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Dr. MacLean conveniently ignores the well-known fact that when he burned
his fiddle the dominant party in the Church deprived him of his salary as
catechist. This is the result of a fanaticism far worse than he could ever
lay to the charge of Puritanism.

It would take up too much space to point out the many ways in which
the book under review bristles with 'statements which show the writer "s
antagonism to Calvinism, but, be it remembered, that Calvinism is only
the doctrines of the Bible 'systematised, and that the Creed of the Church
of Scotland was Calvinistic in its best days. This makes it all the more
lamentable that one of Dr. MacLean's sentiments should, as he informs us,
begin his ministry in the smallest congregation of that Church and end it
in the. largest congrcgation, but, in a generation of small men, this may
account for his reputation for ,greatnes's. However, he dwarfs into insig·
nificance when compared with such intellectual giants as the great Puritan,
Dr. John Owen, Dr. Chalmers, Principal Cunningham, the Hodges and
Alexanders of Princeton, and a host of others too numerous to be named,
who wen' doughty champions of Calvinism and firm believers in the
doctrine of election. When such a galaxy of talented and gracious men
can be named as strictly Calvinistic in their beliefs it will not make ',my
difference with those who love the Scriptures though Dr. MacLean should
brand Calvinism and PUl'itani~m as ('viI, for in his writings, a sample of
which is in the book before us, they see nothing but the fruitless efforts of
a man who is swelling with indignation at the chimera of his own
imagination. A seasonable advice to Free Presbyterians and others is,
" ... Be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with eVil)',\'
wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftineRs, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive." (Ephesians iv. 14).-John Colqulwmt.

Notes and Comments.
A G.rowing Craze.

The vain and empty fa'shion of "crowning" a young girl selected from
among others, in connection with some foolish competition, gala, town or
country celebrations, etc., is rapidly spreading and increasing in all parts
of Scotland, north and lsouth. Carnival week was held in Dornoch from
11th to 16th July, during) which a boy and a girl were crowned CarnivaJ
King and Queen. The village of Lybster, Caithness, had its first' 'HarboUl
Queen" crowned on Friday, 22nd July. On Saturday, the 23rd July,
Thurso's first "Personality Queen" was crowned. A' 'Gala Queen" was
crowned at Elgin on Monday, the 25th July. And on Saturday, 30th July,
a 'Wick "Herring Queen" was crowned. This list is just a current one
embracing merely these northern ports for the month of July. We may
note some points in connection with this new craze. Much money is
expended on the preparations for such functions, during these difficul,t
times, although collections are taken from the, public. Great crowds gathered
from all quarters by bus and cars to witness these ceremonies. There were
4,000 at Elgin and many more at Wick; but the Churches are well nigh
empty on the Lord's Day. Prominent personalities were enga,g;ed to perform
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varied functions, the Duchess of Richmond and Gordon at Elgin and Sir
Archibald and Lady Sinclair at the Caithness ceremonies, and thus a
superficial dignity was given to "make believe" procedure. At Elgin, the
crowning ceremony was performed under incessant rain, the wettest night
of the year, and at Wick rain fell heavily during the actual ceremony.
But the rain did not keep the crowds away, although little would keep the
most of those even with chmoch connections from attending divine worship
on God's Holy Day. Dances in the evening ended the day of festivities in
certain places, such as Wick. And now a new, a serious development has
taken place in connection with these modern and unusual ceremonies.
Ministers of the Church of Scotland arc taking, an active part. At Elgin,
"Rev. Alexander MacDonald, High Church, blessed the Queen," according
to the Ab'erdeen Press and J01£1"11,(l1 of 26th July. In what terms or to what
purpose this professed minister blessed a "Gala Queen" we know not; but
we are of the opinion that such work is of the world, the flesh and the
devil. At Wick this irreverent. line of things went 'some,what further. The
next day, 31st July, the LOl"d 's Day, a special Herring Queen United Youth
service was held in Wick Old Parish Church, at 3.30 p.m., conducted by
the' Minister, Rev. P. F. C. Black. The" Herring Queen" and her" Court"
attended in their festive attire. Additional details are unnecessary. Rev.
P. F. C. Black also took pal't on the Saturday at the crowning ceremony.
These facts emphasise increasingly what has been written and said many
times, that in many places the professed Christian Church in Scotland is
linking up with the world to pervert the Go'spel of Christ and to bring the
people of this land back to where we were before the times of Reformation.
The poor people, instead of bejng warned and guided by the Truth, are
being aSlsisted thus by the Church to delight in vanity and to lose all taste
for the pure and simple worship of God. Truly," Darkness shall cover the
earth and ,gjross darkness the people." (Isa. Ix. 2). May th~ Lord arise
and shine upon us through the truth of the gospel, in a day of His power,
~.nd command deJivel'ance for us.

Bishop Prays for Dead Dogs.

Our heading to this note does not make pleasant reading, but it is a
statement of fact. The London Evening BtandOJrld reports that the Bishop
of Chelmsford, Dr. H. Wilson, while dedicating the animals' cemetery at
Woodford Bridge, Essex, on 30th July, said: "May God bless these our
friends buried here. We pray that we may meet with them in the life
everlasting. " These words are a shocking evidence of an earthly mind, of
most daring il'l'everence in relation to God and of a carnal and brutish
conception of heaven. Affection for dumb animals here runs riot, disregard­
ing the teaching and I'evelation of God's Word regarding man, the irrational
creatures, redemption, and those who shall enter into the life everlasting ill
hea.ven. We may be pardoned for l3uspecting that other l'\trange ani!
unscriptural sentiments are at times given utterance to by the Bishop of
Chelmsford when the above is part of his cree,d.

Rome Digging In.
When Senator Wilton, of the Northern Ireland Parliament addre.~sed thr

May meeting of the Protestant Truth Society, London, in the Caxton Hall,
·Westminster, on the 17th May, 1949, he stated: "If ther'e is a house for
sale at all in a Protestant district, in comes the Roman Catholic Church and
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buys it. They are buying OUI' farms up all over the province. Almost any
farm that goes to public auction-unless you have 19]ot someone who is
prepared to be big enough to sell it at a certain price to keep it from the
hands of the Roman Catholics-a Roman Catholic body will outbid you
every time." This Jesuit method ofl'ilent, peaceful pene,tration is by no
means confined to Ulster, nor to the South of England, whe,re a Romanist
Polish colonel recently purchased an estate, ousted all the tenants, and
re,placed them by Romani,t Poles, but the same subtle device is employed
everywhere, the Highlands of Scotland being by no means excepted. The
method usually pursued by the, new Romanist landowner is to allow the
lease of farms to expire, and then refuse to renew the lea-se even in
cases where the particular farm has been in the same family for several
generations, under the plausible pretext that he himself is anxious to
experiment with farming. After two or three years he declares his
experiment a failure, or unsuitable, and so he leases the farms again, not,
however, to the former Protestant tenant-farmer, but to Romanist strangers
to the locality. The only remedy in this case is for British tenant-farmers
to press for Parliamentary legislatiDn to secure fixity of tenure, as in the
case of crofters, or small landholders. It is discreditable that at this time
of day-the enlightened twentieth centUI'Y of professedly Christianized
civilization-Protestant tenancy of their ancestral homes in Britain shoulrl
be at the mercy, whim and caprice of an uns,crupulous, cunning, scheming
Romanist landowne.r.-J. P. MacQ1been.

Church Notes.
Communions.

September-First ,sabbath, Ullapool and Breasclete; second, Strathy;
third, Stoer. October-First Sabbath, N. Tolsta; second, Gairloch and
Ness; third, Applecross; fourth, Gree.nock and Lochinver; fifth, Wick.
November - First Sabbath, Oban and Raasay; second, Glasgow and
Halkirk; third, Edinburgh, Dornoch and Uig. December-First Sabbath,
London.

Appeal from Plockton Congregation.

This congregation of the Free Presbyterian Church of Scotland has
been without a church building of their own since 1893 and the difficulties
connected with such a situation have considerably increased within recent
years. An effort is being made to erect a suitable building but as the
congvegation is small numerically they are not able to face the burden
alone, and, therefore, they appeal to friends who have the welfare of the
Cause of Christ at heart to come to their aid. Contributions will be thank­
fully acknowledged by Mr. Alex. Gollan, Laurel Bank, Cooper Street,
Plockton.

ARCHIBALD BEATON, Interim Moderator of Session.

This Appeal is cordially endorsed by the Western Presbytery.
DONALD MAcLEAN, Moderator.

JOHN COLQUHOUN, Cler7;;.
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Synod Proceedings.

'I:'he Synod Proceedings for 1949 are expected to be issued by now. Pnce
per copy is 1/6; Australia and New Zealand, 1/8; Canada and U.S.A.,
32 cents. Parcels are being seillt to congregations as formerly. Will
those in charge of parcels kindly forward cash from sales to M". John
Grant, 4, Millburn Road, Inverness, as soon as possible. Please return, also,
unsold copies to Mr. John Grant in due course.

ROBERT R. SINCLAIR, Olerk of S!JOOd.

Acknowledgment of Donation•.
Mr. J. Grant, 4 Millburn Road, Inverness, General Treasurer, acknowledges

with ,glateful thanks the foll{)wing donations-

S~~st'entation Fwnd.-F. P., Leverburgh, £2; Miss. J. E. M., Helensbul'gh,
10/·; Mrs. A. R, 13 Selkirk St., Hamilton, 14/·; I MeA., Glendaruel, o/a
St. Jude's, per Rev. D. J. Matheson, 10/-; Mr. R. H. C., Stevenston, £l.

Home Mission Fund.-Collection taken at Services held at Strontian,
per Re,v. D. J. Matheson, £3 5/6; Mrs. H., Hermse, Kyles Scalpay, per
Mr. Ed. Morrison, 10/-.

Aged and Infirm Min.ister~, amd Widows and Orphans Fund.-A Friend,
8/-.

Magazine Fwnd.-Friend, Ross-shire, £2 8/-; Mr. A. F" Woodside
Cottage, Slammanan, £1.

F.P. Magazine. Free Di&trib~~tion Fund.-Ks., Holland, per Mr R. R.
Sinclail', London, £1; Mrs. R. MacLeod, Inverkirkaig, Lochinver, 10/-.

Jewish and Foreign Missions.-Anon.-Psalm 67, £2; Anon., Edinburgh
postmark, £1; Miss J. E. M., Helensburgh, 10/-; Plockton Prayer Meetings
Collection for Bibles, per Mr. A. Gollan, £6; Communi{)n Friend, Bracadale,
£1; From Friends in the West, per Rev. D. R. Macdonald, £2; From Fearn,
£1; Fl'om Tain Ladies, per Mrs. Macdonald, £2 10/·; Raasay Sabbath
School for the Children of S. African Mission, per M1SS M. A. Tallach,
£12 5/·; alHo from A Friend, Raasay, per Miss Tallach, 10/,; Lecture
and display of Girls' work at Dmnoch, per Rev. D. R. Macdonald, £10;
Lecture and display of Girls' work at Halkirk, per Rev. D. R. Macdonald,
£15.

PublicaHon Fund.-Psalm 72, Plockton, for Bibles for Germans, per
Rev. R. R. Sinclair, £1.

The following) lists sent in for publication:-
A.pple01'Ms Ch7~roh RJ,'pairs Fund.-Ml'. M. GiUanders, Treasurer, acknow·

leJges with grateful thanks the following donations :-Mr. M. McL.,
Sleet, £1; Mrs. McC., Toward Lighthouse, C. Card. £1 10/·, per Rev. J. A.
Macdonald; Mr. J. McC., Kenmore, £1; Friend, Ardenaskin, £1; Friencl,
Diabeg, £1; Friend, Diabeg, 10/-; Friend, Ness, £3; Friend, Kindibig, £1;
;\11'. C" Scoraig, £1; Mr. MeD., Inve,rness, £1; D. and R. G., Plockton, £2;
Beatons, SlmJlbay, £1; Friend, Drimnin, per Mr. J. Grant, 7/-; Anon.,
Lochcal'J'on postmark, per Mr. J. Grant, £1.
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Daviot Secti,on M.anse Building Fund.~MiBs I. M. Cameron, Treasurer,
thankfully acknowledges the following donations :~Mr, R. McK., £1;
A Friend, £1; Miss R. McL" £1; Miss MeA" £1; Mrs. McK., £1.

Edinburgh Manse, Purchase F1md.~The Treasurer ackowled,ges with
sincere thanks the folowing donation :~Miss M. F., £1.

G~emdale Foreign Mission F1md.-The Treasurer acknowledges with
sincere thanks, £1 from F. P., Kyle postmark, per Rev. J. C. Colquhoun.

Lochcarron Ml1i'f1.ge Building F1md.-The Treasurer acknowledges with
grateful thanks the following donations :-Collecting Card, per A. McLeod,
Ullapool, £11; Mrs. McK., Lochmelm, per J. McK., £2; Adherent, Strath,
Gairloch, per K. MeR., 10/-.

North TolMa Manse Building Fund.~Mr. John Nicolson, Treasurer,
acknowdedges with sincere thanks the following donations :-Mrs. MeD.,
Stoneyfield, ,stornoway, £1; J. M., Caberfeidh, Stornoway, £1; D. McL.,
Caberfeidh, 10/-; Mr. ran M., Stornoway, £3.

,N:ess Mans,e Building F1md.~Mr. D. Mackay, Treasurer, thankfully
acknowledges the following donations: ~Caraid Tir More, £1; N. M., 35
Cliff, Ui,g" £1; Two Friends, Luke 21-33. £2; Mr. McC., Schoolhouse"
Mulbuie, £1; A Friend, Skigersta, £1; Friends, £5; North Uist Congrega­
tion, £25 10/6.

Portnalong Manse Fund.~Rev. M. MacSween acknowledges with grateful
thanks a donation of £1, from A Friend, also from a Raasay Friend, £2,
o/a Bracadale Church Repairs Fund.

Raasay Manse Building Fund.-Mr. E. MacRae, Treasurer, ackowledges
with sincere thanks the followingl donations :~Two Friends, Raasay, £1;
Friend, Greenock, £1; J. G., Glenbrittle, £1; Friend, Kames, per Rev. J.
Tallach, £2.

SCOU"~B Mission House.~Mr. K. Morrison, Treasurer, thankfully acknow­
ledges a donation of £1 from A Friend, per Mr. D. Campbell.

S01~t" Harris Manse Building F1md.~Mr. A, MacLennan, Treasurer,
acknowledge.s with sincere thanks per Mr. N. Mackay: ~Collecting Card,
per Mr. D. MacLeod, Portree, £12; A Free Presbyterian, 10/-; Mrs. McL.,
Brackloch, per Mr. M., McAulay, £1.

Vatten Church Extension Fund.~Mr. J. Mackay, Treasurer, acknowledges
with sincere thanks the following:~Vatten and Harlosh, £276/-;
Dunvegan, £20; Roag, £16; A Friend, 10/-.

Uig Church Bu,ildi.ng Fund.-Mr. D. Matheson, Treasurer, acknowledges
with grateful thanks the following donations :-A Friend, Ness, £2;
Friend, Dumbarton, £1; Mr. D. G. McK., Stornoway, 1£5.

B,'easclef),e Ch1brch Repairs F1md.~Mr. F. Smith, Treasurer, thankfully
acknowledges the following donations: ~Mr. J. M., 29 Keith Street,
Stornoway, 10/·; Friend, Stornoway, per Mr. D. G. Mackenzie, £5; Mrs.
C. M., Toronto, Canada, 12/-; Mr. J. MeA. Tolsta Chaolais £2; Mr. K.
McL., Breasclete, £1.

Northton Meetilng H01bSe Fund.-The Treasurer gratefully acknowledges
a donation of £1 from " A Breakish Skye Friend."




