A Sermon.

By theREv. D. MACFARLANE.
Preached at Dingwall on 8th October, 1916.

“For where a testament is, there must also of rsétydse the death of the testator. For a testaisesftforce
after men are dead; otherwise it is of no streagtil while the testator liveth” — Hebrews 9:16,17

The Apostle in this chapter speaks of the necesditthe death of Christ, and in this
connection he speaks of the death of animals a#ises in the Old Testament dispensation,
by which the death of Christ was typified. When i€hcame in the fulness of time the types
ceased, for there was no more need of these sasiifbecause by His death He satisfied
justice, and secured all the blessings of salvdtbioidis people.

In speaking from our text | shall call your attemtito the following particulars: —

|. — The Testator;
Il. — The Testament, or Will; and
lll. — The Legatees, in whose favour the Testane® made.

|. — The Testator: Christ, the Son of God. —

The Apostle here compares Christ to a man who raagidl in favour of a certain person

or persons. He is therefore called the Testatoe Apostle states that, as among men a
testament or will is not of force till after thestator’'s death, in like manner the goods that
Christ bequeathed were not distributed to the tsgatvithout the shedding of blood, and as
believers under the Old Testament were made pastaifehese blessings, there was, as the
Apostle shows, typical blood shed and applied dutirat dispensation, till Christ came and
gave His own blood to be shed. It was not on tleaigel of the typical blood that was shed
that believers in the Old Testament time were salation the ground of Christ’'s death set
forth in the type. They got salvation on creditwdiat Christ was to do. Christ promised to
pay the debt contracted by His people, and thedfafiive Him a long credit of four thousand
years. We sometimes get food or other things oditcqgerhaps for six months or a year, and
then a demand is made for payment. We promise yowlen the due time comes, but
although we would be honest people, we may notysvea able to pay. But the Father knew
that His Son was perfectly able to fulfil His pra®j as He did when He offered up Himself a
sacrifice to satisfy divine justice and to recoedails to God. Believers now, under the New
Testament dispensation, do not receive salvatiooredit, for Christ paid the whole price by
His death, and this was one of the good thingswiaatto come (Hebrews 9:11).

[l. — The Testament, or Will. —

The testament is now sealed by the blood of Charsd, cannot be altered. A man during
his lifetime may change his will, but after his the& cannot be changed by any one. There
was a godly minister in Glasgow whose father wémnded proprietor, and made his will in
favour of this minister, but at the time of “thesiption” the son joined the Free Church,
and his father was so displeased with him that Bdemup his mind to disinherit him. But
before he could change the will, he died, and tislgad the benefit of the will.

Christ having died, His will cannot be changedhaligh some try to change it. But if any
alteration would be made, it was only the testébat had a right to alter it. This will is
written out according to law, and is contained e tScriptures of the Old and New
Testaments, which may be seen and read by all tomathe Scriptures come. What is in the
will? There is in it unsearchable riches — etetif@l- in short, all the blessings that we need
in order to be saved and to be made truly happever. In particular, justification, adoption,
and sanctification are part of the legacy left byri§t to His people. How great are the
blessings contained in the willl Men leave to theiends, according to their means. Some
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may leave thousands of pounds; others, millions.tBei riches that Christ left to His friends
are, as already stated, unsearchable and alsoaustiie. Some may leave to their friends
much riches, acquired by great labour, but the theahht Christ left for His friends cost Him
His humiliation unto death. He that was rich becaroer, that we, who were poor indeed,
through His poverty might become rich. Christ's edy is the only poverty that is
meritorious. He made Himself so poor in acquirihg tiches for others that He parted with
His life. He cried on the Cross, “It is finishedhd gave up the ghost. Think of what it cost
Him when you read of His agony in the garden, aloddy sweat, and His cry on the Cross,
“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”

lll. — The Legatees. —

Who are they? Till they are effectually called, admows them but God only. They are
spoken of in Scripture as the “elect,” or thoseegivwy the Father to His Son in the
everlasting covenant of grace. The legacy is irgdrfdr some of the human race, but not all.
Though not all, they are many — even a great mdiit“that no man can number, of all
nations and kindreds and peoples and tongues.” fhlese might be brought in and made
partakers of Christ and the benefits of His redeonptthe Gospel is to be preached to all
indiscriminately, to whom the joyful sound comesnf& may wonder that the Gospel is to be
preached to every individual that comes to heagingethat it is only some that shall be
saved. Our warrant for addressing the universdl afathe Gospel to sinners is Christ’s
precept and example. He commanded the Apostlegreéath the Gospel to every creature,”
and He Himself called on “all the ends of the €arthlook to Him to be saved. Some speak
of another warrant, such as the all-sufficiency Giirist's atonement to meet the lost
condition of all sinners, but the warrant | mengdnappears to me to be the proper one.
Although none but God only knows who are the legmteefore their conversion, yet after
their conversion they are made manifest to men adenpartakers, to some extent, of the
blessings of the will. Among men it is not the nthat left the legacy that distributes it to
those for whom it is intended, but another per&ut.as Christ is called “the Wonderful,” He
is indeed wonderful in this respect, for although died to secure the blessings of the will,
He rose again to hand these blessings to “the besgalvation.”

The names of the legatees are in the will, and wherSpirit quickens them to life they
are anxious to know if their names are in the wAll.a time of persecution, when public
preaching was forbidden, the Lord’s people haddthey in some secluded spot among the
hills to worship God, and the enemies sent troofgehaint and punish any that would be seen
going to these meetings. There was a godly younghamowho went to one of these
meetings, and the troopers met her, who, suspetiiag she was going to the place of
worship, asked her where she was going. She andwi elder brother died and left a
large legacy to his friends, and the will is torbad to-day, and | am going to see if my name
is in the will.” As the troopers did not understantat she meant, they allowed her to pass
on. Do you come to church when the Gospel is peshdike that woman, anxious to know if
your name is in Christ’s will?

When Christ distributes the legacy, what does HeeQiHe gives Himself, who is
infinitely greater than the other parts of the biegs. He gives faith to receive Him. He gives
peace with God and peace of conscience. He giviksarfid free pardon. He gives joy
unspeakable and full of glory. He gives the HolyiriBpo impart all these blessings. In a
sentence, He gives grace and glory. When a legalgftiby men it is given in shares to the
legatees — more to some than to others. But Cginsts the whole to every believer. Each
one has a whole Christ for himself or herself, anhole heaven also. To use an illustration:
every man in the world has benefit of a whole s not part of it merely — a whole sun to
warm him and a whole sun to enlighten him. So #lisbe in heaven, and although there are
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degrees in glory, every one of the redeemed wileha say, “I have a whole heaven.” One
on earth may say, “I have a whole sun for myselfd another may say, “So have I, t00.” In
like manner it shall be in heaven.

Some men who were very poor and destitute in tloiddybecame very rich by legacies;
but Christ’s legatees were most poor of all. Theyawich when God created them, but they
lost all their wealth in a moment by sin, so thayt were, spiritually, very poor indedsut
Christ having bequeathed a large legacy to thesy #re now richer than can be told in
words. This legacy raised them from “the dust dredunghill, and set them among princes,
even the princes of His people.” As Christheirs, all blessings are theirs.

During their time on earth they are described inpghare as poor, and often they have
reason to say with the Psalmist, “I am poor andineget the Lord thinketh upon me.” They
are often poor in their own experience, but nowirat they have a right to. This reminds me
of a saying of the great Dr. Kennedy. He said, “Vassel of your rights is now as full as it
shall be in glory, though the vessel of your casg e quite empty.” However, what they
have a right to they shall be put in full possessibat the end.

Although the blessings of “the will” cost Christ souch, they are free to sinners,
“without money and without price.” You cannot hawve blessings without Christ Himself.
Many would like to have the blessings who are uliwglto receive Christ in the offer of the
Gospel. Dr. Duncan, when a professor, was an @dBr. Moody Stuart’s church, and one
Sabbath Dr. Moody Stuart was preaching from thg tédo, every one that thirsteth, come
ye to the waters; and he that hath no money, cameéuyy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and
milk, without money and without price” (Isaiah 5h:The minister was comparing Christ to
a merchant who was exhibiting his goods for sabe, iaviting those present to buy. When
the minister came down from the pulpit, Dr. Dunsad to him, “Do you know what | was
thinking when you were preaching?” The ministedsdNo; what was it?” Dr. Duncan said,
“I was thinking that | would marry the Merchant,dathen | would have Himself and His
goods.” Dr, Duncan knew what he said. If you woh&ie Christ's goods you must marry
Him, for you cannot have His goods apart from Hilfngeis in union with Christ believers
receive all the blessings of salvation. It is bialhunion to the vine that the branch receives of
the sap of that tree.

In this world it is in the means of grace that Ghgives a share of the blessings of “the
will,” and the rest He will give in heaven. Theylwget the whole in right here, and the
whole in possession in glory. If you expect, thienget any of the blessings of “the will,” be
diligent in the use of these means of grace, imapei and in public, for they are the wells of
salvation, out of which believers draw water witty.j The more they draw, the more they
thirst for further draughts, till they reach theufdain-head in heaven, out of which they shall
be drinking throughout all eternity without the senof pain which accompanies thirst on
earth. It is in this sense that it is written tktaéy shall neither thirst nor hunger any more.
“The Lamb that is in the midst of the throne shekd them, and lead them to living
fountains of waters.”

The means of grace on earth are rivers throughhwtine water of life flows from the
ocean above. Ah, to get a sight of Christ, so gmttake of the blessings which cost Him so
much, in order to face eternity with holy boldneSspt reckoning the sufferings of the
present time worthy to be compared with the glohjolw shall be revealed in us” (Romans
8:18). Amen. [January 1917]

Notes of a Sermon.
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By the lateREv. DUNCAN M'B EATH, Free Church, Ness, Lewis.

[The Rev. D. M'Beath, who died in October, 1891 tfee age of about 7Qears, was highly esteemed as a faithful
preacher of the Gospel. He was for many years aniagionary, and was so much valued by the pedp\ess that,
with the consent of the General Assembly, they dawe a call to be their minister, which he acceptdd was then
ordained, and laboured there for 13 years. Mr. MtBevas a native of Fernamore, Applecross, whexddther, Mr.
John M‘Beath, was a catechist. The present “Notesiit by a friend at Diabaig, Torridon, appearédrom his own
manuscript. — B.]

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac¢apon, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners; of whom | am chief” — 1 Tump 1:15.

The Apostle Paul addressed this Epistle to Timethpm he calls his own “son in the
faith,” and who was an excellent young evangelighothy’'s father was a Greek, and his
mother a pious Jewess, as we find in the sixtegmpter of the Acts, verses one to three. He
was carefully educated in the Old Testament Samstdrom his childhood. Afterwards he
came under the ministry of the Apostle who had saftdction for him, and chose him for an
assistant in the work of the ministry. By writing Timothy on the glorious things pertaining
to the Kingdom of Christ, the Apostle left divingettions for the use of the Church and its
ministers in all succeeding ages. The Apostle &sd@s apostolic office as an inspired
servant of Christ, which binds his instructions tbe conscience, for they bear the divine
authority.

Having given various instructions and warnings tiee Church’s benefit, the Apostle
touches on his favourite theme, the glorious gospdesus Christ, by which, attended by the
effectual power of the Holy Spirit, he himself wasned from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God. The preaching of this gosgas intrusted to him by divine
revelation and commission, for which he expresssdytateful sense in ascribing all praise
and glory to God who qualified, authorised, an@rsgthened him for this eminent service.
And considering what he was previously, he saw ealsable cause to declare the exceeding,
abundant grace of God towards such an obstindfejedading wretch as he was, that in him
and by him there might be seen the Lord’s all-sigficy for the salvation of the very worst,
or chief of sinners. Such reflections as these thesl Apostle to give expression to the
language of the text which may be said to be a sampmf the Gospel. In the passage before
us, we have the substance of the whole Gospel.

I. — There is a Statement made, namely, “that €dsus came into
the world to save sinners.”

II. — A Commendation of the doctrine contained he Statement —
“a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation.”

[ll. — An instance by which it is illustrated“of whom | am chief.”

IV. — The application.

|. — The statement made by the Apostle clearly show

(1) the Person by whom this salvation was wrougitit o
(2) the nature of this salvation; and
(3) the means by which it was executed.

(1) The divine record testifies that the SaviouGied manifested in the flesh. “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, the Word was God. The same was
in the beginning with God. All things were made Hiyn” (John 1:1-3). Here we have the
clearest testimony to His eternity — His existebhefore He assumed our nature. This is
confirmed by other passages, as, “He is beforghallgs, and by him all things consist”
(Colossians 1: 17)It would be an easy matter to accumulate passages the Old and
New Testaments in confirmation of this doctrinettHa is a divine Redeemer. To prove the
divinity of our Saviour the Scriptures ascribe tonHhe essential attributes of God, such as
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omnipotence, omnipresence, and also names ansl tliid¢ are given to the Father. But we
also learn from the divine record that He is traihd properly man. “And the Word was made
flesh and dwelt among us (and we beheld his gliwey,glory as of the only-begotten of the
Father), full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). Thaghose minds were enlightened saw this
glory in Him who became “a man of sorrows and acged with grief,” and who was
“despised and rejected of men.” “Forasmuch, thertha children are partakers of flesh and
blood, he also himself likewise took part of thensa (Hebrews 2:14). It was necessary for
the execution of His undertaking as our Redeemadr e should be both God and man in
one person. By the personal union of the divinelandan natures He was constituted to be a
fit Mediator between God and sinful men. “Thereme Mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus.” He is called Jesus, becauseatts $His people from their sins, and
Christ, because He was anointed with the Spirio udts mediatorial offices. He was
furnished with a complete supply of all power amndog for the discharge of the glorious trust
committed to Him.

We have the design of His mission into the world, Save sinners.” This implies the
condition in which they were by their apostacy fr@uad by violating the covenant of works.
They came under the sentence of a broken law. Sthe that sinneth, it shall die.” “The
wages of sin is death.” They lost the image of @Goahich they were created, and an image
the very opposite was set up in their heart. Daknieok possession of the mind, rebellion,
of the will, and sensuality of the affections. Tlaev of God demanded an obedience which
man could not now vyield, and the justice of Goduaiphment which he could neither sustain
nor satisfy. He became liable to the miseries & lifie and of that which is to come. The
good gifts of God designed for his comfort, thevigges and advantages conferred for his
benefit, he now made the occasion of departindghéartrom his bountiful Benefactor, of
aggravating his guilt, and destroying his soul.deegemoved from the earth. Men became
enemies to their Maker, and to one another. Vi@eravy, rage, and oppression overspread
the whole world. Eternal truth denounced tribulatemd anguish upon every soul of man that
doeth evil. All flesh corrupted themselves befolienHthey became the slaves of sin, Satan,
and the world, and deserving everlasting deathh Stas the state of those He came to seek
and to save.

(2) The nature of this Salvation.

It is salvation from the guilt of sin. Guilt bindee transgressor of the law to eternal
punishment. Divine justice demands the inflictidrtlas merited punishment on the sinner,
or the Surety. This, as already said, could neitheersustained nor satisfied by man. But
satisfaction having been made by the Surety, Gqdsisin pardoning sin, in removing the
guilt of it, and in dissolving the obligation uptime sinner to eternal punishment. It is, again,
salvation from the corruption of sin, unto the meakof the divine image by the work of the
Holy Spirit in sanctification. Moreover, it is alsalvation from the punishment due to sin.
He that believeth in Him shall not come into condation. “Who shall lay anything to the
charge of God’s elect? It is God that justifieth.”

(3) The means by which this salvation was accorhetis

The source from which it proceeded was the freeersign, boundless grace of God;
the medium or means is the mediation of JesusStimeof God; the effectual application of it
is effected by the agency of the Holy Spirit — tisidis office and work in the economy of
salvation.

Further, on this point, Jesus Christ by His inctamg and perfect sinless obedience to
the divine law, sustaining their deserved punishitn@rought out a righteousness of infinite
merit, by which the law is magnified and made hoable. Thus, Jesus, who is the
brightness of the Father’s glory and the expressgamof His person, assumed our nature,
undertook our cause, bore our sins in His own bodythe tree, and suffered the due
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punishment. Thus, the truth of God was indicatastige satisfied, all the divine perfections
glorified, and the salvation of sinners meritorigugrocured. “I have glorified thee on the
earth; | have finished the work which thou gaves ta do.” He is set forth to be the
propitiation “through faith in his blood.” He endhat the temptations of Satan, the scorn,
rage, and malice of men, and above all, the wr&tGad, “the curse of the law.” “For it
pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put hingrief, when thou shalt make his soul an
offering for sin, he shall see his seed; he shallomg his days, and the pleasure of the Lord
shall prosper in his hand” (Isaiah 53:10). He ska# of the travail of His soul, and shall be
satisfied. Now, He is exalted at the right hand>old that by His prevalent intercession the
salvation wrought out may be applied to all thoseerg Him by the Father. He constantly
executes His mediatorial offices, prophet, priest king, in relation to His people.

Il. — Next, let us consider briefly the commendataf the grand gospel statement by the
Apostle. “It is a faithful saying, and worthy of acceptation.”

“A faithful saying.” After the apostacy of man ihe& garden of Eden, God, in the riches
of His grace and mercy, revealed for the first tirlis purpose to save from sin by the
incarnation, death, and triumph of His own Son. Til& promise was that the seed of the
woman shall bruise the serpent’'s head. In evergemding age, this was confirmed by
promises, types, and predictions. The Lord gaveddif that by two immutable things in
which it was impossible for God to lie, we mightveaa strong consolation who have fled for
refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us i@¥eb 6:17,18). In fulflment of the
promise Christ appeared in the fulness of the tMignesses were chosen to bear testimony
to the faithfulness of God in fulfilling His prongsJohn the Baptist, Christ’s forerunner, bore
testimony. “Behold the Lamb of God, which takethagwthe sin of the world.” Christ’s
personal teaching, miracles, resurrection and asmentestified to the truth of this “faithful
saying.” The Holy Spirit, on the day of Pentecdstthe rich effusion of His grace, also bore
testimony. The Apostles, as faithful witnesses,tlgir preaching, inspired writings, holy
lives, and suffering deaths, confirmed the trutitest in the text by the most convincing and
overwhelming evidence. Was there such accumulateteece adduced in support of any
statement made in the world, to be compared fooment to this?

But we have yet to bring forward another evidenbectvis of great importance, namely,
the experience of those to whom this salvation eféectually applied. Multitudes of those
saved have borne testimony to the faithfulnessisfglorious message. Finally, on this point,
God gave testimony to the word of His grace by mamyns and wonders,” wrought by the
hands of the Apostles. They bore testimony by wartts works to Jesus Christ as the divine
Saviour, and said, “To him give all the prophetsness, that through his name whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of sin&tis 10:39-43).

The saying is not only faithful, but “worthy of alkcceptation.” This is not the estimate
the world forms of this glorious message, and cgusstly the cold reception which the
Gospel has met with in all ages. But there arerstimno have been convinced that they are
poor, guilty, unworthy, sinful creatures, and ithigrd to persuade them that such sinners as
they can be saved. It is therefore stated thats#tyeng is worthy ofall acceptation, “that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinné§.ivhatever rank, class, or degree they
may be He is able to save those to the uttermost who don@&od by Him. To such as have
a sense of their unworthiness and demerit and tleatmess of their sins, this is
recommended to them as a faithful saying. Therevary who, from a mistaken notion of
their own goodness or good deeds, or a mistakeendigmce on something of their own,
undervalue this faithful saying. To them also thgostle says it is worthy of all acceptation.

lll. — His own case was a sufficient illustratiohtbe truth of the statement. A greater
proof and a more encouraging instance of this fidittaying can scarcely be imagined. He
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was “a blasphemer, a persecutor, and injurioust’hieuwobtained mercy. If he, who exceeded
all others in malignant blasphemy of Christ, andspeution of His members, obtained
mercy, may not the chief of sinners look to Godrfwercy on the ground of Christ’'s merit?
This affords the greatest encouragement to thestvitdé sinners to plead for mercy and
pardon, through the righteousness of Christ.

IV. — Lastly, in the way of application, it may Isaid that, if it holds forth the greatest
encouragement, it also shows the greatest dangeegiécting thegreat salvation. “How
shall we escape if we neglect so great salvatidviRat must be the aggravated guilt of those
who are privileged with the gospel and its ordirend they continue to reject this great
salvation! He that believeth not maketh God a ksow highly aggravated this sin of unbelief
must be in thesight of God. How precious this passage of Scrgtaust be to true believers!
“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all ac¢afion, that Christ Jesus came into the world

to save sinners; of whom (the Apostle said) | amefch
[January 1917]

A Sermon
By theLATE JOHN KENNEDY, D. D.,Dingwall.

“Say unto them, As | live, saith the Lord God, VbBano pleasure in the death of the wicked;
but that the wicked turn from his way and liventye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why
will ye die, O house of Israel?” — Ezekiel 33:11.
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This message from God contains, in the form of ath,ca declaration regarding Himself,
and, with earnestness most intense, conveys #&octhle house of Israel. The declaration and
the call are therefore the two things to whichttha demands our attention.

l. In considering thedDECLARATION, we must first attend to the import and then te th
form of it — to what God tells us, and to how Histé.

1. The import of the declaration. It contains twatements. The first tells us, in what
He hath not, and the second, in what He hath pleadiet us consider each of these
separately.

(2) “I have no pleasure in the death of the wickéahd yet the wicked dies. He who
saith, “I have no pleasure in the death of the wditkis He from whom came the message,
“O wicked man, thou shalt surely die.” The deathtloé finally impenitent is taken for
granted. It is the mind of God regarding that garevent which the text calls us to consider.
This passage gives no countenance to the ideahtaleath of the wicked is inconsistent
with the mercy of God; for here we have divine nygococlaimed right over it. In full view
of this awful fact, Jehovah asserts His benevoleNce is it required — in order that we may
reconcile it with the character of God as He isdyedhat we think of the death of the wicked
as something less calamitous than eternal misemgh\Sit is not mere temporary suffering,
nor annihilation, over which Jehovah is exhibitiegrnestness so intense. Only those who
know not sin can be disposed to modify the retrdyut

If a stranger, visiting this country, looked in the homes made wretched by vice, some
of which are not very far removed from the palameinto the cells of our prisons, which are
so prominent and so costly as government institgtiaghroughout our land; or on the sad
scene of an execution, at which agents of the cneete present; — would he be justified in
coming to the conclusion that our Sovereign washeoievolent — that such a state of things
under her government was an evidence of our Qudacksof clemency? If the crime, on
account of which the wretchedness, the bondage,ttadxecution were elements in the
condition of the kingdom, was ignored, it wouldrs®wonder if a conclusion, adverse to the
character of our Queen, were drawn from these.f8tislet the crime be taken into account
— trace to crime these instances of misery — a@l ttot a shadow of suspicion appears to rest
on the throne of our kingdom, nor on the name aof®avereign. A ruler that would forbid
the exact exercise of justice in dealing with crimeuld, in effect, be quite as oppressive as
the most cruel of all despots. The mercy that wihi&ecrime would produce more calamitous
results than the sternest tyranny. Even goodnessami#s a restraint on crime, and
punishment for the convicted criminal.

And let it never be forgotten that the death we rame/ considering, in relation to the
government and character of God, is “the deatthefwicked.” We must think of his crime
when we think of his death — of his having resisted will, disowned the authority,
dishonoured the name, hated the being, and défeeddwer of God. Can we think of God as
infinite in His being, glory, and goodness, with@aing constrained to conclude that eternal
death is the wages due to all who thus sin agaims® Could we worship a God who, in the
full knowledge of what He was, would award a pumsht less than this? A God not
necessarily to this extent just to Himself, coutd he infinite, and could not be worshipped.
Such awful justice as finds expression in the etedeath of the wicked, you must discover
in the divine mode of government, ere you can eiteeere or love Him who is “over all.” If
you accept in faith the truth of God'’s infinity, yonust accept as true the awful fact of the
eternal death of all the wicked who remain unsaved.

The one pregnant difficulty is the existence of keidness. While this fact must be
assumed, it points to what must, to us, for everaia an insoluble mystery in its relation to
the will of God. But it is due to God, because o Hhfinite love of righteousness, that His
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relation to the origin of sin should be regardethaiit any suspicion; and it is also due to
Him, as Supreme Governor, that to His mind alore plrfect rectitude of this relation
should appear. It should be deemed enough by tesHim the existence of sin appears to be
perfectly consistent with all the glory of His hatiss and goodness. Into what awful darkness
your mind must enter, if you presume to attempbc¢oupy, in relation to this, any position
except that of adoring silence! Do not venture hwibur imperfect conceptions of the Most
High, to imagine that His way of dealing with s@naot be right, because it appears not so to
you. Ignorant of God and, therefore ignorant of smen often venture to pass judgment on
the moral government of God, as if they had befbesn a finite being, dealing with some
trivial offence. All error has its root in ignoramof God; all ignorance of what may and
should be known of God, in hatred of the light; atidpainful difficulty — all feelings that
interfere with our adoration of God, and our adtnra of His ways — in the pride which
thrusts us beyond our place as creatures in canmsydéhe ways of God. At any rate, the
existence of sin furnishes an occasion for thenitgidisplay of the very attributes of God on
which it seems to cast a shadow — His holinessHisdgoodness — and a proof that God
alone is necessarily infallible; for it appearsttha creature can become so, either in heaven
or on earth, except when, by a sovereign exercisdi® goodness or of His grace, He
involves their life in His own unchangeableness.thé existence of sin forms a dark
background before which the glory of Him who alaseémmutable all the more brightly
appears, let our thoughts regarding its relationJébovah’s sovereign will, produce the
calmness of adoring silence behind the awe whigrwlvelms us, as we think of its moral
hideousness and of its everlasting results.

There is no malevolence in God which could be fieatiin the death of the creature of
His hands. It is not because He delights not incgndrat sin has been permitted to exist, and
death has been awarded as its wages. This isisuaffic proved by His providence and by
His Gospel. Does He not cause His goodness to dbewen to the evil and unthankful? Is
not the earth, at any rate, a scene on which Hemalanifest, in His providential dealings
with sinful men, that He is “long-suffering and wido wrath?” Each moment between birth
and death is a fresh proof of this. And if, aftelifa made up of moments — each of them
brightened by the goodness of God — the wicked ali¢sst, this calamity must be traced, not
to lack of benevolence in God, but to impartiatiges And how ample the proof given in the
cross that God hath no pleasure in the death ofwibked! There, the death of wicked
persons is seen dissociated from them, and endhyragerson who is the only Begotten Son
of God. There are the deaths of a countless mddtitaf wicked persons in one great
retribution; and in the light of that awful firen iwhich the wrath of God is exhaustively
expressed, you may read the lesson of this texdy fust die, but they so die in Christ that
they shall surely live. Their deaths are swallowgxd in the death of Him who is their
Substitute; and because He alone is crucified, dikeghall live. Here we see God dealing
with sin apart from the person of the transgresand, instead of the guilty criminal, there
stands at His bar a person who is His own only BegdSon. O, how infinitely strong is the
proof this affords, that it is from impartial justi, and not from malevolence towards the
persons of the guilty, that the sentence comeh fenich awards death to the wicked!

But there is more than this in the first statemeint God’s declaration regarding Himself
— which we have in the text. It tells us that siglthe character of God, as revealed in the
Gospel, that it is impossible for Him to find pleas in the death of the wicked.

Now, it is not by ignoring the stern aspect of Elwracter presented by the law, that you
can be enabled to have before your mind the viewHisf character given in the text.
Whatever was, is and must for ever be the chara€t®od. He can never cease to be all He
was revealed as being in the days of old. And leyldlv He reveals Himself now, just as He
did then. You, as a sinner, have to do with Himarrttle same aspect of His character, and in

Sermons from the F P Magazine vol 21, p. 59



the same relation, as Lawgiver and Judge, as tliywere under the former dispensation.
And only in a way which is quite consistent with ldke was, and with all He claimed, and
with all He threatened, as the God of Sinai — amhen His name is so before you, that you
can recognise Him by the same glory which made lathifei place of His presence on “the
mount that might be touched, and that burned wi#i + can you possibly attain to hope in
His mercy.

Nor is it by concluding that, because God is laberefore He loveth all, that you can
have before you the view of His character presemidide text. Beware of being content with
a hope that springs from believing in a love of Gayplrt from His Christ, and outside of the
shelter of the Cross. It may relieve you of a sfipiat fear. It may excite a feeling of joy and
gratitude in your heart. It may beget in you whati ynay regard as love to God. This love,
too, may be the mainspring of very active movementie bustle of external service; but it
leaves you, after all, away from God, ignoring Higjesty and holiness, dispensing with His
Christ, and enjoying a peace that has been sebyradheating, instead of a purging, of your
conscience. The time was, when men openly preaghathcovenanted mercy as the resort
of sinners, and laid the smoothness of that dactoim the sores of the anxious. “Universal
love,” in these days in which evangelism is in faghis but another form in which the same
“deceit” is presented to the awakened. This is $bimg from which an unrenewed man can
take comfort. It is a pillow on which an alien clay his head and be at ease far off from
God. It keeps out of view the necessity of vitalomnto Christ, and of turning unto God; and
the hope which it inspires can be attained witHelitdependence on the sovereign grace, and
without submitting to the renewing work of God tHely Ghost.

“God is love;” but when you hear this, you are tadtl what must imply the declaration
that He loves all, and that, therefore, He loves. yidhis tells us what He is, as revealed to us
in the Cross, and what all who come to Him thro@jtrist will find him to be. It is on this
that faith has to operate. You have no right tardghat love, which is commended in the
death of the Son, as embracing you, if you haveyabbelieved. It is only with the character,
not at all with the purpose of God, that you hamehe first instance, to do. What right have
you to say that He loves all? Have you seen inéohtbart of God, that you should say, He
loves you, until you have reached, as a sinneoutyir faith, the bosom of His love in Christ?
“But may | not think of God loving sinners withoascribing to Him any purpose to save?”
God loving a sinner without a purpose to save hithé thing is inconceivable. | would
reproach a fellow-sinner if 1 so conceived of hosd. Love to one utterly ruined, and that
love commanding resources that are sufficient &vation, and yet no purpose to use them!
Let not men so blaspheme the love of God. “But iagt conceive of God as loving men to
the effect of providing salvation, and to the effetpurchasing redemption for them, without
this being followed out to the result of His purpdsking actual effect in their salvation?”
No, verily. For the love of God is one, as the l@fghe Three in One. The one love of the
one God is the love of the Father, Son, and HolgggHf that love generated in the person of
the Father a purpose to provide, and in the peo$dhe Son a purpose to redeem, it must
have generated in the person of the Holy Ghostrjagse to apply. You cannot assign one set
of objects to it, as the love of the Father, amiff@rent set of objects to it, as “the love of the
Spirit.” And there can be no unaccomplished purpafséehovah. “My counsel shall stand,”
saith the Lord, “and I will do all my pleasure.” H& world” which the Father loved and the
Son redeemed, shall by the Spirit be convincedsfof righteousness, and judgment,” and
thus the Father’'s pleasure shall prosper, and treésStravail” be rewarded, through the
efficient grace of God the Holy Ghost.

You have no right to attempt to look in on the tiela of Divine love to individuals, till
first you attain, through faith, to a place among thildren. “Secret things belong unto the
Lord;” do not, then, try to share them with Him.dansidering the doctrine of the text, you
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have nothing to do with the question — “Does Goeelthe wicked?” It is on the character of
God that you are called to look, as He hath revketies in the cross of His dear Son. You
have no right to be influenced in judging of Divipeocedure by preconceived ideas of
Divine counsels, or of God Himself, but by the glof His name, as He hath been pleased to
reveal it. He does not tell me that He loves thekew; but | am assured, when | look on Him
as “He is love,” that He hath no pleasure in hiatdeThe fullest exhibition of His character,
and the overwhelming proof of His having no pleasuarthe death of the wicked, are given
to us in the cross of Jesus Christ. “Yes,” you $hwt it is in fulfilling a sovereign purpose of
grace that He has revealed Himself there.” Trugjths infinite love which He has revealed.
It is by this display of His love that you are tadge of the way in which it shall fare with
you, if you come to Him in response to His callitirdas infinite love on which to operate,
in order to your encouragement. For, whatever ke pdrpose, it is abundantly evident that
“God is love.” That is the character of Him to whgou are called to return. That is the view
presented to you of Him to whom you are calledetonn, and it is with this that you have to
do. And when you think of the special purpose iHillmg which He has so revealed
Himself, you may be all the more encouraged torretior it is this which assures you that a
salvation both free and sure awaits you when yonecd he “purpose according to election,”
while casting no shade on the infinity of the loi®,a guarantee for the certainty of the
salvation which you are called to accept. For apfgowvhom, in providing salvation for
them, He accounted worthy of death, He gave Hig befotten Son, that, buying them by
His blood, He might save them by His power. You @aked to meet that love in the Son as
Jesus the Christ, and to present yourself on Hiedbhs a suppliant for all the blessings of
the covenant of grace. What more can you desideitieat element of encouragement is
wanting, in this form of doctrine, which any of tegstems of evangelical theology, or all of
them together, can supply?

(2) He tells us in what He hath pleasure — “tha wicked turn from his way and
live.” The repentance of the wicked is an occasibrdelight to God; for it is the first
acknowledgment of His being “the true God;” thesffitribute to His godhead from the
creature of His hand; the first movement of a lms¢ from “the wrath to come;” the first
rupture between him and that abominable thing widdd hateth; the first act of homage to
His Anointed, who is also His Son; the first froit the Spirit's work of grace — it is grace
returning to the fountain whence it came, and bnigag “wretched and miserable, and poor,
and blind, and naked” sinner back to be “filledtlwfall the fulness of God.”

Repentance is the turning of the wicked “from heyw To this he was attached before,
for in this he gratified the evil desires of hisare But from “his own way,” as well as from
all besides that is sinful, the true penitent tum&od. But he cannot do so without bringing
the guilt and the source of his wandering with kvimeen he comes. And he turns to God. To
Him he desires to come, to be a debtor for forgessno His mercy, and for salvation to His
grace, and to consecrate himself without resentigservice. And he comes through Christ
to God, for He is “the way, and the truth, andlifee” and “no man cometh to the Father but
by” Him. He, as “the way,” is all that God, in timterest of His glory, can desiderate, and
that is required to make Him perfectly suited te §mner’s case. He who is “the way” is “the
Word” “made flesh,” made sin, and made a curseoudn His flesh, rent because of sin and
by the execution of the curse, “a new and livingyiwaas opened unto “the holiest.” The
entrance of this way is near to sinners in the @bspso near, that though the sinner can be
brought nearer to it, it cannot be brought neawdriin. This way, no one but a sinner of our
race may enter. It suits none else, and none Im&dealled. And his being a sinner is all
regarding himself that is known to him who retutmssod. It is not as a penitent, it is not as
a loved one, it is as a “wicked” one, with all tgailt of his evil ways, and with all the
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corruption of the old heart, that he comes. And mwyhes such, he comes to God through
Christ for salvation from all sin, “there is joy Ireaven over” him.

And it is pleasant to God that the penitent sholive;” and He secures that live he shall,
and live for ever. Finding the Son, he finds lii@, he finds in Him a righteousness in which
he is set free from condemnation, and has a rayhtl the bliss that flows from the favour of
God. He has now a principle of spiritual life imhiand the Spirit of life Himself to preserve
and perfect it; and even now, foretastes of lifey i@ his through faith; while beyond, in the
full view of God, and before the wistful gaze o l—mwn dimmed eye, are the rest, and bliss,
and glory of the perfect life in heaven.

There are three reasons, each infinitely strongy this should be pleasing to God. As
our greatest pains and pleasures reach our hiaestgyh their love, the measure of love must
indicate the capacity for joy. But who can concemeat must be the gladness, resulting from
the gratification of infinite love! And there is threefold love of God, through the
gratification of which He receives pleasure frora genitence and life of the wicked.

(1) His infinite love to His people. —

He embraces one whom He infinitely loves, when riygenting sinner reaches the
bosom of His mercy. The loved one was lost, anddaied one was dead; and now the loved
lost is found, and the loved dead is alive. It waty because this was ever present to His
eternal mind, that Jehovah could have rested ind¥is to His chosen. But now the event is
actual, and the divine joy is made known throughaluteaven. O, think of joy in heaven
over one whose sins made the Son of God “a maoross!”

(2) His infinite love to His Anointed One. —

Each case of conversion is an instalment of revwaréiim for doing the will, and
glorifying the name, of Him who sent Him. The Fatleveth Him because He laid down His
life that He might take it again; and this lovedx@resses in fulfilling the promise, “He shall
see of the travail of His soul and shall be satdfi This He sees when He sees “His seed” —
when the Father draws sinners unto Him, and folltvis up by giving them, in Him, “all
spiritual blessings” according to His intercessi®he bestowal of such a reward, on such a
One, must, to God, be the occasion of infinitegtli

(3) His infinite love to Himself, and to righteowess. —

“God is love.” He is so when contemplated in thétyuof the eternal Godhead. But
love requires an object; and He Himself who is lavéhe first object of the love He is. It is
because His own infinite moral glory is ever prégenHis omniscience, that, through His
love, it yields to Him who is “over all” such dehgthat He is “blessed for ever.” And “God
is love” as subsisting in a Trinity of Persons. &TRather loveth the Son,” and that Son is,
and ever was, “daily His delight.” “I love the Fatli’ saith the Son, and | was *“rejoicing
always before Him.” And the Holy Spirit, who “praadeth from the Father” and from the
Son, lovingly fulfils the purpose of the Fatheraihgh the Son. O, infinitely holy sphere! O,
sphere of infinite loving — the unapproachable splw the interrelations and fellowship of
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! And “God is low@’righteousness in His relation to His
moral government. And when He makes manifest tleaisHove to His people, He does so in
such a way as to secure that in their salvatioretshall appear to His view, to His infinite
delight, all to which He is love — as to afford @pportunity of expressing what He is as love
to Himself, what the mutual love of the Trinity &d how He loveth righteousness.

How the beauty of His holiness, to which He is loappears in its having pleased Him to
bruise His well Beloved, that there might be hegalio diseased, and peace to guilty sinners!
How infinite must be His delight in this display His glory, and how intent He must be on
the salvation in securing which this joy was ocgasd! Never did so much of His glorious
character appear in any of His works as in thescod<Christ; but all this came forth in the
prosecution of a scheme which bore on the salvati@inners. True, all redemption work is
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before us in the cross. But the ulterior bearinfshat work must be considered. Actual
salvation is the terminating part of the divine extie of grace, and each step of it must be
brightened with the glory that shone forth in tleurse which led to it. If “truth met with
mercy” in the cross, it was with a view to theimaag forth together, from the presence of
God on His throne, in the glad-tidings of the Gdspe guide a sinner unto “the holiest,”
where alone He can obtain the blessing. If “rightsewess and peace embraced each other,” it
was with a view to His being righteous to Christgiving peace, for His sake, to those who
deserved to die. The infinite display, already giviinds its complement in a work of grace.
To this new occasion of expressing Himself, He comeall the glorious brightness of His
name, as revealed in the cross. And in how manywayHis work of grace, resulting in the
penitence and life of the wicked, He manifestsgloey of His power, wisdom, faithfulness,
holiness, and love!

And how salvation furnishes an opportunity of extimig the mutual love of the Persons
of the Godhead! The Father’s love to the Son agp@aris having delivered all things into
His hand; and you are called to look, in the lighthe Gospel, on this demonstration of that
wondrous love. And the Son desired that the wdnloui&d know how He loved the Father, by
His obedience unto death, even the death of thesci@, infinite wonder, that the blood
which tells you there is peace for a sinner, isdbmonstration which the Son has given to
the universe of His love to the Father! And theri§pas the Comforter, takes the things of
Christ, and of the Father, and, in fulfilment oétRather’s purpose, and of the design of the
Son’s death, shows them to the sinners who are mgideof salvation!

And how exhaustive, even as a revelation of digloey, is the expression of His love of
righteousness given in the death of His Son! Tims sf a people eternally beloved, are
imputed to Him who is His only-begotten Son; andtfse sins, even He dies the death of
the cross! O, how could any other exercise of gastor all acts of justice that can occur in
the course of His moral government together, expids love of righteousness as the
atoning death of His dear Son hath done? Only aiteHe, in the exercise of retributive
justice, deal with one who was “His fellow,” andlypthen could He, in one final transaction,
give an exhaustive display of His righteousnessir®@er, all that God is, as He “is love,”
takes side with His mercy, when He receives angsiele him, who, at His call, comes to Him
through Christ crucified!

2. The declaration is ithe form of an oath —

“As | live, saith the Lord.” It is meet that suctdaclaration should have such a form, for
thus only could earnestness, springing from indimdlve, express itself fitly in words. What a
proof this gives you of God’s intense desire thatl ghould believe what He declares! He
swears by Himself in declaring to you that He hathpleasure in your death, but that He
hath pleasure in the repentance and life of all witm to Him. Ought you not to fear
remaining an unbeliever after all? Is this divirrgrestness to be met by indifference? Does
this wave, coming from the divine sphere, in thgezanovement of a solemn oath, strike on
adamant when it reaches you? Can you dare to ddsdck by presenting to it a heart of
stone? Are you to be unmoved and callous befosedisplay of divine earnestness infinitely
intense? Are you to sleep on, while this oath fleeaven, uttered by the voice of God, strikes
on your ear? For, does He not give Himself, intladl reality of His being and glory and
blessedness, as security, for the truth of Hisadlattbn? How real to God He Himself is! But
as He consciously lives in what He is, as infinglarious, and blessed, so is He true in the
declaration of the text. What higher, firmer growfdassurance can even God give you than
this? O sinner, it is enough! You might suspendtlia ten thousand times ten thousand
souls, each one as lost as the one soul you hadeya would run no risk. O, yield not to
the unbelief that would dare to prefer a chargepefjury against Him for whom it is
impossible to lie!
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And does He not give Himself, in all the infinitesources that are His as God, in pledge
of action according to the declaration of the teRtfes not this suffice? Can more be asked?
He shall cease to have, He shall cease to be,emmhifail to be the God of salvation to you,
if you return to Him at His call. O, what condessien is here! O, how can you be at ease
while the infinite Jehovah is thus in intensesheatness bending over you? O, lie in the dust
before Him, as He approaches you in this marvelmi®f condescension, and allow Him to
lay the weight of His oath on your heart, to press of it all its doubts regarding His truth
and grace!

Il. — The Call.

From out of the midst of divine glory, from off tltkvine throne of grace, and intense
with divine earnestness, comes the call to the én@fidsrael — “Turn ye, turn ye, from your
evil ways.” Whence, whither, how to turn, are theestions which these words require us to
consider.

1. Whence?

“From your evil ways.” Every way in which you dep&mom the fellowship and service
of God is “evil.” Forsaking God is the great eVilappears so to God as He looks on His own
infinite glory, and on the provision of His evetiag love. How — because of His love to
Himself, and of His zeal for His own glory — Hislfandignation must rise into infinite
flame, against that sin on the part of the creatfindis hand! And how wonderful it is, that,
in the full view of all that evil, and in His immable resolution to deal out to all sin a full
retribution according to justice, He should cab ginner from his evil ways, to be embraced
on the bosom of His mercy! But the call is issusgwuigh the rent flesh of His own dear Son.
The precious blood of His Lamb is before Him, asddks the sinner from his evil ways; and
to the praise of all His name, He can call the asirto His mercy-seat. What the great High
Priest presents meets all His holy indignationtademanded expression in the infliction of
the curse; and in gracious dealing, for His sak#) the wicked, it can be brought to bear, as
consuming fire, on the sin whence sprang the giilth atoning blood removed.

“From” all “your evil ways” you are called to turfgr there can be no turning unto God
if there is any reserve of sin. Each evil way ipaged, by an infinite contrariety, to the will
of God. Sometimes the conscious reserve is reducetkr the pressure of conscience, to one
evil way. What eager cries come from the flesh,that one, and only that one reserve! And
what attempts will be made to come to terms witld Gehile still cleaving to some darling
sin! But it may not be. All sin must be forsakenthg will that inclineth Godwards. How can
Divine holiness admit of any reserve? To cover amy with your embrace, is to place
yourself naked before the sword of God. He mustestit sin. O, beware lest He strike at sin
through you! Come forth in your desire, away frayqojte out of, all sin, to God. “Cut off
your right hand,” “pluck out the right eye,” rathigyan pass on to the fire that never shall be
guenched. And how can Divine grace admit of a xeseSalvation from all sin is the boon
which grace confers. Nought less than this canesgpits bounty, and nought less than this
can suffice for you. Less than this you cannot Hewa the hand of God. He cannot give you
salvation to the dishonour of the law of Christtlas one authoritative rule of life. His holy
grace undertakes yet to give to the law, even a fibrm, its claims in full; and it begins to
do so by bringing a sinner, with a heart brokemnfa! sin, under its holy yoke.

“But must | rid myself of my guilt, and of my euileart, before | come back to God?”
Verily not. You are called to come as you are,he tidst of your evil ways, with all the
guilt that lieth on you, and with all the fountash evil in you. Burdened and filled with sin,
having no righteousness to cover your persons,naneixcuse to hide your guilt, and while
there is nothing in all your consciousness but alhpver and all through, — with no ability
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yours but the fell power to transgress, — you afked to receive all the pardoning mercy and
all the saving grace you need.

2. Whither?

To Himself God calls you. To Himself as revealedha declaration going before — to
Himself as on His throne of grace — to Himself tlgb Jesus Christ. Beware of a godless
Christianity, as well as of a Christless religi®@auls, having only the uneasiness caused by
the fear of death, are anxious only for somethireg will take their blind dread away. They
have not known God in His awful glory as Lawgivedaludge, and they care not to realise
Him in the person of the Saviour. They feel noirtineed of a divine Saviour to remove the
guilt, and to subdue the power of sin. And they askto be admitted, under the Spirit's
teaching, into the mystery of the cross, to seeaw for sinners unto God. The glory shining
from the face of Jesus draws them not through tediddor unto God. And they shrink from
the pressure of Divine authority on their consceenBut “he that believeth on me,” saith
Christ, “believeth not on me, but on Him that sem.” By Christ you must “believe in God
who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glorgat tyour faith and hope might be in
God.” “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Hadesus, and shalt believe in thine heart
that God hath raised Him from the dead, thou dbalsaved.” Believing thus, God shall be
before you in such an aspect of His characterjmsdch a relation to sinners through Christ,
— in such marvellous love, and in such readinesdess you when you come, — that you will
be sweetly subdued into compliance with His catid aou cannot choose but to come.
Divine glory, shining from the face of Jesus onuickened soul, melts the heart, and causes
it to flow down to the footstool of the throne otroy. And the very view of God which wins
his confidence, secures the homage of the penitdet. must appreciate His awful
righteousness as displayed in the cross, as wedaise His majesty, ere he can have hope.
And what he requires to encourage him, sufficesutadue him into an unreserved surrender
of his whole being to God. The life that moves todgaHim in hope, bows to His sovereign
will, and lies in adoring worship at His footstool.

3. How?

In willingness to accept the terms proposed by Gaxlterms of salvation and of
service. Even if you feel that you cannot come kdadkod — that, unless He, in His almighty
grace, comes for you, you cannot come to Him — gean if you should shrink from asking
Him to come, — if you only turn in the distant daeks to Him who is the way, and to God
through Him, willing to owe Him the turning and diag that you may come, as well as the
blessing when you have come, — He “will pour outs F5pirit unto you, and make known”
His “words unto you.” Turning thus, you will verilye debtors to His grace for all you need.
And you may be hoping debtors, for He raiseth ther from the dust, He bringeth the fallen
from out of the horrible pit, and He gathereth Hescalleth, outcasts from the very ends of
the earth.

Surely, then, God may ask the questionhy will ye die?” You have this question to
answer. The reason for your dying is not on Godtle.sHe has abundantly shown this. And
on your side it is not found in your fall in Adamgr in the ruin resulting from that fall. It is
not in your helplessness, for you are called taifider the gracious power of God to be saved
by Him. It is not in the influence of the world,sidious and mighty though that be, for it
cannot constrain you to be aliens from God. Itas in the might of the great enemy, nor in
the multitude of his hosts, nor in the depth ofdusning, nor in the greatness of his cruelty;
for, “strong man” and “murderer” though he be, la@mot, for one moment, keep, you away
from Him who calleth you, if you are disposed tone

Then “whywill ye die?” God meets you in the face, where youanrd,as you are, with
this question. You are bound to give an answerofdy your own unwillingness to return
can slay you. And are you to remain unwilling? df fiow can you justify yourself? ‘My
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unwillingness,’ you say, ‘is just the lack of soimeg which | can only have from God, and if
He does not bestow it, then what can | do?’ Bugnfit, do not think of your unwillingness as
a mere negation — a blank for God to fill up. Ipwssitive wickedness; it is sinful madness. It
is an insult to God, implying contempt of His lowd,His Son’s precious blood, of His great
salvation, and of His glorious name. To remain ulivg is to remain a rebel, disowning
Divine authority, and bidding defiance to Divinewsr. And are you to choose this, rather
than submit to be saved, ruled, and filled by G@?, but my unwillingness is the result of
my being in a state of death as an alien from Goder the guilt and power of sin; how,
then, can | help myself?’ But, friend, the questi®mot, how you can help yourself, but, will
you be indebted for all help to God? Will you dre your pride, even when confessedly
helpless, rather than let Christ be “all in all’you — rather than let the grace of God do all
for you? To this point you are shut up, and tha/és your unwillingness exposed in all the
nakedness of excuseless rebellion.

“Why will ye die?” Whatever may befall those who never heagedcHil to return to God,
“why will ye die, O house of Israel?” “Line upon line, precapbn precept, here a little and
there a little,” have been given you, and is ddatlheyour end? But the Gospel has been
preached to the Gentiles, and to Gentiles alsol@&hl granted repentance unto life. To each
Gospel-hearer, therefore, this question is adddesgé&sod. “The Son of man,” who came “to
seek and to save that which was lost,” has cony®uoin your sinful helplessness, offering
Himself to be to you all that you need, in orderytur everlasting salvation; and, after all,
will ye die?

And “why will ye die? What is there in death, that you should choosatlier than life?
And yet, every sinner who remains impenitent isrgad with choosing death. God charges
you with this when He addresses to you this ques#ad you are charged with choosing
death because you love it, for He saith — “he #sivateth against me, wrongeth his own soul,
all they that hate me love death.” Rejecting thesfigb is sinning against Christ. You cannot
do so without wronging your own soul. And this yambecause you hate Christ. Not because
you are merely indifferent. You would not sin agdiiflim as you do, if you were merely
indifferent. A consideration of your own interespwid turn the scale, if there was an even
balance. But it is not indifference, but hatredttis your state of feeling towards Christ. And
you cannot hate Him without loving death. ‘O noguysay, ‘I cannot love death — | shrink
from shame and agony, and both are implied in de@the, what you regard as death you
would fain escape from. But, in the view of Chrisis death to be away from God. And you
do love to be away from Him. And in loving this,wtove death. And such is your love of
this that you will not abandon it, though God telsi, and your conscience whispers to you,
that if you abide an alien, you must perish forrewéu know that the death you love is
linked to the death of woe from which your conscemakes you shrink, and that you
cannot cleave to the former, without holding batlyour grasp. And you never have at once
any portion of time but the passing moment; andham narrow foothold you always stand at
the brink of hell. What you do there, is alwaysafip done, for it is done by you on all you
have of time. And there you keep fast your holdhaft which must bring you down. Even
now and there you do so. O “why will ye die?” Iseith aught in “outer darkness” to
commend it to you, so that you would choose to passthe midst of it? Or is there aught in
the “devouring fire,” and the “everlasting burnifig® induce you to “dwell” with them for
ever? Care ye to be in the bonds of despair, adérutme fang of the “worm” that “dieth
not.” O, “why will ye” thus “die?” To God, who puthe question, give, if you can dare, the
answer. And if you have no answer to give, faleisded before the footstool of Him who
calleth you. But break the silence of excuselesshgsa prayer for mercy, and continue to

cry, till an answer cometh from the mercy-seat,rfifme, and | shall be turned.”
[February 1917]
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A Sermon.

By theRev. NEIL CAMERON, St. Judes, Glasgow.

Preached at Edinburgh, on 20th November, 1916.
(Taken down by a Hearer.)

“Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people nmajoice in thee?” — Psalm 85:6.

In meditating upon these words for a short time, stll consider three things in
particular at present. We shall notice:

1. — The condition in which those who here prayatthemselves to be
in at the time, when they prayed, “Wilt thou notive us again?”

2. — They were conscious of the great fact th& {Bod alone who can
revive His own Church as well as individuals. Ih the work of man, it
is the work of God.
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3. — A certain effect which they expected woulddwi this reviving, and
the effect was “that thy people may rejoice in thddey cannot rejoice
while they are dead and disconsolate.

1. — Now, we are to consider, first, a few thinggonnection with the condition in which
those who first offered this prayer found themsglwveat the time, and it was a condition that
needed reviving. They were conscious that they wiesd, and that they needed reviving.
You will notice that he uses the word here “agaamd that means that God did revive the
Church in the past, but that they had now as meed of being revived, of having the work
repeated, as they had at any time in the past.

Seeing that this was so, we shall notice a fewgthiconcerning the way in which the
Church of God, the visible Church in the world, @smo be in such a condition as that she
feels herself dead, and in need of reviving.

The first thing we have to notice in connectionhithiat is this: —

God did many a time revive His cause in the wonddoickening sinners, and by
bringing them to repentance. But this is a thingt twve ought always to remember, that,
although God would have mercy upon one generatioth laring many out of them,
qguickening them and imparting grace to them, yetdhildren of these men would just be as
needful of being revived as their fathers. Gracesdaot run in the blood. We often felt the
force of the statements that we find continuallgureing in the Book of Judges. We find
there that when God raised a Judge to judge Istiaete was a great reviving, and that
continued generally for forty years. It struck sskeeing very wonderful that forty years was
repeating itself so often in the history of the deduring the time of the Judges, until we
began to consider what really was the meaning isfgariod of forty years, recorded again
and again, and we then saw that this was the re#sain though God did reveal Himself to
the generation among whom He raised the Judgethadh they were converted (and those
who were not converted continued in the order ofship and other things which God
commanded), many of their children who were raigpdvere ignorant and blind, and went
away immediately from God. That is true down thiodmgstory — that the children of godly
parents, if not converted or revived themselved, lvei as ignorant of God and of their own
everlasting concerns as the heathen are, notwiiittisigs that God’s book is in their hands.

2. — We shall notice, in the second place, thatwitiestanding men forsake God, they
always maintain a form of religion. It is not at e way of man to cease to hold a form of
religion in the world, but it will be a dead forrand there are several reasons concurring to
bring about this.

The first thing | desire to notice in connectiorthwit is that, when men are raised up to
become ministers in the Church who were never sgliwho were never converted
themselves, they lead the people immediately toesloimg that they can do themselves, to
depend for eternity upon their own works, and if apon their own works, they set before
them a mercy in God which never delivered a sinfifen, the natural man,” however
educated he may be, “receiveth not the things efSpirit of God, they are foolishness to
him, neither can he know them, because they argusdily discerned.” Any one who wishes
to look back into past history will notice thisatht was an unconverted ministry that brought
death almost in every instance upon the Church @d. &onversions cease, that is, true
conversions, cease in the congregations wherermechpreach. They may be able to preach
more eloquently than those who are taught of Gatinbt one sinner will ever be quickened
or converted under the preaching of an unconvertad, however eloquent he may be, and,
even however sound he may be; he brings deaththearongregation and upon individuals.

But, in the second place, it is not only that acanverted ministry brings death upon
the congregation by preaching to them a way ofas@m which is not God’'s way, and
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holding forth that men will go to heaven by thewvrogood works — and, indeed, they would
require to have better works than they have — hgldut that God is merciful, but they have
no place in their doctrine for the atonement. Theg no great need for the obedience and
suffering and death of the Son of God in order skenatonement for the sins of men; and
they see no need of the quickening work and coimwnand converting work of the Holy
Ghost, and this brings death upon a people.

The third thing | desire to notice in this connentis, that such men will not continue
long until they begin to depart publicly from theegt doctrines of God’s truth. That can be
proved in the history of the Bible. It can be prowaso in profane history that, when the
Church was filled with men who did not know for theelves the value, the exceedingly
great value, of the atonement made upon Calvargssdor poor, lost, perishing sinners, and
the exceedingly great need that men had of beingkeped by the Spirit of God — as none
can quicken “the dead” but God — men went to hesgsand the history of the Church
discovers that such heresies brought death, noh wm® congregation only, but some
heresies in the past (such as the Pelagian henegythers), brought death upon the whole of
the Churches in the known world. Men were realighngn that conversions ceased, and that
men were dead and formal in their worship immedjaaéter forsaking the great doctrine of
man’s total depravity and lost condition as a sinbg the Fall, so that heresy brings
extraordinary death upon men. They become deadeimat things, dead to their own
concerns as lost sinners, dead as to their nebdwifig a saving interest in Christ, and, as |
shall have to notice afterwards, none can deline@nfthis death but God himself.

We shall notice, in the fourth place, under thiadyehow the death that reigns in this
country came to reign in it. If you will look intib, you will find that it just came exactly as
we have been showing. A whole host of ministersewaised up who did not realise the
value of God’s word, and who never realised inrtb@n experience the infinite need of the
atonement and intercession of the Lord Jesus Chiisb never realised in their own
experience their need of the Spirit of Grace angp8cations to quicken and to change
man’s nature, and to cause sinners to repent diev®én Christ. Men rose who looked upon
these things as antiquated doctrines, and who wgte prepared to drink in their fill of the
rationalism of Germany. The ministry of this coyntwe say, drank their fill of the
rationalism of Germany. They began to preach thatet were many things in the Bible
which were not right; that there were many thingst iwhich were even immoral, the Book
which God claims as His Own Book, and the Book afolh Christ said, “Until the heavens
and earth pass away, not one jot or tittle shadspavay from the law until all be fulfilled.”
Now, the effect of that was in this country —

First, a demand to cast out of the Creed what these did not realise as necessary.
There was not to be a word in it about man’s tdegravity, there was not to be a word in it
about election, there was not to be a word in duata particular atonement or about the
application of the redemption purchased by Chrysthe Holy Ghost to the souls of sinners
whom God purposed to save. These, and other destalso, were thrown entirely out of the
Creed of thd=ree Church about twenty-four years ago. | ask any rhamever dead we were
twenty-four years ago, | ask that man to look u@motland, and see whether we are not
more dead now than we were then. The effect adstlieen that the most of the people of this
country — | mean just now, Scotland — have beewexed to infidelity. Some of them go the
length of boasting that they are atheists. The tfathe people of this country never darken
the door of a church. The cause of the whole thwag that men, ignorant of God and His
Church, of themselves as sinners, and of the giaatines of the grace of God, destroyed
the Creed of the Church and taught lies to the lgedjme Spirit of God never acknowledges
anything but truth. Men have made efforts again again to have revivals, being conscious
of the fact that their congregations were gonenefour winds, and that they would require
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now to have a revival. Instead of looking to heasad praying to God in the name of Christ
to send His Holy Spirit to revive and change méeytlooked to America. It is from there
that we are expecting, as a country, to get somgtta revive us! If men are not more dead
after these Americans go away than they were béffiee came, they are certainly not more
living to the things of eternity and their everlagtconcerns. If there be any in Scotland to-
day who see how things have gone back in this cpuatdeath and darkness, it is time, my
friends, that we should begin to pray with the Chuof old, “Wilt thou not revive us again?”
Otherwise we are undone. Men may like to go onhm pileasures of sin, men may enjoy
these, but God tells us that the end of these shiswdeath, death eternal, and anyone who has
any idea of what it is to be a sinner, and a sisnmeged of being saved, must realise that, in
our day, the most are dead and going to a loshigteBut, before | leave this, | must
mention one thing, and it is that we do not belithag God, my friends, will forsake His own
people, however few they may be, and however aatgglithey may be looked upon, who
will cli