I trust many, to whom the
extension of this kingdom is a subject of intense desire and fervent prayer.
But do the hopes of such beaT due propoTtion to their conscientious labours
and their zeal for God ~ Are we not, Christian brethren, too pTone to
despondency, as well as to presumption and security-extremes which are
continually j'ound in close proximity, not only among members of the
same community, but in the vacillating, varying experience of one and
the same person ~ And may not one of these extremes, at least, arise
from the mistake which we have been considering,-the mistaken notion,
that because Christ's kingdom must be built up by a slow and sure increase,
there is no such thing to be expected as a general and powerful commotion
of men's minds, producing the same result upon a lar,g-er scale and in a
shorter time; that because that YlISt reservoir of God's grace and man'8
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happiness is fed by l'ivulets and drops in ordinary times, tllero is no such
thing to be expected as the sight of an irresistible current impetuously
setting in the same direction; that because we are accustomed to see men
gained over, one by one, from the service of Satan and the world to that
of God, tlH're is no such thing' to be expected in our days as that of the
kingdom of Heaven suffering vio!encp, and the violent taking' it by force ~

Oh, let us sce to it, thut even our attachment to the state,l onlinlLry means
of graee, an'l our wcll-foulllle,l fears of spurious and fanatkal excitements,
do not untit llS for the l'Pcephon ·of extra,ordinury mercies, and betray us,
for a time at. leust, into unreasonable trust in accustomed forms' and
metho<ls, all.1 u groulHlless dread of iJ'l.'l'ig'ulal'ity and insubordination, simply
hecause in Ulis day, as in that day, 'the kingdom of Heaven suffereth
violence, find the violent take it by foref'.'

"Is there not still a class to whom I may, without offence, address myself
in terms of solemn warning and entreaty, in application of the subject which
!tas been before us ~ I mean such as have long enjoyed the stated
rlispensationR of God's Word, but as yet seem not to have experienced its
power. '1'0 such I venture to address myself directly, and to put the
question, are you not, perhaps unconsciously, relying on this passive enjoy­
ment of religious privileges as a means of safety, independent of all serious
reflection or exertion on ~'our own part ~ Such a state of mind may be
produced by a misapprehension or abuse of the doctrines which you have
ever been faithfully taught, of God's sovereignty and man's dependence.
But this only makes your error more alarming, and your danger more
imminent. God is, indeed, the only Saviour, the Alpha and Omega of
our hopes, the Author and the Finisher of our salvation; but He does not
~ave men in their sleep, or carry them to heaven stupified in death-like
lethargy. If He means to save you, be assmeu He will awaken you.

"However various the degrees and forms of that alarm which enters
into all evangelical repentance, or prepares the way for it, you must
experience some disturbance of your long and deep sleep of security.
If the absence of any such emotion is the fault of God Himself, derive
what consolation you find possible from this blasphemous apology, but do
not forget that after all, whatever be the cause, or wherever the blame
lies, your deep sleep must be broken, or you will never be saved. With
all allowance for the freedolll and variety of God's dispensations towards
the souls of men, and for the difference prodnced by constitution, education,
and the previous mode of life, it is still true that you cannot doze or
c1ream yourself into salvation; that in SOllle sense, and to some extent,
a vehement exertion is required and produced in every soul to which God
has pm'poses of mercy; and that this is not peculiar to one age or country,
but characteristic of God's saving methods in all times and places. So
that in a certain sense, it may still be truly and emphatically said that
'from the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of Heaven
tiuffereth violence, and the violent take it by force.' "

Ermtum.-In last month's Magazine, p. 10, line 18 from foot of page,
John v. 23 is misquoted. It should be as most of our readers will have
noticed; -"he ,that honoureth not the .son, honoureth not the Father."
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Letter by Thomas Halyburton.
DEAR Nephew,-I remember kindly your wife, and I advise you in that
place, where you can scarce have access to any ordinances, and cannot but
be exposed unto many disadvantages and dangers in point of religion­
I ad~ise you to take the first opportunity of coming out of Babylon, and
settling your business where ye may be under lively means of grace. I
know you are a child of many. prayers, and you were prayed back;. from
the gates of death; and now I wish that you may give evidence that you
have bl:'en prayed back indeed for mercy to yourself. .I shall be glad
that this advice from a dying man come to be any ways useful to you.
The Lord be with your spirit. You c'annot expect from one of my condItion
a dig'ested, polished letter; but I speak the words of soberness, a;nd full
composure of mind, blessed be God. Let your kindness to the dead appear
in your kindness to my dear widow whom I leave behind, and my six

,children. Show your concern with both.-Thos. Halyburton.

Church Notes.
ComwU/ioons.-June-First Sabbath,Applecross, Tarbert (Rarris) .and

<Joigach; second, Shieldaig; third, LochcalTon, Glendale,. Dornoch and HelmS­
dale; fourth, Gairloch and Inverness. July-First Sabbath, Raasay, Beauly,
and Lairg; second, Tain, Staffin and TOIl\atin; third, Daviot, Flallhadder,
&ogart and Halkirk; fourth, StrathelTick, Plockton, Bracadale and
North Uist. A~.gU8t-ThirdSabbath, Bonarbridge; Fourth, Thurso. South
A!l'1,CO,n Mission.-'l'he following are the dates of the Communions-Last
Sa:bba1~1, of March, June, September alld December.

Note.-Notice of any additions to, 01' alteration of, the above dates
should be sent to the Editor and not to the printers.' .

SertJices in AU8tralia and New Z,ealand.-Interesting" reports. have been
received of services held by our Church Deputy, Rev. F. MacLeod.. In
New Zealand he visited many places .before coming to Australia, where
Grafton, New South 'Wales, has been the centre of activities. The Sacra­
ment of the Lord's Supper was dispensed at Grafton in early Jan1.lary, an~
it is hoped (D.V.) to have the same again in June. :111.1:. MacLeod expects
(D.V.) to return to New Zealand for further services thereafter.-W. G.'
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with grateful thanks the following- donations:-
Sustentation P'IVn,tl.-A Friend, Sutherlandshire, £5 ; Mrs. D. MacD.,

A.l'icharnoO'h, Broadford, £1; Mrs. M. 'C., Gol1Jost, by Dunvegan, £1; Miss
A. M., Kirktol1, Glenelg, 6/6; Mrs. H. M<lM., Cononish, 'l'yndrum, o/a
Gairloclt Congrl:'gation, £1; the following o/a Lochbroom ;Congregation:­
)1:1'S. S., Garvc, 10/-; Mrs. H. MeK., Garve, 10/-; Mrs. C. MeK.,
Garvtl, £1, 'per Rev. D.: N. McLeodj Mrs. J. Guthrie, South Croydon,
Surrey, £1.
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College Fwnd-.-MiBB J. F., Bank House, Halkirk, £5.
Dominilons and Colonial Missions F'UIf1,d.-A Friend, Sutherlandshire,

£2 10/-; Grafton, New South Wales, Congregation, per Mr. D. ~. Shaw,
o/a Rev. F. McLeod 'B ExpenBeB, £70.

Home Mission Fund.-A Friend, SutherlandBhire, £2 10/-; Mr. A. McL.,
2 Rodel, HarriB, 11/6.

'Chilna Mission Ftlnd.-A Friend, Sutherlandshire, £2 10/-; Miss J. MeA.,
Gerston, Halkirk, 14/-.

Organisation Fwnd.-Mrs. F. J. oS., Tara, Ontario, Canada, £3.

Free Distribution.-Friend, SutherlandBhire, 3/6; Friend, InverneBB, 5/6.
Magazine Fwnd.-Dingwall Congregation, £3; Gairloch Congregation,_

£13 18/4.
Jewish and Foreign Missions.-" Go Forward," £5; A Friend, RosB-Bhire,_

£20; MrB. S., Tara, Ontario, £6; MrB. J. Guthrie, South Croydon, Surrey,«
£2; Miss K. Mcl., Bermsdale, Skye, £1 5/-; A Friend, Sutherlandshire,
£2 10/·; Mrs. J. A. R., Carievale, Sask., £1; Mr. J. S., Craigscorrie;
Beauly, 14/-; Mrs. M. C., Colbost, Skye, 14/-; Friend, Shieldaig, 6/6;
MiBB A. MeD., 27 lnverarish Terrace, Raasay, o/a Clothing Fund, 12/6;
Miss A. N., Uig, 15/-; A. M., Kilniuir, per Mr. A. Mackay, Staffin, 5/-;
MiBB K. McL, Berriesdale, Skye, o/a ~lothing Fund, 10/- j Mrs. M. R,
Burnbrae, Methven,o/a Clothing Fund, 10/-; Mrs. M. McK., Sannochan,_
Kishorn, 5/6; the following per Rev. John Tallach, Raasay:-A Friend,
in memory of the'late Mrs. J. Miller, Wick, o/a Rev. E. Radasi's Salary"
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The following lists have been. sent in for publication:-
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sincere thanks a donation of £5 from "A Friend, Psalm li."
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per Mr. J. Grant.
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with grateful thanks contributions amounting to £22 15/·, and the following
donation per Treasurer, Miss J. McK., Hill Street, £3.
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